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THE FREIRIS OF BERWIIL 



As ii befeUy and happinnit in to deid, 

Uponn a rerer, the qohilk is callit TVeid ; 

At Tweidis mowdi thair ftandis a nobiU town, 

Qnliair mony lordis hes bene of grit renonney 

Qnhur mony a lady bene fair of face» 5 

And mony ane frefcbe loily gaüand ynm. 

In to this tonn» the qnbilk is callit Berwüc,-* 

ITponn the fey thiur ftandis nane it lyk ; 

For it ift wallit weUl abowt with ftane^ 

And dowbill ftankia caftin mony ane ; 10 

And fyne the caflell is (6 ftnmg and wicht, 

With ftrait towris, and tnrattis h6 on hiebt, 

The waDis wrocht craftely vith all, 

The portcnles moft fabtelly to fall, [ 15 

Quhen that thame lift to draw thame npoon bicht^ 

lliat it micht be of na maner of micht, 

To win that honfs be craft or fubtekie ; 

Qohatrfoir it is maift g^d ailutirly 

In to my tyme qnhair evir I haif bene, 

Moft fair, moft gndly» moft plefand to be fene ; 20 

The tonne, the wall, the caftell, and the land. 
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The h^ Wallis nponn the npper band, 

The grit Croce kirk, and eik the Müfone Dew ; 

The Jacobene freiris of the qnhyt hew, 

The Carmeleitis, and the Monkis eik» 25 

The fonr Ordouris wer nocht for to feik ; 

Thay wer all in [to] this tonn dwelling. 

So appinnit [it] in a May momingy 
That twa of the quhyt Jacobyne freiris, 
As thay wer wont and ufit mony yeiris SfO 

To pafs amang tbidr brethir npaland. 
Werfend of thame beft practiiit and cunnand ; 
Freir Allane, and Freir Robert the nder : 
Thir fyllie Freiris with wyffis weill cowld glnder, 
Rycht wondir weill plefit thai all wyffis, 35 

And tawld thame tiulis of haly Sanctis lyffis. 

Quhill, on a tyme, thay pnrpofit to pafs harne. 
Bot verry tyrit and wett wes Freir Allane, 
For he wes awld, and micht nocht wele trayell» 
And als he had ane littill fpyce of gravell ; 40 

Freir Robert wes young, and verry hett of Uade, 
And be the way he bure both clothis and hude. 
And all thair geir, for he wes flrong and wicht» 
Be that it drew neir [band] towart the nichts 
As thay wer cumand towart the tonne füll ndr, 45 
Freir Allane faid than, God bruder deir, 
It is fo lait, I dreid the yett be clofit. 
And we ar tyrit, and verry evill difpofit 
To luge owt of the tonn, bot gif that we 
In fum gude houfs this nycht mot herbryt be. 50 
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Swa wynnit thair ane wonndir gade hofiillar 
Withoat the toan, in tili a fair maaar» 
And Symon Lawder he was callit be name : 
Ane fair blyth wyf he had» of ony ane ; 
Bot fcho wes fum thing dynk, and dengerom. 55 
The fiUy Freiris qnhen thay come to the hoafs, 
With fair hailfing and bekking coarteflye, 
To thame fcho anfuerit agane in hye. 
Freir Robert fpeirit efitir the Gudman ; 
And fcho ag^ne anfuerit thame thane, 60 

He went fra harne, God wait, on Weddinfday, 
In the cnntre, for to feik come and hay. 
And nthir thingig, quhairof we haif neid. 
Freir Robert faid, I pray grit God him fpeid, 
Hirn haill and fonnd in to bis traraill : 65 

And hir defyrit the flowp to fiU of aill, 
That we may drink, for I am wondir dry. 
With that the wyfe went fnrth rieht fchortly, 
And fillit the flowp, and brecht in breid and cheifs ; 
Thay eit, and drank, and fatt at their awin eifs. 70 
Freir Allane faid to the Gndwyf in hye» 
Com hidder, Dame, and fett yow down me bye, 
And fill the cop agpane anis to me. 
Freir Robert faid, Fall weill payit fall ye be. [75 

The Freiris wer bly th, and mirry taillis co wld teil : 
And even with that thay hard the prayer bell 
Off thair awin Abbay ; and than thay wer agaft, 
Becanfs thay knew the yettis wer dofit (ad, 
That thay on na wayifs mieht gett entr6. 



THE FREIRIS OF BERWIK. 



Th^n the Ondwyfe thay prayit, for cheritie, 80 

To grant thame herberye [thair] that ane nicht. 

Bot fcho to thame g^if anfuer, with grit hicht, 

The Gudman is fra hame, as I yow tald ; 

And God it wait, gif I dorft he fo bald 

To herbery Freiris in this honfs with me ; 85 

Qahat wald Symon fay ? Ha, Benedicite I 

Bot in bis abfence I abnßt bis place. 

Oor deir Lady Mary keip fra fic oace I 

And keip me owt of perrell, and of fchame. 

Than auld Freir Allane faid, Na, fair Dame, 90 

For Godis fake, heir me quhat I fall fay. 

In gnd faith, we will both be deid or day, 

The way k evill, and I am tyrit and wett ; 

Our yettis ar clofit that we may nocht in gett, 

And to our Abbay we can nocht win in ; 95 

To caafs ns perreifs but help ye haif grit fyn ; 

Thairfoir of verry neid we mon byd ftill, 

And ns commit alhaill in to your will. 

The Gudwyf lukit unto the Freiris tway; 
And, at the lafl, to thame this culd fcho fay, 100 
Ye byd nocht heir, be Him that ns all coft; 
Bot gif ye Hfl to lig np in yone loft, 
Quhilk is weill wrocht in to the hallis end; 
Ye fall fynd ftray, and clathis I fall yow fend ; 
Quhair, and ye lifl, pafs on baith in feir ; 105 

For on no wayifs will I repair haif heir. 

Hir Madin than fcho fend hir on befoir, 
And hir thay foUowit baith withowttin moir; 
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Thay war foU blyth, and did ai feha thame kend, 
And up tfaay went, in to ihe iiallia end» 110 

In tili a loft WM maid for come and hay. 
Scho maid thair bed, fyne pafi doan bat delay, 
Clofit the trop, and tbay remanit ftill 
In to the loft» thay wandt of thair will. 
Freir Allane [liggis] down as he beft oiicht: 115 
Freir Robert faid, I hecht to walk this nicht, 
Qaha wait perchance fnm fport I ma efpy ?— 

Thns in the loft latt I thir Freiris ly, 
And of the Gndwyf now 1 wiU fpeik mair. 
Scho wes rieht blyth that thay wer clofit thair, 120 
For fcho had mMd ane tryft, that famyn nichti 
Freir Johne hir luvis fnpper for to dicht ; 
And fcho wald half none nder cnmpany, 
Becans Freir Johne that nicht with hir fowld ly, 
Quhä d weiland wes in to that famyne tonn, 125 
And ane Blak Freir he wei of gprit renown. 
He gOTimit alhaill the Abbacy ; 
Silver and gold he had abonndantly ; 
He had a prevy pofierne of his awin, [ISO 

Qnhair he micht ifche, qnhen that he lift, nnknawin. 

Now thas in to the tonn I leif him ftill, 
Bydand his tyme ; and tnme agane I will 
To this fair wyfe, how fcho the fyre cowld beit. 
And thriftit on fatt caponis to the fpeit ; 
And fatt cnnyngis to a fyre did fcho lay, 135 

Syne bad the Madin, in all the haift fcho may, 
To flawme, and tnme, and roft thame tenderly. 
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And to hir cbalmer fo fcho went in hy. 

Scho puUit hir mawkin, and gaif hit bufiPeltit tway» 
Upoun the cheikis, fyne tili it cowld foho Tay» 140 
Ye fowld be blyth and glaid ßt my requeift» 
Thir mullis of yonris ar callit to ane feift. 
Scho deithis hir in a kirtill of fyne reid» 
Ane fair quhyt carch fcho pnttis nponn hir heid ; 
Hir kirtill wes of filk, and filrer fyne, 145 

Hir uther g^armentis as the reid gold did fchyne, 
On eyery finger fcho weiris ringis two ; 
Scho was als prood as ony papingo. 
The bürde fcho cnverit with clath of coftly grene, 
Hir napry aboif wes wondir weill befene. 150 

Than bnt fcho went» to f6 gif ony come, 
Scho thocht fnll lang to meit hir lufe Freir Johne« 

Syne fchortly did this Freir knok at the yett ; 
His knok fcho kend, and did fo him in lett ; 
Scho welcomit him in all hir befl maneir. 155 

He thankit hir, and faid, My awin luve deir, 
Haif thair ane pair of boffis, gud and fyne, 
Thay bald ane gallone füll of Gafcone w]rne ; 
And als ane pair of pertrikis rieht new flayne, 
And eik ane creill fuU of breid of mane : 1 60 

This I haif brocht to yow, my awin luve deir, 
Thairfoir, I pray yow, be blyth and mak gnd cheir ; 
Sen it is fo that Symone is fra harne ; 
I will be hamely now with yow, gud Dame. 
Scho fayis, Ye ar fall herüy welcome heir, 165 
At ony tyme, qahen that ye lifl appeir. 
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With that fcho fioylit wonndir InfUly ; 

He thriflit hir band agane rieht preyely, 

Than in hett Iure thay talkit nderis tili« 

Thus at thair fport now will I leif thame fltll, 170 

And teil yow of thir filly Fretris two 

Were lokit in tbe loft ansang the ftro. 

Freir Allane in the loft fiill can ly ; 
Freir Robert had ane littill jelofy ; 
For in his hairt he had ane perfayingy 175 

And tfarow the bnrdis he maid with his botkin 
A littül hoill on iic a wyifs maid he. 
All that thay did thair donn he micht weill f<^, 
And every word he herd that thay did iay. [180 
Qnben fcho wes prowd, rieht woondir frefche andgay, 
Scho callit bim baith hert, lemmane, and luve, 
Lord 6od» gif than his cnrage wes aboif, 
So prelat lyk fat he in to the chyre I 
Scho rownis than ane piflill in his eir ; 
Thns fportand thame, and makand melody. 185 
And qnben fcho faw the fupper wes reddy, 
Scho gois belyfe and careris tbe bürde annon ; 
And fyne the pair of boffis hes fcho tone. 
And fett thame doun nponn the bürde bim by : 
And eyin with that thay hard the Ondman ery, 190 
And knokand at tbe yett he cryit isA» 

Qubpn tbay bim hard then wer thay both agaft ; 
And als Freir Johne wes in a fellone fray, 
He ftert np fafl, and wald haif bene away ; 
Bat all for nocht, he micht no way win owt. 195 
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Tbe Oadwyfe fpak than, with a vifage ftowt, 

Yone is Symone that makit all this fray» 

That I micht tholit füll weill had bene away. 

I fall him quyt, and I leif half a yeir, 

That cammerit hes us thas in üc maneiri 200 

Becanfe for him we may nocht byd togidder: 

I foir repent, and wo is he come hidder, 

For we wer weill, gif that he wer away. 

Qahat fall I do, allace ? the Freir can fay. 

Hyd yoQ, fcho faid, quhill he be brecht to reit, 205 

In to yone troich, I think it for the beft ; 

It lyis mekle and hnge in all yone nuke, 

It held a boU of meill qnhen that we büke. 

Than andir it fcho gart him creip in hy, 

And bad him Inrk thair verry quyetly. 210 

Scho dofit him, and fyne went on hir way, 

Quhat fall I do, allace ? the Freir can fay. 

Syne to hir Madin fpedyly fcho fpak ; 
Go to the fyre, and the meitis fra it tak ; 
Be büTy als, and flokkin out the fyre ; 215 

6o doifs yone burd ; and tak away the chyre; 
And lok np all in to yone almery, 
Baith meit, and drink, with wyne and aill put by ; 
The mayne breid als thow hyd it with the wyne ; 
That heing done, thow fowp the howfe dene fyne, 
That na apperance of feifl be heir fene ; [220 

Bot fobirly our felffis dois fufiene. 
And fyne, withowttin ony mair delay 
Scho caflis of [all] haill hir frefch array ; 
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Than [boanit fcho rieht] to hir bed annoDe, 225 

And tholit him to knock bis fiU, Symone. 

Quben he for knokiog tyrit we«, and cryd ; 

Abowt he went unto the ndir fyd, 

[Tül ane windo wea at hir beddis heid; 

And cryit, Alefoon awalk for Goddia deid I] 230 

And [aye] on Alefoan faft conld he cry. 

And at the hift fcho anfuerit crabitly. 

Ach I qaha he this that knawia fa weill my name? 

6o henfe, fcho fayif , for Symon u fra hame^ 

And I will herbery no g^iftis heir, periay ; 295 

Thairfoir I pray yow to wend on your way, 

For at this tyme ye may nocht lugit he- 

Than Symone faid, Fair Dame, ken ye nocht me ? 

I am your Symone and haiband of this place. 

Ar ye my fpons Symone ? fcho fayis, Allace I 240 

Be mifknawlege I had almaift mifgane, 

Qnha wenit that ye fa lait wald half cum hame ? 

Scho fiertis up, and gettis licht in hy, 
And oppinit than the yett füll haifiely. 
Scho tnk fra him bis geir, at all deyyifs ; 245 

Syne welcomit him on maift hairtly wyifs. 
He bad the Madin kindill on the fyre, 
Syne graith me meit, and tak ye all thy hyre. 
The Gudwyf faid [rieht] fchortly, Ye me trow, 
Heir ia no meit that ganand is for yow. 250 

How fa, fair Dame ? Gra geit me eheife and breid, 
6a fill the ilowp, bald me no mair in pleid, 
For I am Terry tyrit, wett, and cauld. 
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Than np fcho raif% and dorft nocht mair be bauldi 
Cayerit the borde, thairon fett meit in hj, 255 
Ana fowfit nolt fate, and fcheip heid, haiftely ; 
And fam canld meit fcho brocht to him belyye» 
And fillit the ftowp : the Gndman than wes blyth. 
Than fatt he denn» and fwoir, Be Allhallow 
I fair rieht weill and I had ane gud fallow. 260 
Dame eit with me, and drink gif that ye may« 
Said the Gndwyf, Devill inche cun I» nay ; 
It wer mair meit in to yonr bed to be» 
Than now to fit defyrand Company. 

[The Freiris twa, that in the loft can ly, 265 
Thay hard him weill defyrand cumpany.] 
Freir Robert faid, AUace I Gud bruder deir, 
I wald the Gudman wiil that we wer heir» 
42uha wait perchance fum bettir wald he fair ; 
For fickerly my hairt will ay be fair 270 

Gif yone fcheip heid with Symon birneift be ; 
Sa mekill gud cheir being in the alroerie. 
And with that word he gaif ane hoift anone. 
The Gudman hard, and fpeirit, Quha is yone ? 
[Methiuk that thair is men into yon loft. 275 

The Gudwyf anfnerit, with wourdis foft» 
Yon are your awin Freyris brether tway. 
Sy mone faid, [ Dame] »teil me, quhat Freiris be thay ? 
Yone is Freir Robert, and filly Freir Allane, 
That all this day hes trayellit with grit pane. 280 
Be thay come heir it wes fo verry lait, 
Curfue wes rung, and clofit wes thair yait ; 
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And in yone loft I gaif tlianie harberye. 

The Gadmaa faid, Sa 6od liaif pari of me, 

The Freiris twa ar hairtly welcome hidder, 285 

6a call thame denn, that we ma drink togidder. 

The Gndwyf faid, I reid yow lat thame be, 

Thay had levir fleip, nor fit in cnmpanye ; 

[To drinicf and dot, it ganis nocht for thame« 

Let be, fair Dame, thy wordit ar in rane, 290 

I will thame haif, be Goddis dignit^ ; 

Mak no delay, bot bring thame doun to me.^ 

The Gndman faid unto the Maid [in] thone, 

Goy pray thame baith to come tili me annone. 

And föne the trop the Madin oppinit thao, 295 

And bad thame baith cum denn to the Gndman. 

Freir Robert faid, Now, be fweit Sanct Jame» 

The Gndman is Terry welcome harne ; 

And for hia weilfair dalie do we pray ; 

We fall annone cum doun, to him ye fay. SOO 

Than with that word thay ilart up baith attone, 
And doun the trop delyrerly thay come, 
Haifit Symone als föne as thay him fS ; 
And he agane thame weloomit hairtfoUie, 
And faid, Cum heir, myne awin bredir deir ! 305 
And fett yow denn föne befyde me heir, 
For I am now allone, as ye may f§ ; 
Thairfoir fitt donn, and beir me cnmpanye^ 
And tak yow part of fic gud as we haif« 
Freir AUane faid, Sir, I pray God yow fuf l 810 
For heir is now annuch of Goddis gud« 
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Than Symon snfwerity Now, be the Rad| 

Yit wald I gi£F ane cronn of gold for me 

For fum gad meit and drink amangis ns thr^. 

Freir Robert faid, Qnbat drinkis wald ye craif, 315 

Or qahat meitis defyre ye for to haif ? 

For I haif mony findry praotikis feir 

Beyond ye fey, in Pareift did I leir, 

That I wald preve glaidly for yonr faik. 

And for yonr Dames, that harbry cowd ns nuuk. S20 

I tak on band, and ye will oonnfale keip, 

That I fall gar yow £^ or ever I fleip, 

Of the bell meit that is in this contra ; 

Of Grafcone wyne» gif ony in it be ; 

Or, be thair ony within ane hnndreth myloi 325 

It fall be heir within a bony quhyle. 

>The Gudman had grit mervell of this tull ; 
And faidi [Brother,] my hairt [will] neir be haill 
Bot gif ye preve that practik, or ye parte, 
[Be qnbat kin fcience, nigromanfy, or art. 330 
Freir Robert faid, Of thia ye have no dreid ; 
For I can do fer mair, and thair be neid. 
Than Symon fiud, Freir Robert, I yon pray, 
For my fake, that fcience ye wald aflay, 
To mak üb fport. And than the Freir uprais, 335 
And tuk bis bnke, and to the flure he gais.] 
He tnmis it oor, and reidis it a littül fpace, 
And to the eiil direct he tumis bis face, 
Syne to the weft, he tumit and Inkit down ; 
And tuk bis buk and red ane orifoun. 340 
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And ay luf eyne wer on Ihe almeiy» 

And on the troch, qohair that Freir Johne did ly* 

Than fal he donn» and keft abak his hnde ; 

He gnuiity and he glowrit» as he wer woid. 

And qnhylis füll he (att in ftud^ing ; 345 

And nthir qnhylis nponn hit buk reding. 

And [qnhylis] with haith his handis he wald dap ; 

And nthir qnhylis wald he glowr and gaip ; 

Syne in the fowth he tomit him abowt» 

Weillthryifs and nuur than lawly oowdhelowty 850 

Qohen that he oome neir [band] the almery. 

Huurat onr Dame had woundir grit inyy ; 

For in hir hairt feho had ane perfaving 

That he had knawin all hir goriming. 

Scho faw him gif the almery fic a ftraik; 355 
Unto hir felf fcho faid, füll weill I wut 
lambotfchentyheknawisfnllweill my thocht» 
Qnhat fall I do ? Allace, that I wes wrocht I 
6et Symon wit, it wilbe deir doing. 
Be that the Freir had left his ilnd6ing ; 360 

And on his feit he ftartis np fall ftore. 
And Gome agane» and feyit all his eure« 
Now is it done, and ye fall haif playntie 
Of breid and wyne, the beft in tbis contra. 
Thairfoiri fair Dame, get np delyrerlie, 365 

And ga belyye nnto yone almerie» 
And oppin it ; and f^ ye bring ns fyne 
Ane pair of boiffis fall of Gafcone wyne> 
Thay had ane galloan and mair,. that wait I weill i 
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And bring us ab the mayne breid in a creill ; 370. 
Ane pair of cnnyng^s, fat and het pypand, 
The caponis als je fall us bring fra band ; 
Tua pair of pertrikis, I wait thair is na ma. 
And eik of pluveris fe that ye bring us twa. 

The Gudwyf wifi it wes no variance ; 375 

Scho knew tbe Freir had fene hir govirnance. 
Scbo faw it wes no bute for to deny ; 
With that foho went nnto the almeiy 
And opinnit it, and than fcho fand [rieht] thair 
All that the Freir had fpokin of befoir. 380 

Scho ilert abak, as fcho wer in a fray» 
And fanyt hir ; and fmyland cowd fcho fay. 
Ha, Benedicite t Quhat may this bene l 
Qnha evir afoir hes fic a fairly fene ? 
Sa grit a mervell as now hes appinnit hcir ! 385 
Quhat fall I fay ? He is ane haJy Freir, 
He faid fnll fnth of all that he did fay. 
Scho brecht all furth, and on the burd cowd lay 
Baith breid, and wyne, and uthir thing^s moir ; 
Cunyngis and caponis, as ye hidf hard befoir; 390 
Fertrikis and pluveris befoir thame hes fcho brecht. 
The Freir knew weill, and faw thair wantit uocht ;. 
Bot all wes forth brecht, evin at his devyis« 
Quhen Symone faw it appinnit on this wyis. 
He had grit wondir ; and fweris be the mone> 395 
That Freir Robert weill his dett had done : 
He may be callit ane man of grit fcienee>. 
Sa fuddanly maid all this purviance, 
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Hef broclit ns lieir, throngli hif grit fabtdtie, 
And throw hii knawlege in filofophie : 400 

In ane gad tyme it wes qnhen he come hidder. 
Now fiU the Gop that we may drink togidder; 
And mak gnd cheir eftir thia langfom day ; 
For I haif riddin ane wonndir wilfome way. 
Now God be loyit, heir is fa£Sfance 405 

Unto US all throw yonr gnd govirnance I 

And than annone thay drank eyin roond abowt 
Of Gafcone wyne : The Freiria pLiyit cop owt. 
Thay fportit thame, and makis mirry cheir 
With fangis lowd, baith Symone and tEe Fr«r ; 410 
And on thb wyifs the lang nicht thay onrdraif ; 
No thing thay want that thay defyrd to haif» 
Than Symon faid to the Gudwyf in hy. 
Cum heir, fiur Dame» and fett yow denn me by ; 
And tak parte of fic gnd aa we haif heir, 415 

And hairtly, I yow pray» to thank thia Freir 
Of hia bening grit befinea and eure 
That he hea done to na uponn thia flnre ; 
And brocht na meit and drink habonndanUie, 
Qnhairfoir of rieht we ancht mirry to be. 420 

Bot all thidr fport, qnhen thay war nudft at eifa, 
Unto our Dame it wea bot littiU pleifa* 
For uther thing thair wea in to hir thocht ; 
Scho wea fo red> hir hairt wea ay on flocht» 
That throw the Freir fcho fowld difcoverit be ; 425 
To him fcho lukit oft tymea effeiritUoi 
And ay düparit in [hir] hairt waa fcho, 
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That he had witt of all hir pnnreance to. 
Thiis fatt fcho ilill, and wifl no udir wane ; 
Quhat eyir thay fay, fcho lute him all allane» 43(h 
Bot fcho drank with thame in to cnmpany 
With fenyeit cheir, and hairt foll wo and hery. 
Bot thay wer blyth annuche, Grod wait, and fang, 
For ay the wyne was rakand thame amang ; 
Qahill at the laft, thay woix rieht blyth ilk one. 435^ 

Than Symone faid unto the Freir annone» 
I manrell meikill how that this may he» 
In tili fchort tyme that ye fa fuddanlye, 
Hes brocht to us fa mony denteis dein 
Thairof haif ye no mervell, quoth the Freir, 440 
I haif ane pege fall pre^y of my awin, 
Quhen evir I lifl will cam to me unknawin. 
And bring to me fic thing as I will haif; 
Quhat eyir I lifl it neidis me nocht to criüf : 
Thairfoir be blyth, and tak in patience^ 445 

And trefl ye weiU I fall do diiigencey 
Gif that ye ]i% or thinkis to haif moir, 
It falbe had, and I fall fland thairfoir, 
Incontinent that famyn fall ye fe ; 
Bot I proteil that ye keip it previe, 450 

Latt no man wttt that I caft do fic thing. - 
Than Symone f woir and faid, Be hevynnis King, 
It falbe kepit prevy, as for me : 
But, bruder deir, your fervand wald I fe, 
Gif it yow pleis, that we may drynk togidder, 455 
For I wait nocht gif ye ma ay cum hidder 
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Qahen that we waat onr neidtt fio as thit* 

The Freir faid, Nay, fo mot I half heyynia blUk, 

Yow to half the ficht of my fenrand 

It can nocht be ; ye fall weill andirftand, 46Q 

That ye may le him graithly in hU awin kynd. 

Bot ye annone fowld go owt of your ntynd^ 

He is fo fowll and ngly for to f<§ ; 

I dar nocht awnter for to tak on me» 

To bring bim hidder heir in to oor ficht, 465 

And namely now» fo lait in to the nicht ; 

Bot gif it wer on fic a maner wyifa 

Him to tranflait or ellis diflagyifiy 

Fra bis awin kynd in to ane uder ftait. 

Than Symone faid, I mak no moir debait ; 470 

As pleififl yow fo lykis it to me» 

As erir ye lifl, bot fane wald I him fe« 

In tili quhat kynd fall I him gar appeir ? 

Than Symone faid» In liknes of a freir» 

In qnhyt cullour ; rieht as Toor felf it war : 475 

For qnhyt cuUour will no body deir* 

Freir Robert faid» That fwa it cowld nocht be 

For fic canfiTes as he may weiU foirfe» 

That he compeir in to oor habeit quhyt : 

Untill onr Ordonr it wer a grit difpyte» 480 

That ony fic unworthy wicht as he 

In tili onr habeit men fowld behald or fe ; 

Bot, fen it pleiffis yow that ar heir» 

Ye fall him fe in liknes of a freir» 

In habeit blak» it was his kynd to.weir» 485 
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Into fic wyifs that lie fall no man deir. 

Gif ye fo do, and rewll yow at all wyifs ; 

To hald yow clois and ilill at my devyifs, 

Qnbat evir it be ye owdir fe or heir, 

Ye fpeik no word, nor mak no kynd of fleir ; 490 

Bot bald yow cloifs» qnbiU I haif done my cnre. 

Tban faid be, Symone, ye mon be on the flore, 

Neir band befyd witb ftaff in to yonr band ; 

Huf ye no dreid, I fall yow ay warrand. 

Tban Symone faid» I aßent tbat it be f wa, 495 

And np be ftart, and gat a libberla 

In to bis band, and on tbe flnre be ftert, 

Sam tbing ^ärayit, tbocbt ftalwart was bis bairt 

Tban to l^e Freir faid Symone verry föne, 

Now teil me, Maifler, qnbat ye wiU baif done ? 500 

No tbing, be faid, bot bald yow cloifs and üill ; 

Qnbat evir I do tak ye gnd tent tburtill ; 

And neir tbe dnr ye byd yow prevely, 

And qnben I bid yow ftryk, flrek bardely ; 

In to tbe nek f<§ tbat ye bit bim riebt» . 505 

Tbat faQ I warrand, qnotb be, witb all my miobt. 

Tbns on tbe flure I leif bim ilandand flill, 
Bydand bis tyme ; and turne agane I will, 
How tbat tbe Freir did tak bis büke in by. 
And [tumit] onr tbe levis füll befely 510 

Ane fiill lang fpace ; and quben be bad done fwa, 
Towart tbe trocb witbowttin wordis ma, 
He gois belyfe, and on tbis wyifs fayis be. 
Ha, bow, Hurlybafs 1 now I coojure tb6. 
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That thoa vprylM and föne to me 9ppw, 515 

la Iiabeit bhk in liknes of a £reir : 

Owt of this troch» qnhair that thow doia ly^ 

Thow. rax thö föne, and mak no dyn nor cry ; 

Thow tumbill onr the troch that we may tk. 

And nnto us thow fohaw th4 oppinlie : 520 

And in this place fe that thow no man greif; 

Bot draw thy handis boith in to thy fleif. 

And pidl thy oowU dornt owttonr thy face; 

Thow may thank God, that thow gettis fio a graoe I 

Thairfoir thou tnrf« th^ to thyne awin reflet^ 525 

84 this be done» and mak no moir debait : 

In thy departing, f6 thow mak no deray 

Unto no wicht, bot frely pafs thy way ; 

And in this place, fö that thow cum no moir 

Bot I command th6, or ellis th^ charge befoir ; 530 

And our the ftair fe that thow ga gnd fpeid ; 

Gif thow dois nocht on thy awin penrell beid« 

With that the Freir that under the troch lay 
Raxit him föne, bot he wes in a fray» 
And up he raifs, and wiil na bettir wayn, 535 

Bot of the troch he tnmlit onr the ftane ; 
Syne fra the famyn qnhairin he thocht him lang, 
Unto the dure he preifit him to gang ; 
With hevy cheir, and dreiiy coantenanoe» 
For nevir befoir him happinnit fio a chance. 540 
And quhen Freir Robert faw him gangand by, 
dato the Gadman lull lowdly cowd he cry, 
Stryk, ftryk herdely, for now is tyme to th4* 
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*M^th that Symone a felloim dap lait fl^^ 

With liis burdonn h6 hit bim on tbe nek« 54& 

He wes fa ferce be feil owttonr tbe fek. 

And brak bis beid uponn ane maflarde ilane. 

Be tbis Freir Jobnne attour tbe ftair is ganei 
In fic wyifs tbat mifl be bes tbe trap, 
And ift ane myre be feil, fic was bis bap, £50 

Well foarty futis of breid, nndir tbe flair ; 
Yeit gat be np, witb cletbing no tbing fair ; 
Füll drerelie uponn bis feit be ftude» 
And tbrow tbe myre iuU fmertly tban be yode. 
And onr tbe wall be clam riebt baiftely, 555 

QabUk round abowt wes laid witb ftanis dry. 
Off bis efcbaping in bairt be wes füll fane^ 
I trow be fall be laitb to cum agane« 

Witb tbat Freir Robert fiart abak, and fa^ 
Qnbair tbe Gudman lay fa woundir law 560 

Upoun tbe flure, and bleidand wes bis beid : 
He ftert to bim, and went be bad bene deid ; 
And dawcbt bim up witbovrttin wordis moir^ 
And to tbe dure delyverly bim bure ; 
And fra tbe wind wes blawin twyiis in bis ßice, 565 
Tban be ourcome witbin a lytill fpace. 
And tban Freir Robert franyt at bim fafl^ 
Qubat ailit bim to be fo foir agafl ? 
He faid, Yone Freir bes maid me tbns gait fay. 
Lat be, quotb be ^ tbe werft is all away ; 570 

IVfak mirry, man, and ie ye mume na mair, 
Ye baif bim ilrifcin quy t owttour tbe ilair* 
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I faw him ilip» gif I th^ fath caa teil, 

Doun our the flair» in tiU a myre he felL 

Bot lat Um go» he wes a graedeft gaift, 575 

And bbnn yow to yonr bed, for it is beft. 

Hing Symonia heid nponn the flaue wes hrokin ; 
And onr the flair the Freir in myre he$ loppin> 
A]|d tap otir taill» he fyld wes wolindir ill ; 
And Alefone on na wayia gat hir wilL 580 

This is the ftory that happinnit ofthat Freir» 
"tio moir thair is, bot Chryft os help moft deirt 
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Devorit with dreme, devyfing in my flummer, 
How tliat tkis realme> with NobUlis owt of mmiiner 

Gydit, provydit fa mony yeirh lie$ bene ; 
And now- fie hnngir, fic cowartic, and fio commer, 

Within thk land wes nevir hard nor fene» 5 

Sic pryd with Prellattisy fo few tili preiche and pray» 
Sic hant of harlettis with thame, baith nicht and day» 

That fowld haif ay thair 6od afoir thair ene. 
So nyce array, fo ftrange to thair abbay» 

Within this land was nerir hard nor fene. 10 

So mony Preiflis ded np in fecnlar weid, 

With blaiing breütis cailing thair clathis on breid^ 

It is no neid to teil of quhome I mene> 
So qnhene the Pfahnes and Teftament to reid» 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene» 15 

So mony maifteris, fo mony gokkit clerkis» 
So mony weflaris, to God and all bis werkis. 

So fyry fparkis, of difpyt fro the iplene, 
Sic lofin farkisy fo mony glengoir merkis, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 20 
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Sa mony lordii, fo mony nalann fidis, 

That heHör aeeordit to play thame at tke tmlig^ 

Nor f«f8 the dnlia that coimnania doii fuftene, 
New tane fira fcnlisy fa mony aais and nralia^ 

Within thia land waa nevir haid nor fcne 85 

Sa melde treflbne^ fa mony pailjall ikwi% 
Sa littill refibne» to help the oommoon eanfi^ 

That all the lawia ar nocht fet hy ane prene; 
Sic fenyeit flawi% fa mony waftit wawi% 

Within thia land was nevir hard nor fene# SO 

Sa mony thetyit and mnrdereria wein kend» 
Sa grit relevis of lordis ihame to defend» 

Beoawifl iJiay fpend the pelf thame hetwene^ 
Sa few tili wend thia mifcheif, tili am«id, 

ÜVlthin thia land was neyir hard nor fene» 35 

Thia to oorrect, thay fchoir with mony crakldsi 
Bat littill eflfect of fpeir or hattell-ax, 

Qnhen cnragelakkis the eorfi that fowld mak kene ; 
Sa mony jakki% and brattia on beggarii baklds^ 

Within thia land waa nevir hard nor fene» 40 

Sic Tant of wonfloaria withhairtia in finfnll ftatoria, 
Sic brawlaria andbofteria, degenerat fra thair naturia» 

And fic regratouria, the peure man to preyene ; 
Sa mony tratonria, fa mony rabeatonria» 

Within thia land waa nevir hard nor fene. 45 
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Sa mony Jugeis and Lordis now maid of late^ 
Sa finall refiigeis the peure man to debait $ 

,Sa mony eftait, for commomi weill fa qubenc» 
Ouir vjl the gait, fa mony thevis fa tait, 
i Within this land was nevir hard nor fene» 50 

Sa mony jane fentence retreitit, for to win 
Geir airid acquentance, or kyndnefs of thair kin ; 

Thay think no fin, qnhair proffeit camig betwene ; 
Sa mony ^e gin, to haut thame tö the pin, 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene. 55 

Sic kn^vis and cnüdourisy to phiy at cartb and dyee, 
Sic halland-fchekkaris, quhilk at Cokkilbeis gryce^ 

A^ haldin of pryce^ quhen lymmaris dois convene ; 
Sic iloir pf vyce> fa mony wittis miwyce^ 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene« 60 

Sa \nöny merchandis, fa mony ar menfwome^ 
Sic penr teniMmdis, fic cnrfing evin and mome» 

Quhilk (layis the come, and fract that growis grene ; 
Sic ikaith and fcome, fa mony paitlattis wome^ 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene* 65 

Sa mony rakkettis, fa mony ketche-pillaris» 
^Sic ballisy fic knackettis, and fic tutiviUarisi 

And fic evill-willaris to fpeik of King and Quene ; 
Sicpudding-fillaris» difcending dounefrome miliaris^ 

Within this land was nevir hard nor fene« 70 
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Sic fkrtingailliB on llaggis als fatt as qnlnülig, 
Faeit Ijk fblia with battis that littill ayaillis ; 

And fic^^dwill taillis to fweip the calfay dene. 
Hie dnfl Viplkaillis, mony fillok with fuk faillisy 

Within tJiis land was nevir hard nor fene. 75 

Sa mony ane Kittie, dreft op with goldin dbeny^^ 
Sa few witty, that weill can fiibillig fenyie» 

With apül ren^is ay fchawand hir goldin chene^ 
Of Sathanis feiny^> füre &c an unfall menyie 
' Within this land was nevir hard nor fene* 80 
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In fecreit place this hindir nycht» 
I hard ane beme fay tili ane bricht, 
My himnyy my houp, my hairt, my heill, 
I half bene lang yoiir lufar leill, 

And can of yow get confort nane ; 5 

How lang wiU ye with denger deill ? 

Ye brek my hairt, my bony ane I 

His bony beird was kemd and croppit. 

Bot all with kaiU it wes bedroppit ; 

And he weg comich, fulich, and g^kkit, 10 

He dappit fad, he kift, he chukkit 

As with the glaikis he wer onigane ; 
Yit be his feiris he wald 

Ye brek my hairt, my bony ane I 

Quoth he, My hairt^ fweit as the hunny, 15 

Sen that I bom wes of my mynny, 
I wowit nevir ane uder bot yow ; 
My warne is of your lufe fo fow, 

That as ane gaifl I glour and grane, 
I trymmill fa, ye will nocht trow : 20 

Ye brek my hairt, my bony ane I 
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Te hie I q^oth fcho, and gaiff ane gawf, 

Be ftill my cowffyne and my cawf» 

My new fpaind howphyn fra the gowl^ 

And all the blythnes of my bowk ; 25 

My fweit fwanhy, faif yow allane, 
Na leid I Inyit all thia owk : 

Fow leifs me that gmceleft gane. 

Quoth he, My claveri my cnrledoddy, 

My hony foppis, my fweit pcfloddy^ 30 

Be nocht our bufleons to yonr bUlie, 

Be warme hairtit and nodit illwillie ; 

Your hals as qnhyt as quhalLi hane» 
Crarfs ryfe on loft my qnhilly lillie : 

Ye brek my hairt, my bony ane. 35 

Quoth fchoy My clip my unfpaynd ichane, 
With mnderis milk yit in your michaney 
My beQy-huddroun, my fweit hurl^ bawfy» 
My hony gukkis, my flawfy gawfy, 

Your mufing wald pers ane hairt of ftane, 40 
Ga tak gnd confort, my greit heidit gaidy : 

Fow leia me that graceles gane« 

Quoth he, My kid, my capircalyeane, 

My bony bab with the ruch brilyeane, 

My tendir girdill^ my wally gowdy» 45 

My tirly mirly, my towdy mowdy ; 

Quhen that our mowthis dois meit at ane^ 
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My ftang dois cork in with yonr towdy : 
Ye brek my hairt, my bony aae. 

Quoth fcho» [Now] tak me be the band» 50 

Welcum, my golk of Maryland, 

My chirry, and my maiklefs mynyeoun, 

My facker fweit as ony nnyopun, 

My flmmmil fiirk, yit new to fpane, 
I am applyid to your opinyon : 55 

Fow leis me that g^racelefs gane. 

He gaif tili bir ane appill raby ; 

Grammercy, qnotb fcbo, My fweit oowhubby. 

8yne tha twa tili ane play began, 

-Qahilk that thay call the dirrydan ; 60 

Quhill bayth thair bewis did meit in ane. 
Fow wo, qnoth fcho, qnhair will ye, man ? ' 

Fow leis me> that gracelefs gane. 



COUNSALE IN LUVE. 



Faine vald I love» bot qnhair abowt, * 

Thair is fo mony lavaria thairowt, 

That thair is left no place to me ; 
Qnhairof J hovit now in dowt» 

«if I fowld luve, or lat it be. 5 

Sa mony ar tbair ladeis treitis 
With triumphand amoarefs balleitis, 

And ddis thair bewteis pryifs £o h6f 
That I find nocht bot daft confaitis 

To fay of Inve.— Bot lat it be. 10 

Sam thinkis his lady Inftieft ; 
Sam haldis his lady for the beft ; 

Snm fayis his luve is A per fe ; 
Bot fam, forfuthy ar fo oppreil 

With Inve, wer bettir lat it be. 15 

Snm for his ladyis Iure lyis feik, 
Snppois fcho comptis it nocht a leik ; 

And fum drowpis down as he wold die ; 
Snm flrykis down a threid bair cheik 

For Inre, wer bettir lat it be. 20 
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SQm layifl lang and lyis behind; 

Snm luTis and freindfchip can nocht fynd; 

Sam feftnit is, and ma nocht fl6 ; 
Snm led is lyk the beUy-blynd 

With luve, wer bettir lat it be* 25 

Thocht luve be grene in gad cnragey 
And be difficill tili aflwage, 
llie end of it is miferie : 
Mifgovernit yowtb makis gowfiy aige ; 
^ Forbeir ye nocbt, and lat it be. ^0 

Bot quba perfytly wdd imprent, 
Sowld fynd bis lute maiil permanent, 

Lnye Grod, thy prince, and jEreind, all tbr^^ 
Treit weill tby felf, and iland eontent, 

And latt all utbir luyaris be» 35 
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Gif ye wald lofe and lorit be^ 
In mynd keip weill thir thingis thr4» 
And fadiy in thy breift imprent, 
Be fecreit, trew, and pacient. 

For he that pacience can nocht leir, 5 

He fall difplefance half, perqneir, 
Thocht he had all this warldis rent : 
Be fecreit, trev, and pacient. 

For quha that fecreit can nocht be, 
Hirn all gud faUowfchip fall fl^, 10 

And credence nane fall him be lent : 
Be fecreit» trew, and pacient 

And he that is of hairt nntrew, 
Fra he be kend, fair weill, adew. 
Fy on him, fy I bis fame is went : 15 

Be fecreity trew, and pacient. 

Thns he that wantis aae of thir thr6y 
Ane Invar glaid may nevir be, 
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Bot ay in fam thing difcontent : 
Be fecreiti trew^ and pacient. 20 

Nocht witfa tby tonng thy felf difcnre 
The thingig that thow hes of natnre ; 
For> giff thow dois, thow fold repent : 
Be fecreity trew, and pacient. 



BALLAD OF KYND KITTOK. 



My Gndame wes a gay wife, bot fcho wes rycht gend, 

Scho dnelt fdrth fer in to Franoey apon FaUdand feil ; 
Thay callit her Kynd Kittok, qaha fa hir weil! kend : 

Scho wes like a caldrone cruke der ander kell ; 
Thay threpit that fcho deit of thrift, and maid agad end. 5 
Efter hir dede, fcho dredit nonght in herin for to dnell ; 
And fa to herin the hieway dredlefs fcho wend, 
Yit fcho wanderity and yeid by to ane ebriche welL 
Scho met thar, as I wene, 
Ane aik rydand on a fnaill« 10 

And cryity Ourtane fidlow, haill t 
And raid ane inche behind the taill» 
Quhill it wes neir eyin. 

Sna fcho had hap to be horfit to hir herbry, 

Att ane ailhous neirheyin» it nyghttit thaim thare ; 15 
Scho deit of thrifl in this warld^ that gert hir be fo dry^ 

Scho nevir eit, bot drank our mefur and mair. 
Scho (lepit qnhill the morne at none, and rais airly; 

And to the yettis of hevin faft can the wife fair» 
And by Sanct Fetir, in at the yett, fcho ilall prevely : 20 

[ He] Inkit and faw hir lattin in» and lewch bis hert fair. 



3ff BALLAD OF KYKD KITTOK. 



And thar, veris feven 
Scho levit a gud life, 
And wes onr Ledyis hen wyfe; 
. And held Sanct Petir at flryfe» 25 

Ay qabill fcho wes in hevin. 

Scho lakit ont on a day, and thoght ryght lang 
To fe the ailhous beßde, in tili an erill honr ; 
And out of hevin the hie gait couth the wyfe gang [30 
For to get hir ane frefchedrink, the aillof hevin wesfour. 
Schocome againe to hevinnis yett, qnhen that the bell rang, 

Sanct Petir hit hir with a club, quhiU a gret clour 
Hais in hir heid, becans the wyfe yeid wrang. 

Than to the ailhoos agane fcho ran, the pycharis to pour. 
And for to brew, and baik. 35 

Freindis, I pray you hertfolly, 
Gif ye be thrifty or dry, 
Drink with my Ondame, as ye ga by> 
Anys for my faik. 



THE DROICHIS PART OF THE PLAY 

AN INTERLUDE. 



Harry, harry, hobillfchowe I 
S6 qaha is cammyn nowe. 
Bot I wait neyir howe, 

With the qahorle wynd ? 
A ferjand owt of Soldane land, 5 

A gyand flrang for to ftand, 
That with the ftrenth of my hand 

Beres may bynd. 

Yit I trowe that I vary, 

I am the nakit, blynd Hary, 10 

That kng has bene in the Fary 

Farleis to fynd ; 
And yit gif this be nocht I, 
I wait I am the fpreit of 6y ; 
Or eilig go by the fky 15 

Licht as the lynd. 

The GoD of molt magnificence, 
Conferf this har prefens, 
And faif this amyable andiens, 

Grete of renoune ; 20 
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Proweft, baillies, officeris. 
And honerable induellaris, 
Marcliandis, and familiaris, 

Of all this fair Towne. 

Quha is cummyn heir, bot I, 25 

A bauld builuofs bellamy, 
At your Corss to mak a cry, 

With a hie fowne ? 
Quhilk generit am of gyandis kynd, 
Fra flrang Hercules be flrynd ; 30 

Off all the occident of Ynd, 

My eldaris bair the croune. 

My fore grantfchir, hecht Fyn MacKowle, 

That dang the devill, and gart him yowle, 

The (kyis ranyd qnhen he wald fcowle, 35 

And trublit all the air : 
He gat my grantfchir Gog Magog ; 
Ay qnhen he danfit, the warld wald fcfaog ; 
Five thoufand ellis yeid in his frog 

Of Hieland pladdis, and mair. 40 

Yit he was bot of tendir youth ; 
Bot eftir he grewe mekle at fonth, 
Ellevyne myle wyde met was his mouth, 

His teith was ten myle fqwair. 
He wald apon his tais fland, 45 

And tak the flemis donne with his band. 
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And fet tham in a gold garland 
Above bis wyfis hair» 

He had a wyf was lang of clift ; 

Hir hed wan hiear tban the lift ; 50 

Tbe beyyne rerdit quben fcbo wald rift ; 

Tbe lafs was no thing (klender : 
Scbo fpiUit Locb-Lomond witb bir lippis ; 
Tbunner and fyre-flaucbt flewe fra bir bippu ; 
Qaben fcbo was crabit, tbe fon tbolit clippit ; 55 

Tbe fende dürft nocbt offend bir. « 

For cald fcbo tnke tbe fevir tertane ; 
For all tbe daitb of Frannce and Bertane, 
Wald nocbt be tili bir leg a gartane, 

Tbocbt fcbo was ying and tender ; 60 

Apon a nycbt beir in tbe Nortb, 
Scbo tnke tbe grawell, and flalit Cragortb 
Scbo pifcbit tbe mekle watter of Fortb ; 

Sic tyde ran efter bender. 

A tbing writtin of bir I fynd, 65 

In Irland quben fcbo blewe bebynd, 
At Noroway coflis fcbo raiit tbe wynd, 

And gpret fcbippis drownit tbar. 
Scbo fifcbit all tbe Spanye feis, 
Witb bir fark lape befor bir tbeis ; 70 

Seryne dayis faling betuix bir kneis, 

Was eftymit and mair. 
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The hyngand brayis on athir fyde, 
Scho poltit with hir lymmis wyde ; 
Laffis mycht leir at hir to flryd, 75 

Wald ga to lafis lair. 
Scho merkit fyne to land with myrth ; 
And pifchit fyve quhalis in the Firtb, 
That cropyn war in hir geig for girth, 

Weiterand amang the wair. 80 

My father, mekle Gow Mackmome, 
Out of that wyfis warne was fchorne ; 
For litilnefs fcho was forlorne, 

Sic a kempe to beir : 
Or he of eld was yeris thr^, 85 

He wald itep our the Occeane fä ; 
The mone fprang never above his kn^ ; 

The hevyn had of him feir. 

Ane thoufand yere is paft fra mynd , 

Sen I was generit of his kynd, ^<) 

Füll far amang the defertis of Ynde, 

Amang lyoun and beir : 
Baith the King Arthour and Gawane» 
And mony bald beme in Brettane, 
Ar deid, and in the weris flane, 95 

Sen I couth weild a fpeir. 

Sophea and the Soldane firang, 
With weris that has leftit lang, 
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Fürth of thar boundis maid me to gang, 

And turn to Turky tyte. 100 

The King of Frauncui gret army, 

Has brocht in darth in Lombardy ; 

And in ane cuntr6 he and 1 

May nocht baith fiand perfyte. 

In Denmark, Swetheiik, and Noroway, 105 

Na in the Steidis I dar nocht ga ; 
Amang thaim is bot tak and fla, 

Cat thropillis, and mak quyte. 
Irland for evir I have refufit, 
All wichtig fuld bald me excufit» 1 10 

For nevir in land quhar Eirifche was ufit, 
To duell had I delyte. 

I have bene forthwart ever in feild, 

And now fo lang I haf borne fcheld, 

That I am all crynd in for eld 1 15 

This litill, as ye may £§• 
I haye bene bannifl under the lynd 
Füll lang, that no man couth me fynd ; 
And now with this last fonthin wynd, 

I am cummyn heir, pard6. 120 

My name is Welth, thairfor be blyth, 
I come heir comfort yow to kyth ; 
Suppofs that wretchis wryng and wryth. 
All darth I fall gar d6 ; ' 
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For fekerly, the treuth to teil, 125 

I come amang yow heir to duell, 
Fra found of Sanct Grelis bell, 
Nevir think I to fl6. 

Quharfor in Scotland come I heir, 

With yow to byde and perTeveir, 130 

In ESdinburoh, qnhar ig meriaft cheir, 

Plefans, difport and play ; 
Qahilk is the lampe, and A per fe, 
Of this regionn, in all degr6, 
Of welefair, and of honefl^, 135 

Renoune, and riche aray. 

Sen I am Welth, commyn to this wane, 
Ye noble Merchandis eyerilkane, 
Addrefs yow Airth with bow and flane, 

In lufty grene Infraye ; 140 

And follow furth on Robyn Hude, 
With hartis coragioofs and g^d, 
And thocht that wretchis wald ga wod, 

Of worfchipe bald the way. 

For I, and my thr6 feres aye, 145 

Weilpair, Wantoness, and Play, 
Sali byde with yow, in all afllray. 

And cair put clene to flicht : 
And we fall dredlefs us addrefs, 
To bannifs derth, and all diitrefs ; 150 
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And with all fportis, and merynefsy 

Your hartis bald ever on hiebt. 

Sen I am of melde quantit^, 

Of gyand kynd, as ye may fe, 

Qoliar fall be goUin a wjrf to me 155 

Sicklyke of breid and biobt ? 
I dreid tbat tbair be nocbt a bryde. 
In all tbig towne may me abyd, 
Quha wait g^f ony beir befyde, 

Micbt fuffer me all nycbt. 160 

Witb yow fen I mon leid my lyf. 
Gar ferfs baitb Lontbiane and Fyf, 
And wale to me a mekle wyf, 

A gret ungracionfs gan ; 
Sen fcbo is gane, tbe Gret Forlore 165 



Adew I ^irweill ; for now I go. 
Bot I will nocbt lang byd yow fro ; 
Cbrift yow conferve fra every wo, 

Baitb madin, wyf, and man. 
God blifg tbame, and tbe Haly Rnde, 170 

QiriB me a drink, fa it be gude ; 
And qnba trowis beft tbat I do lade, 

Skynk firfl to me tbe kan. 



BALLAD OF ÜNSTEDFASTNES, 



In all onre gardyn growis tbare na flouris, 

Herbe nor tree that frute lies borne this yere, 
The leyys are doon fchakyn with the fchouris, 

The fynkle fadit in oure grene herbere ; 

The birdis that bene wount to fyngen here, 5 
In all this May unefe has fongin thrife ; 

And all of Dangere is our gardenere ; 
And Gentrife is put quite out of fervice. 

Quhat that I mene be this I dar noght fpeke, 

Nor I na dare, my heart it is fa fare, 10 

Na never fall I me revenge and wreke, 

Bot on myfelf, although I fuld forfare ; 

Sanfand beaut^ I can prife na mare 
Of hyr, that was wont to be gudelieft ; 

And futh it is, and fene in all our quhare, 15 
No erdly thing bot for a tyme may leil. 

Sen in this warld thare is no fekernes, 

Bot pas mon all, and end mon every thing, 
I tak my leve at all Unfiedfaflnes. 



TO THE QUENE DOWAGER. 



O LU8TY fiour of yowth, benyiiig and [Aieit], 
Frefch blome of bewty, blythfull) brycht, andfchene 

Fair InfTiini Lady, gentiU, and diforet, 
Ynog brekand blofttoiy yit on the ftalkis greaCy 
Delytfam lilly, lufty for to be ibne, 5 

Be glaid in hairt and expell havinefs ; 

([Thocht] bair of blifs, that evir fo blyth hes bene, 

DoToyd langooTy and leif in luftinef^« 

Brycht fterne aft monrow that doia tbe nycht byn chafe, 
Of lavis lycbtfom [day tbe] lyfe and gyd, 10 

Lat no dirk dnd abfent firom ns thy face, 
Nor lat no fable frome ns thy bewty hyd» 
That bes no confbrt qnhair that we go er ryd 

Bot to behald the beme of thy brychtnef« ; 

Baneifs all baill, and into blifs abyd ; 1^ 

Devoyd langonr, and leif in Inftinefs. 

Art thow plefand, Infly, yung and fair ; 

Fall of all vertew and gud conditioun, 
Rycht nobill of bind, rycht wyifs and debonair, 

Honorable, gentiU, and faythfnll of renonn, 20 

Liberall, luffnni, and lufty of perfonn, 
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Qahy fuld thow thao lat fadnefs th^ opprefs ? 

In hairt be blyth and lay all dolour donn ; 
Devoyd langour, and leif in Inftinefs« 

I me commend with all hnmilitie 25 

Unto thy bewty, bliifull and bening» 

To qpbome I am, and fall ay ferrand be 
With fleidfafl hairt, and faythfbll trew mening 
Unto the deid, without[en] departing ; 

For qnhais faik I fall my pen addrefs, 30 

Sangis to mak for thy reoonforting, 

That thow may leif in joy and Inftinefs. 

O fair fweit blofliim, now in bewty ilonris, 

Unfaidit bayth of cullonr and vertew, 
Thy nobill Lord that deid hes done devoir, 35 

Faid nocht with weping thy viflage fair of hew ; 

O luffum luily Lady, wyfe, and trew, . 
Caü ont all cair, and confort do increfs, . 

Exyll all fichand, on thy fenrand rew I 
Deroyd hmgour, and leif in Inftinefs. 40 



THE LORDIS OF SCOTLAND TO THE 
GOVERNOÜR IN FRANCE. 



We Lordig hes choiin a chiftane menrellas, 

That left hes us in grit perplexit^ ; 
And him abfentis, vith wylis caatdns, 

Yeiri» and dayis mo than two or thr6 ; 

And nocht intendis the land nor peple fö, 5 

Faltis to correcty nor yicb for to chäce ; 

Cur Lord Ckiyemoury this fedall fend we th6 : 
In lak of juftice this Bealme is fchent^ allace I 

Is nane of os ane uddir Tottis by, . 

Bot laubouris ay for utheris diflractioiui ; 10 
Quhilk is grit plefonr to onr anld innamy. 

And daly oaoffis grit diüentioun, 

Amang us now> and als divifionn, 
Qubilk to heir u [in futh] ane drery cace, 

To th^ our Lord and gyd ander the crown : 15 
In lak of juflice this Reahne is fchent, allace ! 

Thy prudent wit, we think thow hes abufit, 
Abfentand th6 for ony warldly geir ; 

We yame thy prefens, bot oft thow hes refufit 
Till cam us tili, or yit tili merk ns neir, 20 
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Quhilk is the canf« of thift, flawchtir and weir ; 
Approch in tyme» our freindfchip to pwrcliafe, 

Thy lergefs leiü tliy byding byis fall deir : 
In lak of jvftice tlii$ Bealme is febent, allace I 

Covatyce ringis in to the Spiritnall flate, 25 

Yarnand banifice, the qnhilk ar now racand, 
That bat thy prefensi, will eans ryeht srit debait. 

AndcontLrerfytoryi,intoThi.ird; 

And thy bidding we treft thay Ml ganeftand, 
Without thow eum, and prefent thame thy faee^ 30 

Addrefs th^ föne» falfill this will and band : 
In lak of jufüce this Realme is fchent, allace I 

Grit weir and wandreeht hes bene ns amang, 

Sen thy departing, and yit approchis mair, 
Thy tardationn canfiis os to think lang, 85 

For of thy enming we haif rieht grit difpair ; 

Off gyd and goTimance we ar all folitair, 
Dependand ay npoan thy flut and grace ; 

Speid th69 l^airfoir^ in dreid we all forfair : 
In lak of joftice this Realme is fchent^ allace ! 40 






THE DANGER OF WRYTING. 



Faine wald I» with all diligencey 
Ane fang mak, plefand of fentencey 

To everie mannis appetyte ; 
Bot thairin failyes my fcience : 

Thns wait I nocht quluurof to wryte. 

For, tbocht feyin yeir I wer aryTit, 
And with my wittia all devyfit, 

Ane iingulare ihifig to put in dyte ; 
It fald with fam men be difpyfit : 

Thus wait I nocht qoahairof to wryte« 10 

And thocht I fay in generale, 
Sum fall it tak in fpeciale ; 

And of fum folk I fuld have wyte, 
Quham I did never offend nor fall : 

Thus wait I nocht quhairof to wryte. 15 

Wryte I of liberalitie, 
Of gentrice, or nobilitie, 

Than will thay fay I flatter quyte, 
8a few ar of that facultie ; 

Thu8 wait I nocht quhairof to wryte. 20 
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Andy gif I wryte of wretchitncs, 
Than is it war than ever it wes ; 

For thay will fay tbat I bakbyte ; 
So thik that furname dois incres ; 

Thus wait I nocht quhairof to wryte. 25 

Wryte I noclit eftir all menis mynd, 
Suppois that part be erill inclynd, 

The making is nocht wourthe ane myte ; 
Is nane fo hable, heir to Ynde, 

That eftir all mennis will can wryte. 30 

Grit danger is in the endy ting ; 
Gif ly tili rewarde be in wryting, 

Bettir war leif my paper quhyte, 
And [tak] me to uthir delyting : 

Thus wait I nocht quhairof to wryte, 35 



DO FOR THY SELF QUHILL THOU 

ART HEIR. 



DouN hj ane rerer as I red, 

Oat throw a forreft that wes fiur, 
Thynkand how that this warld wes maid ; 

Sa faddanly away we fiur, 

That kingifl and lordis fall half na mair, 5 

Fra tyme that thay be bnnd on beir ; 

Thiis fpak a Fowll, I yow declair, 
Do for thy felf quhill thow art heir. 

I marvellit quhat that bird fowld be 

That wes fo fair, with fedderis gent, 10 

Scho bownid hir nocht to fl6 fra me, 

But fatt, and tald me hir intent,— 

Off thy mifdeidis thow th6 repent. 
And of thy fynnis confefs th6 cleir, 

For Deid that hes bis bow ay bent ; 15 

Do for thy felf qahill thow art heir. 

Fra he begyn to fchute bis fchot, 

Thow wait nocht qnhen that it will licht ; 

He fpairis th6 nocht, in fchip, nor bot, 
In coire, nor craig, nor caftell wicht ; 20 



Ö2 DO FOR THY SELF 



Bot SB the föne that fchynis brichti 
Out throw the glafs that is fo cleir, 

To lenth thy lyfe tfaow hes no micht ; 
Do for thy felf qiihill thow art heir. 

Give ony man his lyfe micht lenth, 25 

I wait it had bene Salamone ; 
Of all wifdome he had the ftrenth. 

He knew the yertew of erb and flone ; 

He cowld noeht for him felf difpone, 
Attonr his dait, to leif a yeir ; SO 

Ane wyfar wicht wes nerer none ; 
Do for thy felf quhill thow art heir. 

Quhairto fowld I thir fampillis f^y ? 

Thow hes fene mo than I can teil, 
Off lordis in to this land perfay, 35 

Som wyfe, fum wicht, fum ferfs, fum feil, 

Thay dowttit nowthir herin nor hell, 
Thay wer fo wicht, withowttin weir ; 

Now with thair fawle we will nocht mell ; 
Do for thy felf quhill thow art heir. 40 

And gif thow beis ane merchand man, 

And wynnis thy living be the fee, 
Spend pairt of the gude that thow wan, 

And keip th6 ay with honeftie ; 

Fra thow be gane, I tak on me, 45 

Thy wyfe will haif ane uthir feir. 



QUHILL THOU ART HEIR. AS 



Thy dalie liunple thow may £6 ; 
Do for thy felf qohill thom art heir. 

Or gif thow het a ben^cei 

Preifs nerir to horde the lorkis gade ; 50 

Do ahnonfs deidit to penre alwayls. 

In to thU waiid to win th^ mde ; 

Thow mon be bureit in thy hude, 
Thy windinfcheit is nocht in weir» 

Thy airis ar of eild to duid ; 55 

Do for thy felf qnhill thow art heir« 

I fay this be a preifl of pryd, 

That wes füll wanton of bis will ; 
Gold and filyer lay him befyd, 

The fremmit thairof thair baggig can fill ; 60 

All that thay prayit for him wes ill, 
For now thay drink and makis gud cheir ; 

Wyfmen faid, he did nane ikill : 
Do for thy felf qnhill thow art heir. 

And of this preifl I will fpeik mair^ 65 

That had fa mekle of warldis wrak^ 
Of all bis freindis, lefs and mair, 

He wald nocht mend thame worth ane plack ; 

Quhill Deid he hint him be the back, 
That he micht nowdir ftand nor ileir, 70 

And Inte him nocht bis tefiment mack ; 
Do for thy felf qnhill thow art heir« 
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Sen for no wifdome, nor no Ürenth/ 

Nor for no richefs in this erd, 
That ony man his lyf may lenth^ 75 

Nathir for freindfchip agane wanewerd ; 
. I tak on hand fra thow be berd« 
Thy fettouris fpendis thy gudis cleir : 

Thow may fay that a Fowle the lerd, 
Do for thy felf quhill thow art heir. 80 
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OF THE NATIVITIE OF CHRIST. 



Now glaidith every liffis creature» 
Wiih blifs, and confortable glaidnefk, 

The heyynnis King k ded in our natore, 

, Us fro the death with ranfonn for to redref« ; 
The lamp of joy, that chafis all dirknefsy 

Afcendit [is] to be the warldis licht, 
Fro every bull onr bonndis for to blefsy 

Borne of the glorios Virgyn Mary bricht. 

Above the radins hevin etheriall, [10 

The court of iterris, the courfs of föne and mone, 

The potent Prince of joy imperial!» 
The h6 furmonting Eknprioor abone, 
Is cummyn fra bis mychtie Faderis trone 

In erd, with ane ineflimable licht, 
And is of angellis with a fweit intone ; 1^ 

Borne of the mod cheft Virgyn Mary bricht. 

Qnho evir in erd hard fo blyth a ftory, 
Or tithingis of fa grit felicit^, 

As how the garthe of all grace and glory 
For luve and mercy hes tane hnmanit^ ; 20 

Makar of angellis, man, erd, hevin, and fe, 
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And to oiircom our fo, and pnt to flicht, 

Is cumin a bab, fuU of benignit^, 
Borne of the gloriu« ViTgjn Mary brtelit. 

The foverane Seny.onr of all celfitude, 25 

That fittis abone the ordour chenibiny 

Qnhilk all thing creat> and all thing dois inelud, 
That neyir fall end, na nerir moir did begin, 
Bat qnhome is nocht, fra qnhome no tyme dois rin, 

Wifth quhome all gad is, with qnhome isererj wicht, 
Is with bis woundis cnin for to wefche our fyn ; 

Borne of the mofl cheft Virgyn Mary bricht. 

Quhairfoir fing all with confort and glaidnes, 

And caft away all cair, and cuvatice ; 
Devoyd all wo, and leif in merines ; 35 

Exerce vertew, and banyfs every vice ; 

Difpyfs fortun, rieht rynis on fjnk and fife ; 
And in the honour of the bliÜtill mycht, 

All welcum we the Prince of Paradice, 
Borne of the moft cheft Virgyn Mary bricht. 40 
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JERUSALEM REJOIS FOR JOY. 



Jerusalem rejois for joj, 

Jefns the fterne of mofl bewt6 
In th6 18 riifiii» as rychtona roy, 

For dirknefs [to] illnmyne th6 ; 

Witb glorins fonnd of angell gl^, 5 

Thy Prince 18 borne in Baithlemy 

Qohilk fall th6 mak of thraldome &6; 
lUominare Jemfalein I 

With angelli8 lielity in legionii, 

Thow art illomynit aD abont ; 10 

Thr^ Kingis of flrenge regionis 

To th6 ar cum with lufly ronte. 

All dreft with dyamantis but dont, 
Reverft with gold in every hem ; 

Sounding attonis with a fchout» 15 

nimninare Jernfalem ! 

The regeand tirrant that in th^ rang, 

Herod, is exilit and bis ofTpring, 
The land of Jada, that jofit wrang; 

And riilin is now thy richtoufs King« 20 

So he, fo michtie is and fo ding, 
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Qohen men hig gloriofs name doia nem, 
Heriiii erd, and hell maku indynyiig : 
Illuminare Jenifalem I 

His ciiminyng knew all element ; 25 

The air be ilerne did him perfaife ; 
The watter, quhen dry he on it went ; 

The erd, that trymlit all and raife ; 

The föne, quhen he no lichtis gaif ; 
The croce, quhen it wes done contem ; 30 

The ftanis, quhen thay in peds claif : 
lUnminare Jenifalem I 

The deid him knew that raifs. upricht, 

Quhilk lang tyme had the erd lyne undir ; 
Orukit, and blynd declarit his micht, 35 

Tbat helit of thame fo many hundir ; 

Nature him knew, and did grit wundir, 
Quhen he of Virgyn wes born but wem ; 

Hell, quhan thair yettis wer brokin afundir : 
Illuminare Jerufalem I 40 
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The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun 
In BaitUem, with bemes blyth and bricht; 

The Sone of God in erd hes fchewin him boun, 
Amang his angellis with a glorions licht, 
As hevynnis Lord of majeilie and mycht ! 5 

Com mortall King^, and fall on kneis donn 
Befoir the King of leiland lyfe and lycht : 

The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun« 

All emprionris, kingis, princis, and prelattis, 

Heir nakit bome, and nureifl up with noy, 10 
Leif all your wofiill truble and debaittis. 

Cum luke on the etemall King of joy ; 

Ly all on grufe, befoir that hieb grand roy, 
That only King of every regioun, 

Of Perfe, of Ynd, of Egipt, Grece, and Troy : 15 
The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun. 

Indyne befoir the Criilin conquerour, 
Of every kith, and kinryk undir iky ; 

Thehe makar of the mycht^ Salvatour, 

The meik Redimar moll to roagnify ; 20 

With reverend feir, doun on your facis ly, 
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And on this day in his laudationn^ 

Ave Redebiptor Jesu I all ye cry ; 
The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun. 

We may nocht in this rale of hale ahyd^ 25 

Oardirkit with the fable clud noctnm ; 
The fleme of glory is riflyn us to g^d^ 

Abone the fpeir of Mars, and of Satnm ; 

Abone Phebus, the radins lamp dinm, 
To the fuperne etemall regioun, 30 

Quhair noxiall ikyis may mak no fogeorn ; 
The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun. 

All follow we the Sterne of moft brichtnes, 

With the thr6 bliffuU OrientaU Kingis, 
The ileme of day, voyder of dirknes,. 35 

Abone all fierris, planeitis, fpeiris, and figais ; 

Befeiking Hirn, fra quhome all men;y fpringis, 
Us to reffiive, with mirth of angell foun, 

In to the herin quhair the Imperiall ringis : 
The Sterne is riffin of our redemptioun. 40 
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SuBRSzrr Dominiis de fepnlchro, 

The Lord is riffin fra deid to lyfe agane^ 
Qui pro nobis p^>eudit in ligno, 

Quliilk for onr fyimis on the croce wei flane ; 

Quliame to annoynt went Mary MagdaleBe, 5 
Ibat Maria Salame eum ea» 

Qiilien Godis aagell thus did aofner plane» 
Surrexit ficut dixit, allelnia ! 

This angellis weid wes [fnaw qnliit] in oollonry 

His face aa fyi^aoht flawmyt, ferly brydit ; 10 
The knychtit keparia of Chriftia fepultoor 

Fell donn ai deid, afferit of his licht; 

Quhoane to b^old thay had no grace nor mycht ; 
Et terrsB motos est fiMstna in Jadea ; 

The wordj^of Jefu is fiilfillit rycht, 15 

Surrexit ficut dixit, aüeluia I 

Behaldin the brichtnes of this angell, 
The Magdalene and Mary Salamee 

Abafit wer in fpreit, as fayis the ErangeU, 
And faid, Abak, be nocht afPerd I faid he, 20 
The Lord is rifiin quhome ye come to £^y 
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Ipfe precedit vos in GrallilsBa ; 

To his Appoftillis ga teil the verit^ ; 
Surrexit ficut dbat, alleluia I 

All honour we tlus Lord with joy and glory, 25 
Thanking that mychty campioun mvincibley 

That wan on tr6 triumphe of h6 yictory ; 
Syne brak the hellis dangeoon mofl terrible, 
And cheil the dragonis hidoufs and horrible, 

Per crucis validiffima trophea ; 30 

And brocht the fawlis to joy ever permanfible : 

Snrrexit ficut dixit> aUelnia I . 

Pleifs we this Lord that did in battell byd, 
For ns, quhilk had non uthir bute tior beild, 

Quhill bludy wes his hak, body, and fyd ; 35 

He wes our mychtie pavifs, and our fcheUd I 
Or Phebus dirknes him Goddis Sone reveild 

Sanguinea erant ejns canapea; 
He deit triumphand, he raifs and wan the feild^ 

Surrexit ficut dixit, alleluia ! 40 
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AND KENNEDY. 



DUNBAR TO SIR JOHN THE ROSS. 

ScHiB Johne the Ross, 

Ane thing thiur is compilit 

In generale be Kennedy and Qüintino» 
Qdhilk hes thame felf aboif the ftemit ft jlit ; 

Bot had thaj maid of mannace on j mynting 

In fpeciall, fic ilryfe fonld ryfe but ilynting ; 5 

Howbeit with boil thair breiftis wer ah bendit 
As Lncifer, that fra the Hevin difcendit. 

Hell fonld nocht hyd thair hamii fra harmis hynting. 

The erd fonld trymbilly the firmament fonld fdudk. 

And all the idr in vennanins fnddane ftink» 10 

And all the divilli« of hell for redonr qnaik, 

To heir qnhat I fonld wryt, with pen and ynk; 

For and I Clyt fum fege for fchame fonld fink, 
The fe fonld bim, the mone fonld thoill eedippis, 
Rochis fonld ryfe, the warld fonld bald no grippis, 15 

Sa lond of cair the commonn bell fonld clynk. 

Bot wondir laith wer I to be ane baird, 
Flyting to ufe, for gritly I efchame ; 
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66 FLYTINO OF DUNBAR AND KENNEDY. 



For it ig nowthir wynniDg nor rewaird, 
Bot tinfale büth of honour and of fame, 20 

Increfs of forrow, iklander, and evill name; 
Yit mycht thay be fa bald, in thair bakbytting, 
To gar me ryme, and rais the feynd witb Flyting, 
And throw all cuntreis, and kiniikis thame proclame. 

KENNEDY TO DUNBAR. 

DiRTiN DuNBAR, qubome on blawis thow thy boifl ? 25 

Pretendand th6 to wryte fic ikaldit ikrowis ; 
Ramowd rebald, thow fall doun att the roid, 

My laureat letters at th6 and I lowis ; 

Mandrag, mymmerkin, maid Maiiler bot in mowis» 
Thryfe fcheild trumpir, with ane threid bair gönn, SO 
Say, ** Deo mercy," or I cry th6 doun, 

And leif thy ryming, rebald, and thy rowis, 

Dreid, dirtfaft dearch, that thow hes diffobeyit 
My coufing QuiNTENE and my CommifTar ; 

Fantaftik fule, treil weill thow falbe fleyit, 35 

Ignorant elf, aip, owll irregulär, 
Skaldit ikaitbird, and commoun fls:amelar ; 

Wan[thriven] funling, that Natour maid ane yrle, 

Baith Johne the Ross and thow, fall fqueill and fkirle, 
And evir I heir ocht of your making mair. 40 

Heir I put fylence to th^ in all partis, 

Obey and ceis the play that thow pretendis ; 
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Wiuk walidragy and rerlot of the cairtit, 
S6 föne thow mak mj Commiflar amendu, 
And lat him lay fax leichis on thy lendia, i5 

Meikly in recompanfing of thy fcome» 
Or thow fall ban the tyme that thow wes bomey 
For Kennedt to Th6 thig oedull fendis. 

DUNBAR TO KENNEDV. 

Ersche farybonr baird» vyle beggar with thy brattia, 

[Carrybald] crawdoun Kennedy, coward of kynd, 60 
Eyill farit and dryit^ as Denfeman on the rattia^ 

Lyk as the gleddis had on thy gnle fnowt dynd ; 

Mifmaid monflour, ilk mono owt of thy mynd» 
Renunce, rebald, thy ryming, thow bot royia, 

Thy trechour tung hes tane ane Heland flrynd ; 55 
Ane Lawland erfe wald mak a bettir noyia. 

JElevin, raggit ruke, and fall of rebaldrioi 
Scarth fra fcorpione, fcaldit in fcomlitie, 

I (e th6 haltane in thy harlotrie» 

And in to uthir fcience no thing ilie, 60 

0£F every vertew voyd, as men may iie ; 

Quytclame clergie, and deik to th6 ane dab, 
Ane baird blafphemar, in brybrie ay to be ; 

For wit and wifdome ane wifp fra th6 may ruh» 

Thow fpeiris, dailard, gif I dar with th6 fecht ? 65 

Ye Dagone, dowbart, thairof haif thow no dowt ! 
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Quhaireyir we mml Ikairto, my band I hecht 

To red thy rebald ryming with m rowt : 

Throw all Bretane it falbe blawiit out» 
How that thow, poyfonit pelouri gat thy paikis ; 7Q 

With an« doig leich I fchepe to gar the fchowt. 
And nowthir to (h6 tak knyfe, fwerd, nor aix. 

Thow crop and mte of traitouris treflbnable, 

The ßtthir and moder of murthour and mifcheif^ 
DifTaitfnUi tyrand^ with ferpentis tung> nnftaUe ; 75 

Cokcald crawdoun» cowart» and commoun theif ; 

Thow pnrpoft for to undo our Lordis cheif 
In Paiflay, with ane poyfone that wes fell^ 

For quhilki brybonr, yit fall thow thoill a breif ; 
Pelonr, on thi I fall it preif my felL 80 

Thocht I wald lie» thy frawart phifnomy 

Dois manifeü; thy malice to all men ; 
Fyl tratour theif ; Fyl glengoir lonn, fy I fyl 

Fy ! feyndly front, far fowlar than ane fen. 

My freyndis thow reprovit with thy pen ? 8ö 

Thow leis, tratour I quhilk I fall on th^ preif, 

Suppois thy heid war armit tymis ten^ 
Thow fall recryat> or thy caroun fall cleif. 

Or thow dorfl more thy mynd malitiusi 

Thow faw the faill ahone my heid updraw ; 90 

Bat Eolus fall woid, and Neptunas» 

Mirk and monelefs^ wes met witk wind and waw. 
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And moiiy Inuulrttli myle hyne oowd na hkm 
B^r Holland, Sciaod, Zedaad, and Nordiway coift, 

In defert [place] qnhatr we wer famifi aw ; 95 

Yit eome I hanie» £th batrd, to lay tky boift. 



Thow callis lM Rethory witk tky goMin lippk i 
Na, glowrand, gaipaad fak, thow art beg^ld, 

Thow art hot Glnnooch with thy giltin hipFif, 
That for thy lonnry mony a leifdi hm fyld ; 100 

Wan Tifaged ^nddafow, ont of thy wit gme wyU, 

Laithly and lowfy, als lathand at ane l«k, 
Sen thow with wirfchep wald fa fane he ftyld, 

Haill, foverane fenyeour I thy hawi« faingis throw thy hreik 

FcMTworthin fble> of all the warld refa£B^ 105 

Quhat ferly is thocht thow rejoyi to Hyte ? 
Sic eloqnence as thay in Erfchry ufe, 

In fic ig fett thy thraward appetyte ; 

Thow hes füll littül lieüi of fair indyte : 
I tak on me ane pair of Lowthiane hippis HO 

Sali fairar Inglis mak, and nudr parfyte, 
Than thow can blabhar with thy Carrik lippia* 

Bettir thow ganit to leid ane doig to (komer, 
Pynit pyk purfe pelour, Üian with thy Maifter pingill. 

Thow lay fuU prydlea in Uie peüe this Somer, 115 

And fane at eyin for to bring harne a iingle, 
SynQ rnbb it at ane uthir auld wyfis ingle ; 

Bot now, in Winter^ for purteth thow art traädt ; 
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Thow hes na breik to latt thy boUokis gyngOl ; 
Beg th6 ane dnb, for baird thow iail go naikiU 120 

Lene larbar, lomigeour, baith lowfy in lük and lirny^ ; 

Fy I (kolderit ikyn, thow art bot fkyre and fkrumple ; 
For he that roüit Lawrance had thy gruny6, 

And he that hid fanct Johnis ene with ane wimple. 

And he that dang fanct Anguüine with ane rumple, 125 
Thy fowU front had, and he that Bartilmo fl^d ; 

The gallowis gaipis eftir thy graceles gmntill, 
As thow wald for ane haggeis, hungry gled. 

Oommirwald crawdoun, na man comptis th^ ane kerfe, 

Sueir fwappit fwanky, fwynekeper ay for fwaittis ; 130 
Thy Commiflar Quintyne biddis th^ cum kifs his erfe, 

He luvis nocht fic ane forlane loun of laittis ; 

He fayis, Thow Ikaffis and beggis mair beir and aitis 
Nor ony cripill in Karrik land abowt ; 

Uthir pure beggaris and thow ar.at debaittis, 135 

Decrepit Karlingis on Kennedy cryis owt. 

Mater annuch I hai£P, I bid nocht fenyie, 

Thocht thow, fowll trumpour, thus upoun me leid ; 

Corrupt carioun, h^ fall I cry thy fenyie ; 

Thinkis thow nocht how thow come in grit neid, 140 
Greitand in Galloway, lyk to ane gallow breid, 

Ramand, and rolpand, beggand ky and ox ; 
I faw the thair, in to thy wathemanis weid, 

Quhtlk wes nocht worth ane pair of auld gray fox. 



FLYTING OF DUNBAR AND KE^IN£DY. 71 



Erfch Katherane, witit thj polk breik» and riUiiig, 145 
Thow and thj Qaene^ as gredy gleddit, ye gang 

With polkis to mylne, and beggis baith meill and fchilling ; 
Thair is bot lyfe, and lang nailis yow amang t 
Fowli heggirbald, for hennis thns will ye hang» 

Thow heg ane perrellns face to play with lambis ; 150 
Ane thowfand kiddis, wer thay in faldis lull firang, 

Thy lymmerfoll Inke wald M thame and thair danimis. 



In tili ane glen thow hes» owt of repair, 
Ane luthly Ing^ that wes the lippir mennia ; 

With th6 ane fowtaris wyfe^ off blifs ab bair, 155 

And lyk twa fialkartg fleilis in cokis and hennis^ 
Thow plukkis ^he pultr6, and fcho pullis off the pennis ; 

All Karrik cryis, God gif this dowfy be drownd ; 
And quhen thow heiris ane gofe cry in the glennis, 

Thow thinkis i( fwetar than facrand bell of found. 160 

Thow Lazarus, thow laithly lene tramort^ 

To all the world thow may example be ; 
To luk upoun thy gryüie peteons port» 

For hiddowis, haw, and holkit is thyne ee ; 

Thy cheik bane bair, and blaiknit is thy bl6 ; 165 

Thy choip, thy choll, garris men for to leif cheft ; 

Thy gane it garris us think that we mon de : 
I conjure the, thow hungert Heland gaifl. 

The larbar lukis of thy lang len^ craig» 
« Thy pure pynit thrott, peilit and owt of ply» 170 
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Thj ilolderit ikin, hewd lyk ane faffirone iMig^ 
Garris men dii^yt thar flefche» thow fpreit of Gy : 
Fy I feyndly front ; fy I tykis fsoe, fy I fy I 

Ay loungand» lyk ane loikman on ane ledder ; 

[Tby ghaifily luke fleys folkis that pas th^ by,] 175 

Lyke %o ane ftark theif glowrand in ane tedder« 

Nyfe nagus, nipcaik, with thy fchulderis narrow» 

Thow lukis lowfy, loun of lownis aw ; 
Hard hnrcheonn, hirplandi hippit aa ane harrow, 

Thy rigbane rattillis, and thy ribbü on raw, 180 

Thy hanchis hirklis» with hokebanis harth and haw, 
Thy laithly lymis ar lene as ony treis ; 

Obey, theif baird^ or I fall brek thy gaw, 
Fowll canybald» ery Mercy on thy kneis. 

Thow pure hippit, ugly averilly 185 

With hurkland banis, holkand throw thy hyd, 

Reiflit and crynit as hangit-man on hill. 
And oft befwakkit with ane onr hie tyd» 
Quhilk brewis mekle harret to thy Bryd ; 

Hir cair is all to cleng^ thy cabroch howis, 190 

Quhair thow lyis fawfy in faphron, hak and fyd, 

Powderit with prymrofs, fawrand all with clowifs. 

Forworthin wirling, I warne the it is wittin, 

How, Ikytterand fkarth, thow hes the hnrle behind ; 

Wan wraiglane wafp, ma wormis hes thow befchittin, 195 
Nor thaJr is gerfs on grund, or leif on lind ; • 
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Thocht thow did firft fic foly to me fjnd» 
Thow fall agane with ma witneft than I ; 

Thy gaUbch gane dois on thy back it bind, 
Thy hoftaad kippifl lattig ndyir thy liofs go dry« 800 

Thow held the Barch lang with ane borrowit gouo, 

And ane caprowfy barkit all with fweit 
And quken the laidis faw th6 fa lyk a loon, 

Thay bickerit th^ with mony bae and bleit : 

Now Upaland thow leivis on rubbit qoheit, 205 

Oft for ane canfg thy bnrdclaith neidis no fpredding, 

For thow hes nowthir for to drink nor eit, 
Bot lyk ane berdles baird, that had no bedding. 

Strait Gibbonig air^ that nerir onrftred ane horfe, 

Bla berfnte beme, in bair tyme weg thow bome ; 210 
Thow bringig the Carrik day to Ekiinbnrgh Corfe» 

Upoun thy botingig, hobland hard ag home ; 

Stra wifpis hingig owt» qahur that the wattig ar wome : 
Cum thow agane to ftar ng with thy flraig| 

We fall gar fcale ouv fculig all th6 to fcome» 215 

And flane th^ np the calfay quhair thow giug. 

Off Edinburgh, the boyig ag beig owt thrawig» 
And cryig owt ay, Heir camig our awin qneir Clerk t 

Than fleig thow, lyk ane howlat cheft with crawig, 
QuhiU all the bichig at thy botingig doig bark : 220 
Than carlingis cryig, Keip curcheg in the merk, 

Our gallowig gaipig ; lo ! quhair ane graceleg gais* 
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Ane uthir fayis, I f& him want ane fark, 
I reid yow, cummer, tak in your lyoniDg clais« 

Than rynis thow donn the galt, with gild of boyis^ 225 
And all the tonn tykis hingand in thy heilis ; 

Of laidis and lownis thair ryflis fic ane noyis, 

Quhill mnfyis rynnis away with cairt and quheilis 
And cager ayiris caüis bayth coiUis and creilisy 

For rerd of th6, and rattling of tby butis ; 230 

Fifcbe wyviscryis, Fy ! and cafiis dounlkillis and fkeilis • 

Snm dafchis th6, fum cloddis the on the cutis* 

Loun lyk Mahoun, be boun me tili obey, 

Theif, or in greif mifcheif fall th6 betyd ; 
€ry grace, tykis face, or I th6 chace and iley ; 235 

Oule^ rare and yowle, I fall defowll thy pryd ; 

Peilet gled, baith fed, and bred of bichis fyd^ 
And lyk ane tyk, purfpyk, qnhat man fettis by th6 I 

Forflittin, [flae] bittin, befchittin, barkit hyd, 
Clym ledder, fyle tedder^ fonle edder, I defy th6. 240 

[houfe ; 
Manch muttoun, byle buttoun, peilit gluttoun, air to Hil- 

Rank beggar, oflir dregar, foule üeggar, in the flet ; 
Chittir-lilling, ruch-rilling, lik-fchilling in the milhoufs ; 

Baird rehator, theif of natour, fals tratour, feyndis gett ; 

Filling of tauch, rak fauch, cry crauch, thow art our fett; 
Muttoun dry ver, girnall ry ver, yadfwyvar, fowU feil the ; 

Herretyk, lunatyk, purfpyk, carlingis pet, 
Rottin crok, dirtin dok, cry cok, or I fall queU the. 
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KENNEDY TO DUNBAR. 

Dathane deyillis föne, and dragon difpltouty 

Abironia birth, and bred with Beliall ; 250 

Wod werwolf> worme» and fcorpion vennemons, 

Lnciferis laid, fowil feyndis face infernall ; 

[Sarazene«] fyphareit, fra fanctb celeiliall. 
Put I nocht fylence to tbö, fchipbird knaif. 
And thow of new beg^is to lyme and ratf, 255 

Thow falbe nudd blait, bleir eit» befliall. 

How tby forbearig come, I half a feill, 
At Cokbnmis-peth» the writ makis me war, 

Grenerit betuix ane fche beir and a deill ; 
Sa wes he callit Dewlbeir, and nocht Dunbar : 2G0 
This Dewlbeir, generit of a meir of Mar, 

Wes Corfpatrik, Erle of Merche ; and be illufioun 

The firfl that evir pnt Scodand to confofioun, 
Wes that fak tratour, hardely fay I dar. 

Qnhen Bmce and Balioll di£Ferit for the croun, 265 

Scottis Lordis could nocht obey [the] Inglis lawis ; 

This Corfpatrick betraut Berwick tonn, 
And flew fevin thoufand Scottifmen within thay wawis^ 
The battall fyne of Spottifmuir he gart caufe» 

And come with Edwart Langfchankis to the feild, 270 

Quhair twel^e thowfand trew Scottifmen wer keild. 
And Wallace cheil, as the Cornicle fchawis* 



76 FLYTING OF DUNBAR AND KENNEDV. 



Scottis Lordis chiftanes he gart bald andcheilbne 
In firmance fafl, quhill all the feild wes done, 

Within Dunbar, tbat auld fpelunk of treffoun ; 275 

Sa IngUg tykig in Scotland wes abone 
Than fpnlyeit thay tfae Haly Stane of Scone, 

The Croce of Halyrudhoufe, and uthir jowelli«. 

He bimis in hell, body, banis, and bowellis, 

This Corfpatrik that Scotland hes undone. 280 

Wallace gart ery ane counfale in to Perth, 
And callit Corfpatrick tratour be his fiyle ; 

That dampnit dragone drew him in diferth, 

And fayd, He kend bot Wallace, King in Kyle c 
Out of Dunbar that theif he maid exyle 285 

Unto Edward, and Inglis grund agane : 

Tigris, ferpentis, and taidis will remane 

In Dunbar wallis, todis, wolffis» and beiflis yyle. 

Na fowlis of effect amangb thay binkis 

Biggis, nor abydis, for no thing that may be ; 290 
Thay flanis of treifone as the bruntflane ilinkis. 

Deulbeiris moder, cafBn in by the f§, 

The wariet apill of the foH[>iddin tre, 
That Adame eit, quhen he tynt Paradyee, 
Scho eit invennomit lyk a cokkatryee, 295 

Syne marreit with the Devill for dignit^. 

Yit of new treßbne, I can teil the tailis, 
That cumis on nycht in vifioun in my fleip ; 
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Archbald Donbar betnifd the koofe of HAÜk» 
Becaas the yomg Lord liad DanlMur to keip ; 800 
Pretendand throw that lo tkair rowmia to creip, 
Ryckt crewaly kit csftell ke perfewit, 
Brockt kirn furtk bonndin^ and tke pkce reikewit, 
Sett kirn in fetteria in ane daogeonn 



It war aganis baytk natnr and gud reflbmiy 805 

Tkat Denlbeiria kaimis were trew to 6od or man ; 

Qnkilkit wer kaitk goitin» bome, and bred witk tr^Rmn, 
Belaebabbis oyis» and corfi Corfpatrikis dan : 
Tkow wes preftyt, and ordanit be Satkan 

For to be bome to do tky kyn defiunoi 810 

And gar me fckaw tky Anteceflbnris fckame ; 
Tky kyn tkat leiTis may wary tk6 and ban. 

Sen tkow on me tkni, lyramer» leif and trattillis. 

And fyndii fentence foundit of inry, 
Tky elderis banis ilk nyckt ryffis and rattillis^ 315 

And on tky corfs Vengeance» rengeance I tkay cry. 

Tkow art tke caufe tkay may nockt reit, nor ly ; 
Tkow fayiB for tkame few pfaltaris, pfahnis, or creidiiiy 
Bot garis me teil tkair trentallig, and mifdeidisy 

And tkair anld fyn witk new fckame certify. 820 

Infenfnat fow, ceifs falis EofUee aur I 

And knawy kene ikidd, I kald of Alatkia^ 

And canfs me nockt tke caofe kng to decUtir 
Of tky cttrft kyn» Denlbeir and kis Allia : 
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Com to tlie Crofsy on kneb, and mak a cria ; S25 

Confefs thy cryme, hald Kennedy thy king, 
And with ane hauthome ikurge thy felf and ding ; 

Thufl dr6 thy pennaace with << Deliquifli qoia»" 

Pafs to my Commiflary aad be confeft^ 

Coor befoir him on kneisf and cum in will ; 330 

And fyne gar Stobo for thy lifo protefi ; 

Renunce thy ryniis, baith ban and bim thy bill ; 

Heive to the hevin thy handisy and hald th6 ilill : 
Do thow nocht thns, brigane, thow falbe brint, 
With pik, fyrOy ter, g^n powlder, and lint, 335 

On Arthouris Sait, or on ane hyar hilL 

I perambulit of Pemafo the montayne, 

Infpirit with Mercury fra bis goldin fpheir; 

And dulcely drank of eloquence the fontayne, 

Quhen it wes purefeit with firofl, and flowit cleir : 340 
And thow come, Fule I in Merche or Febmeir, 

Thair tili ane pule, and drank the paddok rüde, 

That garris th6 ryme in to thy termis glude. 
And blabbaris that, uoyis mennis eiris to heir« 

Thow Iuris nane Elrifehe, elf, I undirfland, 345 

Bot it fowld be all trew Scottis mennis leid ; 

It wes the gud langage of this land. 

And Scota it caufit to multiply and fpreid, 
Quhill Coripatrik, that we of treflbun reid, 

Thy forefader, maid Erfche and Erfchmen thin, 350 
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Throw bis treflban brocht Inglii mmpilli« in. 
So wald thy felf, mycht thow to lum faccei<L 

Ignorant fnle I in to thy mowis and mokkisy 

It may be yerifeit that thy wit ii thin ; 
Qobair thow wryttis Denfmen dryit od the rattii, 355 

Denfmen of Denmark ar of the Kingia kin* 

The wit thow fowld haif had, wes caffin in 
Evin at thyne erfs, bakwart, with ane (lalf flnng. 
Heirfoir, fkh harlotty harfone» bald thy tang : [360 

Denlbeir I thow deiyis the deviU, thy eme, with din* 

Quhair as thow faid, I ftall henniü and banmis» 
I lat the wit, I haif landis, iloir, and itakkia. 

Thow wald be fane to gnaw^ lad, with thy gammis, 
Undir my bnrde, fmoch banis bebind doggis bakkia : 
Thow hes ane tome purfs, I haif fleidis and takkis^ 365 

Thow tynt culter, I haif culter and pleuch ; 

For fubftance and geir thow hes a widdy teach 
On Mont Falcone, abont thy craig to rax. 

And yit Mont Falcone gallowis is oor fair, 

For to be fylit with iic ane frutlefg face ; 370 

Com hame, and hing on our gallowis of Air, 

To erd th^ undir it I fall purchefs grace ; 

To eit thy flefch the doggis fall haif na fpace, 
The revynis fall ryfe na thing bot thy tung rutis, 
For thow fik maiice of thy Maiiler mutis, 375 

It IS weill fett that thow fic harret brace. 
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Small fynanoe amangif thy freyndi« thow beggit» 
To fUncbe thy flome» with haly muldit thow loil ; 

Thow falit to get a dowkar for to dregg it, 
It lyis clofit in ane dowt on Northway coft : 880 

Sic rewU garrifl th6 be ferrit with caiild rofi. 

And fitt onfonpit oft beyond tbe i^f 

Cryand at dnriis» << Caritag amore Dei/' 
Bairfnte, breUdefi, and all in dnddit npdoft 

Denlbeir hes nocht ado with ane Dnnbar, 385 

The Erle of Murray bore that forname rycbt, 
That evir trew and conftant to the Kingis grace war 

And of that kin cam Donbar of Weflfeild knycht ; 

That fncceflioun is hardy, wyfe, and wicht, 
And hes na thing ado now with th6, doTÜl : 390 

Bot Denlbeir is thy kin, and kennis th6 weill. 

And hes in hell for th6 ane chalmer dychL 

Cnrfl croapand craw, I fall gar crop thy tung, 

And thow fall cry << Cor mnndom/' on thy kneis ; [[395 

Duerch, I fall ding th6, qnhill thow bayth dryte and düng, 
And thow fall lik thy lippig, and fueir thow leis : 
I fall degraid th6, gracelefs, of thy greis ; 

Scale th^ for fcorne, and fear th6 off the fcule, 

Gar round thy heid tranfforme th^ as a fule, 
And fyne with treifone trone th^ on the treis. 400 

Raw mowit rebald, rannegald rehatour, 
My lynnage and forbearis wer ay leill ; 
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It camis th6 of kynde to be ane tnKoiir» 
To ryd on nychty to rag, to reif» to fteilL 
Qohen thow pattb poyfone to me, I appeili 405 

Th6 ia that parte, and preif it on thy perfoun ; 

Clame nocht to deigy» for I defy th^ garfonn» 

Thow fall by it deir, with me, duerch, and thow dele. 

In Inglandy owle» fould be thy habitationn, 

Homage to Edwart Langfchankis maid thy kyn, 410 
In Dunbar reilayit him thy fals nationn» 

Thay fowld be exylit Scotland mair and myn. 

Ane ilark gaUowisy ane widdy, and ane pyn, 
The heid poynt of thy elderis arniis ar ; 
Writtin in poyfie abone ** Hang Dunbar, 415 

Quarter and draw, and mak that furname thin/' 

I am the Kingis binde, bis trew fpeciall Clerk, 

That nevir yit iinag^nit bis offence, 
Conftand in mynd, in thocht, word, and werk, 

Only dependand uponn bis excellence ; 490 

Trefiand to baif of his magnificence 
Guerdoun, reward, and benefyce bedene ; 
Qahen that the revynnis fall ryfe out bayth thy ene, 

And on the ratti« falbe thy refidenoe« 

Fra Atrik Forreft furth ward to Dnunfreifa 485 

Thow b^git with ane pardoun in all kirkis, 

Ck>llapis, crudis, meill, grottis, gryce, and geifs. 
And undir nycht quhylia thow flall ftaigia and ftirkia« 

VOL. II. F 
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Becaufs that Sootland of thy hegging irküiy 
Thow fchaipüi in Franee to be a knycht of the feild ; 430 
Tkow heg thy damfchellis, and thy burdotin keild, 

Unhoneft wayis all, wolroun, that thow wirkifi. 

Thow may noeht pafs Mont Bernard for wyld beifüs, 

Nor win throw Mont Scarpry for the fnaw ; 
Mont Nicholace, Mont Crodard th6 arreiflis, 435 

Sic beis of briggand blindis thame with ane blaw* 

In Paris with thy Maifter bnrreaw 
Abyd, and be bis prenteifs neir the banh. 
And help to hang the pece for half ane frank, 

Andy at the laft, thy felf mon thoill the hiw« 440 

Haltand harlott, the devill a gude thow hes I 

For falt of pniflance, pelour, thow mon pak th^ ; 
Thow drank thy thrift, and als wodfett thy chiisy 

Thair is na Lord in fervice that will tak th6. 

Ane pak of fla*ikynis, fynance for to mak th^ 445 
Thow fall reiiaif, in Danikyn, of my taily^ ; 
With << De profundis" fett th6, and that fely6, 

And I fall fend the blak Devill for to hak th^. 

Into the Katherene thow midd ane fowll kahute, 

For thow bedrait hir, donn fra ilem to fteir ; 450 

Upoun hir fyddis wes fene that thow culd fchnte, 
The dirt cleivis tili hir towis this twenty yeir : 
The firmament nor firth wes nevir deir, 

Quhill thow, devillis birth, Deulbeir, wes on the fee, 
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The fawlifl had fonkm throw tke ßncitU, 455 

War nocht the pepill maid fic grit prayeir. 

Qnken that the fchip was faynity and andir faill. 
Foule brow, in hoilly thow pnrpoft for to pafs, 

Thow fchotty and wee nocht ücker of thy taill, 

Befchait the fleir, the compafs, and the glafs ; 460 
The Skippar bad, gar land th6 at the Bafs: 

Thow fpewit, and keft owt mony kithly lump, 

Fafler nor all the marineris oowd pump ; 
And yet thy warne is war nor evir it was. 

Had thay bene fo proTydit of fchott of gun 465 

Be men of weir bnt perrell thay had pafl ; 
As thow wes lowfs, and reddy of thy bnn, 

Thay micht haif tane na tollnm at the lail; 

For thow wald cuke ane cairtfnll at the caft ; 
Thair is no fchip that th^ will now reflaif ; 470 

Thow fylit fader nor fyftenefum mycht laif. 

And myrit thame with thy mnk to the midmafl. 

Throw England) theif, and tak th^ to thy fule» 

And bonn to haif with th6 ane fals botwand ; 
Ane horfs Merchell thow call th6 at the mute, 475 

And with that craft convoy th^ throw the land : 

Be na thing airch, tak ferely on band, 
Happin thow to be hangit in Northumbir, 
Than all thy kyn ar weill quyt of thy cumbir, 

For that mon be thy domoi I undiriland. 480 
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Hie Soverane Lord, lat nevir this finfiül fot • 

Do fchame, fra harne, unto your Nationn ! 
That nevir nane, üc ane, be callit a Scot, 

Ane rottin crok^ lowfs of the dok, thair donn. 

Fra honeil folk devoyd this laithly lonn : ^B5 

On fam defert, quhair thair is no repair, 
For fyliog and infecking of the air, 

Caufs cary this cankerit oormptit carioiin. 

Thow wes confavit in the grit ecclippis, 

Ane monftonr maid be grit Mercurius ; 490 

Na bald againe, nor hoo is at thy hippis, 

Infortnnate, [foull,] falfe, and furius, 

Evili fchryyin, wanthryyin, nocht clene nor curius ; 
Ane myting, fole of flyting, the flyrdome maift lyk, 
Ane crabbit, fkabbit, evill facit meflane tyk ; 495 

Ane fchitt, bat witt, fchrevit and injurius. 

Grit in the glaikis gnd Maiiler Gnilliame gukkis, 

Gar imperfyte in poetrie, or in proifs^ 
All clofs undir clud of nycht thow cukkis. 

Rymifs thow of me, of Rethory the Rofs, 500 

Lunatyk, lymmar, lufchbald, lowfs thy hoifs, 
That I may twich thy tone with tribulatioun, 
In recompanßng of thy confpiratioun, 

Or turfs th6 owt of Scotland : tak thy choifs. 

Ane Benefice quha wald gif fic ane beift, 505 

Bot gif it war to jyngiU Judafs bellis ; 
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Tak th6 ane fidill, or a floyt to jeift, 

Undochty thow art ordanit to nocht ellis ! 
Thy dowtit doik, thy florip, and thy damfchelliSy 
Oeik on thy corce, and fiur on in to France, 510 

And com thow nevir agane bat ane mifchance ; 
The feynd fiur with tb6, fordwart onr the fellis. 

Gankerit Cayne» tryit trowane, tntevillonft» 

Marmadin» mymmerkin, monftour of all men, 
I fiill gar hake th6 to the laird of Hilhonfg, 515 

To fwelly th6 in fteid of ane pnllit hen. 

Fowmart, fazart, fofterit in filth and fen, 
Fowle fellone, flend fnle, npoun thy phifnom fy ! 
Thy dok ay dreipis of dirt, and will nocht dry, 

To turne thy tone it wald tyre carlingis ten. 520 

Confpüratour, cnrfit kokatrice, hellis ka, 

Turk, trnmponr, tratoor, tyrrane intemperat ; 
Thow irefnll attircop, Pylat appoftata^ 

JudaTs, jow, jaglour, Lollardlawreat; 

Sarazene, fymonyte, prowd Pagane pronunceat, 525 
Mahomeit, mapefwome, [rebald]] abhominable» 
Devill, dampnit doig, [in evill] unfatiable, 

With Gog aqd Magog greit glorificat. 

Nero thy nevoy, Crolias thy grantfchir, 

Pharo thy fadeir, Egipya thy dame, 530 

Deulbeir, thir ar the caaiüs that I confpyre, 

Termygantis temptis and Yefpaiins thy eme ; 



86 FLYTINO OF DUNBAR AND KENNEDY. 



Bdzebub thy fall brodir will darae 
To be tby air,'and Cayphafk tby feeUrar ; 
Pluto the heid of thy kyn, and pratectovr 5S5 

To leid tb6 toliell» of licht däy and lerne* 

Herod thy uthir eme, and giit Egeafs, 

Marciane, Mahomeit, and Maxentinfs, 
Thy trew kynifmen, Antenor and Eneafs, 

Throp thy neir neioe, and awfterne Olibrius, 540 

Pnttidew, Baall, and Eyobulufs ; 
Thir freyndis ar the flour of thy four braynchis^ 
Steirand the pottia of hell, and nevir flenehb, 

Dout nocht, Deulbeir, Tn es Diabolus. 

Denlbeir, thy fpeir of weir, but feir, thow yeild^ 545 

Hangit, mangit, eddir flangit, ilryndie flnltommy 
To me, maiil h6 Kennydie, and flie the feild, 

Pickit, wickit, flickit, conyickity lamp Lollardonmi. 

X>iffamit, fchamit^ blamit, Primus Paganorum. 
Out I out I I fchowt, npon that fnont that fnevillis. 550 
Taill tellar, rebellar, indwellar with the divillis» 

Spinky ßnk with ilink ad Tartara Termagomm. 



POEMS 



BT 



WALTER KENNEDY. 



THE PRAISE OF AIGE. 



* At matyne honre, in myddis of the nicht, 
Walknit of fleip, I faw befyd me föne, 
Ane Aigit.Man, feimit fextie yeiris of ficht 
This fentance fett, and fong it in gud tone, — 
Omnipotent, and eterne Ood in trone I 5 

To be content and lufe th6 I haif caufs 
That my licht yowth*heid ia opprefl and done, 
Honoor with aige to erery vertew ditiwis. 

Grene yowth, to aige thow mon obey and bow, 
Tby foly Infiis leilis ikant an« May ; 10 

That thaa wes witt, ia natarall foly now, 
Ab warldly honoor, riches, or frefche array, 
Deffy the divill, dreid God and domifday. 

For all fall be accufit, as thow knawis ; 

Bliflit be Crod, my yowth-heid is away ; 15 

Hononr with aige to eyery yertew drawis. 

O bittir yowth I that feimis fo delicions ; 
O haly aige I that fumtymes feimit foore« 

O reillefs yowth I hie, hait, and viciona ; 

O honeit aige I fnllfiUit with honoure ; 20 

O frawart yowth I fruitlefa and fedand flonr. 
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Gontndr to oonfdenoe» buth to God and lawis, 
Of all vane gloir the lamp and the mirroure : 
Honour with aige tili every vertew drawis. 

Tlus warld ig fett for to difluve us evin, 25 

Piyde 18 the nett, and cuyatece b the träne ; 

For na reward, except the joy of hevin, 
Wald I be yung in to this warld agane« 
The fchip of faith, tempefloas wind aad rane 

DrjTvifl in the fee of LoUerdry that blawis ; 30 
My yowth is gane, and I am glaid and fane, 

Hononr with aige to every vertew drawis. 

Law, luve, and lawtie, graffin law thay ly ; 

Diffimnlance hes borrowit confcience dayis ; 
Aithis, writ, walx nor feilis ar nocht fet by ; 35 

Flattery is fofterit baith with freindis and &yi8. 

The föne, to bmike it that his fiider hais, 
Wald f<§ him deid ; Sathanas iic feid fawis : 

Yowth-heid, adew, ane of my mortall fais : 
Honour with aige to every vertew drawis. 40 



ANE AIQIT MANIS INVECTIVE 

AOAINST MOUTH.THANKLESS. 



Ake aigit man, twyfi fonrty yeirisi 

Eftir the haly dayia of Ynle, 
I hard him fay, amangis the FreiriB 

Of Ordoor Gray» makand grit diile, 

Rycht ag he wer a fariafa fole» 5 

Oft fyiffl he ficht, and faid, Allace I 

Be Chryil, my cair ma nevir cnle, 
That evir I fervit Mowth-thanldefs I 

Throch ignorance, and foly yonth, 

My preterit tyme I wald nevir ipair, 10 

Plefans to pnt in to that mowth, 

Qnhill Eild faid, Fule, latt be thy £ur : 

And now my heid ia quhyt and hair, 
For feding ofthat fowmart face, 

Qnhairfoir I mnm bayth hiitt and air, 15 

That erir I ferrit Mowth-thanklefs. « 

Gold and filver that I micht gett, 
Brochis, beifandis, robbis, and ringis, 

Frely to gife, I wald nocht lett, 

To pleifs tha mullis attour all thingis. 20 

Rycht as the fwan for forrow ßngis 
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Befoir hir deid ane litteil fpace, 

Rycht fo do I, and my handu wringis, 
That evir I fervit Mowth-thanklefs. 

Bettir it war ane man to ferf, 25 

With wirchep, and hononr, undir a fcheildy 
Nor hir to pleifs, thocht tHow fuld flerf, 

That will nocht Inke on th^ in eild : 

Fra that thow haif no hair to heild 
Thy heid fra harmyng that it hefs, 30 

Qahen pen, and purfs, and all is peild> 
Tak thair a meifs of Mowth-thankleft. 

And in example it may be fene, 
The grund of trewth quha undirilnde, 

Fra in thy bag thow beir thyne ene, 35 

Thow gettis no grace, hott for thy gad, 
' At Venng clofet, for to conclude ; 

Call ye nocht thifs ane kankert caifs ! 
Now God help, and the Haly Rade, 

And keip all men fra Mowth-thanklefä. 40 

O brukill yowth in tyme behald 

And in thyne hairt thir wordis graif, 
Or thy complexionn gadder cald, 

Amend thy mifs, thy felf to faif, 

The hevynis bliffl g^ thow wilt haif, 45 

And of thy gilt remit and grace. 

All this I hard ane aiild man raif, 
Eftir the Ynle, of M owth-thankl^d. 



ANE BALLAT 
IN PRAISE OF OüR LADY. 



Clostir of CSiriily riche recent flour-de-lyfsi 

Are Maria, herbar of amourit I 
Princeft of heryn, hell, erd, and paradyfny 

That bathifl our blak fyn with thy balmy fchooris, 

Nttryfs to €rod^ and modir of favonris 5 

To leper, lecbe, cmikit, blynd, deif, and dum, 

Th6 all the ordonris of hevyne honourisy 
Sancta Maria, Virgfo Tirginum t 

Protectrix tiU all pepill penitent, 

The beriale boforne, that our blif» in bred, 10 

Sched betnix fynnaris and Godis jugement, 

Schawand thy Son the fweit palpis that him fed, 

Prayand him for the precious bind he bled, 
Us to forgeif of our gret trefpafs ; 

Thy Corps was nevir with corruptioun ded, . 15 

Sancta et Immaculata Yirginitas I 

Rerar of g^race, that fall us all releif, 

Above Natur confavit Grod and Man ; 
Our heretage that Adam tynt, and Eif, 

Thow conqueft newe, ourcome the Devill and wan I 20 
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Blifl be thow Mary, and thy modir An, 
And Joachim that generit th^ [alfo ;3 

For tili exalt thy name qoha may or can ? 
QuibuB te laudibns referam nefcio. 

The modir ie, Audis, lochis, and wellig, 25 

War all thir ynke, and qnyk and deid couth wryte, 

The hevyne flellat, montanis, planetis, and fellts, 
War fair perchiament, and all as Virgillis dyte. 
And plefand pennis for to report perfyte 

War woddis, foreflis, treis, gardingis, and gravis, 30 
Couth nocht difcryye thy honouris infinit ! 

Speciofa facta es, et fuaTis. 

Onely abone all virginis thow had hap, 

To confaif be the Haly Craifi I grant ; 
Sanct Jhone joyit in bis modiris warne, and lap, 35 

Quhen thow fpak with Mizabeth thy ant ; 

Thow was ay meike bnt yane glore, pryd, or want, 
Sibilla faid, alfs Balaam, and fanct Dave, 

Tharfore Chriil chefit thy warne bis houfe and hant, 
Dominus fit tecum, gracia plena Ave ! 40 

Ruby of renth, riebe lafs, and hevinnis gern, 

Blenke up with thy eyne of grace owt of the efi ; 

Suppofs all Sanctis our fynfull prayer contempne, 
Thyne eres are ay opyn at our requefl ; 
Now for the fpeir that Longins fet in refi;, 45 

And perfit thy fonnis precioufs hert for us, 
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Thow bring U8 to the joye that nevir ia oeft, 
Benedicta tu in molieribus I 

Blifl be thy hair, hed, eyne, face, and neifs ! 

Blifl be thy halfs, breifl bane, bak and rib I 50 

Blifl be thy palpis that oonth thy föne appleiis I 

Blifl be thy handia that wände him in the crib I 

Blifl be thy fydis, and warne that maid us fib 
To Chrifl I Blifl be thy body all forthy I 

Blifl be thy binde» that come of Jofues trybe I 55 

Et benedictus fmctus yentris tai I 

Thocht we brek Yowis, prayeris, pilgrimage, and hechtis, 

To thöy Rolare» and rute of our remeid,* 
For US, fair Lady, with the Devill thow fechtis, 

And flandis füll neir us in the hour of deid ; 60 

Saifand our fawlis frome the playand leid 
Of hell, quhair it fervit to be tane to; 

Syne flowis us faifly in to AngeUis fleid, 
Cum Jhefu Chriflo filio tuo I 

Befeike thy Sone, that for me gaf na pryce 65 

Of riebe gold, bot the reid binde of bis hert, 
To purge me of my gret trefpafs and yyce, 

And denge my faull fra lipper fyne inwart ; 

And grant that of the heyin J may half part, 
Throw thy requefl, Mary, as wele thow can I 70 

Sen hale fuppl6 to Kennedy thow art, 
O mater Dei, memento mei, thy man I 



PIOUS COUNSALE, 



Lei FF laifF, my luiff, no langer I it lyk, 

Alter our amouris in to obfenrance ; 
Efchew the fword of vengeance or it flryk ; 

Cure luüe, and plefance tnme we in pennance ; 

Of mifdeidis mend ; of kiiiing mak confcience ; 5 
Confefs our iinnis, and Sathanas onrfett ; 

Punifche our flefche for our grit offence ; 
Half eye to God, and brek the Divellis nett. 



Voluptnous ly£F, quky thinkis thow fo fweit» 

Knawing the delthe that no man may evaid ? iq 
Syne perfaveiris in flefchelie lufl and heitt, 

No fawis may th6 frome thy finnis difTwaid ; 

Contemning God, of nocht that hes th^ maid ; 
Trufiing unto this brukill ly£F and vane ; 

Repent in tyme, devoid th^ of this laid, 15 

And knaw in hell thair is etemall pan^ I 
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Haill, Criftin Knycht I HaiU, etem Confortour I 
Haill, riall King, in trone oeleftiall I 

HaiUy lampe of licht I Haill, Jhefu Salyrntovr, 
In Heyinnis emjHre Prince perpetuall I 
Haill, in diüres Protectonr principall I 5 

Haill, God and Man, borne of a Virgin deyne I 

Haill, boift of balme, fpilift wifthin my fplene I 

Haill, in my hert with lufe wippit intern l 
Haill^ fpice of taül, to heir fueit fympheony I 

Hailly filk to graipe, to ficht brycht lycht in dem, 10 
To feit fute rode I Haill, guido to gade herbryl 
Haill, beme clofit tili wonndit and wery l 

Haill, bed tili reft I HaiU, fanlis habitakill! 

Haill, beyme to fkaill of deid the dirk umbrakillt 

In tili onre hert, qnhiU thou art herbrionr, 15 

We ar wifer than wes King Salomone ; 

Throw fpirituall piih moir potent protectonr, 
Stranger than Hectonr, Judas, or Sampfon; 
Farar be fer than ever wes Abfalon ; 

Richer in grace than Alexander the Gret ; 20 

Waldin as wynd, be grace ech for to tret« 

VOL. II. Q 
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Fra thon diflage for onr iniquite 

We ar waker than ever wes Fermulus^ 

Qahilk wes all mait, be gret infirmite ; 
Als lazar than ever wes Lazarus ; 25' 

As flrattioun flif, as tigar tyrannus ; 

Maur pure of gade than wes Diogynes ; 

Wilder in wit than Nabell Camfdes. 

Thus to the faule fen life is [thy] prefence» 

Off th6 is gude to have poifeffioun ; 30 

Qnhilk may nocht be bot [we] with diligence 
Baith nycht and day remember thi Paffioun ; 
And of thi glore fall have fruicioun 

Bot he that fludyis heir, efter his eflait» 

Thy cruell deid with piet6 to regrait. 35 

Bot now, allace ! men ar mair fludyus 
To reid the S^e of the toun of Tyre, 

The life of Turfalem, or Hector, or Troylus, 
The yanit6 of Alexanderis empire ; 
Bot quhen the warld fall all bim in a fire, 40 

Than vane itoryis fall mak na remeid, 

Bot all thair helpe mon cum thron Criftis deid. 

Bot fen our natonr is of fic a kind, 

That ever it feikis confolatioun. 
He is .maiit wife that dalie hes in mynd, 45 

' Himfelf to keip in occnpacioun ; , 

Quhairon the fpirit hes delectatioun. 
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Profit to the faule, hi« God worfchip aad dreid, 
Confort thy hert, bat leifing of hit meid 

Bot fen mony in will ar rycht myehtie, 50 

Qahilk in deid ar [bot] pure be ignonuce, 

Thron helpe of Him qnhill^ deit on the tr6, 
In Inglis touog I think to mak remembrance 
How Crodmaid man ; how man feil throa myfchance ; 

Syne, how greit pyne fnflenit for hit fynne 55 

The Sone of God, or he wald fnoeonr him« 

In [this] procefs I think als commonly, 

For tiU exclnd all cariofit6, 
Mhifi plane t^mes with deligenoe to ipy, 

Qahilk may be tane with fmall defficalt^ ; • 60 

Bot g^ me (Saufs inftant neceffiiie 
Termes to find, qahilk kea na ganand found» 
That thai tili hide, the better wald confound. 

Be natnrall gift nane to the end may bring 

Gode porpois tane, bot [he] him gid with grace, 65 

In qahilk of natoar hee fober cooforting. 
Thron help of him in caaffis in thia caifs ; 
Qahilk for my iaale the bitter deid can bra« 

Apoan the croce, in price of bis ranfonn ; 

Sa, in this hope, my porpob dow I fonne. 70 

EXPLICIT PROLOOÜS. 
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INCIPIT PA8SI0. 

1. God of his grace and gudnefs infinite, 
Sa nobill maid the man his Creatour, 

That of himfelfe [he] ^nawlage had perfite, 
Als of his Godheid, and nthir creatnr ; 
Thron grace of God, nocht of his awin natour, 75 
He might have fland quhill God to grace him brecht, 
Bat pane, or dreid ; bot he unwiflie wrocht. 

2. He wrocht nnwife, allace ! thron Lucifer, 
Qnhilk canfit him to difibbey his king, 

Qnhen he tili Eve as ferpent conth aj^ear, 80 

And canfit hir the appill for to bring 
To fader Adam, that he mycht, throw taiiling 
Off the appill, be like to God, and kend 
Baith gnde and ill ; bot that was nocht the end. 

3. The end wes war, for than banifl; he wes 85 
Be the Angell, and put out of Paradice, 

He and his feid, ever in this warld to pafs» 
Wanderand in wa, as man in nycht glaidles ; 
In canld and heit his neidis to pnrches ; 
As wonndit wycht in natonr bair of grace, 90 

Put to the hom» exilit fra Goddis &ce. 

4f. Silit he wes ander fchaddew of fyn, 
Qnhilk him depat ever with deid to dwell, 
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As bandomt knycht, and tili law bändln^ 

Heir to tUoile reift, fyne techit be to hell ; 95 
He bad no mycbt fra bim for to appeill, 
For paHy wea tiie Prince of maift poweir, 
Eternall 6od qubilk bad bim prefoneir, 

5. Fra be wes prefonet yeris mony ane 

As Goddis fa, dofit witbin myrknes, 100 

Marcy and Piet^ maid ane fall bery moan 

Tbat tbai wer tynt, for mankind gat na grace ; 

In Hevinnis empire, befor tbe Faderis face 
Tbai apperit, allegeand as for tbane, 
Tbat be tbair law Man fuld be fse fra pane. 105 

6. Tbair aUegence Justice and Verit6 
Affermit nocbt ; tbairfor, befor tbat King, 

Tbai allegit for tbame rycbt conftantlye, 
Tbat be tbair law Adam and bis offpring 
Etemalie fuld be banift bis rigne, 11 

6od infinit becaufe be bad offende ; 

Efter tbeir law bis pane fuld nevir end. 

7. Tban tbe Fader, all rlcbtnis [King and] Lord, 
Till bis Sone to pas gaif commandement. 

In tbair debait be bim to mak concord : 115 

And be riebt föne fcbew bim bis fentiment, 
Sayand, Ane deid iall mak you baitb content, 
And bring Adam tili peace with all bis feid, 
Tbat me will worlhip baitb in word and deid 
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8. Than 6od the Angell fend in the ciete 120 

Off Nazareth to Mary tbe Virgin, 
Quhilk l^alfit fair with reverence and piet6, 

Sayand^ Haill, fweit angelicall Regin ! 

6od kes th6 chofin to be baith rute and ryn 
For mannis peace, for you a Sone fall beir 125 
Callit Jhefa, thiürfor be nocht affeir. 



11. Tbl« wortby Lady, but mannis fyne bnr a Cbild, 
Till' angell glore, tili fynnar falvatonr, 

Till feind a fa, a freind to faule exild, 
Till bnngry meit, tiU tbrifty fvreit licoure, 130 
Till blind the fycht, to will a herbriour, 

Till dede the Hfe, tili pnre the riebe Lord, 

TiU feik die heill, tili life fcho bnre concord. 



13. The Kingig thr^ he giddit be ane fleme 

Ont of the Eft, in haifi to Bathelem ; 135 

In the üabill thai £ind the bony Barne 
With [Mary] bis moder, in cribe allane. 
For bis porerte, the Kingpbs thocht na fchame 

Till knell on kne, and him adore as King, 

And of gold, fens, mire, to mak offering. 140 



17. Yeris feren fra he had dwelling maid 
Intill Egypt, agane coine the Angell, 
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Sayandy Jofephe, S6 yon, bat mair abud 
Pafs to tki hame» tke land of Ifraell : 
6od has me fend agane, tb6 for to teU, 145 

That thai ar deid qnliilk wald the Barne haTe flane. 

In Nazareth thos are thai enterin agane. 

18. Mair of bis lifo» nnto tbe twelft yeir, 
Tbe Evangellis makis na [recordence] ; 

Bot utbir faid» that with bis Moder deir 150 

In Naiareth he maid bis [refidence], 
Hir and Jofaphe ferrand in gret reverence, 

Thoncht thai wer pure, and he a riebe Lord ; 

Afl Lindalpbu8 and utberis can record. 

19. Fra of big age twelve yeris wer camin» 155 
All to the ciet6 in tyme of Pafche thai wenl ; 

Thair wea he tynt, fyne in tbe Tempell fundin, 
Anumg tbe Doctoaris halding argameot : 
Hia Moder iaid, Saeit Sone, tboa bes as fcbent ; 
For we thi foacht with gret doüoar and pane, 160 
Bene neir our bamey fyne tamit beir agane* 

2L Neir thretty yeir fra [he] bad maid duelling 
With bis Moder, as fempill fenritoor. 

He tbocht it tyme to fchaw [bim] Lord and King 
Send fra tbe Heyin the tynt man to recare ; 165 
He take bis leife» and [in] floav Jordan fare 

Baptifl was than, tbocht he was deyne of fyi\| 

Leraad aU man with meiknes bovin to wyn» 
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25. Syne [tyme] drewneirthat hewaldofferand mak 
Off his body, for us banift of blis ; 170 

With Mofes and Elias firfl he fpak 
IntiU Tabor, for thai wer twa witnis, 
Tbat he wes Crifl, hecht tili all Faderis 
Qnhilk in the Lymbe lay, cryand day and nycht 
Up to the hevin, [No w] cum doun lampe of lycht. 175 

26. Quhen his difcipillis faw him fchyne fo brycht, 
Thai thoucht it gude ay to mak dwelling thair ; 

Bot qnhen thai herd the voce cry, fra the hiebt, . 

Thai feil on growfe, for dreid thai irayit fair; 

Heconfort thame, andbad thaim fpeik no mair 180 
Off that Vifionn, quhill he raifs fra the deid . 
Qohilk God deput for fyne to be remeid. . 

27. Efter lang pane, and lanber infinite, 
Hunger [and] thrifl, [and ] cauld in wyndandrane, 

Walking, wandering, powerte» gret difpite, 185 
DoUoor, difeis, [and] cair cotidiane ; 
Till all hia fair, he foncht na faw bot ane, 

The qohilk wes deid, as forcharge tili his forrow, . 

That his manheid to de fra God couth borrow. 



38. He pafiit forth nnto the hill to pray, 190 

As he wes wont ; fyne his difcipillis fchew, 
At that famin nycht thai fuld all pafs him fnu 



THE PA8SIOUN OF CHRIST. 105 



Peter iaid, Lord, thocht thai be all untrew, 

Yit» or I fald fic tratoury perfew, 
As prefoneir [far] lever d4 wald I. 195 

Crift faid| This nycht you fall me thiice deny. 

39. Cedron he paffit, fyne enterit in the yard ; 
He bad tbame walk^ for be ta pray wald pafl. 

Metbink tbis King bad bot ane fempill gard, 
Tbat yeid to fleip qiiben be to battall wes. 200 
Tbe feir of deid bim put in fic a dülresy 

Tbat be fwet bind, for be knew perfitlie, 

Tbat bim beboffit to d6 riebt cradlie. 



65. In tbe tolbutb [tben] Pilot enterit in, 

Callit on Crift, and fperit, Gif be wes King ? 205 

Crift anfaerit, inquirand firft at bim, 
Gif of bimfelf or utberis reberiing 
He fa inquirit, gif be as Prince fold ring ? 

Pilot anfaerity I am na Jew to knaw, 

Tby awne pepill bes brocbt tb4 to my law. 210 

66. Crift faid, My kinrik into tbis warld is nocbt ; 
Bot beir I come to fcbaw tbe yerit6 ; 

As warldly king to regne, and I bad tbocbt, 
My minifteris bad maid debait for me, 
Qnbilkis fra tbe Jewis gret iniqait6 215 

Had me defendit, and keipit fra tbair handis, 
Tbairfor to regne I come nocbt in ibir landis. 
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98. O pyney unkiady quhy art thow mair tiU him 
Than onj knycht thew had befor in hand? 

To breik the law [Ihoir^ fuld at him begyn 220 
Quhilk be trefpas ig fubject to thy wand : 
Thow art nocht jufl» [and] tby lawcan nocht ftand, 
For thow hes grae« oftyme to iyiuieris fend» 
And of hig wa thow will nocht mak an end. 

99. Apoune the eroce aU nakit thai him .band, 225 
With fa gret fovoe^ quhill thai neir hand him fla ; 

With ime nalis, quhen thay feil were ftrikand 
Throw the handis, than he begouth to pray 
Sayandy Fadir, na vengence on thame ta. 

Bot for my faik forget thair cnielti6y 230 

For thame bündig thair gret iniqoite. 

100. On lenth and breid with fcharpe cordig thai tak 
That nobill corpg^ qnhiU thai the banig twyn, 

Now all the lithig on hig tender bak 

Thai fa depart, quhill that hig ene wox dyme ; 235 
Fra hed to fate, thai brak baith hed and ryme^ 
Twynig hig joyntourig, and rivig all hig banig^ 
Birffig hig breift^ and all hig bowellig panig. 

101. Mony panig he tholit of befor, 

Bot to thig pane ig na pane to be peir ; 240 

Now he ig mait, now he may do no moir, 
Nowflefch [and] blude^ and banig ig all on fleir ; 
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Now Dede fra pane hes tane him prefonneir, 
QubilkiB him handillis fall fair in every part» 
Fra heid to fate liim perfis with a dart. 245 

102. O Man, now Inke how deir is Iky ranfoan, 
How he ii pnnift, for th6y that did na myfs ; 

Thrift in thy hert his bitter Paffionn, 
Mnmyng in mynd, for Thow art canfe of this ! 
Say, Lord, my fyn and thy gret Infe, I wifs, 250 

[That] garis th4 now ly fientit on the tr6 : 

I did the mifs, Lord, have merey on me I 



124. Fra Crift oor long» qnhilk is the himpe of lycht, 
Indynit him the fpirit tili expire, 

Phebns for ns to Inke [on] had nocht myoht, 255 
Bat drew ahak his bemea in hia ire ; 
Fra twelf tili ihre he let no thing efpire ; 
As he wald fay, I fall revengit be 
Apoun the man qnhilk garris his Maker d6. 

125. Qnhen none drew neir, he crjrit twifs, Ely, 260 
Sayandy Fader, qnhy hes thon left me fa ? 

Tbon lettis me pyne, and efler confort cry, 
Sa that the Jewis haldis me for thy fii ; 
To thy Marterls thon fendis confort in wa, 
Till me, thy Sone, thon fendis no remeid, 265 

Bot in my wo, refrefchis me with deid. 
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126. O TOoe of reuth ! O voce of maifl dollonry 
Off lamentationn, and gret pietö I 

Off all the warld [the^ generali Salrionr^ 
Bat ony help, now deis on the tr6 I 270 

Ciy what he will, he gettis na fuppl^ ; 

For God him puttis in the will of man, 

And man wait nocht how torment he him can* 



131. Quhen Deid enterit within &e hseül of hlis, 
His nobill hert he graipit in his hand, 275 

Sayand, O King, [thocht] yehavedone nomyfs, 
For your pepill ye mon bow tili our wand ; 
For your Fader hes gart us nnderftand, 

That he your deid Man is reilorit to grace ; 

Bot yowi faiklesy I dred te fla, allace I 280 

1S2. Ol he füll blyth ebeyit to the deid, 
For ikik of man he in his armes bnuft ; 

Syne on his breifl he inclynit his heid, 
As he wald fay, Now man I gif the gaift ! 
He thocht fall lang the bitter dede tili taifl, 285 

For mannis faule, [the] quhilk man maid mait hes 

Off Heyinnis blis, quhilk [caufed] him cry allace l 

133. With ane gret voce, cryit our Salviour, 
iSayand, Fadir, I commend in thi handis 

My punift fpreit, now tak in to thi eure, 290 

Quhilk Deid hankis herd in his bandis ; 
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Wait none my wo, bot thoa that nnderilandis. 
And tbifl fayand, he inclynit hit face, 
S3me with gret pane he gaif the guA, allace ! 

134. And fra my hert wald blndy teris fpring 295 
For thy Paffioun, to marne huth day and nycht, 

My wofnll mynd it wald to confort bring ; 
OflF all folace thon had tynit the fycht : 
And I falbe befy, with all my mycht, 
And fall nocht ceifs to cry, qnhill I woiih hals, 300 
For my kind Kingis deid to fay, allace I 

135. O cmell Deid, with th6 I think to flite, 
Qahilk me hes reirit all my conforting. 

Allace I my hert is now fonpit in fite, 
For be the deid it happinit this parting ; 305 
Thow art anrieht as jnftice for to ring, 
The Son of God ia.to thy handis thow braoe 
Fra me pure Knycht, to fla my Lord, allace ! 

136. O cmell Deid, fo bald how dürft thow be, 
To pnt handis on Him that ancht thö nocht ? 310 

Speik, gif thon dar I and mak anfwer to me, 
Thow fonll of reiff, to end that has been brecht : 
He fynnit neyer in word, dede, nor thocht I 

Bat cryme to d6, it is ane hery cais, 

Thow hes him flane, thair for bat law, allace. 815 
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223. He thocht it tyme to fchaw hki Majeftie, 
Throw his awin mycht afcendand to the glore, 

That he wald pas to the Heyin fo hie ; 

Thairfor the tyme he wald prolong no more, 
Bothe afcendit all the pepill Before, 320 

To fet his manheid on hi« Faderis rycht hand, 

Quhilk for his will to deid was obeyand. 



2d6b With yictory and triunqph celeftiall, 

With Angellis fang, and Angellis in Company 

He afcendit, quh^n thai war prefent all» 325 

Fra Mont Oliyet throw his agilit6 ; 
Baith handis and face tili Hevin djurectit he> 

And thai behaldand» and fa tSoem^t on hiebt, 

Qobill a bricht dade hiiii tnke out of thair fycht. 

227. Thocht [that] I wer alfe fair in eloquens 330 
As ony ordour of Angell chembyn, 

I cnld not fchaw. qnhat eure. and delig^nce 
Had faeit Jhefay die maanis faule to wyn, 
Born for onr faik, and fyne flane for onr fyn ; 

Till Heyin afcendit, tül bim a gid to be, 335 

His binde in drink, in meit left his bodie. 



231. O Etem 6od, quha hes wit to expreme 
The fnbtill wirking of the Haly Gaift, 
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Qohilk Man fra erill to 6od türmt fa deyne ? 
Off hit Giimmiii, and he have hap to taiiiy 340 
He garris [the^ occoorar leif bis gad in haift» 

And him follow in gret powert6 ; 

Ane hird) a kidft,^ propheit makb he« 

232. Off ailejierftwar he makia a proteetonr ; 
And of a cowart, qnhilk denyit hia name 345 

Thris for ane word or mnyn we§ ane honr, 
He garris contempne all erdly pane ; and thane 
Aganis knychtis and princis him allane 

Stand conAantly, and Criftis faith defend ; 

Leif as ane poftül, fyne as a marter end. 350 

233. With fic a man of traft aqnent to be, 
Quhilk 18 So without proceft of tyme, 

It is rycht gnde tili him that fuddanlie 
Wald be difchairgit of all the fyn and cryme, 
Qnhair for be fidd fnfleyne etemall pyne ; 355 
And hi§ gret grace in fchort tyme to retour 
The lang offence done to thy Salvatoar« 

234. And erery man is ficker of bis grace 
And be fa gpret be of contritioun 

That be pretend, and he have tyme and fpace, 360 

Off bis fynnis to mak confeffioun ; 

Als [that] he may mak fatisfactionn. 
And fyne no mair bis Maker to offend. 
And be with me nnto the warldis end. 
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235. O fweit Jhefa I O Salvionr foyenme I 365 
O Goddifl Sone, in manheid immortaU I 

Quhük on the croce fufFerit [gret wo and] pane, 
The banift man to grace for to rehabiU ; 
Into thy grace ihe Criftin pepill ftabill. 

In Heyinnis empire that tbai thy face may fe 370 

Withonttin end I Amen^ for thy mercy I 
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POEMS BY WILLIAM DUNBAR. 



THE TBRISSILL AND THE ROIS^Page«. 

T the concliulon of thli 
beauliful and lutereBdng 
po«m, DuHBAK foforms n» 
that it was writtpn on the 
Dinth of Mar [1503], neu- 
three mootfai before tb« 
«iriral of tfae Primcbr« 
HjiB«AftKT in ScotJuid. Her 

DUpdalS Witb JlMEI THB 

Bt Holrrood, Au^it 8tb, 
IW3. Bat the Poet had vlatted England at the end 
af lAOl, and liad probablf remained to wltneia the 
' fiancelB, ' wfaich took place Januarf 25th, 1502. 

For the pTMerTatioa of this poem we ue iolelf io- 
debted lo Georob Bahnattnb, fromwhoie MS. It wu 
fint publUhed hj Allan Ramiy ia * The Evergreen,' 
la 17S4. He introducea it vith tbeae linea : 
Tbc TsinLE uid the Ro», 



Bjr Ltäj Vttan chaw 

Bnn King ud lorely Qoe 
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212 NOTES. 

' The Thrissil and Rois ' has beeil My iUustrated hj 
Lord Hailbs, in his voIume of selections from Ban- 
natyne'a Manuscript, entitled " Ancient Scottish 
Poems," Edinburgh, 1770, 12mo. 

** This is a poem (he says) of acknow^ledged meiit: 
Every reader will remember Mr Langhorne*B enco- 
mium: 

In nenroiu strains Dukbab*s bold music flows, 
And Time tUä tparet the ThigOg and the lU$e, 

** It was occasioned hj the nuptials of James IV., 
King of Scots, and Margaret Tudor, the eldest daugh« 
ter of Henry VIL, King of England : an event on which 
the fate of the two natlons has tumed throughout every 
succeeding age ; to it we owe the union of the crovms, 
the union of the kiogdoms, and the Protestant succes- 
sion." — Hailbs. 

In the supplementary chapter to Da Hbnrt's Histor y 
of Great Britain, on the State of the Arts and Literature 
at that period, Mr Malcolm Laing thus mentions this 
poem : ** DuNBAB,an ecclesiastic, at least an ezpectant 
of church preferment, seems to have languished at the 
court of James IV., whose marriage with Margaret of 
England he has celebrated in the * Thistle and th« 
Rose,' a happy allegory, by which the vulgär topics of 
an epithalamium are judiciously avoided, and exhorta- 
tion and eulogy delicately insinuated« The versifica- 
tion of the poem is harmonious, the stanza artifieial 
and pleasiDg, the language copious and selected, the 
narrative diversified, rising often to dramatic energy. 
The poem from its subject is descriptive ; but Dunbar 
improves the most luxuriant descriptions by an inter- 
mizture of imagery, sentiment, and moral obserFation.' 
Bist vol. vi. p. 604, edit. 1793. 
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Warton, with bis uBual felicitj, has given an analysis 
of this poem, and quotes the opening stanzas, which, 
he says, " are remarkable for tbeir descriptive and pic- 
turesque beauties.'* — Hist. of Engluh Poetry^ edit 
l824»8vo,vol. iii. p. 91. 

Line 1.] " This vene is to be pronounced tbus :~ 

Qtthen Merche wes with ro-n-anc? windii put 

The former publisher, not attending to the rulea, or 
rather to the license, of Scottish prosody, changed the 
expreBsion into» 

Quhen Merche with variand winde was over-paet. 

^ This may be a better line than what Dunbar could 
make ; but it is the business of a publisher to set forth 
other men's works, not bis own." — Hailbs. 

Line 2. Appryle.l ** This word is to be pronounced 
as a frisyllable. The Scots still pronounce April thus, 
Aperil; Lat. Aperüis. Possibly Dunbar wrote Aprilis, 
as in the very first line of bis master, Chaucer." — 
Hailes. 

Line 4. Lusty May,] ** Desirable May. Lusty through 
these poems is an epithet frequently used in this sense ; 
also, in our language, it expresses youthful, blooming, 
large, joUy." — Allan Ramsay. 

Line 4. Thair houris,] From HortB, in the Missal 
of the Roman Churcb. " Hours» heureSy means their 
niatins or morning-orisons. Chaucer has made a füll 
choir of birds, p. 570. Urie*s edition, 
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On May-day, when the larke began to ryse, 
To Matitu went the Instie nightingale, &€. 

In the Evergreen, Dunbar's verse is tumed thus : ' Be- 
gin by timous haurs ;' which is both prosaic, and wide 
of the sense of the poet." — Hailes. 

Line 12. Fro the spUne,] " From the splene, or, as 
we would now say, from the heart» assiduouslf, ardent* 
ly. It appears to have been a fashionable phrase in the 
sixteenth Century, but is now forgotten."— Hailbs. 

Line 37. Upryse, and do thy observance.] ** Perform 
thj duty or respects. Here 'tis proper we take notice 
of the cadency of such words ; many, in that age, being 
pronounced long that now are expressed short But 
our Union with France, and French auxiliaries so often 
in Scotland at that time, can easily account for that 
manner of pronunciation." — Rahsat. 

In this passage, Dunbar has evidently imitated some 
lines in Chaucer's Knight's Tale, in the description of 
Emelie, 

£re it was day, as she was wont to do, 
She was arisen, and all redy dight ; 

For May wol haue no slogardie a night 

And sayth, Arise, and do thin observance. 

Line 46.] The words inserted within brackets, are 
supplied instead of 'fuü hastily, repeated in the MS. 
from the former line. 

Line 49. Dotn^ of dew doun fleit ;] '' t. e. quickly 
dropping dew." — ^Hailbs. 

Line 57. And as the blissfuü sone ofcherarchy,] ** In- 
stead of cherarchy, the Evergreen has, * drave up the 
sky.' * The blissfuU sone of cherarchy,' means the 
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tbaiikBgp[?iiig of the angels, in aUasion to Job, iixtüL 
the holy shout of the host angelical."— Hailbs. 

Line 60.] This song of the birde saluting May, will 
suggest to the reader the words of Chaucer when Palsp 
mon and Arcite see Emelie, from their prison-window, 
Walking in the garden — 

And loud lie sung, again the Bonne sliene, 
O May, with all thy flouris and thy grene, 
Right welcume be then faire fresche May : 

also the similar descriptiony and the song of the ** litüe 
sweet nightingale/' in the King*s Quair, by James L, 
when confined in the Tower of Windsor Castle« on 
beholding Lady Jane Walking in the palace-garden. 

Line 67. No schouris.] ** The word * schourü ' must 
be pronounced as a trisyllable» Scho^-ris. In the 
Evergreen there is substituted, 

' That nowther blasby shower, nor blasts mair cauld«' 

A line adapted to modern prosody, making sehouris 
from three syllables, and blastis from two, to become 
one; adding blashy, a superfluous epithet, and mair, an 
unmeaning comparative.*' — Haileb. 

Notwithstanding Lord Halles' remark, a syllable is 
evidently wanting in this line, as schouris never occuri 
as a trisyllable, and I have inserted the epithet sneil, 
Sharp or piercing, to supply the defect Thus, in 
Bishop Douglas' Description of Winter, we have * The 
sessoun was sa sneä,' and again, * Sere bitter bubbis (or 
blasts) oTid the schouris snelL* 

Line 83. Füll craftely conjurit scho the yarrow.] ^ The 
yarrow is achiUea, or millefolium, vulgarly sneesworL* 
I know no reason for selecting this plant to go on 
the message to all flowers, but that its name has been 



216 NOTES. 

Bupposed to be derived from arraw, beiog held a re- 
medy for flesh-wounds inflicted by tbat weapon. Tbe 
poet» in apology for peraonifying sneeswort, has added, 
* füll craftily coDJurit scho.' A ridiculous enough ex- 
ample of the ratio ultima vatum, tbe geox Ano 

MHXANHZ." — HaILES. 

Line 85.] Dunbar, in this description of tbe beasts 
assembled before tbe Hon, as tbeir king, may bave bad 
in bis recoUection, tbe Parliament of Beasts, in Henry- 
son's Fable of tbe Fox and tbe Lyon. — Hartes edition, 
1621, p. 82. 

Line 91. And courage Uonyne,] ** Allan Ramsay ob- 
serves, * tbis perbaps may be smiled at ; but tbere is 
as mucb to laugb at in tbe modern pbrase, of one's 
looking like bimself.' I cannot admit, as a sufficient 
apology for an old pbrase, tbat a newer one equally 
absurd is still employed. Indeed, tbe expression coti^ 
rage Uonyne, used of a lion, bas notbiDg at wbicb ^ one 
may smile,' unless tbat one be of tbe vulgär, wbo judge 
of language witbout leaming, and deride wbat tbey do 
not understand. Tbe expression means no more, tban 
* witb a beart sucb as befits a lion.' In old Frencb, 
courage means coeur, Tbus courage feminine, would, 
from analogy, mean tbe tender sensibility wbicb befits 
the nature of woman." — Hailes. 

Tbe pbrase, bowever, is of frequent occurrence. 
Chaucer says of Alexander tbe Great, 

— Nothing might assuage 

His higli entente in armes and labour, 

So was he fiil of leonin corage. 

Cant, Talesy TyrwK edit. 1. 14561. 

And in Clariodus, a metrical romance, translated from 
tbe Frencb into Scottisb verse, about Dunbar's own time, 
and first printed at Edinburgh, 1 880, 4to, (p. 78,) we bave 
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Clariddua, the flour of Man his knichtis, 
Fall lustUie into his weidis liiin dichtis 
With knichtlie clieir and curage leonine. 

Line 92.] Here Dunbar describes the lion henüdical- 
]y, as represented in the Royal ArmB of Scotland; and 
the manner of blazoning the arms, as Lord Hailes ob- 
Berves, *' is ingenious and elegant" Allan Ramsay also 
.V speaks of '* being ravished with pleasure," on reading 

^ this excellent description of the lyon and the Scots 

Arms, and says, "If one were to commentand illustrate 
every poetical beauty that strikes our imaginations so 
agreeably, and come so frequent, he would swell the 
notes too much, and rob the reader ofa pleasure which 
is his own property." 

Mr Ellis, in mentioning the occasion upon which 
this poem was written, observes» that it was " an event 
which is likely to have produced many invocations to 
the Muses, but which probably was hailed by very few 
panegyrics so delicate and ingenious as this of Dunbar. 
In the age of allegory and romance, when a knowledge 
of heraldry was a necessary accomplishment, it was na- 
tural enough to compliment the royal bridegroom under 
the character of a Lion, (part of the arms of Scotland,) 
or under that of the Thistle; and to describe the bride as 
the Rose, proceeding from the Joint stems of York and 
Lancaster : but it required considerable ingenuity to 

call into action these heraldic personages In this 

Singular but ingenious allegory, Dunbar has interwoven 
a number of rieh and glowing descriptions, much ex- 
cellent advice, and many delicate compliments, without 
any fulsome adulation.*' — Specimens of the English 
Poets, vol. i. p. 385. 
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Sir D. Ljndsay, in his *' Deploration of the Death of 
Quene Magdalene/' in 1537, employs the same figure in 
alluding to the alliance of James V. with ihe eldest 
daughter of Francis I. as being 

The heriiüy floiir of France 



Quhilk impit waa into the Thiflaill kene, 
Qttharein all SootUnd law thair haill plesanee) 
And maid the Lyon rejoysit from the splene. 

Line 119. Quhoisnobleyreisproteirprostratis.] ''This 
olMCure expression was not understood by Allan Ram- 
say. In place of it he has, happily enough, substi- 
tuted * his greitnes mitigates.' There is, probably, 
Bome error in the MS. From the word prostratis being 
used, a Tery intelligent genUeman concludes, that the 
passage» however corrupted, bas an allusion to the 
manly sentiment of VirgU, parcere suhjectU : thus ex- 
pressed in the motto of an illustrious family, * Est no^ 
bilU ira leonis* " — Hailes. 

The Manuscript hfkBproteir ot proceir prostratis, but 
parcere has been introduced into the text, as having at 
least an intelligible meaning. Some minuter corrections 
adopted in this poem are : line 24, lork — lark ; 1. 39, 
Ross— Rois; 1. 41 and 154, our — eure; 1. 69, goddas 
— goddes; 1. 104, thi— thy; 1. 115, la-»le; 1. 131 and 
144, concedring — considering. 

Line 129.] Pinkerton has remarked, (Hist ii. 36,) 
that the first authentic appearance of the Thisde, as 
a Scotish badge, is in this poem, and in the account 
of Margaret's reception and wedding, (August 1503,) 
where it is called a chardon. *' Under was a licome 
and a greyhound, that held a difference of one chardon 
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florytchedy and a red rose interlaaied." — Lbland's 
CoUect. vol. iv. p. 290. 

The Thistle, the national badge of Scoibmd» is cele- 
brated in an episode by Hamilton of Bangour, in bis 
unfinished poem, '*The Flowers:*' 

The Thifltle, bappier far. 



Exalted into nobler Cune, sball rite 
Triumpliant o*er eacb flower ; to Scotia*8 bards 
Subject of lasting WDg, tbeir Monarcb's cboioe. 

PoenUf p. 105, edU. 1760. 

Line ] 31—140.] " Tbis is an ingenious ezhortation 
to conjugal fidelity, drawn from the high birth, beauty, 
and virtues of the Princess Margaret" — Hailes. 

Line 142 and following lines contain alluBions to the 
Union of the Houses of York and Lancaster, in the 
persons of Henry VIL and bis Queen. Tbeir daughter 
Margaret» at the time when tbis poem was written, was 
only fourteen years of age, and it is highly probable that 
the Poety (as mentioned in the Memoir,) who had re- 
cently been in England, was able, from bis own Obser- 
vation, to celebrate the personal attractions of the 
youtbful bride. 

Line 150. Aboifthe lilly^ iüustrare oflfftmage,] ** Of 
more noble lineage than the lilly. He prefers Tudor 
to Valois : for there can be no doubt that the Uly means 
France."— Hailes . 

Line 172. Of michty cuUours twane.] '< The white 
of York, and the red of Lancaster. The medal of James 
L is well known : * Rosas Henricus, regna Jacobus ;' 
(Evelyn of Medals, p. 102.) May there never be occa* 
sion to add, *At qtiis Concor det animos?^ "—Hailes. 
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Line 188. Andthua IwreU] Allan Ramsay, instead 
of the two concluding lines of this poem, substituted 
the following : 

Callt to my Muse, and for my Bubjeck choM, 
To sing the Ryal Tliistle and the Rose. 

It is Singular that a person of bo rouch judgment and 
good taste as Lord Halles, (forgetting bis own remark 
on Ramsay*8 trivial alteration in tbe first line of tbis 
Tery same poem, see p. 213,) should bave retained 
tbese lines in preference to tbe Autbor's. " Tbe con- 
clusion of tbis stanza (be says) is taken from Allan Ram- 
say, wbo caugbt tbe spirit of Dunbar, wbicb Dunbar 
bimself seenis to bave let escape, by bis bald and pro« 
saic conclusion : — 

And thus I wret as ye haif hard to forrow, 
Of lusty May upone the nynt morrow« 

A conclusion (be adds) worse, if worse may be, tban 
tbe lines of Ben Jonson to Sir Kenelm Digby : 

Witneas thy yictory gained at Scanderoon, 

Upon thy birth-day the eleventh ofJune,** — Hailes. 

Even bad Dunbar's lines conveyed no Information as 
to tbe time wben tbe poem was written, tbeir inferiority 
to Ramsay's would not be admitted. To say notbing of 
tbe ungrammatical expression, ' Caüt to my Muse,' 
instead of, called upon, it is ratber out of place, at its 
conclusion, to announce tbe subject of tbe poem, unless 
all tbat preceded sucb an intimation bad been only a 
prologue of sometbing to foUow. 

Neitber was it unusual among tbe eider poets to spe- 
cify tbe day of tbe month on wbicb tbeir compositlons 



NOTES. 221 

were written. Tbus Ghaucer, in bis Hcnue of Pame^ 
assigns the " tenth of December" aa the data of bis 
dream ; and Douglas, in bis deBcription of May, in tbe 
prologue to the twelftb book of bis translation of Vir- 
gil's ^neis, says, 

<— — And with ihis, in ehawmer qahur I lay, 
Tbe nynt morow of fretcbe temperit May, 
On fiit I «prent P. 403, L 52. 



THE GOLDYN TARGE.— Page 11. 

This poem is mentioned in tbe Complaynt of Scot- 
land, 1549, in tbe enumeration of populär songa aad 
fltories ; and was printed at Edinburgb, no doubt under 
tbe Autbor's own eye, by Walter Cbepman and Andro 
Myllar, in tbe year 1508, six leaves 4to, witb tbe fol- 
lowing title, '' fixere bessnnßs ane litil ttetie intitttUt t^e 
goltrsn tatge compilit be üftauiter Qflftilfiam tiunbat." It 
is also preserved in tbe Manuscript CoUections of 
George Bannatyne and Sir Riebard Maitland, and bas 
been frequently reprinted since tbe days of Allan Ram- 
say, tbe text of Bannatyne's Manuscript being usually 
adopted. Tbe present text bas been taken from the 
old printed copy, witb some corrections on tbe autho- 
rity of the Manuscripts, but none of such importance 
as to require to be specified. 

"Tbe finding of this poem among tbe old manu- 
scripts, gives a great pleasure, it being particularly 
quoted by Sir David Lindsay in bis Prologue to tbe 
Complaint of tbe Papingo, wbere be mentions many of 
tbe old poets." — Rahsay. 

'* This poem was much admired in tbe days of its 
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author. By it Sir David Lindesay seems to estimate 
the poetical meiit of Dunbar : 

Who language had at lerge, 



Ab may be sene intil bis Gcldin Terge, 

It is rieh in descriptian and in aUegory ; but it will not 
afford much entertainment to those who, in obsolete 
poems, seek for the manners of a remote age. The 
scene might havebeen laid, with as much propriety, in 
Italy as in Scotland, and with more propriety during 
Paganism, than in the 16th Century." — Hailes. 

** The design of Dunbar's Golden Terge, is to show 
the gradual and imperceptible influence of love, when 
too far indulged, over reason. The discerning reader 
will observe, that the cast of tbis poem is tinctured with 
the morality and imagery of the Romaunt of the Rose, 
and the Flowre and Leafe, of Chaucer." — Warton. 

*' The Golden Tei^ is another allegorical poem öf 
Dunbar's, constructed in a stanza similacr to Spenser's, 
but more artificial, and far more difficult. In descrip- 
tion perhaps it excels, in sentiment it scarcely equals, 
the Thistle and Rose. Its narratire is not interchanged 
with dialogue ; its allegory refers to the passions, the 
dominion of beauty, the subjection of reason, andis less 
fortunate than the Thistle and Rose, whose occult and 
secondary signification is an historical truth that sub- 
sists apart, and however embellished, eannot be obscu- 
red by the ostensible emblem. Wlien the passions or 
the mental powers are personified and involved in ac- 
tion, we pursue the tale, forgetful of their abstraction, 
to which it is relative ; but to remedy this, the Golden 
Terge has a merit in its brevity which few allegorical 
poems possess. The allegorical genius of our ancient 
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poetry discovers often a sublime inventlaii ; but it has 
intercepted what is now more valuable, the represen- 
tation of genuine character and of the mannerspeculiar 
to ancient life. These manners Dunbar has sometimes 
delineated with humour, in poems lately retrieved (rom 
oblivion ; and from them he appears in the new light 
of a skilful satirist, and an attentive observer of human 
nature." — Dr Henry, History, vol. yi. p. 605. 

" William Dunbar, the most eminent of the Scottish 
Poets, deals much in Dremes. And it was to his 
Golden Terge that Lyndsay was obyiously indebted, 
not only for the conceit of bis Dreme, [composed in 
1528,] but also for the plan, and some of the machi- 
nery." — Ch almerb' edit. ofLyndsay^ vol. i. p. 185. 

** Than the Thistle and the Rose, and the Golden 
Terge of the Scottish bard, (says Dr Drake,) there can- 
not be two poems of similar length which exhibit greater 
warmth and luxuriancy of description, or greater skill 
in the invention and arrangement of the allegorical 
imagery. They certainly rival in opulence and strength 
of colouring the most highly finished allegorical pic- 
tures of his great master Chaucer, for such he ever 
acknowledged him to be." 

Line 1, &c.] In analysing this poem, Warton says, 
'* The Poet walks forth at the dawn of a bri^t day. 
The effects of the rising sun on a vemal landscape, 
with its accompaniments, are delineated in the man- 
ner of Lydgate, yet with more strength, distinctness, 
and ezuberance of ornament." — Mist ofEnglUh Poetry ^ 
vol. iii. p. 97. 

Line 21. Venus chapel clarkis,] Sir David Lyndsay, 
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in bis Testament of Squyer Meldrum, applies this 
phrase literally to priests : — 

Quharefor gar warne a1 Venus chapel clarkis, 
QuhUk heB bene mo«t exercit in hir warkis, 

But Montgomery, in the Cherrie and the Slae, like our 
author» applies it to birds : — 

Quliill Cupid walkinnis with the cryis 
Of Natureis chappell clarkis. 

Line 23. War powderit.] " Besprinkled. Anheraldic 
term. See Observations on tbe Fairy Queen, ii. p. 158, 
seq" — Warton. 

Line 28. Down thron the rtfce] ^ Through tbe 
busbes, tbe trees. Rice, or ris, is properly a long 
brancb. Tbis word is still used in tbe west of Eng- 
land." To tbis explanation, Warton adds quotations 
from Cbaucer, Alexander Scott, and Lydgate. 

Line 31. With tioynkling glemis.] ** Tbe water blazed 
like a lamp, and tbrew about it sbadowy gleams of 
twinkling ligbt." — Warton. 

Line 44. The rocke, &c.] '* Tbe rock, glittering witb 
ibe reflection of tbe river, illuminated as witb fire all 
tbe brigbt leaves. Low is a flame." — Warton. 

Line 45. Levis scheue,] " St. i. seq, Compare Cbau- 
cer's Morning, in tbe Knigbt's Tale, v. 1498," &c.— 
Warton. 

Line 52. Merse ofgolcL] ** In our old poetry and tbe 
romances, we frequently read of sbips superbly deco- 
rated. Tbis was taken from real life. Froissart, speak- 
ing of tbe Frencb fleet in 1387, prepared for ibe Inva- 
sion of England under tbe reign of Riebard tbe Second, 
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flftys, that the ships were painted with the anns of the 
Commanders and gilt, with banners, pennons, and Stand- 
ards of silk ; and that the masts were painted from top 
to bottom, glittering with gold. The ship of Lord Gay 
of Tremoyll was so sumptuously gamished, that the 
painting and colours cost 2000 French franks, more 
ihan 222 pounds of English currency at that time. See 
Grafton's Ghron. p. 364. At his second expedition into 
France, in 1417, King Henry the Fifth was in a shIp» 
whose sails were of purple silk, most richly embroider- 
ed with gold. Speed's Ghron. B, ix. p. 636, ed. 1611. 
Many other instances might be brought from antient 
miniatures and illuminations." — Warton. 

Line 75. Latana.] In the MSS., as well as in Ghep- 
man's edition, the name " Appollo" occurs, which cer- 
tainly is an oversight, as appears from line 80. In line 
78, Pallas and Minerva are introduced as two distinct 
persons. 

Lines 82 — 90.] This fine description of May has been 
imitated by Gawin Douglas, in his celebrated prologue 
to the 12th book of Virgil. 

Line 151.] Read Scheide of GokL 

Line 199. Crrundyn dartis.] Thus Douglas, in his 
poem King Hart : 

The grnndin dartis» scharp and bricht to aee, 
Wald mak ane hart of flint to fiild and fle 
For terrour. 

Line 209. A woful prUonnere,] See the next poem. 

Line 253.] ** Our Author (says the Historian of 
English Poetry) then breaks out into a laboured 
encomium on Ghaucer, Gower, and Lydgate. This 

VOL. 11. P 
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I chuse to recite al large, as it shews tbe peculiar 
distiiiotioo a&lientlj paid to those fathera of yene ; 
and the high ideas which now premled, even in Scot- 
land, of the improvements introduced hj their wri- 
tings into the British poetry^language» and literature." 
After quoting the paasage» he adds, " This panegyric^ 
and the poem» is dosed with an apology» couched in 
degant metaphors, for his own comparative humility of 
style.** — ^Wabton. 

Line 259, Was Hwu nocht ofomc Inglisch aü the lycht] 
^ Donbar was a naüve of Salton in East Lothlan, and 
consequently looked upon himself as an Anglo-Saxon 
by birth. From other passages of bis poems, it appears 
that he was too apt to despise those who were bom 
witAout the English pah. Such confined ideas must 
be attributed to the ignorant and illiberal age in which 
it was bis misfortune to live. Every one must admit 
the justice of bis panegyric on Chaucer» who was in- 
deed a prodigy.'*— ^Hailes. 

From a note on the « Flyting," lines 367-370, it will 
appear that Lord Halles inadvertently adopted the no- 
tion of Salton being the birth-place of Dunbar. 



BEWTY AND THE PRESONEIR.— Page 22. 

In Reidpeth's MS. the first two stanzas only of the 
poem have been transcribed, but there is added as a 
colophon — *^ Et quse sequitur. — Quod Dunbar." The 
entire poem, however, as an anonymous composltion, 
is preserved in Bannatyne's MS.> from which it is now 
first printed. It was probably much admired at the 
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time ; at leaat, in Ihe <' Compltynt of ScotUmd," 1649, 
in the enumeration of the ^ sweü ■ongs" Ihen populär, 
one is quoted as ** Lady help your presoneir/* whleh 
mayhavebeen the tarne. There is also in fhe fixat part 
of *' King Hart»" by ttshop Douglas, an occasional 
resemblance in the allegory, and ihe mode in wbidi 
Dame Pleasaunce and her ladies assail King Harf a 
Castle, and take him and his serrants prisoners. See 
the poem in Pinkerton's '^Ancient Scotish Poems," 
liOnd^ 1786, toL i. p. 8. 

It may also be noticed that there is a poem attribvted 
to Lord Vaux, entiüed ** Thassault of Gupide upon the 
Fort where the Lover's hart lay wounded, and how he 
was taken." It was first printed among the ^ Poems 
of Uncertain Authors," subjoined to Tottel's edition,in 
1557, of Suirey and Wyatf s Poems ; and has been re- 
printed in Percy's Reliques, vol. ii. p. 46, edit 1794, and 
in Ghalmers' English Poets, voL ii. p. 412. 

But such allegorical poems as the present would be 
best illustrated by a reference to the pageants or masques 
of the period, as Dunbar may here have done litde more 
than delineated one which he may have witnessed while 
in England, without having recourse to the fertility of 
bis own invention. One of these pageants is descri- 
bed by Halle, as ''Le For^rbsse Dangebds," ezhibited 
at the Court of Henry VIII. on New Year's Night, 1512, 
andit may have been represented at a still earlier period. 
The same Chronicler has preserved a more minute 
account of a similar pageant on occasion of a banquet 
given by the Cardinal Wolsey, on Shrove Tuesday, 
March 1522, when the Ambassadors from the Emperor 
Charles V. arrived in England. Halle's description is 
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here quoted, both as exhibiting a curious picture of the 
EogliBh courty and of Henry VIIL, in bis days of gallan- 
try, and as illustrative of Dunbar'B poem. 

"Thethirdedaieof Marche (says Halle) the Cardinall 
made to the Kyng and the Ambassadors a greate and a 
costly banket, and after that a Plale and a Maske : 
thair garmentea were russet sattln and yelowe, all the 
one side was yelowe,' face and legge, and all the other 
slde was russet. 

" On Shroue Tewesdaie, at night, the said Cardinall 
to the Kyng and Ambassadors made another supper, and 
after supper thei came into a great Chamber hanged 
with arras, and there was a clotbe of estate and many 
braunches, and on every braunche xxxii torchettes of 
waxe; and in the nether-ende of the same Chamber was a 
Castle, in whiche was a principall Tower, in whiche was 
a cresset buming ; and two other lesse Towers stode on 
euery side, witf dedand embattuled ; and on euery Tower 
was a banner ; one banner was of iii rent hartes, the other 
was a ladies band gripyng a mannesharte; the third ban- 
ner was a ladyes band tumyng a mannes hart. This 
Castle was kept with Ladies of straunge names ; the 
first Beautie, the second Honor, the third Perseve- 
raunce, the fourth Kyndnes, the fifth Constance, the 
sixte Bountie, the seuenthe Mercie, and the eight Pitie. 
These eight Ladies had Millian gounes of white sattin, 
euery ladie had her name embraudered with golde on 
their heddes calles and Millein honettes of gold with 
jwelles. Vnder nethe the basse fortresse of the Castle 
were other eight Ladies, whose names were Dangier, 
Disdain, Gelousie, Unkyndnes, Scorne, Malebouehe, 
Straungenes ; these Ladies were tired like to Women 
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of Inde. Tbin entered eight Lordes fn dothe of golde, 
cappes and all, and great manlell dokea of blewe nt- 
tin ; theee Lords were named Amorus, Noblenea, 
Youtb, Attendaunce, Loyallie, Pleasore, G^ntlene«, 
and Libertie : the Kyng was diief of this compaignie. 
Tbis compaignie was led hy one all in crimosin sattln 
with burnyng flames of gold» called Ardent Desire» 
wbiche so moved tbe Ladies to geve over tbe Castle, 
but Scome and Disdain saied tbay would bolde tbe 
place; than Desire saied the Ladies should be wonne, 
and came and encoraged the Knightes; than the Lordes 
ranne to tbe Castle (at wbich tyme without was shot a 
gret peale of gunnes), and tbe Ladies defended the 
Castle with rose water and comfittes, and tbe Lordes 
threwe in dates and orenges and other fraites made 
for pleasure; but at tbe last the place was wonne; but 
lady Scome and her compaignie stubbemely defend* 
edtbam withboows and balles, tili theywere driven out 
of the place and fled. Then the Lordes toke the Ladies 
of honor as prisoners by the handesi and brought them 
doune and daunced together verie pleasauntly, wbich 
mucb pleased thestraungers; and whentheihad daunced 
their fill, than all these disvisered tbemselfes and were 
knowen : and than was there a cosUy banket And when 
all was done^ the straungiers tooke their leaue of the 
Kyng and the Cardinall, and so departed into Flaunders, 
gevyng to the Kyng mucb commendaclon."— 'Hallb's 
CArofi., vol. ii., fol. 92, edit 1549, folio. 

Holinsbed describes at great length the ^ excellent 
triumph," or tumay of the " Fortresse of Beauty," in 
wbich the Earl of Arundel, Lord Windsor, Sir Philip 
Sidney, and Fulke Greville, were the cbief actors, at 
Westminster, April 1581, in the presence of Queen 
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BUzibeth; in complime&t to whom '^thete courtUe 
trimnpheB were set foorth with mott cottlie brauerie 
aad gallantnesM/'— CAron. edit 1587, p. 1316^1321. 

Line 22. Quoth Strangenes» ynto the parteir.] In 
line 18» Stnmgeness is called tlie Porter. 

Line 82. This he wes banist] Evidently a blunder 
for ** Bissines wes banist : " See lines 59 to G8. — ^There 
are other mistakes in tbe MS. copy of this poem which I 
am unable to rectify. 

Line 101. Than was he and hie linege loet^ Nearly 
the same words occur in King Hart : 

And out they blew witli long and mekle bost, 
That Lady and hir lynnage suld be lost. 

Line 104.] Reference having been made to Douglas* 
poem, it may be added in explanation, that King Hart 
ifl at length released by Pity, and having in bis tum suo 
cessfully asaailed Pleasaunce and her companions, he 
ia married to that lady ; and ihus concludes the first pari 
of bis allegorical representation of human lifo. But 
this author has, in that poem, carried bis personifica- 
tions to a yery preposterous length, having introduced 
auch peraonagea as Dim-Sight, Honour of War, Waste- 
Good, and Night- Walle; and Innocence and Benevo* 
lence are atrangely enough converted into horses, on 
which Youth-hede and Delyte ride. 



TO A LADYE.— Page 27. 

This address to a Lady, preserved in Sir R. Mait> 
land's collection, was first printed by Pinkerton among 
bis ^ Ancient Scotish Poems," 1786. An anonymous 
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poem, in a nmilar though less bewitifiil straio» will be 
found in this volume, at page 199. 

^'ThlB is a prettf poem, though it turns on a pun^ 
the herb rew and rue or pUy, The herb rue waa^ how- 
ever, also an emblem of pity» and perhapt no ptin ia 
meant*' — Pinkbrton. The same cridc haa a leamed 
note on the last stanza» regarding '* the cruelty" of tiie 
monih of March in this climate, which I need not quote. 

<* This litde poem/' says Da Irtino, ^ preaents Dun* 
bar in the character of a loyer ; a character which he 
has hardly assumed on any other occasion. The ladj 
to whom these staazas are addressed may be Maestria 
Musgraeffe; whom he elsewhere complimented in flat- 
tering terms.'* In like manner, a later wiiter says, 
^ Among Dunbar's minor pieces» there is a very pleasing 
one addressed * To a Ladye/ which» if we may venture 
to appropriate it to MistressMusgraeiFeyWOuld complete 
her picture in very favourable colours. From the strain 
of ihese lines, it would seem that Dunbar, like Petrarch, 
sang an unrequited passion."— Ztve« of Eminent Scoti^ 
men, art. Dunbar. Such conjectures, however, may be 
c<msidered as very idle. 

Line 4.] The syllables deficient in this line were 
thus supplied by Pinkerton ^ihat [to hevin] is dehr.'^ 



THE VISITATION OF ST FRANCIS.— Page 2a 

This poem,which is preserved in the several MSS. 
of Bannatyne, Mdtland, and Reidpeth, is of more tlian 
ordinary interest, on account of its referring to various 
iaeidents in the personal history of the Poe^ and con- 
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▼ejing» aa il doea» nearlj all the Information we poaaesa 
regarding the earlier period of hia life. There ia no 
circumatance mentioned that mlght enable ua to fix the 
date of ita compoaition, bat aa he refera to what had 
happened füll many a y ear bef ore, it may be aaaigned to 
the later period of the reign of Jamea IV. when the 
author waa looking for preferment in the church. — In 
Bannatyne'a MS. the poem ia entitled " How Diinbar 
waa deayred to be ane Frier," under which title it haa 
been hitherto printed. 

The mendicant order of Franciacana or Grey Friara, 
waa eatabliahed in Scotland early in the 13th Century, 
and had aeveral conventa in different parta of the coun- 
try, Whether Dunbar, in the earlier part of hia life, 
belonged to the Conventuala, or to the Obaervatinea, 
who profeaaed a atricter adherence to the rule of their 
patron Saint» ia uncertain. The latter had a convent at 
Edinburgh, where theology and philoaophy were con« 
atantly taught at thla period,and it ia not improbable but 
that part of our authör'a time may have been thua apent 
during hia noviciate. Thia aatirioal poem doea not aeem 
to have involved him in enmity with that religioua 
Order, auch aa Buchanan experienced at their handa in 
1537, for composing hia Somnium a poem, which ia the 
more deaerving of our notice in being a cloae and happy 
Imitation of that by Dunbar. Thia peraecution waa 
the more remarloible, (see Iatino's Life of Buchanan^ 
edit. 1817, p. 15,) not only aa Buchanan at the time en- 
joyed the protection of James V., by whom he had 
been appointed preceptor to one of hia aona, but aa it 
was at the King'a inatigation that he compoaed hia 
Francu€anu99 and other aatirical piecea, againat that 
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po werful Order, wbo prevtiiled both in depriviog him of 
tbat appointment, and in forcing him into exile. His owa 
wordfl, in 1564, are : — '* Itaque totis siue impotenti» 
viribus, in me incumbunt, et animo gladiatorio injariam 
(ut ipsis videbatur) tarn insignem ultum eunt : .... Uli 
vero, qui meo Bupplicio cuperent aliorum oraabatmerei 
et securitati suse in longinquum proepicere, non destite- 
runt, et per se maledicis concionibus, et per au» fac- 
tionis amicoB in Aula, primum a filio Regia inatituendo 
me abstrahere, deinde in exilium ejicere, exulem totia 
potentise viribus per Angliam, Franciam, Hispaniam, 
et Liguriam persequi." 

Bucbanan's Samnütm is so easily accessible in tfae 
various edidona of his poems, that it would be super- 
fluous to quote it entire in this place. 

Lines 21 — 25.] Da Irving, in his Livea of the Soot- 
ish Poets, in pointing out Bucbanan's Samnium as an 
undoubted Imitation of the present poem, sajrs, ^ The 
two poems are modeled according to the same plan ; 
and the finest epigrammatic tum [quoting thete and the 
correspondiog lines as foUows] in that öf Buchanan ia 
borrowed from his predecesaor.*' 

Mentior, aut peragra sazo fimdata vetusto 

Delubra, et titulos per simulacra lege : 
Multus honoratia fiilgebit Episcopus arls 

Rara cucuUato stemitur ara gregi. 
Atque inter Monaclios erit lisec rariasima yestia : 

Induat hancy si quis gaudeat ene miser. 
Quod si tanta me« tangit te cura salutis, 

Via inilu, via anims conanluiaae mese ? 
Quilibet hac alias mendicet veate auperbua : 

At mihi da mitram, purpurearnque togam. 
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Line 37. Preiehit] <" Sir David Ljndaaj in hift 
Papmgo^ written In 1580, Mys, 

War noeht tbe precliiiig of the begging freris 
Tint war tlie faith amaag the woulans. 

Tbe Preaching Friara bad been instituted in tbe tbir* 
teentb Century, witb tbe Intention of restoring tbat duty, 
often neglected by tbe superior clergjr, and of opposiDg 
the populär preacbing of tbe Lollards." — Sibbald, 
Chramcle ofScottUh Poetry^ vol. i. p. 240. 



DUIfBAR'S DREAM.— Page 31. 

Thb autbor, in tbis poem, Introduces a ^ goodly com« 
pany" of allegorical personages, einging and dancing, 
led by Noblenem» wbo, seeing tbe Poet oppressed witb 
Languor and ber sister HeaTiness, oomfort bim witb 
tbe assurance tbat tbe King would not^ for tbe rent or 
▼alue of a bisbopric, allow bim for balf a year to go 
unrewarded. From line 55, it appears to bave been 
oomposed as a New-Year's Address to James tbe 
Fourtb, probably at a late period of bis reign. It is 
preserved only in Reidpetb's MS., and is bere for tbe 
first time printed. 

Line 8. W<u all depajfnt,] Varlous passages migbt 
be quoted from tbe older poets to sbow, tbat before 
tbe use of tapestry was introduced, it was customary 
to paint ibe walls of rooms, as well as of cburcbes, 
willi bistorical and otber designs. Tbus Cbaucer, In 
tbe Romaunt of the Rose — 

And sootbe to sayn my cbamber was 
Fun weU depainted. 
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aad, in die Knightm Tale, the Tmnfile of Dfans was 

Depented by the walki up and doan 
Of lumtixig» and of ahamrfaat cha a ta te e. 

Line 80.] Insert a comma after 3fy siiters. In line 
107, Prince shoiüd have been printed with a capital 
letter. And, in line 115, for ainon read anon, 

Line 90. Yone BaUet'Maker,] As this is not tlie onlj 
place wliere Dunbar stjles himself by so \ow\j a desig- 
nation, it maj be obserred that the term ** Bailad" was 
not applied to any one particular species of composition« 
Short poems in general were usually so styled ; and 
the Poet here refers to bis complaints and petitions to 
the King, as offered ^humblie in to Ballat wyse." It was 
dso applied to Songs. In the Treasurer's Acoounts^ 
1491-2, three unicoms, or L.2, 14s., were paid ** Oa 
Monnnda the ij* Jannar to Sir Thomas Galbrecht, Jok 
Ooldsmyih and Grafurd, for the singyn of a Ballat to the 
King, in Ae momyng/' 



THE BIRTH OF ANTICHRIST. Page 36. 

This poem, which is contained in liie MSS. of Ban- 
natyne, MaiUand, and Reidpeth, was printed by Lord 
Halles nnder the tiüe of a ** Dream." The allusions it 
eontains to the Abbot of Timgland will be amply iUn»- 
trated in the notes to the poem that immediately foU 
lowsy as it refers more directly to the lifo and advei^ 
tures of this noted character. The present poem was 
probably written about 1507, and it shows with what 
iadHity and happiness Dunbar could setze upon such an 
unusual occuirence as the Abbot's attempt to fly in the 
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air> in order to bear on hie 0¥m personal vievrs and ex- 
pectations. 

Line 82.— JlfaAottn.] ** Accordiog to Matth. Paris» 
p. 269, ad an. 1236, Mtiho is the same with Mahomet. 
Du Gange, voc. Mahum, has quoted yarious passages 
from the old French poets, which he thinks proves this* 
A more direct proof is to be found in the fragment of 
the Fairj tale, [in Bannatjne's MS.J where the follow- 
ing lines occor : — 

The Carling now for dispyte, 
Is mareit with JdeJtomytef 
Sensyne the cokkis of Crawmound crew neyir a day, 
For dule of that devilliach deme wes with Mahoun mareity &C-. 

Here JUoAotm and Mahomet are evidenüy synonymous* 
It would seem that the Franks hearing the Saracens 
swear by their prophet, imagined him to be some evii 
spirit which they worshipped : Hence all over the west- 
em World Mahoun came to be an appellation of the 
devil." — Hailes. 

The fragment here quoted has been printed under the 
title of " The Gyre-Garling," by Sir Walter Scott, in the 
Border Minstrelsy, and by the present Editor in " Se- 
lect Pieces of the Ancient Populär Poetry of Scotland." 
Edin. 1822. 4to. 

Line 44. Fle wald ane Abbot] From the notes to 
the subsequent poem, it will appear that the person 
here alluded to was made Abbot in 1504, three yeara 
previously to his attempt to fly from the batüements of 
4Stirling Castle. 

Line 1 12. And ichot ane gun,] Thus, in ihe Goldyn 
Terge, line 238, ** Thay fyrit gunnis with powder Tio« 
lent." James IV., as we leam from the Treasurer'a 
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accountfl, amused himself with shootiiig. On Febniarjr 
\, 1508, L.I4, by the King's command, was pdd for a 
gun, to James Bertoun. Three days later, is this entr jr, 
'* Item to the King, quhilk he tynt on schuting with the 
culveryn in the hall of Ualyrud house, with Hannis [the 
gunnar], 28s." The next day, '< Item to the King, quhilk 
he tynt on schuting with the culveiyn, in Sir George 
Newton's yard, 7 french crownis, summa L.4, 18s.' 
Many simikr entries might be quoted. 



THE FREIR OF TUN6LAND. Page 89. ; 

This bailad is preserred in the MS. coUectlons of 
Asloane and Bannatjme, but in the first it is imperfect, 
ending with line 69. The defect in this portion of As- 
loane's volume is much to be lamented, as several other 
of Dunbar's poems were no doubt contained in the 
leaves that are lost 

The singularity of this bailad, it is hoped, will serve 
to excuse the prolixity of the illustrations ; and in 
giving some account of the Abbot of Tungland, whoee 
name appears to have been John Damian, I am indebted 
for nearly the whole of the Information to the very 
copiousnotes fumished me by my friend James Cbal- 

IfBRS, EsQ. 

The first occasion when the Abbot makes bis appear- 
ance in this country, is the year 1501. Previous to his 
appointmentas Abbot, in 1504^ he is in the Treasurer's 
accounts variously styled " The French Leich,*' ''Mais- 
ter John the French Leich," " Maister John the French 
Medicinar," and *' French Maister John." This desig* 
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natloii eTidend j impliefl hk profeasioo» and as he re- 
ceiyed ^'leveiay," along with other peraons at court in 
1501-2, he HO doubt had an appointment in the King's 
hoiueholdy aa a physiclan* Ahout the same time there 
ia mention made of " the Leich with thecurland hair/' 
CHT '* with yellow hair ;" and of a '* John Francis»" but 
theae undoubtedly were different persona« Bishop 
Lesley says» thathe was an Italian; and from Dunbar's 
poem we further leam that he was a natlve <of Lom« 
bardy, and had practised Surgery and other arts in 
France, before bis arrival in this country. Being a 
person of pleasing «address and great ingenuity, he 
easily succeeded in iogratiating himself with the King. 
It was from him that James imbibed a streng passion 
for alchymy, having about ihis time eatablished at Stir- 
ling a fumace for prosecuting such experiments ; and 
the King continued during the rest of bis reign to 
ezpend considerable sumsof money in attempts to make 
** Quinta Essentia," which should convert other metals 
into pure gold. For *' Maister John>" according to 
Bishop Lesley, ** causet the King believe that he, be 
multiplyinge, and utheris his inventions, wold make 
fine golde of uther mettall, quhilk science he callit the 
Quintassence, whereupon the King made great cost; 
but all in Tain*" But the Scotish Monarch was not Sin- 
gular in being thus deluded (to use the words of the 
English Dramatist)— 

For hidden treasure 

He hopes to find ; and has proposed himself 
So infinite a masa, as to recoyer, 
He cares not wliat he parts with, of the present, 
To his men of art. 

Ben JoNsoNj by Gifford, vol. v. p. 28» 
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ThuBy in the Priry pane ezpenMs of Henry VIL, 
June 6y 1499, there was paid '* to a mulHpiier in tfae 
Tower of London» L.d8, 68. 8d/* The followingentry in 
ihe TreaBurer's Accounts is one of the earliest nodces 
ef the Abbot that occnre : 1501-2, <* Item the thrid day 
of Merch, send to Strluelin iiij hary nobles in . • • • 
io the Leich to multipfy^ summa L.9." The day foUow^ 
faig^'* Item to the King and the French Leich to pky 
at the cartisy L.9, 5s." On the 29th May» 1502» the 
King^s Treasurer paid to Robert Bertoun» one of the 
Klng'B Mariners» ^ for certaine droggis brocht home to 
him to the French Leich» L.dl» 48.*' And the day afier» 
he gave '' to the French Leich» quhen he pasdt bis way» 
800 french crownis»" or L.210» Scotish money. This 
probably refers to a temporary visitto the Gontinent in 
furtfaerance of bis schemes. 

In addition to the numerous substanüal proofs of the 
King's liberality which are noticed in the Treasurer's 
Accounts» as bestowed on ** the French Leich»" Dunbar 
no doubt feit mortified when such an adventurer was 
elected Abbot of Tungland in Galloway. This was 
early in the year 1504. On the llth March» 1503-4» 
the Treasurer paid "to Gareoch Pursevant, 148. to pass 
to Tungland for the Abbacy to French Meister John." 
On the 12th of the same month» ** by the King's com- 
mand," he paid **to Bardus Altovite» Lumbard» L.25 
for Maister John the French Mediciner» new maid 
Abbot of Tungland, quhiUc he aucht [was indebtedj to 
the said Bardus." And a few days later» on the 17th» 
there was given '* to Maister John the new maid Abbot 
of Tungland» L.7." Three years after, in 1507» July 
27» occuTs-^" Item» lent be the Kingis command to the 
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Abbot of TungUuidy ani can nacht be gotHn fra htm, 
L.dd, 68. 8d." 

The incident which gare rise to Dunbar's poem oc- 
curred in September or October 1507. Bishop Lesley^ 
in his English Histoiy, (recentiy prioted by the Banna- 
tyne Club,) noticing an embassy sent to France Sep- 
tember 27th, that year, says, that the Abbot of Tiing- 
land ^ tuik in band to flie with wingis, and to be in 
Fraunce befoir the saidis Ambassadouris. And to that 
effect he causet mak ane pair of wingis of fedderis, 
quhilkis beand fessinit apoun him, he flew of the Castell 
wall of Striveling, bot shortlie he feil to the ground and 
brak his thee [thigh] bane ; bot the wyt thairof he as- 
Bcryvit to that thair was sum hen fedderis in the wingis 
quhilk yarnit and covet the mydding and not the skyis. 
In this doinge he preissit to conterfute ane King of 
Yngland callit Bladud, quha, as thair histories men- 
tiones, decked himself in fedderis, and presumed to flie 
in the aire as he did, bot, falling on the tempell of Apollo, 
brak his neck.'^-^Hist. p. 76. Edin. 1830, 4to. 

Bishop Lesley, in his Latin History, has amplified the 
narrative in some respects, but the passage is too long 
for quotation. (De Origine^ <^c., Scotorum, p. 345, 
Roms, 1578, 4to.) His unsuccessful attempt, according 
to the historian, subjected him to the ridicule of the 
whole kingdom. Yet he still retained the King's favour, 
as the Treasurer's books from October 1507 to August 
1508, repeatedly mention him as having played at 
dice, cartis, &c., with his Majesty; and on the 8th 
September, 1508, ** Damiane, Abbot of Tungland," ob* 
tained from the King a license to pass out of the 
realm, and remain in what place he pleases, at the study. 
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or any other lawful occupation» doring the space of five 
years, without incurring anjr hart,prejudice, or tkaith, 
anent tlie Abbaj and place of Tungland.— (i2«^<tor 
ofPrivy Seai^ vol. iÜ. p. 187.) He must have retumed 
to Scotland previous to the death of James ; ai, on the 
29th March, 1513, L.20 was paid to <" the Abbot of 
Tungland to pas to the myne of Crawfurd-raoor." The 
KiDg had then artisans at work upon this mine, from 
which gold had been obtained. 

Line 8. A swevyng swi/th did me assaile,] ^ A Tision 
fiuddenly came upon me." — Hailes. 

Line 5. A Turk of Tartarp,] ** The Torks were 
first knovni hj the name of Tartarsy from the country 
out of which they issued. There is a curious account 
of the Turks in the Chronicle of Melros, much in the 
form of a newspaper." — Hailes. 

Line 9. Fra baptüing for to eschew.] ** To avoid 
being baptized ; for had he been discovered» he would 
have been made a slave, or, by way of alternative, for- 
ced to profess Christianity."— >Hailes. 

Line 12. For he cowth wryte and reid,} '* The meaning 
is, as he could read and write, he was able to pass for a 
friar under the habit which he assumed." — Hailes. 

Line 16. With Htill of Lumhard leid.] Lord Hules 
explains this as ** either with small knowledge of 
the Italian language, or with ä little, or a smattering 
of Italian literature, or with some knowledge of the 
Lombard business of broker." 

Line 20. Or he hyne yeid,] *' Before he went from 
thence." — Ha iles. 

VOL. II. Q 
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Line 21. Vane^argani9 hefuU clenely earvU.] Lord 
Hidles says this is a yery obikcar« line : ** Vane-orgama 
seemB to meaa the veiiu of the head ; and then the 
aenae will be» He was dexterouB in bleeding at the veins 
of the head. This ia commonly performed by cupping- 
glaaseB, which no doubt would be considered in Scot- 
land as a curious operaüon." But the words simply 
intimale that he was veiy skilfiil in letting blood from 
the veins. 

Line 22. Quhen of his straik so mony starvü.] 
** When so many died by his stroke. The word straik, 
or stroke^ seems to confirm the notion, that cupping- 
glassesareheremeant. «Storvt^ is a word still preserved 
in Englishy implying a violent death by hunger. To 
starveqfcM^ is stiU a Scottish ezprcssion,from the word 
Horvent to die." — Hailbs 

Line 29. In potingary he wrocht gret pyne,] ** Acting 
in the character of apothecary, he did much mischief. 
The poet distinguishes the three branches of the heaim 
ing art all joined in this empyric, ' pottingry, medecyne, 
and leiche-craft' ** — Hailes. 

Line 8 1 . The Jow was of a gret engyne.] ^ Not this 
Jew, but this juggler, or magician. The words to jowk^ 
to deceive, aadjowkery-pawkry, juggling tricks, are still 
in use." — Hailes. Bishop Lesley, in speaking of the 
Abbot of Tungland, says, he ** wes of curious ingyne." 
Lord Hailes, in his Note, also notices the fragment of 
the Fairy Tale, quoted at page 236, as containing the 
expression, ** Scho is the Quene oiJowis^* meaning, she 
is the queen of magicians. 

Line 34. He wM half ^c] ** His fees were so 
ezorbitanty that one night*s attendance cost a horse. 
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the most Bumptuous of preaents in thoae days, and 
the skin of the psüenty atill alluding, aa it would aeeiDy 
to the maimer in whicli tbe mountebanic applied hia 
cupping-glaasea. Hyd maj mean hidden tretuure, or 
hoard; but the other interpretation aeems more aim- 
ple." — Hailbs. 

Line S6. So umkU he was of myonce.] ** Probably 
corrupted from maieM, It meana ezpedienta for gain." 
— Hailes. ** Myance, ao written for the rhjrme, properly 
moyenSf signifying meanfl, might, power/'— JfiS. Note, 
J. Chalmers. 

Line 37. Hie ymie wae rüde ae ony mwolUtr.] ^ Hia 
chirurgical instrumenta were like thoae uaed in torture. 
Ungiammatical phraaea, auch aa ' yrins waa,' are very 
frequent in thia collection." — Hailbs. ** Mawehtir 
meana a beam, or the leg of a couple in the roof of a 
house. The word ia atill in common uae in the Nortli." 
«— jlf «9. Note, J. Chalmebs. 

Line 40. Gardifviane.] **lAtet9lljgardedevkmde,or 
cupboard; buthere itimpliea hia cabinet»" [rather, apor- 
table cabinet] The gloaaary aubjoined to the ** Ever- 
green" ridiculoualy enough explaina it to be a case of 
instrumente, ** In thia atanza and the foUowing, the poet 
deacribea hia hero buaied in the laborator jr. * Thia digni- 
tary of the church,' saya he, ' never choae to go to maaa, 
altbough wamed by the holy bell, or akellat [This name 
ia still given to a sort of rattle which criera use.] Hia 
head with beating at the anvil waa spotted or speckled 
like a blacksmith's. Although a new-made canon, he 
disobeyed the ecclesiastical law, which requirea per- 
aona of that Station to say matins. He neither put ou 
stole norfanon, [stola and manipulus, or eudarium, parts 
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of the Testments of an officiating priest,] lest they 
ahould have been defiled with the smoke of his labo- 
ratory.' " — Hailes. 

Line öl. As blackrgmyih brvkit wo» hispeilat, 
For biUtiring at the studjf.] 

** His head was blackened or begrimed as a black- 
smith. A black-faced sheep is called a bruikit sheep. — 
James IV., who was a firm built, athletic man, was fond 
of showing his powers by atriking at the study ^ or anvU. 
There are in the Treasurer's Accounts gratuities paid to 
blacksmiths, where the King strdk at the study. Sir 
Anthony Darcie, the French knight, strack at the study 
with the King; and the Abbot of Tungland probably 
did the same, which has occasioned Dunbar's ridicule." 
MS. Note^ J. Chalmers. 

Line 58. To mak the quintessance andfailyeit.] ^ Of 
alchymy and its royal bubbles, there is a good account 
in a tract by J. F. Buddeus, ' An alchemistse eint in 

republica tolerandi;' Haies Saxonum, 1712, 12mo 

James IV. of Scotland was a professed admirer of 
alchymy. In a letter from him to Mr James Inglis, 
(JEpist. Reg. Scot. y. i. p. 1 19,) he says, ' Animi tui bene- 
Yolentiam gratanter accepimus, qua, datis ad nos literis 
reconditos alchemise sanioris phihsophia libros apud te 
esse significas : quos etsi viri dignissimi abs te peterent, 
ad nostros tamen usus difficilius servas, quia nos eo 
artis studio teneri audieras.^ " — Hailes. 

** In the Treasurer's accounts, there are numerous 
payments for the ' Quinta Essentia,' includicg wages 
to the persons employed; Utensils of various kinds; 
coals and wood for the furnaces; and for a variety 
of other materials, such as quicksilver, aquaylte, 
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lltharge auri^ fine Ün, brint BÜver, allttm, sali and eggs» 
saltpeter» salaramoniack, &c Gonsiderable payments 
were also made to seyeral ^ Potingafars, for stuff of 
various kinds to the Quinta Essentia.' On the 13th 
Oct 1507, the Khig's Treasurer pud L.6 for aptmcAeo» 
ofwine to the Abbot of Tungland, to mdk Quinta Emn- 
tia* The King sometimes got golä coitu from the 
Treasurer to put into the Quinta Eseentia.^* — MS. Note, 
J. Chalmers. 

To these particulars, I shall only add» that Dr Thomas 
Morison, in his " Liber novus de Metallorum causis et 
Transsubstantiatione/' Francof. l593,&yo, mentions the 
Abbot, but mistakes in supposing him to have been 
patronised by James V. In his dedication to James 
YLy he says, that in the desire of procuring this trans- 
mutation, most of the Princes of Europe ^ ut gregarios 
sileam, naufragium olei et oper» fecenmt;" and 
adds, ** Taceo Avum tuum felicioris memoria» Jacobum 
Quintum cum sua creatura Abbato Tunlandise, qui, 
dum in multiplicationis verba assentitur Rex, eum cir- 
cumducit ingentibus pecuniis." 

Line 60. A federam on he tuke.] '' After haying in 
vain attempted to make the grand elixir, he put on 
winga ; fedrem orfedderome, isfeathering" — Hailbs. 

Line 61. And schupe in Turkyfor tofle,] ** Shaped 
his course, or prepared himself to fly back into the land 
of the Turks, which the poet has thought proper to re- 
present as the native country of this friar." — Hailbs. 
It suited the purpose of Dunbar's ridicule to substi« 
tute Turkey, but the Abbot's aFOwed Intention was to 
flee into France. Bishop Lesley, (in his Latin History,) 
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as Lord Hdles obterves, ** could not avoid likeniog the 
Abbot of Toogland to Simon Magna : there is, bowever, 
this difference between tbe fitories, that tbe fanatic Ita- 
lian did attempt to fly, whereas the ad venture of Simon 
Magna is a stnpid, inconsistent, impoBsible fable." Dun- 
bar also, in the preceding poem, line 30, compares tbe 
Abbot to Symone Magus. The instance of King Blau- 
dud (already referred to» p. 240) is gravely related by 
all the old English chroniciers ; and the curious reader, 
for a similar attempt, may consult the Tale of Velant 
the Smith, contained in the Icelandic ** WilkenapSaga," 
or the ezcellent abstractof it given in Campbell's New 
Monthly Magadne, vol. iv. p. 527. ^ The Storie of the 
Parson of Kalenborwe," a most rare English tract, 
printed about the year 1500, also teils, howhe engaged 
to fly from the steeple of the parish church over the 
river Tonowa, on a sultry day, for the purpose of col- 
lecting a crowd, to get off * wyne that he had in his seier 
that was marred.' — See the extract in Arnes' Typogr. 
Antiq. by Herbert, vol. iii. p. 1531, note, 

Line 69. &c.] '* The author has introduced the 
names of many different fowls. Instead of cumbering 
the glossary with the explication of a multitude of 
words whicb occur but once, I will explain them here 
as well as I am able. Gled, sparhalkf^tarsaly stanchel, 
biisart, marfyen, mittane, are all different kinds of hawks. 
Pyot, magpie ; cravnsy common crows ; mauns^ mew ; 
gormaw^ cormorant; hayis^ jackdaws;/a, geay; egiüf 
eagle; homet-howlet great homed owl; ruhis^ rooks; 
8t Martinas fowl, ihe märten or marüet, which is sup- 
posed to leave this country about St Martin's day, in 
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the beginniog of winter; cuichetiis, is ring-doves; but 
from the Company they are placed in, may be under- 
Btood of chouette, common owl." — ^Hailbs. 

Line 79. To the spring htm specL] ** Betook himself 
hastily to bis »pring or flight" — Hulba. 

Line 88. Scho held them at a Ayii/.] Held them with 
a catch. But Lord Halles thuB explains it» ^ Literally 
held them by a hold, i. e. held them fast" 

Line 97. Skrippit with a »hyke,] SkrippU^ says 
Lord HaileSy signifies to make mouths in sign of derialon« 
The line may be explained, mocked with a screedu 

Line 101. Uncunnandly he cawhit^ ** Unknowingly 
he bewrayed himself." — Hailbs. 

Line 103. AU hawhit.] << Homed catUe are called 
hawkit when they have streaks on their skin, and par* 
ticularly on their foreheads." — Hailbs. 

Line 107. Xi a myre.] Ledey aays, that the Abbot 
thuB accounted for hia misfortime :— ** My wings/' Bald 
he, " were composed of yariouB feathera ; among them 
were the feathers of dunghill fowla, and they» by a cer- 
tain Bort of sympathy, were attracted towarda the dung- 
hill ; whereas, had my wings been composed of the 
feathers of eagles alone, the Barne sympathy would have 
attracted them into the region of air.*' — JOe Origine, 
SfC, ScoL p. 345. 

Line 115. The cratois htm socht with cryis of catr.] 
Chaucer, in bis ABsemblee of Fowles» to which poem 
Dunbar, in bis enumeration of birds, may have been in^ 
debted» uses a similar phrase : ** The ravyn and the 
crowe with her voice of care." — Godfray's edit. 1532» 
fol. 281. 
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THE DEVILL'S INQUEST.— Page 45. 

Thib poem» usually printod under the tiüe of " The 
Sweiren and ihe Devill/' is preserred in the MSS. of 
BannatTne, Maitland, and Reidpetb. FVom the original 
liat of Contents prefixed to Aaloane's MS^ it ia probable 
that this poem waa contained in ihe portion of the to- 
lume which ia loat» under the title now adopted, ** The 
DevilPa Inqueat." The preaent text la from Banna- 
tjne's MS., except in a few paasagea which will be spe- 
dfied i but aa that copy differa materially from the other 
MSS., it maybe necesaary to point out ihe chief varia- 
tiona, by repeating auch parta aa differ most widely. The 
lat and 4th atanzaa yary almoat in every word; and 
ihe 2d, 3d, llth, 12th, 14th, and I6th, aa given in the 
printed text, are not found in the other copies. On the 
oiher band, theae copiea contain four new atanzaa, two 
of which, the 12th and the last, aa afterwarda atated, 
have been adopted« 

Dremand, xne ihoclit that I did hear 1 

The commoun people ban and sueir, 

Blasfeimand Godia majeatie ; 
The Diven ay roimdand in tbair eir, 

Rennnoe your God, and cum to me. 



. The merehand aweiriB mony aith, 16 

That nerer man aaw better claith, 

Ka fynar ailk cam ouer the ae ; 
Co Bweir, quod Sathan, be not lufih, 

To aell my geir I will haye thi. 
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The tailwur taya» in all this touny 26 

Be thair ane bettir thapin gown. 



That better breid did na num se. 38 

The DevUl eaid, and on him oould nod, 
Wiih ihy licht levis cum down to me» 



The fleschoiir gweirii, be Godia woundii» 41 

G>me nevir sie beiff into their boundii^ 

Na £ittar muttoun cannot be. 
Vak, quod the feind» and tiü him xonndiiy 

Renunce yonr God, and come to nie. 



With thy fall mett com nnto me. 50 

Syne come^ and play a spring to me. 70 



The fische wyffis flett, and swore tbair meins, 81 

And to the feind gave flesch and banis, 
Sa did the hucicstaris haillUie. 



The conrt man did gryt aithis sueir. 
He wald serve Sathan for sevin yeir, 

For fair daithis and gold plentie. 
The Devill said, thir is sum for geir 

Wald renunce God and cum to me. 

To ban and sweir nane ttuid [in] a» 
Blan or woman, gryt or Rma, 

Riche or pure» nor the dairgie. 
The Deiril said, Then of eommoim la 

AU men sworn fblk man cum to me. 
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*' The former publisher [AUan Ramsay] haa retouched 
this poem in almoat every line. Instead of the Bimple 
bürden in the original» he has inserted many lively re- 
partees on the Deyil'8 part Sometimes he haa made 
him Bpealc against his own interest, as stanza 12, 

< Quoth Nick, thouH get far lew with me.' ** 

LoRD Hailbs also says, — ** It is remarkable that many 
of the oaths which feil under the lash of Dunbar's 
Satire» are actually recited in Act 16» Pari. 5» Queen 
Mary, anno 1551." This act narrates, that ** notwith- 
standing the oft and frequent preachings in detestatioun 
of the grevous and abominabill althis, sweiring, ezecra- 
tiounis, and blasphematioun of the name of God ; sweir- 
and in vane be bis precious blude, body, passioun, and 
woundis ; Devill stick» cummer» gor» roist» or ryf e thame ; 
and sie uthers ugsome aithis and execratiounis aganis 
the command of God»" were so prevalent among per- 
sons of all ranks» that it was thought expedient to in- 
flict certain penalties on the users of such oaths : In 
particular» it is proyided» that " ane Prelate of the Kirk» 
Erle» or Lord»" shall for the first o£fence be fined 12d. ; 
" ane Barrone» or beneficit man in dignit^ ecclesias- 
tick»" 4d. ; and so decreasing according to rank ; and 
^ wemen to be weyit and considderlt conforme to thair 
blude or estate of thair parteis that thay ar cuplit with." 

Mr Chalmers» in bis edition of Sir David Lyndsay's 
Works» says» ** The one half of conyersation in that age» 
both in England and in Scotiand» was made up by 
swearing ; " and he has gleaned a curious list of the 
oaths which occur in the Satyre of the Three Estates» 
vol. i. p. 360, note. This profane practice long prevail- 
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ed: See Acts of Pari.— James VL 1581, 108. Charles 
II. 1661, 19, 21, &c. Without enlargiog upon this sub- 
ject, it msLj be noticed that the General Assembly ap- 
pointed some of their number to confer with James VL, 
in May 1595,regarding various abuses that prevailed at 
Court : one was '* His Majestie is bhttii with bannmg 
and iweiring, quhilk is ower common in Courtiers also, 
&c."— (But'A ofthe Universal KirJu MS.) About the 
same time, the Presbyterj of Glasgow, August 23, 1597, 
** Ordeins that sum ordour be tane with the sweiraris 
and baneris within the toun and citie of Glasgu, and 
specialie on the Hie Streittis thairof ; and that the Mi- 
nisteris and Sessioun of Glasgu be dillgent to see ordour 
tane thairwith with ezpeditioun.''— (MS. Minutes.) 

Line 3. Aithea oferewalHe.] ** That is. In the words 
of the Statute just quoted, grievous oaths. In vulgär 
English, bloody is still used in a similar sense.''— 
Hailbs. 

Line 7. Ane preist sweirit braid,] " The scandalous 
oath here alluded to, as peculiar to the clergy, and to 
butchers, stanza 9, is much used in Grermany« The 
French also use it, but politely minced down, as is 
their practice in swearing." — ^Hailes. 

Line 13. Harfnes wes, S^c] ** t. «. Sorrows, who was, 
&c. This is particularly menttoned in the Statute."— 
Hailes. 

Line 17. His pairt of Kevin and hell] ** The former 
publisher has taken the trouble to make sense of this 
oath, by printing/or, instead of am/." — Hailes. 

Line 31. Ane sowttar said, 4*0.] " From this, and 
many other pasaages in Dunbar's poems, to be found in 
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the Evergreen^ il appean that he had a stränge anüpa- 
thy at thoemaken. The oaths which he appropriates 
to the shoemaken may not have so mach of the bon tan 
of infidelity as those of the churchmen and butchers. 
They are, howoTer, less exceptiionable» being no more 
than * ifackins ; ' and, * may I be hanged eise/ "— > 
Hailbs. 

Line 46 — 50.] ** This stanza is aimed at the extor- 
tion of malt-makers, who took a profit of six shiüingB 
on the boU of barley. This would be incrediblei were 
it not proTed by Act 29» Pari. 4, James V.» which limits 
their profit to two Shillings on the boIL'' — Hailbs. 

Lme 56 — 60.] These lines are not contained in Ban- 
natyne's MS., but are supplied from the other copies. 

Line 64. For toith that craft I can nocht thraip,] 
^ The sense of this line is obscure. I apprehend that 
it means, in demanding high or exorbitant prices for 
my work» I cannot ihreap, affirm, or persist, as other 
artificers do ; for every customer knows the just price 
of my work» consisting solely of horse*shoes and plough- 
irons. It is probable tliat throughout the country men 
were astricted or thirled to the smith's shop of ihe 
barony» as much as to the mill ; so that the complaint 
of the smith, conceming the small gains of his profes« 
sion, is to be considered as highly affected. Possibly 
thraip may be the same as ^Artve."«— Hailes. 

Line 6a] In this line the reading of IVIS. Maitl. has 
been foUowed. Bannatyne's has, " The Deviü said, 
Hardfy mot it be." 

Line 71. Ane dysour aaid,} ** In a dispute at play, 
a gamester swore, that he had ihrown three sixes with 
three dice. This is the highest throw known, except- 
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lüg that of St GhislaiD, wbo, playing agaiiiBt the Devil, 
threw sevens.** — Hailes. 

Line 76.] Lord Hailes printed this line, " Dl that 
ever I chaip," and in his note observed» that *' the MS^ 
instead of ill^ has God. The word chaip is uBed for 
escape. So that the sense is, * I will not desist from 
my vocation tili I be hanged.' "—Hailes. 

Line 86—90.] These lines are copied from Maitland 
and Reidpeth's MSS. instead of the following, with 
which the poem in Bannatyne's MS. concludes. 

Me thocht the Devülis als blak as pik, 
SoÜBsand wer, as beia thik, 

Ay tempand folk with wayis al^ ; 
Rownand to Robene and to Dik, 

Rennnce ihy God, and cum to me. 



THE DANCE OF THE SEVIN DEIDLY SYNNIS. 

•»Page 49. 

The IHSS. of Bannatyne, J^aitland, and Reidpeth, 
have preserred this very remarkable poem. In the 
second of these, a part is repeated, but in the last it 
is imperfect. The tezt is now given from a coUation 
of these several copies. Lord Hailes, who seldom 
yentures an opinion on the merits of any poem, on this 
occasion says, — ** The drawing of this picture is bold, 
the figures well grouped. I do not recollect ever to 
have Seen the Seven Deadly Sins painted by a more mas- 
terly pencil than that of Dunbar. His designs certainly 
excel the ezplanatory peacocks andserpents of Callot." 
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To thi6 may be subjoined the opinion of two other 
dlstinguished poetical critics. 

« Dunbar's Daunce haa yerjr g^eat merit in the comic 
atyle of painting. It exhibits a group of figures touched 
with the capricioufl but spirited pencil of Gallot On 
the eve of Lent, a general day of confession, the poet 
in a dream sees a displajr of heaven and hell« Mahomet, 
or the Devil, commanda a dance to be performed by a 
aelect party of fiends ; particularly by those who, in 
the other world» hadnever madeconfession to the priest, 
and had consequently never received absolution. Im- 
mediately the Seybn Deadlt Sins appear, and present 
a mask, or mummery, with the nenrest gambols juBt 
imported from France." — Warton. 

** Dunbar is a poet of a higher order. . . . His Dance 
of the Seven Deadly Sins through Hell, though it would 
be absurd to compare it with the beauty and refine- 
ment of the celebrated Ode on the Passions, has yet an 
animated picturesqueness not unlike that of CoUins. 
The effect of both pieces shows how much more potent 
allegorical figures become, by being made to fleet sud- 
denly bcfore the Imagination, than by being detained in 
its yiew by prolonged description. Dunbar coojures 
up the personified Sins, as Collins does the Passions, to 
rise, to strike, to disappear. They * come like shadows, 
so depart.'" — Campbell's Specimens of the British 
PoetSf Yol. ii. p. 68« 

Line 1. Off Februar thefyftene nicht^ " Heafter- 
wards mentions this to have been on the eve of Lent ; 
so that the precise date of this poem may be ascertain- 
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ed, viz. in tbat year of the reign of James TV^ or James 
V.y when Lent began ou the 16th February." — ^Hailbs. 

** Dunbar does not» as Lord Halles states^ mention 
the night of the 15th February to have been on the eve 
of Lent. His words seem to indicate that Fastems- 
even was the 16th of February, and not the ]5th. 
The pniy years between 1480 and 1540 in which Fas* 
terns-eyen feil on the 15th February, were 1485 and 
1491» both of which are too early to be assigned as the 
date. The only years in the same period in which 
Fastems-even feil on the 16th Febniary, were 1496, 
1507, and 1518. It therefore appears most probable 
that this poem was written either in 1496 or 1507 : I 
should prefer the last'' — MS. Note, J. Ghalmebs. 

Line 6. Mahoun.] See Note» page 286, to line 32 of 
preceding poem, *' The Birth of Antichrist." 

Line 7. Shrewis that wer never schrevin.] ** Accursed 
persons who had never made confession to the priest, 
nor of consequence obtained absolution." — Hailes. 

Line 8. Faetemis evin.] The evening preceding 
Lent. At the Scotish Court it appears to have been held 
as a joyous festival. In 1504-5, February 3, various en- 
tries occur in the Treasurer's books for long and short 
swords, Bpears, &c., ** for the barres, and for tumaying, 
at Fasteringis evin." There is the following curious 
notice of a Dance on that occasion, devised by P^ter 
the More, taubroner, one of the King's musicians : — 
*' Item, for xij cotis and xij pair hois, half Scottis blak, 
and half quhit, to xij dansaris, be the More Taubroneris 
devise,.agane Fasteringis evin, be the Kingis command, 
L.13, 28. lOd." 
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Line 10. Galiands ga graith a gyias,] ^ Gallants 
prepare a maak. The exhibitions of gysarts are still 
known in Scotland, being the aame with the Christmas 
mommery of the English. In Scotland, even tili the 
beginning of this Century, maskers were admitted into 
any fashionable family, if the person who introduced 
them was known» and became answerable for th^ be- 
haTiour of bis companions. Dancing with the maskers 
ensued. Thii^ I suppose, was the pramUcuous dancing, 
the sobject of many a sad declamation, borrowed from 
Prjmne and other writers of that sort" — Hailes. 

Line 11. Gamountis.] " Gambade, crurum jactatio, 
of the newest French fashion." — Hailes. ** In the 
Memoir conceming the progress of the Princess Mar- 
garet into Scotland, we have the foUowing passage :— 
* The Lord of Northumberland made his devoir, at the 
departynge, of gambades and lepps, [leapsj as did like- 
wise the Lord Scrope the father, and many others that 
returned agayne, in taking their con^c«.'"— Warton. 

Line 12. A8 varlotlis dois in France,] This is the 
reading of Maitland's MS. ; in Bannatyne's it is : The 
last come out of France. 

Lines 13—18.] These lines in the different MSS. 
are made to follow the next stanza, or line SO, and have 
been hitherto so printed. As they are evidently mis- 
placed, I have ventured to transpose them ; and it 
is not less certain that one-half of the stanza has been 
lost. The lines are descriptive of the characters gene- 
rally who make their appearanc^ on Mahoun's calling 
for a * Dance of Shrewis' at this festival; and not of the 
attendants upon Pryde, who takes precedence in be- 

1 
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ginniDg the Dance. Bat whether the lines wantlng 
may have formed the first, or the last half of the stanza» 
is doubtful. 

Line 13. Heillie Harlottis on Iiawtane wyiss,] ** Thia 
IS a hold line» if it impliesy as I thiuk it does, * Holie 
whores in baughty guise.'-" — ELliles. Heillie har" 
lottis means proud, or haughty harlots: the epithet 
harlot was applied indiscriminately by early writers to 
persons of either sex. 

Line 18. BUtk-belly and Bawey^Brown.'] ''Populär 
names of certain spirits. Bawsy'Brown seems to be 
the English Robin Goodfellow, known in Scotland by 
the name of Broumie, In [Bannatyne's] MS., p. 104» 
among other spirits there occurs, 

Browoy als tliat can piay Icow 

Behind the claitli with mony mow.** — Hailes. 

# 

Line 20. With that thefowll Sbvin Deioly Sinnis.] 
It perhaps was not unusual in the early pageanta to re- 
present such personations ; although I cannot refer to 
any instance of a very ancient date. Hawkins expresses 
bis surprise that the people of Italy should still be fond 
of seeing the Seven Deadly Sins dance a saraband with 
the Evil Spirit ( Origin of the English Drama^ Pref. 
p. vi.) And in the stränge mixture of characters at 
Heidelberg, who formed a procession in the Enter- 
tainments of Frederick Count Palatine and the Princess 
Elizabeth, in 1613, we are informed, ^ After all these 
came in the Seaven Deadly Sinnes, all of them chain- 
ed, and driven forward by a dragon, who continually 
spet fire." (Nichols' Prog, of K. JameSf vol. ii. p. 618.) 

Such an exhibition may haye been suggested by 

VOL. II. R 
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Spemei^s * ProceMion of the Detdly SinB * from the Pa- 
laoe of Pride. He represento Pride aa the lady of the 
Palace, whom he compares to Aurora, as she comea 
forth riding in ' her coach/ drawn by 

— — — — ** liz tuiequall beaati» 
On whioh her nx sage Counielloun did ryde." 

His descrlption is painted with a masterly hand» the 
charaetera described being Idlenessey habited lilce a 
monlc, riding upon a slouthful ass, Gluttony on a filtby 
flwine, Lechery upon a bearded goat, Avarice upon a 
camel loaden with gold, Envye upon a ra?enou8 wolf, 
and Wrath upon a lion. 

And after all, upon the wagan beame 
Rode Sathaiif with a amartiiig wbip in band, 
With whiAi he forward hwht the huene teme. 
So oft M Slowth still in the mire did ttand. 

Faeru Queene, Bocke i. canto iv. 

Line 22. Andßrat ofaü in dance wes Pryd] ** Pride 
properly takea place of all tlie other deadly eins. Bjf 
that sin feil the angels^-^He is described in the cere- 
mony-habit of those times, in bis bonnet and gown, his 
hair loosely thrown back, his cap awry; his kethat, 
easaque, or gown, industrieusly made to fall down to 
his feet in ample folds."— Hailes. 

Line 28. Mtmy jproud trumpour.] *^ I know no word 
in English that approaches so nearly to the sense of this 
as the vulgär one, rattle^scutt. In the Low Dutch, tromp 
is a ratüe ; trompen, to rattle. It is more immediately 
derived from the French, trompeur^ when understood 
as that whereby one is deceived ; for the context will 
not admit of our understanding it in the sense of an 
active cheat"— *Haile8. Tyrwhitt, in a note upon line 
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3678 of the Knighles lUe, The Trompmcru yriih the 
Umd mhuträkte^ whioh he e^laii», the TrumpeUtMy 
eays, «If the learned Editor of J»eieiU SeatHih Poem 
had f ound thiB word in tbis seiise in his copy of Chnii- 
ceTyhe would not, I apprehend, have looked any fartfaer 
for an ezplanation of it In The Dancey by Donbar." 
The word« howerer, no doubt meana deeeiver; and in 
thia aense it occora in the poem on Discretion in Giving» 
(p. 109,) Sum gevi» io trumpourie and to schrewie. 

Line 31. Then Yre eame in, 4«*] Dr Drake quotea 
tfaese two lines aa an inatance, that ^ In depieting tiie 
pasaions or fienda who form the dramaiis pereonm in 
the Daunce, the poet has introduced seyeral featurea of 
mingled sublimity and terror, not unworthy even of the 
genius of Sliaicspeare.'* 

Line 82. Hi$ hand wes ay upcn hie hnigfe^ So Spenter, 
*' And on his dagger still his band he hdd, 
Trembling tfarough batly nge.** 

Line 94. Boetaris, hraggarie, and barganerie.] Thia 
line Lord Hailes ezplaina aa ** HufFere, (or threatenen,) 
boastera, and they who pick quarrels:'* literally it 
means, Boasters, braggen, and quarrellera. 

Line 86. AU bodin in feir ofweir.] ** Literally, all 
arrayed in feature of war. BoiHn «ad feir ofweir, are 
both in the statute-book. Sir David Lindesay thua 
apeaks of the State of Scothind during the minority of 
James V., p. 202»— 

Oppression did sa loud bis bngil blaw, 
Tbat nane dunt ride but into feir of weir. 

t. e. Hia hom so Itmdlf did opprciinn hiem, 

That nooe dunt jouniey bat ia martial ahow.**— ÜAiua. 
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Line 87. JGi jakkü, saypis, and bonnetU of steiü.] 
With shoit coats of mail, and Bteel head^pieces. Lord 
Halles printed 9trypis for Bcrypts^ wbich he says may 
mean stirrup« : if so, it is oddljr joined with armour. 

Line 38. Thair ieggis wer chenyxet to the heill.] 
Their 1^ were all covered down to the heel with chain« 
armour, or iron net-work. 

Line 50.] AndbakrbyUarUofsindryracU, — MS. Maid. 

Line 62. And rawnaris offaU iesingis,] ** Rounden 
or whisperers of falsa injurious reports. Dunbar» with 
a generous Indignation, laments that the gates of princes 
were not shut against the plague of such vermin." — 
Haxlbs« 

Line 60. AU with that Warlo went.] *' Warloch is 
still used for a male witch or magician. See Lye in his 
additions to Junius. Voc Wartochhud-pyke^ was used 
in that age for a miser.*' — Hailes. 

Line 62. A ftidder.] Lord Hailes says, '* It is pro- 
perly 128 Ib. weigbt, but here it is used for any inde- 
finite great quantlty/' See Fother in Glossary to Lynd- 
say's Works, by Mr Chalmers. 

Line 65. FeifndUfiüd thame new up to the throt^ with 
^old] This mode of punishment may remind the reader 
of some noble lines of Ford, the dramatist, where the 
Friar awakens the consdence of Annabella to her guilt, 
by telling her ofthat place ** where day is never seen :*' — 

in this place 

Dwell many thousand thousand aundry sorts 
Of never-dying deaths ; there damned aouls 
Roar withoat pity ; there are gluttoiu fed 
With toada and adders ; there is buming oil 
Poar*d down the drunkard's throat ; the uturer 
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Itforetd to mqt whoU drtmghU ofmoUen gtid; 
There it the murderer for ever stabb'd, • 
Yet can he neyer die ; there liet the wanton 
On raeks of buming sted) whiltt in his WMil 
He feek the tonnent of his raging Ittst, &c. 

Line 70. Mony aweir bumbard beily-huddroun,] 
Sweir^ Iszy, sluggish. In modern language, the con* 
sequence only is used; for sweir means unwilling. 
Bumbard : The meaning of this word is to be found 
in Pierce Ploughman, p. 24» p. 3, quoted by Skinner. 
* And who so bummed thereof, bought it thereaf ter, a 
gallon for a grote/ Slcinner says, ' \ldetur ex conteztu» 
quicunque eam cereTisiam gustant, vel quicunque eam 
appetiit seu concupivit.' Hence bummard, bumbard, 
bumpardy must be a trier or a taster, * Celui qui goute«' 
A drammer will be found to have a like signification ; 
he who drinks often in small quantities. < Beily-hud» 
droun* The word huddroun is still used for * a slovenly 
disorderly person.' " — Hailes. 

Line 71. Mony slute daw, and tUpy duddroun,] 
" Slute, slewth, slothfuL Daw, idle, useless, creature. 
G. Douglas says, Prol. to Maphseus's Suppl. p. 452, 1. 23, 
I wyl not be ane daw^ I wyl not deip.**— Hailis. 

** Duddroun means a slut, a drab, a lazy wench ; 
and the previous line, Many a lazy tun-bellied sloven.*' 
— MS» Note, J. Chalmers. 

Line 72. Hirn servit ay with sounyie.] ** Attended on 
him with care."— Hailes. 

Line 78. Quicker ofcounye.] ** Quicker of cunning 
or apprehension, or, perhaps, quicker of coin, of circu- 
lation or course. The law of the measure which Dun- 
bar uses, required that the dd, 6th, 9th, and ]2th lines 
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of each stansa should rh jme logether. Thia has fetter- 
ed the poet» and obliged him to use Beveral ezpreasiona, 
not becauae they were the aptest, but becauae iheyan- 
awered the meaaure beat.*' — Hailbs. 

Line 80. Berand lyk a bagit hone.'] ** Neighing like 
a Btone horae. The meaning of the Fr. baguette ia well 
known." — Hailes. 

Line 81.] Sic Igthenes did him leid, MS. MaitL 

Line 83. Tramort] A dead body, in a State of coiv 
ruption. Dunbar again uaes it : aee page 249^ line 20, 
of thia Tolume. 

Line 87, &c.] The latter part of thia atanza ia aup- 
plied from Maitland'a MS., which correaponda with 
Reidpeth'a. The linea are aufficiently coarae, and differ 
in a few worda from Bannatyne'a copy ; t3z. line 87. 
Lihe turkase bimand reid, Line 88. AÜ led thay ; and 
line 89. fyckiL Lord Hdlea explaina the line, Lyk 
turhas, &c., *' Like red-hot pincera." Their facea glow- 
ing like buming torchea, ae given in the text, ia more 
likely to haye been the author'a expreaaion. The other 
linea may be allowed to atand without explanation. 

Line 97. Fullmonyawaistleeewally'drag.] ** Waüy- 
dragle ia a word still used for the weakest bird in the 
nest, or the weakeat chicken in the floek. It aeems 
corrupted from wfdUnoit dreg, a withered outcaat^ and 
thence, by an easy metonymy, aignifies any thlng use- 
less or unprofitable."— Hailes. *' Potius drochil, q, e. 
diminutive of Droch, a pigmy, and is still used. We 
say a drochil of a body, meaning a person of diminutive 
size." — MS. Note by the lote D. Macpherson. The 
reader may conault Dr Jamieson's Dicüonary, v. Waüy" 
drag, for a still more elaborate definition of the term. 
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Line 102.] Liord Uailes printed this line as in Ban- 
iiatyne*8 MS., Thair loveray wes no Um ; which he ex- 
plained^ '* Their deaire was not diminished; their thint 
was insatiable." Leveray occurs in Maitland*» MS., 
and may be the proper reading, tue. The fiends gave 
these drunkards hot lead to drink, for such «ras their 
hveray, or reward« 

Line 103.] Presuming that the first half of this stanza 
has been lost^ I hatre inserted polnts to mark the hiatu»* 
All the MSS.y indeed, correspond in giving only siz 
lines to this as well as to the second stanza; but this» 
I apprehendy rather denotes that these copies were 
originally derived from one common source» tban that 
the author, whose skill and facility of versification is 
dispUyed so strikingly in this identical poem, should 
haye left it unfinished. 

Lioe 104.] " Glee'fnen, or minstrels. See Percy's 
Dissert. on Minstrels, wherein many curious illustre« 
tions of British antiquities are to be found."— Hailes, 

Line 108. And enterit be breif of rieht] ** Was ad« 
mitted to the possession of his inheritance in Hell by 
the Breve de recto** — Hailes. 

Line 109, &c.] ** This whole stanza is employed in 
satirizing the Highlanders. Dunbar was a Lothian 
man, bom in a Saxon country. The antipathy which 
the Scottish Saxons bore at the Highlanders in former 

times, is almost incredible I believe the 

enmity of the Highlandefs was no less rancorous. 
Happily those wretched, narrow^minded, and infinitely 
fatal animositiesy are no more, in that part of the United 
Kingdoms called Scotland." — Hailbs. 
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Line 110. Makfa(fyane.] *' Mahoun having express- 
ed his desire to eee an Highland pageant, a fiend hasted' 
to fetch Macfadyane, I auppose this name was chosen 
by the poet as one of the harshest that occurred to faim.'* 
— Hailes. 

Line 112, Be he the Correnoch had done schouL] 
" As soon as he had made the cry of distress, or what 
in old French is calied ä Vaide. So in the ballad of the 
battle of Harlaw: * Cryand the Corynoch on hie.' 
The glossary subjoined to the Evergreen says/ that it 
means a Highland tune ; that is, it may be either a strain 
of Tictory or a dirge." — Hailes. For Corenoch, see 
note in Chalmers' Caledonia, vol. i. p. 461 ; and Jamie- 
son's Dict sub voce. 

Line 115. Thae tarmegantU.] " See an account of 
the Word termagant in Lye's edition of Junius. That 
artide, however, might have been more ample. I sus- 
pect that Dunbar meant another word than termagant, 
or, * heathenish crew.' There is a species of wild-fowl 
well knowu in the Highlands of Scotland, which our 
Statute-book calls termigant, Dunbar may have likened 
the Highlanders to a flock of their country birds; the 
context favours this Interpretation, and thus his illiberal 
raillery will be like that of Essex calves, Hampshire 
hogs, Middlesex mungrils, Norfolk dumplings. Welch 
goats, &c., and his wit will be upon a footing with that 
of Cleveland. 

when the Scots deoease, 

HeU, like their nation, feeds on barnaeles : 

A Scot, when from the gallowg-tree got looae, 

Falls into Styx, and tiinu a soland goose." — Hailes. 
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THE JUSTIS BETWIX THE TAILYEOUR AND 
THE SOWTER.— Page 54. 

It was thought proper to place this satiiical poem 
immediately after ** The Daunce ;" not only on account 
of its belog written in the same peculiar construction 
of stanza, but aa the first line of it evidently denotea 
tbat it was intended as a sequel to that more striiciDg 
Performance. It is contained in the Bf SS. of Asloane* 
Bannatyne, and Maidand. In the latter it is introduced 
with the first and last stanzas of ** The Daunce.*' Ram- 
say, with his usual inaccuracy» inserted thIs poem in 
the Evergreen ; and Pinkerton, in his iist of Contents 
of Maitland 8 MS., says, '* No Tariations shall be given, 
as the flames alone can cleanse the filth of this poem. 
But such were the Standing jokes of the time. Sir 
Thomas More has his epigrams. De ventris crepitu** 
There is so much broad humour displayed in Dunbar s 
< Justis,' or Tournament, that we may regret the sub- 
ject should be so very offensive. 

For similar specimens, of the knighüy encounters in 
the lists having been tumed into ridicule by persons in 
the lower ranks of life, see the poem written by Sir 
David Lyndsay, in 1588, (Works, by Chalmers, vol. ii. 
p. 190,) and one by Alexander Scott, about 1560, (Poems, 
edit. 1821, 8vo, p. 17.) It is not improbable that Dun- 
bar may have had some personal allusions in this 
mock-poem, as among the numerous entries in the 
Treasurer's accounts regarding toumaments, and just- 
log In the barres, or barriers, is the followlng:^1502. 
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October 24, " Item, to the Heraldis for thair composi- 
tioun of the eschet of the barres, guAen Christo/er 
Taüzaur faucht, L.6, 138. 4d." 

Line 1.] Syne tili a Tumamentfast thai tryit, is the 
reading oC Maiüand*« MS.— Other variations in the MS. 
copiea may be bere poioted out Line 5. Hobbill'Chuttar. 
11. Cat'knapparis, or dayth^clipparis. 17. Quhül the 
Greik^e. 19. The Tailyour. 22. ilfaAotin comefarth. 
25. Be maid ane hecht, 27. Strang ae maet. d2. Wes 
ßiU dum. 36. He leit off. 40. Wirlot, 43. Wae of. 
50. Wamlyng. 51. Seantlie he myeht, 54. Deillabit. 
62. EffeirUlye. 65. Thay micht weiU ken be thair 
fffeirie. 73. Hie hamae. 75. Start with, 78. And he, 
79. Mahoun eechewit. 81. So eteme he wae, 84. £vin 
quyte fra, 85. LowHt it äff, 66. He etrah to erd — he 
Mewe to erd, 89. Lay bayth in sujom — wes laid in ewoun, 
94. Harlottie ay — harhttie bayth, 95. Nor ony — than 
ony, 101. To my hart it wrocht, 104. To put this in. 
106. For thie eaid Justing it befell. 



AMENDIS TO THE TAILYEOURIS AND 
SOWTARIS.— Page 59. 

This " Amendis," or Peace-offermg for the offence 
given hy the precediDg poem, is contained both in Ban- 
natyne and Maitland's MSS. In ihe former it is enti- 
tled, ** Followis the Amendis maid be him [Dunbar] to 
the 'felyouris and Sowtaris for the Tumament maid 
on thame." In the latter it has this colophon, ** Quod 
Dunbar quhaae be drank to the Dekynnis for amendis 
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to the bodeU [memben] of thair craftis.'* Allan Ram- 
•ay, who could suffer do opportunity of the kind to 
IM8B without a joke» iotroducet it with tfaese linea« 
** F0II0W8 ane 

Amendfl made to tlie forsaid 
Kniclits of tbe Birt and Thumble ; 
In caae bis joice aliould tliem prorok 
Owr sair to gim and gmmble.** 

The Bubject of thls and the preceding poem leads to 
the remark, that the old Scotish poets seem to have had 
an especial antipathy to the two professioni of tailor 
and shoemaker. Ramsay, who delighted in such sps- 
cimens of coaree humour, published in the Evergreen, 
ToL i. p. 118—122, parte of the '' Flyting betuix the 
Soutar and the Tailyour," by Stewart, one of the poets 
who flourished in the reign of James the Flfth. The 
following quatrain, hitherto unprinted, may serve as a 
specimen of this coarse invective. *^ The Soutar, in- 
veyand aganis the Talyour, sayis : — 

Qahan I com« hj yone Telyeouria stall, 

I saw ane louis creipand np bis wall ; 

Saap, qnotb the Telyeour, Snap, quotb tbe Sebeiria, 

GoUua lownis ! qnotb tbe looia, I baif lost myne eirii.'* 



THE TWA MARIIT WEHEN AND THE WEDO. 

*-Page 61. 

This poem, in a printed form, but unfortunately im- 
perfect at the commencement, forms part of a singular 
volume of tracts preserved in the Advocates* Library, 
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which IsBucd from the preM of Walter Chepman and 
Andro MyMar, at Edinburgh, in tbe year 1.508. Previous 
to the discovery of tbat original edition,it was known ta 
exist only in Sir Richard Maitland's MS., from which 
it was firstpubliahed by Pinkerton, in 1786 ; but owing 
to the difficulty of deciphering the MS., bis transcript 
contained many inaccurate readings. Tlie text is now 
given from the old printed copy, supplying the first 103 
lines, which are wanting, from the MS., which also has 
fumisfaed occasional corrections throughout the poem. 
Chepman's copy, indeed, is printed in such a careless 
and inaccurate manner, that we may presume the sheets 
were not revised by the author. One peculiarity of 
printing which has not been retained, is the use of et, 
instead of the English conjunctive participle and. 

In Maitland's MS., the poem is thus inscribed:— 
** Ueir beginis the tretis of the Twa Mariit Wemen and 
the Wedo, compylit be Maister William Dunbar." The 
following rubricks occur in the MS. At line 41 . ** Audi 
viduam, jam cum interrogatione sua." Line 49. <* Re- 
sponsio primse uxoris ad viduam." Line 89. *' Audi 
ut dicet de viro suo." Line 150. ^ Hie bibent, et inde 
vidua interrogat alteram mulierem ; et illa respondet 
ut sequitur." Line 245. ** Nunc bibent, et inde primse 
dominse interrogant viduam ; et de sua responsione, et 
quomodo erat" 

Dunbar's tale appears to have been first noticed by 
Dr Pergy in bis Reliques ; where he quotes a few lines 
as a specimen of the versification, and says, ** The 
author pretends to overbear three gossips sitting in 
an arbour, and revealing all their secret methods of 
alluring and governing the other sex : it is a severe and 
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humorous eatire qn bad women, and noüilng inferior 
to Ghaucer*s Proiogue to hie Wife of Bathe's Tale." 
(Edit 1794, vol. ii. p. 287.) 

*' Tbisy" sajrsPiNKERTON, ** is one of tfae most curioua 
and Singular remains of ancient Scotish poetrj. It pre- 
aento Dunbar in quite a new light, and as the rival of 
Chaucer in bis cbief walk. Tbe verse approaebea near 
to the Greek and Latin beroic measure» and is the 
earliest» if not onl y example» of blank verse in the Scot- 
ish language, But Dunbar haa no daim to the inven- 
tiott. The verse originally belonged to the Gothic and 
Saxon poet8,as may be leamed fromDr Percy's Remarks 
on the Metre of Pierce Plowman's Yisions. The ori- 
ginal rule of it was» that three words in every line should 
begin with one letter; and these initial letters were 
styled literiB canonB, as Olaus Wormius teils us : the 
whole vowels were esteemed equal in power» and pro- 
vided that three words at proper distances began with 
a vowely the rule was observed. But the vowels are 
seldom, if ever, admitted to this honour by the EngÜsh 
writers» or by Dunbar." 

Mr Pinkerton in his notes has also a great deal more 
regarding the use of these litercB canora, which need 
not be quoted» as the subject of alliterative verse has 
not only occupied the attention of Percy and Warton, 
but has more recently attracted the notice of sevenü 
leamed writers ; and, in particular, has been ably illus- 
trated by Dr Whittaker, in his splendid and elaborate 
publication of <' The Vision of William conceming 
Peirs Plowman, ascribed to Robert Langland," Lon- 
don, 1813, 4to; and by the late Professor Conybeare, 
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and hk brotfaer, the Rev. W. D. Conybeare, in their 
volume of ** lUuttration« of Anglo-Sazon Poetry/' 
London, 1826, 8to. 

Some Hnes necr Ihe end of Ilimbar's poem [lines 
512—522,] are quoted in the last-mentioned work, 
the Editor dividing them at the cssural pause, and 
printing the alliterative conaonants or vowels in antique 
lettera. A short specimen, in a aimilar form, will render 
the peculiar conatruction of this kind of yene more in- 
telligible ; and it may be questioned, whether, in print- 
ing the tezt of the poem, the hemistichial form Bhould 
not have been adopted. The foiiowing are the first aiz 
lines so divided : — 

Apon tbe BEidBoBier erin, 

Bumest of mclitu, 
I BSnTit fbrth allane, 

ITeir as MidlVicht wes past, 
Besyde ane Gktdlie CIrene Otirth, 

Füll of Gay flonris, 
HeOeit of ane HuOe Sieht 

With Hawtbome treii : 
Quhairon ane Bird, on ane Branache, 

So Bint out hir notis, 
That never ane BiythfoUer Bird 

Waa on the Beoehe harde. 

1fr Gonybeare haa noticed that Dunbar frequently 
extenda the alliteraUon through two lines, instead of 
one. It would be difficult to meet with a more com- 
plete specimen of such alliteration than is presented in 
the lines which Mr Gonybeare quotes ; of which linea 
515to518foUow:— 
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Silver SCHovrii douae SCHuke 

At the SCHene crittaU« 
And birdia SCHoutit in SCKaw 

With thair SCHUl notu ; 
The Gkldin Olntterand Olcme 

So Oliadit tbair hertis, 
Thai maid a Gliorious Glae 

Amang the Grene bewis. 

** Dunbar't tale presents us with a lively though in- 
delicate picture of ancient manners« Bishop Percj 
considers it as equal to one of the most humorous pro- 
ducüons of Chaucer. The peculiarity of the metre has 
compelied the poet to adopt many uncouth terms; but 
his accuracy of Observation and strength of descripüon 
shine through the cloud of obsolete language in which 
they are involved. He has characterised the three dis- 
solute females with admirable powers of description. 
Nor is the Charge of immorality to be urged against 
him. He has exhibited these characters» not as pat- 
terns of imitation, but as objects of infamy. In order, 
however, to effect this purpose, it was necessary to 
attempt a complete developeraent of their System of 
conduct : and if in the prosecution of his design he is 
sometimes found to overstep the bounds of propriety, 
we must recollect the indelicate complexion of the age 
in which he lived."— •Irting's Lives of the Scotish 
Poets, Yol. i. p. 415. 

Were we to judge from this poem, the ladies of Dun- 
bar's time must have been sadly given to intemperance ; 
BBf at every pause in the conversation» the rieh wines are 
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quaffed with a relish that shows it was no uDusual in« 
dulgence. But perhaps the poet thought it proper to 
represent theee gossips carouBing deep\y, in order to 
have the less reserve in narrating their adventures. A 
Bomewhat similar vein of faumour, but kept within 
Btricter bounds, occurB in a poem attributed to Samuel 
RowlandB, entitled, ** 'Tis Merry when GosBips meet" 
London, 1609, and reprinted in 1818, 8vo. 

Mr Pinkerton, in bis preliminary note uponihiB poem, 
haB likewiBe favoured bis reader with Bome general re- 
markB, BuggeBted by the poem itself, which may be left 
without quotaüon, as I am not very anxious to Bettle 
the diBtinction which he labourB to point out as exiBt* 
ing between ohscenitas and impudicUia, Objectionable 
as thiB poem unqueBtionably Ib for free language and 
deBcription, yet for knowledge of life, and Bpirited de- 
lineation of character, it Ib a moBt Btriking Perform- 
ance ; and the opening HneB present a landBcape Bcene 
enriehed with figureB worthy of the pencil of RubenB. 
Excepting for the eeriouB objection ariBing from the 
indelicate uature of the poem, we night have wiBhed 
either that it had been written in a Iobb obscure and 
-antiquated dialect, or that Dryden or Pope had trauB- 
fused itB Bpirit into Englisfa TerBe. The Btate of man- 
ners at an early time, may offer a much better apology 
for our author, than all Mr Pinkerton'B commenda- 
tiouB '* of that Btyle of writing," which was Banctioned, 
he teils US, by some of " the politest authors*' of 
Greece and Rome, as well as of modern times. The 
poem is evidently an early composition, and it ib no 
leBB certain that Dunbar in writing it must have had in 
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his eye the similar descriptions, and endeavoured to 
Imitate the vein of pleasantry tbat runa through Chau- 
cer*B Prologue to the Wife of Bathe's Tale* 

Line 1. Midsummer even,] ** This seems to ha?e 
been a favourite period with our earljr poets; of wbich 
an immortal proof remains in the Midsummer liight's 
Dream." — Pinkerton. 

Line 4. Hawihorne treeU,] ** Compare the descrip- 
tion of a garden in that curioua poem of James L» the 
King*8 Quair, published by Mr Tytler, p. 74, 75. — 
* And hawthom hegis knet.* " — Pinkbrton. 

Line 9, Dirkin efter myrthis.] ** Perhaps the dirkin 
fihould be hirkin ; that is, the phrase will mean to listen 
for entertainment ; but I rather think the meaning is 
to dirkin, to hide myself in obscurity, after a merry 
day." — PtNKERTON. ** It may signify," says Dr Jamie- 
soN, ** clandestinely to %eek diversion." 

Line 10. Dew donkit] ** Donkit is moistened, and 
we still say dank. * Donkedde toyth dewe' — (Sege of 
Jerusalem.) ' The dew now donkis the roses redolent,* 
(Lyndsay's Monarchy, close.)" — Pinkerton. 

Line 11. Hol^n.] '* The holly was, and isnow, very 
frequent in Scotland, where it grows to great size in 
the woodfl. 

The park tliai tuk, Wallace a place ha» seyii) 

Off gret hollyns, that grew baith heych and greyn. 

JLife of Wallace, b. zii.** — Pinke&ton. 

Line 17.] *<Dunbar's description of the persons of 
these ladies is wonderfully luzuriant The grass shining 
with the golden radiance of their yellow hair, is highly 
poetical. Golden hair was the favourite both of classic 
and romantic times, aa every oneknows.*' — Pinkertoi». 

VOL. II. s 
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In the Bame note» Mr Pinkerton notices some similar 
descriptions to this by Dunbar» of ladies and their dreBs, 
from early writersy but the want of space precludes in 
a great measure the Insertion of such extracts, unless 
when strictly illu8trati?e of the text 

Line 80. Arrayit ryaUie, ffc] This passage is some« 
what obscure, not as to the meaning of the words, for 
wardour certainly signifies verdure^ but whether the 
description is meant to apply to the ladies, or to the 
arbour in which they are seated« The lines very possi- 
bly have been transposed. 

Line 36. Wlankes.] This word, which puzzled Pin« 
kerton, as an adj. usually signifies richness or spien- 
dour of attire, and the expression " wlonkest in toedys " 
oceurs frequently in old metrical romances. (See Ja- 
mieson's Dict sub voce.) Here, and in other parts of 
this poem, it is used as a neun subst, to designate the 
persons of the three ladies. 

Line 49. Ane lufly.] In the MS. luaty. " That is, 
an amiable lady, as we say a fair^ or the fair** — Pin- 
kerton. Dunbar, however, never would use the word 
lusty twice in one line ; and Ivßy has been substituted. 

Line 60. Na bemis.] '* That is, tkan men, Barne, 
or öeme, at first was an appeliation of honour, as im«- 
plying a man of capacity ; whence Baro and Bixron : 
next, it meant simply a man, as here ; and now in Scotish 
and North-English, a child: Such is the progression of 
words. Holophernes is, in a poem in this Tolume, 
styled a btuteaus beme, ihat is, a boisteroua man" — 
Pinkerton. 

Line 71. At playis, and at preichingis,] ** It has 
been urged> as the sole argument against the antiquity 
of that fine bailad, < The Flowers of the Forest»' that 
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preicfaingB were unknown tili the Reformation. See 
Cliaucer^s Wife of Bath's Prologue, and the Second 
Merchant's Tale, ascribed to him. See the noted ser« 
mons printed about 1490, of Oliver Mailard» a preacher 

of faemmlDg memorj, ridiculed hj Rabelais 

PreachiDg was the office of the secular clergy, and was 
never once discontinued." — Pinkebton. Notwith- 
Btanding this» the bailad referred to is a modern compo- 
Bition.— See Scott'b MinstreUy ofthe Scottish Border» 

Line 88. Flour burgeaunJ] *' Burgyn^ or burryn^ as 
trees ; Germino. (Prompt. Parv.) Tbough the mean« 
log of burgeoun be thus clear, namely, to bud, yet that 
of the line is not very apparent. Perhaps it is, ' For 
though he displayed but the flour of youth» yet I should 
rather gather fruit of him.' "—Pinkerton. 

Line 89.] ** The old Scotish language was extremely 
rieh in opprobrious epithets, as we may leam from the 
FlytiDg of Dunbar and Kennedy ; and we have a toler- 
able sample here> not to mention Dunbar's Complaint, 
which see in thisvolume, [Tol.i.p. 142.]"— Pinkerton. 

Line 95. As birss, Sfc] That is, Bays Pinkerton, bis 
beard is as BtiiF as the bristles of a iierce boar. On the 
subseq^ent lines he adds : " Many words in this page 
are obscure, or lost ; and some I do not wieh to explain." 

Lines 142—145.] These lines are illegible in IMEait- 
land's MS., and were omitted by its former editor. 

Line 243. Thai swan^qvLhyt of hetoU,"] '* Another fami- 
liär term for ladies in oldromances : Forthy dede ü that 
white as swatme (La Morte Arthur). There is a deal of 
art in the opening of the Widow's story. It is highly 
in character. One is led to expeet a sermon, but de* 
sinit in piscem" — Pinkerton. 

Line 273.] Hatit him lihe a hundy is equivalent to 
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the LAtin canepefus et emgue, ... In the next line, / 
jfert the carill/on, is, I made him look foolish : fonerit in 
old Englishy is did mähe foolish. In line 276, a bükhy 
in my cheih, means, I Buppose, that ehe thrust her 
^ngue in her cheek at him, behind his back. Bier hie 
tUd iy is used in the same sense in old romances, * Hak 
Bebe gan hjrr fadyr's yghe blere,* (Octovyan.) Dises, 
line 281, is simply disturbance, uneasiness, in its primi- 
tive meaning as negative of ease." — Pinkerton. 

Line 287.» To goif it gladit me.] The meaning is, it 
gave me delight to stare on htm, and not as Pinkerton 
explained the words, it r^'oiced me even tofrenzy. To 
go^, or govCf occurs again in the same sense, at line 
893. Thus also, at line 5 of ' Bewty and the Presoneir»' 
▼ol. i. p. 22, " I govit on that gudliest" 

Line 805. Within perfit eild,] *' This line implies 
that she was perfectly an old woman, as a lady might 
yet Word it; but it appears from the whole of the tale, 
that she does not mean literally, but that she was forty 
years old or so. Perhaps she speaks ironically. A very 
old woman would hardly be so much courted, or in 
the methods mentioned towards the close. Her re- 
ference to the curate implies irony. The curate, she 
would say, was so impertinent as to teil me I was get- 
ting old to induce me to reform. Her praises of him 
enforce the suspicion of irony in the whole passage." 

— PiNKERTON. 

Line 888. His burroW'landis,] *^ A land is still 
Scotish for a house. As biggings are also mentioned, 
perhaps borow'-landis may be burgage-fields, or estate." 
— ^PiNKERTON. It may be mortgage lands, or perhaps 
only houses within the town or burgh. 
. Line 855. The eappil that the ereilte,] A poor cart- 
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hone. ' With (hat ane Cadgeourwith capil and creilü, 
Came carpingforth* — (Heniyson'B Fables, p. 66.) 

Line 410. Doüin m erd.^ ** Is from tbe eame root 
as delved, burUd in earth. Gravyn or dolvyn ; Foesus, 
(Prompt. Parv.)" — Pinkbrton. 

Line 465.] The sense of this line is not quite ob- 
▼ious. Pinkerton supposed that the meaning was, 
Hooted be she, who, though an hundred tfears oldy and 
that a line was wanting, which he thus supplied : 

That is culd to Venus warkis and to sweet pleasure. 

Line 469. Semelyar sege.] ** Sege is man. ' Segger, 
Isl. Ex humili statu in magnos evasi milites; et per syn. 
•virt.' (Jonee Gram. Isl.) * I have seen segges, quoth 
he, in the city of London/ (Piers Plowman.) In this 
page of Dunbar's tale is a curious description of a 
route of the Fifteenth Century.'* — Pinkerton. 

Line 494; Far but] That is, far tcithout, or in the 
outer apartment 

Line 499. LyreJ] ** Is common in old English ro- 
mances for skin^ but originally means flesh, * Her 
legre light ßhone* (Launfal.) That is, her skin shone 

bright." — ^PlNKBBTON. 



THE TWTA CUMMERIS.— Pi^ 81. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maidand, and Reidpeth. — Pin- 
kerton says of this poem, ** This is a curious picture 
from the life, in the style of Fiemish paintings." The 
present text is from Bannatyne's MS. As the other 
copies diSer in a number of minute particulars, some 
of these variations may be here notieed :— Line 1. Airlie 
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on als Wedmsday. 2. At the wine* 4« Sichand OMd 
Mcmpand, 6. Buyde the firt^ quhair thitt scho sat 9. 
Sayand aptcummer, 11. Fair gentiii cummer, 13. lU 
ttyne* 17 and 19 are transposed. And I saÜfind yow 
gud io barrow. 24. Fill the cop, cummer» 26. Thir twa, 
out of. 27. Thre quartia, 28. Sic drowthe and thirst 
wcu thame betwene. In the last line of each vene, the 
bürden, instead of being in the present tense, is, That 
Lentrvne sali, or suld, nocht mdk^ ui, hir, or you, lene, 

Line 5. Zentren.] Anj person eating flesh, with- 
out license, duriog Lentron, was liable to bave his goods 
confiscated. Acts Q. Mary, an. 1551, c. 36. 

Line 6. On cowth,] So in the MS., but it should be. 
Oll cowch : thus, in the Treasurer's Accounts, 1507, Jan. 
7. ** Item, for tua steik bukrame to be ane cowch to the 
Queine, 288. Item, for ane stane of woU to it, lOs. Item, 
for making of the said cowch, and carding of the woU to 
it," &c. 

Line 14. Bot Mavasy.] Malvesjr, or Malmsey wine, 
so named after a citj of Peloponnesus, from which this 
wine was first brought Pinkerton supposed the line 
to mean, " Except Malmsey, she begged (she would 
have) no other wine." Bad, howerer, seems rather to 
signify desired. 

THE TOD AND THE LAMB.— Page 83. 

In Bannatyne's MS., this poem is entitled, *< FoUowis 
the Wowing of the King, quhen he was in Dunferme- 
ling." It is also found in Maitland's MS. ; and in Reid- 
peth's are only the first two stanzas. Mr Sibbald, in 
his *' Chronicle of Scotüsh Poetry," very jusUy re- 
marks, that ^ This is certainly a stränge production. 
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Coming from the peo of a candidate for church prefer- 
ment; but it is attributed to Dunbar in both of the 
ancient manuscripU." Tbat it has a reference, under 
the form of an apologue, to some intrigue of James the 
Fourtb, cannot be well doubted, from the above title ; 
although that monarch has been accused» on rather 
Blender evidence, of ^ a propensity to vulgär and fugi- 
tive amours." Prevlous, indeed, to his marriage, in 
1^03, he had several natural children by the daughters 
of some of the nobles and other persons of rank ; but it 
would be unnecesBary to hazard any opinion in regard 
to the time when this poem was written, as it affords uo 
intrinsic evidence for any saüsfactory conjecture. 

Line 65. The Wowf weiU.\ Evidently for, the Wolf 
ween'd, or imagined. 

DIRIGE TO THE KING AT STIRLING— P. 86. 

In MSS. Bannatjne» Maitland, and Reidpeth. — Ban- 
natyne erroneously calls it» " The Dregy of Dunbar, 
maid to King James the Fyift, being in Striuilling.'* 
It was also contained in the lost portion of Asloane's 
MS.y as No. IxTÜ. of the old table of contents, under the 
title of " Dunbarris Derige of Edinburgh and Striuiling." 
In a moral point of view, this, of all our author's com- 
positions, is certainly the moBt objectionable, inasmuch 
as it is a profane parody of the Services of the Church 
to which Dunbar belonged. But at that period, the 
license given to such open violations of religious obser- 
vances, as took place under the direction of Lords of 
Misrule or Abbots of Unreason, might have rendered 
such satirical effusions, like this Dirige, less obnoxious« 
Lord Halles, in a note upon the Testament of Andre 
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Kennedy, [voL i. p. 137,] thus allades to tbe {»"eseBi 
poem, which he purposely omitted, as bis correct judg* 
ment and Berious tum of mind naturalis led him to 
condemn any thing like ill-timed levity on Spiritual 
Bubjects. " On anotber occaslon, (be says,) Dunbar 
carried tbe Bpirit of ridicule mucb fartber. His Derge 
to King James V. is a lewd and profane parody of tbe 
litanies of tbe Cburcb of Rome. Protestants cannot be 
f ully sensible of tbe irreligious strain of Dunbar's Derge* 
Had James V. retained any tbe least appearance of de- 
votion, no poet durst bave addressed bim in sucb a 
style."— Hailes. 

Tbe King wbom Dunbar bere addressea was not 
James tbe Fiftb, but James tbe Fourtb, wbose cbaracter 
was a Singular Compound of opposite qualities ; and bis 
penances and pilgrimages to tbe distant sbrines of St 
Ninian, at Wbitborn, in Galloway, and of St Dutbac in 
RosS'Sbire, were no doubt beld as atoning for bis reck- 
less pursuit of idle amusements, and for sensual indul- 
gence. In Cbalmers' Caledonia, vol. iii. p. 412, &c., a 
variety of curious notices are selected from tbe Trea- 
surer's aceounts, in regard to tbese pilgrimages to tbe 
sbrine of St Ninian. 

' James tbe Fourtb bad establisbed, in 1494, at Sdr- 
ling, a Convent of tbe Franciscans, or Gray Friars, — an 
Order, of wbich, in a letter to Pope Julius IL, be de- 
clared bimself to be tbe special patron. After stating in 
wbat respects tbe bretbren of tbat order bad been pa- 
tronized by some of bis predecessors, be says, " Ego 
ipse, quasi baereditario pietatis viuculo, hujus religionis 
domos alias super alias absolvi, supellectili bona oma- 
vi ; ubi conacientitB nostrtB lavacrum etpradpuum deva» 
Honis ardorem repo3ui, afgue me inßlium et defensorem 
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dedi"' (Epist. Regum Scoiorum, voL L p. 23, &c.) As 
James was accustomed at Lent, or when in a peniten- 
tial mood, to retire thither for a season, it may have 
been on some such occasion that this Derg6 was ad- 
dressed to him, as an effectual mode of expressing the 
regret of the poet, and of other dependents at the Court 
of Holyrood, for his long absence. In order to relieve 
the King out of the State of purgatory in which he is 
represented as living at the time, the Service of the 
Derg6 is here burlesqued ; and a humorous contrast is 
made between the opulence, the good living, and the 
amusements which Edinburgh afiforded« with the ab- 
sence of all such at Stirling. 



NEW-YEAR'S GIFT TO THE KING.— Page 91. 

This graceful and appropriate address to James the 
Fourth is only to be found in Reidpeth's MS., and is 
now first printed. From the Treasurer's Accounts» it 
appears that the King was accustomed to bestow New» 
Year's gifts, on his seryants and other persons at 
Court, Tarying in amount, according to their respective 
rank. But whether it was customary, as at a later pe- 
riod, for such persons to make equivalent gifcs in re* 
tum, is not so certain. The poets, at least, on such 
occasions, would not fail to present some congratula- 
tory address, conveying, like the present, suitable com- 
mendations of the King's Hberality, and wishing him 
** High liberall heart, and hands not swear;" that is, 
not reJuctant to dispense such rewards. A similar and 
most characteristic poem, Lerges ofthia New-Yeir day^ 
•composed, as Lord Halles shows, in 1527, is well 
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known. The writer, Stewart, who flourUhed in the 
reign of James the Fiftb, thus commences : 

Fint leiget of the King, my chief, 
Quhilk come als quUt a» a tkeiff 

And in my lumd tlid achillingii tway» 
To put hii lergnet to the preif, 

For lergn of tliis New-yeir day. 

Even Bttchanan did not disdain to offer such addressea 
to Queen Mary, the Regent Earl of Murray , and to 
other persona at Holjrrood, on New-year's day. 

Line 18. And send thee many France crottmes,] The 
King's gifts were usually French crowns of gold, of the 
Talue of 14a. each in Scotish money. 



OF LADYIS SOLISTARIS AT COURT.— Page 92. 

These satirical verses are contained in the MSS. of 
Bannatyne, Maitland, and Reidpeth, without any mate- 
rial Variation. The poem was first printed by Ramsay 
in the Evergreen, from Bannatyne's MS., where it is 
foHowed by a similar bailad on the subject of country 
Lairds sending their wives to Court, as solicitors in dis« 
puted causes ; and which Ramsay, without any autho- 
rity from the manuscript, chose to entitle, 

" Another of the samen cast, 
Pend he the Poet wrote the laet.^ 

The ballad, which also occurs as an anonymous compo- 

sition in Maitland's MS., is quite unwortby of Dunbar. 

V. R. — Line 2. Mak rq^air ; line 19, No müs : line 50, 

And thay ; line 53, 8ic grace ; line 60, SeiUi$ thair to* 
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IN PRAIS OF WOMEN.— Page 95. 

In MSS. Baiinat3me and Maidand« — Pinkerton atylea 
these lines " a paltry piece in praise of women ;" and 
adds, " It is subscribed, quod Dunbar in praya of wo^ 
men; but I daresay he is innocent of it." Certainly 
much cannot be said in praise of this composition; yety 
being so subscribed in both MSS., and containing no 
internal evidence to the contrary» we must condude 
that Dunbar at times may bave been as dull as bis 
neighbours ; but not more so than Cbaucer» if a poem 
of a similar kind, also entitled '' In prayse of Women,' 
bas been correctly attributed to bim. 



» 



TO THE MERCH ANTIS OF EDINBURGH— P. 97. 

FoR the preservation of this satirical address, so in- 
teresting to a native of the Northern Metropolis, we are 
indebted to Reidpeth's MS., from whence it is now first 
printed. It is the more curious, as we bave no descrip- 
tion of Edinburgh of so early a date ; for the brief 
notice which occurs in Froissart refers to a period 
when the city consisted of houses chiefly of wood, and 
presented an appearance which must bave been totally 
unlike what it assumed during the 15th, and retained 
tili the close of the last Century. Even those who re- 
member the High Street and Luckenbooths, previous 
to the first alterations which took place in the Parlia- 
ment Square, and the neighbourhood of St Giles's Ca- 
thedral, and before the removal of the Tolbooth, the 
Krames, and other adjacent buildings, will be fuUy sen- 
sible of the correctness of the Poet's description. I have 
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ventured to suggest that this poem might hare been 
composed about the year 1500. Sir David hjnduLj, in 
a poem written in 1530, thuB alludes to the Merchanto 
of Edinburgh, in Unes which may be contrasted with 
Dunbar'a satire. 

Adew Edinburgh, thoa heich txTumpliand toun, 
Within quhoM bonndis rieht blythfal have I bene, 

Of trew merchandis, the rute of thia reglonny 
Most reddy to ressave Court, King, and Quene. 
Thy policie and justice may be sene, 

War devotioun, wyaedome, and honestie, 

And eredenoe tint, thay micht be found in thee. 

Much curious illqatratlTe matter, regarding the earlier 
State of the city, might have been here introduced, but 
the interest of such notes would be entirely local. 

Lines. Your principall gaitis.] That is, none may 
enter your town, on account of the smell of fish, and 
the noise and quarreis of those who were seated at the 
different ports or gates of the city. 

Line 15. Scule,] From the annexed epithel» pro- 
bably an error in the MS. for Style, (see Note to line 
38,) as no trace of any public School in Edinburgh at 
that time has been discovered. The parroche Kirk, 
mentioned in the foUowing line, Is undoubtedly the 
CoUegiate Church of St Giles. 

Line 17. Your foirstairis.] The common stairs to 
the different tenements, which projected into the street. 

Line 22. Your hie Gross,] The Gross of Edinburgh, 
long a conspicuous object in the High Street, and 
celebrated in Scotish history from the days of James 
the Fourtb, when the Singular Summonds of Plotcock 
was heard, before the battle of Floddon : 
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A tale» whicb chronicles of old 
In Scottieh stoiy Iiave eDroUed ; 

and which forma bo striking an incident in Sir Walter 
Scott's Mannion. It had been rebuilt in 1617, preser- 
ving the ancient i»haft or cross which surmounted the 
octagonal building, but was finally removed aa a nui- 
aance, in March, 1 756. Ito site is still marked by the 
radiated pavement, and continues as the place from 
which all public proclamations are made. 

Line 24. Your Trone,] Lower down the street, near 
the Site of the present Tron Church, was placed the 
Tran, or public beam, for weighing merchandise or 
heavy wares. 

Line 24. Cokill and wilk*] It was customary for 
fishwomen to be seated in this part of the town, retail- 
ing shell-fish ; such as " cockles, spouts, mussels, oys- 
ters, buckieSyClams, andu^t'/A«/' or periwinkles ; together 
with ** dulce and tangle," certain species of sea-ware. 

Line 25. Pansches and puddingis.] May mean tripe 
and haggis ; but the particular kind ofpuddings called 
ofJoh and Jame are now unknown. 

Line 29. Your common Menstraks,] Most of the 
towns in Scotland had one or more persons called 
Common Minstrels, or pipers, and from the Treasurer's 
accounts we leam that James the Fourth was accus« 
tomed to give thefn gratuities, when passing through 
the place to which they belonged. Edinburgh seems 
to ha?e had the Services of three such persons, as ap- 
pears from an act of Council, 15th August, 1487, 
ordaining that ** the common pyparis of the town be 
feyit for the honour of the town on this wise ; " viz. 
that they should be billeted on the inhabitants in suc- 
cession, and, as it is expressed, *' hip nane," to pass 
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none over; tnd that such penonB as found it inconve- 
nient to entertdn tbem, when their tum came, Bhould 
be liable to the exaction of nine pence, '* that is, to ilk 
PTper iijd. at the leist" Similar arrangemeiits in other 
placet were made, and might be exemplified, in parti- 
cular, from the old Burgh Records of Aberdeen. That 
these minttrels were possessed of no great skill, may 
be easilf imagined, independent of Dunbar's tatirical 
expreasion, motoer«, jesters, or mockers of the moon, 
Of the two tunet mentioned in line 30, " Now the day 
dawitf* and ** Into June" the first was long very po- 
pulär : it is thus mentioned hj Gawin Douglas : 

Thareto tliir birdis tingis in thair sliawisi 
As menstralis playt Thejdy day now datcis, 

The ^ profane song" of this title was converted to one 
of '* the gude and godlie baHatis," hy Wedderbum, 
about the time of the Reformation ; it was also imitated 
hy Alexander Montgomery» author of the Cherrie and 
the Slae; and is elsewhere referred to. See note to 
Ritson's Scotish Songs, vol. i. p. xxxii» 

Line 38. Your stinhand Style,] This style, or narrow 
passage, extended from the north side of St Giles' 
Church, between the Tolbooth and the houses which 
formed the Krames, to the opposite side of the street, 
now called the Luckenbooths. It*long continued to 
be a place noted for filth, robberies, and assaults. See 
Pitcaim's Griminal Trials, vol. ii. p. 416 and 462. 

Line 43 — 53.] The towns in Scotland, particularlj 
during the 16th Century, were infested with beggars 
and idle vagabonds; and Acts of Parliament, or of 
Town Gouncils, seem to have been of little avail in r»- 
pressing their number and importunities. 
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Line 46. To cry and rame.] To cry out» bewaüing 
themselves. In the Acts of Q. Mary^ 1551» it is express- 
ly stated» that by reason of the number of beggaria, 
** nane may pass throw the Btreittis for raming and 
crying upone thame ; " and Gawin Douglas» in bis Virgil» 
says of the mother of Eurialus : 

Fürth fieia sehe wyth mony ichoui and ay, .... 
Takand nane hede, nor yit na maner achamey 
Sa amang men to ryn, roup, and rame, 

Line 57. Senfor the Court and the Sessiaun,] The 
importance of Edinburgh was greatly increased when it 
became tbe seat of government, and of the Supreme 
Courts» in the course of the fifteenth Century. The 
Abbey of Holyrood had long served as an occasional 
place of residence to our Kings» prevlous to the time 
of James the Fourth» by whom» and not by bis son» 
James the Fifth, as commonly supposed» the adjoining 
Palace of Holyrood was erected. 

Line 71. Singulair profeit.] That is, their greed of 
personal gain caused them to neglect or overlook the 
general good or welfare of the town. See the phrase 
in Lyndsay*s Works» vol. i. pp. 240 and 259. 

Line 77. Becanqueis,] This word is inserted to sup- 
ply a blank in the MS. 



OF SOLISTARIS AT COURT.— Page 101. 

This poem occurs both in Maitland and Reidpeth*s 
MSS.» and was first printed by Pinkerton» who says it 
is ** A curious picture of the Court of James the 
Fourth." 
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Lines. Onsubtttmcegummendoisabide, MS.Maitl. 

Line 6. Sum singis ; sum daneis ; tum tellis storiesJ] 
Many entries might be quoted from the Treasurer's 
Accounts of liberal payments made to Bingers, dancers, 
jestera, and tale-tellers. Among other persons who re- 
ceived frequent gratuities, by the King's command, was 
a Richard Wallace, sometimeB for carrying letters to 
different parts of the country, at other timea for telling 
* tales/ or ' geistSy' &c., to the King. The name also of 
** Widderspune the foulare, that tald tales and brecht 
foulls to the King,*' occurs in 1496 and 1497; and at 
the same time that of ** Watschod the tale tellare." 
Besides rarions nameless jesters in different towns, we 
meet with '' Hog the jestour," '* Thomas Jestour," 
and others, who will be noticed in a subsequent note. 

Line 7. Sum lait at evin bringis in the Moreis.] The 
subject of Morris-dancing in England has been ably 
illustrated by one of oor most eminent antiquaries, 
Francis Douce, Esq., in his Ulustrations of Shakspeare. 
iThe following notices, regarding this pastime in Scot- 
land, consist of extracts from the Treasurer's Accounts, 
communicated by Mr Chalmers. 

** 1501-2. Feh. 8. To the men that brecht in the Morice 
dance, and to the menstrallis in Striuelin, be the Kingis 
command, 428. 

*^ 1503-4. Jan. 5. To Maister John, [the French Leich, 
afterwards Abbot of TunglandJ to buy bells for the 
Moriss danss, 28s. 

** Jan. 6. To Colin Campbell, [one of the King'sLuters, 
or Players on the lute,] and bis marrowis, that brecht in 
the Moress daunss, for thair expensis maid thairon, be 
the King's command, 20 French crowns, equal to L.14 
Scets. 

1 
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" Jan. 7. To John Francis«, for 21 ein taffeti» rede and 
blew, quhilk wes six daunsing cotis in Maister Jofanis 
danssy L.14, 148. Item, for 18 ein blak grajr to lyne 
tbe same, 218. Item, for making of the six daunsing 
coti8, 18s. Item, for 5 ein blew taffeti to the womanis 
goun in the said dance, ilk ein 148., L.d, 108. Item, 
for 7 ein quhite to lyne the same, 8s. 2d. Item, for 
making of the samyn, Ss. Item, for 27 ein 3 quarteris 
taffeti, blew, rede, and variant, deliverit to Franche 
Maister John for the said Daunsaris hede gere, L.19, 
98. 6d. Item, to the said Maister John that he spendit 
on this gere for the dance, SOs. 

** 1504-5. Feb. 2. To the Gysaris that dansit to the 
King and Queen, 7 French crowns, L.4, 188. 

** 1506. Dec. 30. The Treasurer paid for grene sey to 
be dancing coats, doublets, and hose, &c., to 5 boys, 
and a kirtall, &c., to a woman [Margaret Naper] for 
dancing ; and for stuff to be 7 dancing coats and dou- 
blets to tlie squires, tiz. Thomas Boswel and bis com- 
plices. On the 3 Ist, for 30 dosan bellis to the dansarlB, 
deliverit to Thomas Boswell, L.4, 128. 

" 1506-7. Jan. 8. To Mergret Naper, for cause scho 
dansit, 4 ein of scarlet, 508. the ein, L.10, and 5 qrs. 
wellus, L.2, ]5s. — Jan. 15. To Colin Campbell, [one of 
the King's luters,] in recompensation of ane danss maid 
be him, 8 French crowns, L.5, 12b.— Feb. 28. To Gwil- 
liam tawbroner, [William Brown, one of the King's 
Players on the tabron,] for making of ane danss the 
tyme of the Prince's birth, [Feb. 2 Ist] L.4, 48. 

*' 1507-8. March 5. To the Franche menstrallis, that 
maid ane danss in the Abbay, be the King's command, 
12 French crowns, L.8, 88. Item, for thair dansing 
cotis to the said danss, L.5. 

VOL. II. T 
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« 1512. Dec 5. Payit to Montur La Mote's [the 
French Ambassador] Beryitourifl that danslt ane Morira 
to the King, 10 crowns of wecht, L.9. Dec 16. To 
Monsur La Mote*8 servitouris that dansit an uthir 
Morias to the King and Quene, h.5, Ss. 

Line 19. Advocatis in cAamt'r.] "Are pretty wives« 
See two satirefl, by Dunbar, against female advocates in 
court, in the Maitland MSS., and publiahed in the Ever« 
green front Bannatyne." — Pinkerton. One of these 
satires is printed at page 92 of foI. i. ; the other, as 
atated in the note upon that poem, (see page 282,) has 
been erroneously ascribed to Dunbar, and ia therefore 
excluded from thia collection of hia worka. 



TYDINGIS FRA THE SESSIOUN.— Page 102. 

This poem ia common to the aeveral collectiona of 
Bannatyne, Maitland, and Reidpeth. The date of ita 
compoaition cannot be fixed, aa it ia doubtful whether 
it alludea to the old Court of Seaaion, which waa inatir 
tuted in 1425, regulated anew in 1457, and aboliahed in 
March 1503r4, or to the Court of Daily Council, which 
conaiated of Committeea of Parliament, and waa then. 
eatabliahed. That Court atill retained ita populär name 
of the Seaaion, aa appeara from expreaaiona uaed by Sir 
David Lyndaay in a poem written in 1529 ; while the 
preaent Court of Seaaion, or College of Juatice» waa 
inatituted by Jamea the Fifth in 1532. 

Line 1. Ane Murelandis man of uplandü mak.] 
That ia, a man of ruatic habita, reaiding in an Inland or 
heathy part of the country ^ thua the name in the well- 
known aong, Muirland Willie, 
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lAne 15. Sum with htsfaUow roumis.] ** One whis« 
pen in a familiär insinuating manner to his companion, 
or the person next him." — Hailes. 

Line 18. Sum patteris with his mowth on heidis.'\ 
** One mutters his prayers, and teils his beads over. 
Pxtter patter is an expression still used b y the vulgär ; 
it is in allusion to the custom of muttering Patemos' 
ters.^' — Hailes. 

Line 22.] Lord Hailes explains, '' One mortgages 
his estate while his suit is depending.*' And line 26, 
** How enmitj and favour banish discemment." He 
subjoins two extracts from Buchanan and Lesley, as he 
says *' it is curious to observe what very opposite sen- 
timents two contemporary historiaiis entertained of the 
Court of Session." The passages, howevery are too 
long for quotation in this place. 

Line 29—85.] ** This stanza will be both intelligible 
and entertaining to those who are acquainted with the 
forms of procedure in the Court of Session ; to those 
who are not, a commentary would be nearly as obscure 
as the text" — Hailes. 

Line 41. Sum sanis the satt, and sum thame cursis,] 
** Some blesB, others curse the judges. Lords of the 
seat, for judges of the Court of Stsslon, is used in Act 
53, Parliament 5, James V., and is an expression still 
rememberöd by the vulgär." — ELiiles. 

Line 45. Baith CarmeUitis and Cordiüeris, '' In 
Order to point this satire more keenly, the author has 
selected his examples of incontinency from the severer 
Orders of regulär clergy. The former publisher has 
added two stanzas, which are not only modern, but 
also, as it would seem, satiricaUy aimed at individuals. 
It is Strange that such an Interpolation should have re- 
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mained ao long undiacovered. Speaking of the great 
number of unemployed advocatea, [Ramsat] aaya» 

Bat weil I wate, ane of ilk Ten 
Micbt very weil gane all the Sessioun. 

He did not advert» that at the Institution of the College 
of Justice, there were no more than eight advocates in 
all ; Act 64, Parliament 5, James V." — Hailes. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER.-.Page 105. 

This address to the Lord High Treasurer, by whom 
Dunbar's pension was paid at the usual terms, is con* 
tained in Reidpeth's MS., and is now first printed. As 
we cannot fix the dato of the poem, although subse- 
quent to 1500, the person whom the Poet here comme- 
morates for his extreme and praisewortby punctuality 
can only be guessed. But as Dunbar appears to have 
had no reason of complaint against any of the Lord 
High Treasurers, I shall here give a list of the persona 
who Buccessiyely held that office during the reign of 
James the Fourth : 

1488^1493. Sir William Knollis, Lord St John of 
Jerusalem. 

1493 — 1495. Henry Amot, Abbot of Cambuslcenneth. 

1495—1497. George Schaw, Abbot of Paisley. 

1497_1502. Sir Robert Lundin of Balgony. 

1502—1504. Sir David Betoun of Creich. 

1504 — 1509. James Betoun, Abbot of Dunfermling. 

1509—1510. George Hepbum, Bishop of the Isles. 

1511 — 1512. Andrew Stewart, Bishop of Caithness. 

1512—1514. Mr Cuthbert Baillie, Commendator of 
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Glenluce.— (Treasurer*« Accounlt» Stc Ccawford't 
OfBcere of State, p. 366-869.) 

Line 19. Fra town of SHrling to ihe air,] Tbe Aire, 
or itinerant courts of justice, which were held in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, at stated intervals, like the 
present Circuit Courts of the Lords of Session* The 
Lords Justiciars, who were often accompanied by the 
King in person, received payment for tfaeir ezpensea 
by the number of days they attended, but varying in 
amount according to their respective rank. 
Line 23. Heari on aair,] Witliout pain or sorrow« 
Line 25. Mg rerU, and all the If^flett^] That is, my 
revenue and means of sustenance. I apprehend that 
in both the quotations from Wallace» given by Dr 
Jamieson, l^^t should be taken in this sense ; and that 
this luflat man, means not a person deceased, but a man 
of substance or possession. 



ANE HIS AWIN ENEMY.— Page 107. 

In MSS. Bannatjme and Maitland ; and first printed 
in the Evergreen, the Editor of that coUection uaing 
bis ordinary license at emendation. 

Line 1 1 — 15.] ** This stanza contains an ailegory of 
pleasures lawful and forbidden. It will not bear a par« 
ticular explanation. * Fleis of Spenyie,' are cantharides. 
This circumstance gives us an high ideaof the elegance 
and refinement of our forefathers." — Hailes. 

Line 23. Gude wyne to selL] ** Great care was 
taken in those days that the lieges should drink no wine 
but what was both good and cheap. In the reign of 
James IIL, anno 1482, it was ordained by Parliament 
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tbat ** na man «dl tak upon hand to mix or cornipl 
wine» under pain of death." — Sibbald. Wine import- 
ed from France long continued In tbis country to be 
Bold at a very moderate price. In 1520, the price of 
French wine, bothted and wbite, as regulated by tbe 
Town Council of Edinburgh, was 6d. Scotish money 
the pint, (or English half gallon) ; ale, whicb in 1504 
was 16d. the gallon, was then raised to 20d. ; the penny 
loaf of wheat bread was ordered to weigh one pound, 
and the penny cake, one pound eight ounces. By an 
Act Q. Mary, anno 1551, no person wasallowedto seil 
Burdeous wine dearer than lOd., and Rocheil wine, 
than 8d. the pint 



TO THE LORDIS OF THE KINGIS CHECKER. 

—Page 109. 

LiKE the similar address, at page 105, this jocular 
effusion occurs only in Reidpeth's MS., and is now first 
printed. We cannot, however, infer that Dunbar was 
in the habit of receiving any payment from the Lords 
of Exchequer, or indeed that he had any * rents,* or 
' roumes, ' possessions, to live upon, excepting the 
pittance he received from the Lord Treasurer, although 
his words in lines 25 and 26 of the former poem might 
seem to Warrant a different inference. 

Line 4. Neither corce nor cun^ie.] That is, no money 
or coin of any kind. ** Corse, thus denominated (says 
Dr Jamieson) from the form of the cross, anciently im- 
pressed on our silver money." Dunbar, in a poem 
addressed to the King, (vol. i. p. 158,) again employs 
the Word. 
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OF JAMES DOI6.— Pages HO and 111. 

Thbsb poem8> contained in Maldand and Reidpetfa's 
MSS., were firat printed by Mr Pinkerton. In his 
Notes, he was correct in inferring that the Queen, wfao 
is here addressed, was Margaret, wife of James the 
Fourth ; but the history of the person to whom these 
poems relate can now be best elucidated bj a reference 
to the Treasurer's Accounts. I shall noty however, 
swell out the Notes with extracts from these accounts, 
of such entries where Doig*s name occurs, as they 
would throw no light on the character of that indiri- 
dual ; and the curiosity of most readers in regard to 
him will no doubt be satisfied by presentiog the follow- 
ing result of Mr Chalhers' indefatigable researches. 

James Dog, or Doig^ appears in the Treasurer*s Ac- 
counts as one of the King's domestic servants, in 1489, 
and from the numerous subsequent entries where bis 
name occurs, he must have been regarded as a trusty, 
active, and confidential person ; and he was enabled by 
bis savings to purchase the lands of Duntober, in Perth« 
shire^ May I2th, 1500. (Privy Seal Register, vol. ii. p. 1.) 
After the King's marriage, in 1503, he was transferred to 
the establishment of the Queen's household, whom he 
long continued to ser ve with fidelity. In proof of this, it 
may be noticed, that in 1523, Aug. 4, a grant was made 
to the King's " lovit servitour, James Dog," of the ward, 
nonentries, and relief of the lands of the late Dormond 
Johnston of Drongy, and the marriage of bis heir. 
(Pri^y Seal Regist vol. v. fol. 152.) Though herecalled 
the King's servitour, he was, in fact, still the servant 
of the Queen Dowager, and had been so for twenty 
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jean« In an autograph letter from ihe Earl of Sorrejr» 
al Newcastle» Oct 24th, 1523, to Cardinal Wolsey, he 
iajv» ** Plesith jonr Grace to be advertised, that this 
present houre is come to me, James Dog, the Quene 
of Scotts* aervante, &c." (Cotton MS. Calig. B. vi. fo. 
811.) Hit name also occurs, in December 1526, but 
how long he may have sunrived is uncertain. His son, 
James Dog, younger, was, on Sept 17th, 1524, appointed 
** yeman of the King^s wardrope, with leveray clothing, 
busche of court, and duties used and wont, ftc." (Pri?y 
Seal Regist. toI. tu. fo. 92.) 

Line 2. To gifa doubleit] Dunbar must have been 
in the habit of receiving a gown, or dress, at Christmas, 
as on more than one occasion hie received, by the King's 
command, a sum of money, ** becaus he wantit his 
goun at Zule." (See Appendix to the Memoir, No. IL) 
This, however, had no concem with the Queen's gift. 
** The Queen seems to have ordered him a doublet, or 
suit of clothes, from the royal wardrobe, but Mr Doig 
having scrupled, was hitched into a rime, and thus 
Stands as a skeleton in the Surgeons' Hall of Famo.** 
— PiNKERTON. The same critic, upon the second of 
these poems, says, ** This is a sharp satire in the piercing 
mode of pity, and was written, as the colophon teils 
US, when Doig had pleisit him. If so, whether was it 
most dangerous to displease, or to please Dunbar?" 

Line 5. Your marks.] ** Seems to mean seaL The 
seal of Margaret appears at many letters of her's in the 
Cotton Library* It is a lady eitting, and either a lamb or 
dog by her," — Pinkerton. 

Line 23. His gang garris all your chahneris schog,] 
PinkertoD, by mistake, reads gangarris as if one word, 
which he explained as being ** a cant phrase for feet ; 
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bis waXkars ;" a mistake in which he hat been followed 
hy Dr Jamieson. The meaning of the line ia» * He walka 
80 heavily as to cause your Chambers to shake ;' literally» 
' His galt makes all your Chambers shake.' 
Page 111, line 10, wordrope should be wardrope* 
Line 23. That nevir doUmr mak him dramSl ** It is 
Strange," as Dr J&uteson remarks, ** thatllfr Pinkerton 
should render this, * That grief maj never force him to 
the dram-bottle.' Drarriy or drum, sullen, melancholy ; 
the meaning is, That grief should never make him sad." 



THAT THE KING WAS JOHNE THOMSOUNE'S 

MAN.— Page 113. 

The bürden of this humorous address, which is pre- 
served in Sir R. Maitland's MS., is a pröverbial expres- 
sion of a man ruled by his wife, in common phrase, a 
hen-pecked kusband, Thus, in the collection of Scottish 
Proverbs by David Fergussone, under the head *^ Of ef- 
feminate persons," one is *' He is John Thomsone's man, 
coutching carle." — sign. c. 4. edit. Edinb. 1641, 4to. '* I 
have little doubt (says Mr Pinkerton) but the original 
proverb was Joan Tbomson's man : man in Scotland 
signifies either husband or servant,** and he quotos the 
foUowing lines from Sam. Colville's Scottish Hudibras, 
first printed in 1681 : 

We read in greatest warriors' lires 

They oft were ruled by their wivca. 

The worId*B conqueror, Alexander, 

Obey*d a lady, bis Commander : 

And Antonie, tbat drunkard keen. 

Was rul'd by his lascivious Queen. .... 
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So tbe imperioiu Bozalaa 

Made the great Turk John Thommm*» Man* 

** The intent of the prayer therefore is, ' That the 
King were ruled by the Queen.' Margaret, Queen of 
James IV.» had, in all likelihood, promised Dunbar her 
assistance in*procuring bim a benefice ; but he found 
that her influence with the King was not very strong, 
and wrote this poem in consequence." — Pinkerton. 

Line 11. In Bartane,] That is, in Britain; and syn 
in this line Stands for sen^ since. 

Line 19. That ye had vowit to the Swam] ** The 
stanza, containing this line, is quoted from our MS. 
by Mr Tyrwhitt in bis excellent glossary to Chaucer ; 
who there adduces a singular instance of this vow from 
Matthew of Westminster. When Edward L was set- 
ting out on bis last expedition to Scotland, 1306, a 
festival was held, at which, ' Allati sunt in pompatica 
gloria duo Cygni vel olores ante Regem, phalerati 
retibus aureis vel fistulis deauratis, desiderabile speo 
taculum intuentibus. QuibuH visis, Rex fotum yoyit 
Deo c(eli et cygnis se proficisci in Scotiam, mortem 
Johannis Comyn et fidem Isesam Scotorum vivus sive 
mortuus vindicaturus,' &c." — Pinkerton. '* In the 
days of cbivalry, it was customary for the Knights to 
make vows to God over a roasted swan, peacock, phea- 
sant, heron, or otber bird ; and these vows were held 
to be inviolable. llie bird was afterwards carried to 
the table." — Sibbald. In the metrical romance of 
Alexander, translated from the French in 1438, and 
printed at Edinburgh by Arbuthnot about 1580, one 
of the books or parts ' the Avowis of Alexander,' (in 
the French MS. entitled * Li Veu du Paon,*) refers 
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entireljr to this sing^lar custom of the knights and 
ladies taking solemn tows upon tbemtelves when ' the 
poun' or peacock is «et before them. Martuiy also, in 
hiB Description of the Western Islands^ says, ** When 
the natlves kill a swan, it is common for the eaters of 
it to make a negative vow (t. e. they swear never to do 
sometbing that is in itself impracticable) before they 
taste of the fowl." — p. 71. 



TO THE QUENE.— Page 115. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.^'* This piece (says 
Mr Pinkebton) is a Singular one to be addressed to a 
Queen. Some words in it I shall not, and others, I 
confesB, I cannot ezplain." The poem, indeed, might 
bave been allowed to stand without any comment, 
were it not that this, perhaps, more tban any other 
poem by Dunbar, has given rise to the notion, that bis 
moral character alone prevented bis obtaining chureh 
preferment. The verses evidenily refer to the irregulär 
and licentious conduct of some of the Queen's domes- 
tics on Fastrens-Eve; but the exact meaning of the very 
coarse phrase which forma the bürden of each verse, I 
am unable to explain. To Hb, usualiy signifies castrare, 
emasculare^ from the Teuton. lubb-en. Here it cannot 
have such a meaning, as it oecurs in various senses ; 
but might have had some refcrence to the lues venerea, 
a disease which had made its appearance in Scotland 
in 1497, and is then spoken of as a ' contagious plage' 
or * sickness,' under the name of Grandgore, (Mait- 
land's Edinburgh, p. 10; Pinkerton's Hist vol. ii. p. 
34). I apprehend, therefore, that this poem more ob- 
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Tioiuly lerfes to indicate the coane maimers of the 
Bge, which could tolerate such versea being addressed 
to a lady, or Induce the Queen to litten to such allu- 
sionsy than to substantiato any cbarge against the Poet 
individuallf. An alluBion of a similar kind occurs in 
the Privy Purse Expenses of Elizabeth of York, Queen 
of Henry the Seventh, and mother of the Scotish 
Queen ; where are several entries on the 15th of March 
1503, for the dyett and dress of John Per triebe, ** one 
of the Bonnes of mad Beale" — a person ^ho was 8Up- 
ported at the Queen's expense; the last Charge is, 
** Item, payed to a Surgeon which heled him of the 
Frenche pox, xxs."— *' That such an entry," as Sir 
Harris Nicolas (the Editor of that curious and inte- 
resting record) observes, ** sbould be mentioned in 
accounts evidently intended for the Queen's eye, is 
strongly indicative of the coarse manners of the 
time." 

Line 14. For an explanation of this obscure line, 
see Dr Jamieson's Dict. Suppl. sub voce^ Pamplette. 

Line 22. Willing wandia.] Should evidently be irt/- 
low wandis or rods ; and in 1. 25, ower ojff\ is a typo- 
graphical error for ower oft, too often. 

y. R. — Lines 3, lat than; 8, t» thefeder; 21, thame 
stark as <my gyandis ; 30, Spaneze ; Q3,jockis, 



COMPLAINT AGANIS MURE.— Page 117. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth. — The person is al- 
together unknown against whom this indignant com- 
plaint is made for having altered and interpolated some 
of Dunbar's verses; but from the mention made of the 
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Domfries fool, in line 24, he probably belonged to the 
South- Country. 
Line 19. A roundit head.] t. e. to have his ean cut off« 
Line 24. Cuddy Itinff.] So in Reidpeth's MS. ; in 
this part, Maitland's is not very legible, but the name 
seeme to be " Rüg," which Pinkerton deciphered as 
'* cuddy rung." From the following notices in the 
Treasurer's Account», there ean be no doubt the name 
Bhould be Cdddt Rig. — In 1504, Sept 11, there was 
paid to the four Italian minstreh, and to the More 
taubroner, who accompanied the King, " for their 
expensis in Drumfreis, L.4, 48.;" and the aame day, 
*' To CloffesB, be the Kingis command, quhan Cuddy 
Rig tuk bis taubroun, 288.*' On the 1 7th of that month, 
148. was paid '* to the crukit Vicar of Drumfreiss that 
sang to the King in Lochmaben," and 148. at the same 
time, by the KiDg's command, to ^ Cuddy Rig.' The 
names of ' Cuddy Rig' and of ' English Cuddy' occur 
in later accounts. Thus, on June 13, 1508: — ^"Item, 
to Englits Cuddy, that brockt in ane nakit gyss^ in the 
close, be the Kingis command, 868." On Jan. 2, 1512, 
' Cudde Rig' received 148.; and on Feh. 28, that 
year, there was also paid " to Cudde fule, at ewinsange, 
to by hyme ane coit, 148.' 
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DANCE IN THE QUENIS CHALMER.— Page 119. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— This <' stränge 
poem," as it has been called, is posseesed of consider- 
able interest, from its affording us a glimpse of the 
free and good*humoured sociality which prevailed at 
Court Besides the Poet himself, and the English 
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lady» of whom he represents faimself as the avowed 
admirer, it describes several penons weU known at 
the Üme, aa joining in this ' merry dance.' In gi^ing 
aome noticea of these persons, I chiefly avail myself 
of the researches of mj friend Mr Chalmbrs. 

Line 1.] Sir John Sinclair of Dryden was one of 
the King's attendants or courtiera, as appears from the 
Treasurer*« Accounts, the name of John Sinclair oo 
curring as early as 1490. In 1501, June 20, « Giffin to 
the King himself that he playit at the Rowbowlis with 
\ the Prothonotar [Andrew Forman] and Schir John Sin- 
clair, 568. In 1503, July, Sir John Sinclair of Dryden, 
knight, was one of the King's attendants who was fur- 
nished with clothes preparatory to the King's marriage. 
As Dunbar calls him *' the Quenis Knycht," perhaps he 
became one of her attendants. — 1504, Sept 27, *' That 
•amyn nycht to the King to play at the cartis with Sir 
Johne Sinclair, 10 French crowns and tynt,L.7." — 1506, 
Not. 8, ** To Sir John Sinclair, be the Kingis command, 
L.28." Sir John Sinkler's wyff received L. 10, as a New 
Year's gift, on Jan. 1, 1511-2; and a similar sum was 
given to Maistres Sinclair, Jan. 1, 1512-3. 

Line 8.] Maister Robert Schaw first appears in 
the Treasurer's Accounts in 1502 ; and from that year 
tili 1508, bis name occurs frequently as having received 
sums of money, and articles of dress, including a gown 
of scarlet, lined with birge satin. From the two foUow- 
ing entries,it seems probable that he was a physician: — 
1504, May 28, ** Item, to Maister Robert Schaw, be the 
Kingis command, quhen he passit to Bothwile to the 
Lady Hand seik, L.7.''— 1504-ß, Feb. 9, '< Item, to the 
Said William [Foular, potingair] for ane blude stane^ 
and thre vnce vther stuf for the Quene, for bleding of 
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tlie ness [nose], after au R. of Maister Robert Schaw 
228." In 1 608, he appeara, probably on obtaining some 
preferment, to have taken H0I7 Orden, as on May 14, 
" the King's offerand to Maister Robert Schawis first 
Mess/' was 10 French crowns, or L.7: this was a 
Terjr high offering to a Priest's first Mass, and showa 
that he must have been a favourite with the King. 

Line 15.] Thb Master Alhaser was Doctor Ba- 
bington, who came from England with the Queen at 
the time of her marriage, Aug. läOd, as her Almoner, 
and remained, with a salary of L.20 Eoglish, or L.70 
Scotish, yearly. Thus, on Dec 13, 1503, the King's 
Treasurer paid *' to Doctour Babingtoun, Almessar to 
the Quene, his half-year's fee, L.10 Inglis, quhilk is 
in Scottis money L.d5." This sum he continued to re- 
ceive during three years, the last half-yearly payment 
being made on the 8th of February, 1506. Soon after 
he was appointed to the Deanry of Aberdeen. In the 
Treasurer's Accounts, between Aug. 6üi, J506, and 6th 
Sept. 1507, there is a payment of L.39 ** gret Flemish 
money, for expediting the Bullis of the Denery of Aber- 
dene to Doctor Babingtoun." 

Line 19.] John Bute was one of the King's fools. 
His name has not been met with earlier than November 
1506. In December that year, for his dress he received 
a Doctor's gown of chamlot, lined with black grey, and 
purfellit with skins, with a hoode, a doublet of fustian, 
hose, and a grey bonnet ; and at the same time ' Spark, 
John Butis man,' received a gown of russet, doublet of 
fustian, and hose of carsay. The names of < John of 
Bute' and his man Spark, occur repeatedly in the 
Treaaurer's accounts during the rest of James's reign; 
and that of ' John Butis brother,' Sept. 20, 1512. 
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Line 22.] Duhbar tbb Makab. Here the Poet ia- 
troduces himself, as the lover of the lady described 
in the following yerse, and tripping with such bois- 
terous mirthy as to lose one of his Slippers or embroi- 
dered shoes. We could hare wished tbat he had 
described his own personal appearance, instead of 
telling US how he danced. The kind of dance called 
'^ Dirry Dantoun " is not known ; but, as the next line 
will not bear particular explanation, we must infer that 
it was whoUy unbecoming in a person of his age and 
character. Pinkerton says the expression, in line 27, 
which he printed like a pillar, &c., ** seems eqiüyalent 
to Doli Gommon's jest 

JFalgtaff. The rogue fled from me like quicksilyer. 
Doli. T faith, and thou follow'dst him like a church," 

Line 29.] Maestris Musgraeffe. This lad j is sup- 
posed to have been Sir John ItfusgraTo's wife, who 
came to Scotland with the young Queen at the time of 
her marriage^ in Aug. 1508, and remained with her. 
She appears to have been the principal lady about the 
Queen, and, besides her salary from the King, she 
often received clothes, presents, and New-year's gifts. 
Mr Chalmers says, she is generally called, * the Lady 
Maestres,' and in one instance, ^ Sir John Musgrave's 
wife;' a Knight's wife bemg then usually styled 
MaistresB, and not Lady. The half-year*s fee of the 
Lady Maistress was L.13, 6s. 8d. Sterl. or L.46, 13s. 4d. 
Scotish money. For bringing tidiogs to the King of 
the Prince's birth, Febr. 21, 1506-7, she received 100 
unicomis, equal to L.90, Scotish money, along with a 
great cup of silver which the Bishop of Murray had 
given to the King. The names of Maistres Musgray, 
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and Agnes Musgraif, often occur, in the years 1511 to 
1513. 

Line 36. Dame Doutehour.] In MS. Mdtl.» it is 
Duontebour, in MS. Reidp., Dautie, or Dancie Boir, 
Mr Ciialniers suggests that the name sfaould be 2>im<t« 
bour, or Dountebour, a cant term applied to a loose 
woman» which is so used both hj Sir David Lyndsay 
and John Knox, (Hist of the Reform.) Who the person 
was whom Dunbar has so named, cannot be ascertained, 
nor is it of much importance. Among other stränge 
characters who appeared at Court to partake of the 
Klng's bounty, was a lady with the very odd appel- 
lation of " Jonet Bair-arse." Small sums (generally 
14s.) were also occasionally paid " to Wantonness and 
hir Marowis," or companions, who sang to the King; 
and on one of these occasions (Feb. 16, 1507) is added« 
^ Item, to Wantonness that the King fechit» and gert 
hir sing in the Quenis chamer ^ 14s." 

Line 44.] The Quenis Doo, is undoubtediy intend- 
ed for James Doig, the keeper of the Queen's ward- 
robe, who had on another occasion been subjected to 
Dunbar's ridicule. See vol. i. p. 110, and vol. iL p. 294. 
V. R. — Lines 4, ourycht: 9, lemed; 12, hop: 15, 
Maüter Daneer : 17, a stirh starrland. 

TO A LADY.— Page 121. 

In Maitland's MS.— Pinkerton, referring to these lines, 
says, " This is a ballad by Dunbar, but worth nothing." 
It is indeed a very unmeaning '* cry to his Mistress 
for mercy," on some occasion, ** quhen he list to feyne." 
Yet such kind of verses seem to have been highly 
esteemed, if we may judge from the many similar effu- 
sions of George Bannatyne, and other minor Scotish 
poets of the sixteenth Century, contained in his MS. 

VOL. II. u 
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OF A BLACKAMOOR.— Page 128. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— This ballad truljr 
is quite of a different complexion from the last, and 
farniabes a lively example of our author's turn for 
broad, yet good-natured caricature. It is evidently a 
fiketch from the life ; and the African beauty who sat 
for this Portrait is supposed to have been captured in 
a Portuguese vessel, and brought to this country about 
the year 1506, by one of the Bartons, who were highly 
distinguished for naval enterprise. See PinkertonV 
Hist Tol. ii. p. 61, and Percy's ReliqueB,Tol. iL 180. 

Blackamoora, however, were not such a novelty at 
the Scotiah Court as might be supposed. One of the 
Hing's minstrels, whose name occurs repeatedly in the 
Treasurer's Accounts for 1501, and subsequent years, 
was ** the More taubroner," ** Peter the Moryen,*' or 
*' Peter the More,*' as he is variously styled. In 1508, 
two Blackamoor Friars came to Scotland, and remained 
for a few months, James the Fourth having occasionally 
contributed to defray their expenses, and to fumish 
** the More fireris" with articles of dress. 

In November 1504, two Blackamoor girls arriTed in 
Scotland, and were baptised by the names of Elen and 
Margaret They were educated at Court, where they 
remained as attendants upon the Queen. I much regret 
that want of Space precludes me from avaiiing myself of 
the very copious and interesting notes communicated by 
Mr Ghalmerb regarding these ladies. Mr Tytler, how- 
ever, in the Appendix to bis ** Scottish Worthies," Vol. 
III., has given an interesting account of these black 
maidens, partly from a similar source. That Dunbar's 
poem was occaaioned by either of them, might be doubt- 
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ed,a8 the description seema far more applicable to a per- 
son well advanced in yeara. Yet the allusion in the 
feurth yerse to the contention that was to take place 
' with speir and scheild,' leems to favour such a 
notioD, aa a toumament in honour of the Queen's Black 
Ladf, Elen More, or Black Elen, as ahe is Tarloualy 
Btyled, was held in June 1507 with great splendour. 
No notice of these black maidens occurs in the Trea- 
Burer*Bbooks after the close of James the Fourth's reign. 

Line 3. Last Schippia.] Scotland, during the 15th 
and early part of the 16th Century, must have had con« 
siderable comnierce, as Mr Pinkerton infers, from the 
quantity of foreign money whlch was then in circulfr> 
tion, and the regulations as to its value. 

Line 4. Quhow^ and elsewhere in this poem» is 
merely a variety of spelling how. 

Line 13. The son thollit clippis.] The sun was under 
eclipse at the time of her birth. 

V. R. — Lines 11 ^ Reidappareü; 1. 17 ypretssis. 

OF Sir THOMAS NORRAY.— Page 125. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— Reidpeth's coUeo- 
tion was not known to Mr Plnkerton, and, in printing 
this poem from the other MS., where it is very illegi- 
ble, he gave it as a fragment *' Od Sir Thomas Moray." 
The name in that MS., however, is Norray or Nomay, 
and in Reidpeth's, Norry. Who this person was, might 
have remained for ever a matter of conjecture, had not 
the Treasurer's Accounts removed all doubts on this 
important point, but of this fact I was not aware in time 
to give bis name correctly in the text 

The person, then, to whom this poem relates, was 
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Thomas Nornbb, or Nornt, one of the King^B Pools, 
who for many jean seen» to hare been a faTourite 
attendant A few notices from the Treasurer'B Ac- 
counto may be here annexedy and it will be observed that 
he it, on more than one oocasion, but no doubt in de- 
rision, actually atyled Sir Thomas Nornee. The mea- 
sure of this sadrical effusion may remind the reader of 
Ghaucer's lUme of Sir Thopas. 

In August 1503, Nomee received a doublat of birge 
satin, hose of yellow carsay, &c In April 1504, a coat 
of yellow and black chamlot, a doublat of birge saun, 
and a pair of carsay hose, red and yellow ; also a coat 
of carsay, red and yellow, and a doublat of gray milan 
f ustiane. There are many similar entries at subsequent 
dates, which include bonnets, shoes, and other articles 
of dress, but which need not be detailed. In May 1505, 
L^, 10s. was giyen '* to the wif quhur Nomee lay sick 
in the Sennis." July 23, '' for ane hors to Nomee, L.3." 
In August that year, * Sir Thomas Nomee' accom- 
panied James the Fourth to Whithom ; and when the 
King was in the North, lOs. was paid by his command 
** to Sir Thomas Nomee." In short, he appears to 
have been a regulär attendant upon the King in his 
joumeys from one part of the country to another. In 
1511-12, March 24, the Treasurer paid ^ to Thomas 
Noray, fule, in elimotfe, at his passage to Saint James, 
56s. ;" and August 5, « to Schir Thomas Nomy, one pur 
schone, price 16d." 

Line 16. Off the Glen Quhettane, ^c] That is. He 
droTe away twenty score of ozen belongiDg to the Clan 
Qubattane, or Gbattan, probably the Mackintoshes. 

Line 25, &c.] The names of the persons mentioned in 
this verse were probably all familiär in our Poet's time 
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by means of populär ballads or tales. Of these, Robenu 
under Beuche Ib evidently meant for Robin Hood ; and 
Ailan Beil may be a mistake for ** Adam Bell/' who» 
aloDg with ** Clym of the Cleugheand Wyllyam of Clou- 
desle," is celebrated in an early metrical tale, reprinted 
in Ritaon's ** Pieces of Ancient Populär Poetry." Boffer 
of Clehkifuklewch and Simones sons of Quhynfeü, are 
personages now unlcnown to fame ; while Guy of Oie- 
bome is the Bubject of one of the Robin-Hood ballads, 
which was first printed in Percy's Reliques. Mr Rit- 
soN, in reprinting that bailad in bis very interesting pub- 
lication, ** Robin Hood," has quoted these lines by Dun- 
bar, ^ as the only further memorial which has occurred 
conceming him, [Guy of GisborneJ where he is named 
along with our hero, Adam Bell, and oiher worthies, it 
is conjectured, of a similar stamp, but whose merits 
have not, less fortunately, come to the knowledge of 
posterity." (Vol. i. p. 1 14.) 

Line 37. Quhentyne,] This verse probably had some 
allusion to a saying, or satirical composidon, by Quin- 
tyne, the poet. 

Lines 43 and 48. Currie.] The person here mention- 
ed was one of the King's fools, and bis name occurs 
very frequently in the Treasurer's Accounts, between 
June 1496 and June 1506, when particular sums were 
pdd either for bis expenses, and bis dress, (usually 
including a red and yellow coat of carsay,) or as an 
allowance to ihe person who kept or attended him. His 
knaif or servant was no doubt " Law, Curryis man," 
whose name also occurs in the same record. Curry 
must have died about the end of May 1506, as on the 
2d of June the Treasurer paid ** for the tyrment and 
expenses maid on the furthbringing of Curry, deliverit 
to Sir Andro Makbrek, 46s. 8d."-- << Item, payit to Johne 
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Knoz wif for keping, walldngy and expenseB of Curry 
liand teik, 4l8. ;" and on the Idtb, "^ Item, be the Kingia 
command to the wif quhair Cun-7 lay seik, 188." In the 
aame AceountSy we meet with frequent entries respect- 
iag Corryis mother, Daft Anne» Curryis wif» Peter 
Curry» Curryis broder, and Law» Curryis man, 

Line SO. Lord of every fuiüJ] These Pools seem to 
have been pretty numerous. Thus, there were Thomas 
Nomy» Curry, Law, Curryis man, John Bute, Spark, John 
Butte man, John Wallas, and Cuddy Rig, all of whom are 
apecially mentioned in the course of these Notes. In the 
Treasurer's Accounts we meet with the names of vari- 
Otts others, such as Joly Johne, the English fule, 1488 to 
1492, ane fule callit Hammilton, 1497, Johne Rouch» 
1502 to 1505, Jok, fule in Dunde, 1503, Jok, fule of 
Abirdene, 1505, Swagger, Sir William Murray's fule, 
1505, Quhtesilgibboun in Palkland, 1508, and the fule 
Bille How, 1508 ; and likewise sundry others called 
^ Jestours," who may have exercised the same fayourite 
and probably lucrative profession. 

y. R.— Lines 1, Nou> lystU ; 30, Of thocht war; 32, 
Nor aU 

ON HIS HEID-AKE. Page I2a 

This Short address occurs only in Reidpeth's MS., 
and is now first printed. It conveys in brief but pa- 
thetic terms the Poet's excuse, on some particular occa- 
aion» for bis inability, when setting himself to hte daily 
occupation, to compose what might be worthy of the 
King's notice. 

To mak, in line 2, as to dyt, in line 6, means to cont" 
pose, or to endite, although mak implies to compose in 
verse. Line 15 should probably read walAin in no wise. 
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WELCUM TO BERNARD STEWART, &<v— P. 129. 

« 

This poem^ which was printed at Edinburgh hj 
Cfaepman and Myllar, in 1508, is not contained in any 
of the old MS. collections. The penon whom the 
Poet has so happily styled * The Fiour of ChUtirj,* 
and French writera, ' Le Chevalier sans Reproche,' 
from his having been esteemed one of the motit gallant 
and valiant Knights of his time, was descended from the 
Stewarts of Dernelay^and inherited the title and estates 
of Aubignjr, in France, by succession. He was also 
Viceroy of Naples, and Govemor of Milan. His first 
appearance in a public capacity was in March 1484, 
when sent by Charles the Eighth of France, as his am* 
bassador to Scotland, for renewing the ancient League 
between the two kingdoms. In the following year, be 
eminently distinguished himself at Bosworth-Field, 
where he commanded the French auxiliaries to Henry 
Duke of Richmond, and is celebrated by Sir John 
Beaumont in his heroic poem of '* Bosworth-Field." 
London, 1629,. 8vo. A few lines of that poem may be 
quoted, in regard to Bemard, Lord Aubigny, ' A blos" 
som ofthe Stewarts* happy line,* 

<' The ronf whofle rays the heayen with beauty crown, 

Fiom his ascending to his going down, 

Saw not a braver leader in that age ; 

And Bosworth-Field must be the glorions etage 

In which this Northern ei^le leams to fly, 

And try those wings which after raise him high ; 

When he, beyond the snowy Alps renown'd, 

Shall plant French lilies in Italian ground, 

And cause the craggy Appenine to know 

What fruits on Caledonian mountains grow." 
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It has been usually stated that Aubigny arrived in 
ScoUandy on his aecond embaaBy, in 1504. This, how- 
ever, ia a mistake, proceeding on tfae inaccurate man- 
ner in which Lindesay of Pitacottie haa noticed hia last 
airiFa]^ under a wrong data. A meaaage, indeed, came 
from Aubigny that year, aa we learn from the foUow- 
ing entriea in the Treasurer'a Accounta :— « 1504, Sept. 
26. Item, to Bemard Stewartia man of France» quhilk 
come to tbe King, L.8, Sa. Item, to the aamyn man, to 
mak the quhit horais ezpensia quhilk the King send to 
Bemard Stewart, L.8, lOa." It waa not tDl May 9th, 
1508, that Aubigny himaelf arrived in Scotland, having 
come through England with a train of 80 horse ; and 
he waa received at the Scotish Court with all the 
honour and respect due to a peraon ao distinguished. 
It waa undoubtedly on this occaaion (and not in 1504, 
aa atated by the present Editor, in the preface to the 
facsimile'reprint of Chepman'a Tracta) that Dunbar'a 
poem was compoaed. 

Of this panegyrical address, only one copy of the 
original edition, by Chepman and Myllar, haa been dia- 
covered, and that, unfortunately, is imperfect It haa 
the following title :— 

CT)e ballatre of ane tisf^t notle bictotiu» $c nifigl^ts Totti 
aSatnattv Stetoart lottr of Slu!)i0ns etle of ideaumosit toget 
unti honnfht coiutoloute anti diametlane ot^inate to t))e maütt 
f^tt mmt excellettt ^ mtiisA ctscftgn ytince Hofi^ iting of 
ftance itttgs^t of f^i» otliottte Capitane of f^t tepgng of i^ta 
lio^S Con^ueteut of Naplt0 uvitt bm^ui^ile onuitable senetal 
of tf)e »amt CompiUt htfSinisAix SaEillgam tiumliat: at ti)e 
staiti loxtii» cumsng to i&tymbttts|)e in Scotlanti nttCti in ane 
tsfl!)t excellent emiiaiKaatf ta ftft Miti maiist ttusAin ftins to onv 
maiirt Sottuetane Xotb an)i l)ictotriu0 vtixitt Jameje; ti)e fet^e 
ttfingof Scottis. 
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Dunbar in this poem ezpresses his intention of cele- 
brating at greater length the exploits of this distiDguiah- 
ed pereoiiy but» as will be seen from the next poem, he 
was constrained to change his notes of welcome into 
lamentatioD, and this intended work in all probabilitj 
wbA never commenced. That the ezploits of Aubigny 
were worthy of Dunbar's Muse» will appear to those 
who inquire into his history, regarding which many 
interesting notices from early writers will be found 
coUected in the * Genealogical History of the Stewarts,' 
by Andrew Stuart, Esq. p. 197, &c. Lond. 179S. 4to. 

Line 8. With glorie.] At the end of this and the 
other Verses, ^üme should probably be, for the sake of 
euphony, (as at line 56,) gioire» Sunyhe in line 91, in 
the original is noyne. 

Line 27. That never taw Scot yet mdigent, ^c] Here 
ihe Poet expresses what he himself might have experi- 
enced during some of his foreign peregrinations, Lord 
Aubigny being a liberal encourager of menof learning. 

Line 89, &c.] In this verse the Poet expresses what the 
several letters contained in the name Bernardys beto- 
kened: Had the conclusion ofthis poem beenpreserved, 
there is little doubt we should have seen the letters of 
his Bumame illustrated in a similar manner. 

ELEGY ON BERNARD STEWART, &c.— P. 133. 

Lord Aubigny, as stated in the Notes to the prece- 
dlng poem, arrivedin Scotland on his Second Embassy 
from the King of France, May 9th, 1508. He was then 
advanced in years, and in a precarious State of health ; 
and he did not long survive,eitber toparticipate intiie 
rejoicings on occasion of his arrival, or to conclude the 
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otgect of bU embawr, M hediedinthebegludngoftlie 
Bubsequent month, U tke aeat of Forreater of Cor- 
•torphine, in the neigbbourhood of Edinburgh. Thia is 
provedbytbecopf of bis Lut Will and TeBtanient,snd 
the iDventorj othiBeBect»,ükcB,itituid, öfter hit dt- 
ctatt, OD the Sih of June, 1508. (Stuarfs Geneal. Hiet. 
p. 207.) Oq the läib of tbat montb, also, the Trcaiurer 
gave 14a. "aa the Kingie Offerand at m^ Lord Awblg- 
nea aaule meea." 

Lord Aubigny ia usuall)' aa(d to have l!>een inteired 
in the aouth aiele of Caratorpbine Church, where the 
tomb of a aiogle recumbent figur« in armour, has, for 
tnore than b centurjr, continued to be pointed out as 
having b«en erected to bis memory. (Monteitb's 
Theater of Mortality, p. 27, Edio. 1713.) 

The following is a alight elcetch of the raid monument. 
wbich haabeencarefullf preaerved in the courae ofthe 
recent alierations made on tbe old paiiah Church of 
CoTstorphine. 
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That thifl monument was that of Lord Aubigny ap- 
pears, however, aa Mr Wood (Peerage, vol. ii. p. 98) 
well observes, to be very questionable, since not only 
\n bis latter will^ made very sbortly before bis deatb, Au- 
bigny expressly desired that be might be interred in tbe 
Church of tbe Black Friars of Edinburgh (whicb was 
bumed down in 1528), but tbe arms on tbe monument 
in question are those of Forrester and not Stewart. 

Dunbar's Elegy on Aubigny, wbich must tbus bave 
been written in June, 1508, is preserved in Reidpeth's 
MS. and is now first printed. Sir D.'Lyndsay has imi- 
tated tbis poem, both in tbe structure of verse and in 
some of tbe expressions, in bis Deploration of tbe Death 
of Quene Magdalene,in 1537. (Works, vol. ii. p. 178.) 



AGANIS TREASON.— Page 135. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maitland, and ReidpetL. — Tbis 
invective against treason is said to bave been coroposed 
as an Epitaph for Donald Owre. Tbis Donald was a 
natural sonof Angus, tbe natural son of John Lord of tbe 
Isles; and having usurped that title, he was, with some 
of bis abettors, forfeited in 1503, wben tbe Western 
Islands of Scotland became tbe property of tbe Crown. 
Tbe name Donald Owre, in tbe Gaelic signifies ' Donald 
tbe dark brown man.' He is incidentally mentioned by 
tbis name in tbe Treasurer's Accounts, 1496, April 28. 
^ Item, to Donald Owris man at tbe Kingis command, 
18s." 1497-8, Marcb 1, <'Item, to Donald Owr at tbe 
Kingis command, in tbe toun of Air [Aberdeen ?] L.2, 
16b. 8d." '' Item, to ane man of Donald Owris, tbe 
King send away erandis, Us." The King bad two hens- 
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men, Donald, and Ronald of the Idee; and Margaret 
of the Islea, a aister of theirs probably, was also at 
Court, during the latter part of his reign. 

Line 40. Ay rynnis the fox^ quhülhefute hes,'] A 
proverbial expression which occura in Henryson's fable 
of < The Court of Beasts/ p. 29. 

It may be noticed that Sir Richard Maitland, in his 
poem on the TheviB of Liddisdai], has imitated the mea- 
8ure of Dunbar'8 poem. 

V. R.— Linea 8, So terribill; 27, Kynd hes aü reffar^ 
theiffand tratour ; 80, thai heffoff; Sl, fawld ; 32, gevin 
als qftforfrawd; 85, him hawd. 



TESTAMENT OF ANDREW KENNEDY.— P. 137. 

This aatirical poem was printed by Chepmanand Myl- 
lar in 1508, and is also contained in the MSS. of Ban- 
natyne, Maitland, and Reidpeth. ** This," says Lord 
Hailes, '* is a singular Performance ; it represents the 
character of a drunken graceless scholar. The altemate 
lines are composed of shreds of the breviary, mixed 
with what we call Dog^Latin, and the French Latin de 
Ckiisine" Both Warton (Hist. of E. P.) and Kippis, 
in his article Dunbar (Biographia Britannica, vol. v.) 
haveborrowedLord Hailes's sentiments regarding this 
poem, which they say '' represents the character of an 
idle dissolute scholar, and ridicules the funeral cere- 
monies of the Romish Communion. Almost every line 
is composed of the formularies of a Latin will, and 
shreds of the Breviary, mixed with what the French call 
Latin de Cuisine, There is some humour in the Perfor- 
mance, arising from these burlesque applications.' 
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The reader will naturally ask, who was the peraon 
thus characterised by Dunbar as a drunken graceless 
Scholar. In MSS. MaiUand and Reidpetb, the name of 
Walter instead of Andrew having been erroneously sub- 
stituted, the very prejudicial inference has been drawn 
that Dunbar intended, by such ridicule, to asperse the 
memory of Walter Kennedy the Poet. No Single line in 
the enüre poem seems to be at all applicable to that yery 
eminent writer ; and if we had not had the authority of 
Chepman's original edition, and of Bannatyne's MS.9in 
reading Andrew Kennedy» it might have been sufficient 
for the vindication of ourauthor could we have shown 
(what has been doubted) that a person of that name 
was known at Court when Dunbar's poem must 
have been composed. That we should be Igno- 
rant of bis history need excite no surprise» as such 
characters have no particular Claims on posterity. 
But in the Treasurer's Accounts, that fertile source 
for the illustration of Dunbar's poetry, are the fol- 
lowing entries : 1502, August 21, ''Item, for ane hors 
bocht to Jok Bailye [one of the King's hensmen], and 
syne was geffin to Andro Kennedy, be the Kingis com- 
mand, 50s." Two days previously, *' Item, the xix day 
of August, to Andro Kennedy, be the Kingis command, 
28s." Again, in 1503, Sept. 8. '< Item, to the said Andro 
[Ay toun] that he gaif to Andro Kennedy, in Maij bipast, 
to pas to Wigtoun to the King, with ane Relique of 
Sanct Niniane, 14s." A grant made to one " Andro 
Kennedy," May 13, 1501, also occurs in the Privy 
Seal Register, vol. ii. fol. 51. 

The late Octayius Gilchrist, in his remarks on 
Macaronick poetry, (Brydges' Gensura Literaria,vol.iii. 
p. 359,) in mentioning Theophilus Folengo of Mantua, 
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known best ander hie assumed name of Merlinus Co- 
caius, as the suppoeed inventor ofthat kind of verse» in 
bis * Opus Macaronicum/ first printed in 151 7, says *' be 
was preceded by tbe laureat Skelton, wbose works were 
printed in 1512, wbo was bimself anticipated by tbe 
great genius of Scotland, Dunbar, in bis ' Testament of 
Andre Kennedy,' and tbe last must be considered as tbe 
revirer or introducer of Macaronic or burlesque poetry." 

Tbis opinion, bowever, is not quite correct, as tbe 
mixture eitber of Latin and Eoglisb words, or in alter- 
nate lines, as used by Skelton and Dunbar, does not con- 
stitute wbat is called Macaronic verse, tbe peculiarity 
of wbich consists in tbe use of Latin words and of yer- 
nacular words witb Latin terminations, usually in bezap 
meter verse. One of tbe earliest and most celebrated 
pieces of tbe kind wbicb is known in tbis country, is 
Drummond of Hawtbomden's Polemo-Middinia. — Witb 
regard to Skelton, wbose works bave never been col« 
lected, tbe edition announced by tbe Rev. Alexander 
Dtce, to wbom Englisb literature is already so much 
indebted, cannot fall to be a most acceptable publication. 
Witb tbe exception of Hawes, no otber Englisb poet du« 
ring the reignsof Henry VII. and VIILis worthy of much 
notice ; and Skelton's genius was of so peculiar a kind^ 
displaying such strilcing powers of invective, as well as 
of bumorous or burlesque satire, and socbaracteristic of 
tbe age in wbich he lived, as to render it desirable that 
bis poetical remains should be collected, and for tbe 
first time publisbed under tbe eye of a zealous and 
accomplisbed editor. 

Line 8. JHabolus incamatus,] See Lyndsay's ' Satyre 
of the Three Estates,' (Works, vol. iL p. 21.) 

Line 40.] After tbis line, the foUowing verse occurs 
in MS. Maitl. 
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Thair wald I be beriet, me tlünk, 

Or beir my bodie ad tabernam ; 
Qubair I may feil tbe savour of drink 

Syne syng for me requiem eternam. 

These lines have some resemblance to part of the 
celebrated convivial song by Walter de Mapes, — 

Mihi est propositum in tabema mori, 
Vinum Bit appositum morientis ori» 
Ut dicant cum venerint Angelorum cbori 
Deufl eit propitias huic potatori* 

Line 28. Lait^ and wraith,] ** Let him but give me 
drink, and I forgive both bis disgusts and bis anger." — 
Hailes. 

Line 32. Jlfy Lordis bed ofstait] ** Tbe bed in the 
principal bed-chamber, called the chawmyr of dice, i. e. 
chambre au dais, having a canopy." — Hailes. 

Line 34. Ofwarldis gud I had na mair»] Had, a typ. 
err. for bad, that is, I desired no other worldly goods. 

Line 37. In a draf midding,] ** After having con- 
signed bis soul to the wine-cellar, he Orders bis body to 
be laid on a heap of brewer's grains." — Hailes. 

Line 49. The best aucht I bought.] ** In the Law- Latin 
ofthat age, ' Melius averium de conquestu.* " — Hailes. 

Line 50. Propter cape,] " By way of caupes. Skene, 
De verborum signißcatione, says, * Caupes, calpes in 
Galloway and Carrict, quhairof mention is maid in the 
actes of parliament, James IV. p. 2, c. 18, 19, signifies 
ane gift, quhilk an man in bis awin lifetime, and liege 
poustie, gives to bis maister, or to onie uther man, that 
is greatest in power and authoritie, and specialis to the 
head and chiefe of the dann, for bis maintenance and 
protection.' " — Hailes. Caupes, levying of pretended 
benevolence, &c See Pinkerton's Hist vol. ii. p. 391. 
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Line 52. Than I gchrew my Bcawpe.] u e, '* Then 
sbrew my scalp. Curse mj head« or^ msj evil light on 
mj head." — Hailes. 

Line 53. I caUit my Lord my heid, but hiddelL] 
** I privately informed the Earl of Gassilis, chief of the 
name of Kennedy. His predecessor Gilbert Kennedy 
obtained from James IL a grant of being Caput totiua 
prosapim su<b, to bim and bis beirs-male for ever." 
— Hailbs. 

Line 55. We wer ah sib as seifand riddilL] ** We 
were as nearly related as sieves of different bores and 
finenesB, made of wood from tbe same forest See 
Kelly, Scots proverbs, A. No. 186." — Hailes. It is an 
old proverbial expression, and occurs at line 476 in tbe 
' Tales of tbe Preists of Peblis/ nearly in tbe same 
words, wbere it is said of tbe Clerk wbo feigned bim- 
self a fool» 

Unto tbe Kirk be came, befoir tbe King, 
Witb clab, and cote» cmd monie bell to ring, 
Dieu gard, Sir King, I bid nocbt bald in biddill 
I am to you aa sib aa seif is to ane riddeL 

Line 60. TAe Maister of Saint JiUane,] ** Tbe pre- 
ceptor of St Antbony's bospital : tbe order of St Antbony 
bad only one monastery in Scotland, at Leitb, now 
called tbe Soutb Kirk (Spottiswood's Religion^ Houses 
in Scotland, c 3.)" — Hailes. Tbe preceptory of St 
Antbony in Leitb, was founded in 1435, by Robert Lo- 
gan of Restalrig. Tbere was also a cbapel and bermi- 
tage consecrated to St Antbony, looking down upon 
tbe royal palace and Abbey of Holyrood, from an accli- 
Tity on tbe nortb side of Artbur's Seat, and of wbicb 
somedilapidated ruins still remain. (AmofsEdinburgb, 
p. 225. Cbalmers's Caledonia, vol. ii. p. 769.) 
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Line 63. Qui nunquamß^rieat mendacia. 

Bot quhen the kolyne growis grene.] A prover- 
bia] expression of false persona : " He lies never but 
when the holen is green." i. e. He lies at all times. (D. 
FergUBBon's ScoUish Proverbs. Edinburgh, 1641, 4to.) 
Line 65. Äfyfals wynning.] *' To »«ene, is to lament ; 
hence the word tohiiu ; as if he had sud, * I leave mj 
hypocritical whinning to the knavish friars, ^t con^ 
ductiplorant infunereJ "•— Hailbs. 

Line 73. To Jok the Fule.] Lord Halles observes, 
Chat In the family of every person of distinetion, ihere 
was a jester maintained, generally a composition of 
knave and fool ; and he refers to Pitscottie to show that 
James the Fifth had a fool called John Mackilrie. From 
the Treasurer's Accoant8,howeTer,we learnthe names 
of Bome of the Fools who formed part of the estab- 
lishment of James the Fourth, at the time when this 
poem was written. Among these, ' Jok Fule,' who is 
here mendoned, was no doubt Johne Wallass, the fule, 
(sometimes styled 'Dafi Jok the Fule,') who attended 
the King when at St Andrews in October, 1504. He 
died in the summer of 1508, as on June 19th, 168. 
was paid ** for Jok Wallass tyrment" 

Line 81, &c.] ** This stanza is obscure, because we are 
not acquainted with Maister Johnie Clerk. He was, pro- 
babl7,an Ignorant practitioner in physic, who took upon 
himself to prescribe in Latin without understanding 
the language. Such a person prescribing for the teeth 
might say, R. < ad curandos eates;* catching at an im- 
perfect sound, as the Ignorant universally do : a tri- 
fling circumstance of this kind was sufficient to point 
the Satire of the poet at Maister Johnie Clerk."— 
' Hailbs. This is not a verj satisfactory ezplanation ; 

VOL. II. X 
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yet, belog unable to throw any light on tbe precise 
meaning of this passage, I refrain from hazarding idle 
coDJectures on tbe subject 

Line 96. Non siaä more solito,] See tbe directions 
given in tbe Testament of Squyer Meldnim for bis 
funeral. (Lyndsay's Works, vol. ii. p. 314.) 

Line 103. Wiih hie stevm.] " Voice or sound; it 
seems tobe connected witb tbe foUowing line, ' Po^ 
tum meum cum fletu miscebam,' As if be bad said, 
' Slnglng this ttave of tbe penitentlal psalm, witb many 
tears. ' " — Hailes. ** Witb tbat Terse, or stanza, in tbe 
Psalms, ' / have mingled my drink with weeping* " — 
Warton. 

Line 107. Dies illa, ^c] Tbis is tbe first line, tbe 
words being transposed, of tbe celebrated bymn on tbe 
resurrection, in tbe Missal, wbicb was sung at funerals. 

Dies ir», dies iUa, 

Solyet seeclum in favilla, kc 

See it printed in Sir Alex. Groke's Essay on Rby- 
ming Latin Verse, p. 134. Oxford, 1828, 8to. 

Line 115. Than hardely sing.] ** Tban sing bardily, 
or witb confidence." — Hailes. 

Line 116.] " A Terse in tbe Psalms. See otber in- 
stances in Dunbar (vol. i. page 198.) In George Ban- 
natyne's MS. are many examples of tbis mixture, tbe 
impropriety of wbicb was not, perbaps, perceived by 
our ancestors."— Warton. 

COMPLAINT TO THE KING.-Page 142. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpetb.— " Tbis complaint 
is written in a passion, wbicb is a great enemy to clear- 
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ness. An author may find occasion to give his writing 
a zest of Bupreme Indignation; and no cause can be 
stronger than this of Dunbar, the seeing blockheads pre- 
ferred to him by caprice, or ignorance ; but he should 
al ways be cool, even when expressing the stemest anger 
and contempt, eise .bis pages will be obscure, and all 
the fire be lost in smoke. Many harsh names in this piece 
I cannot explain." — ^Pinkerton. As Maitland's MS. is 
very illegible, it is no wonder Mr Pinkerton should 
have been unable to make out many of these harsh 
names, and have to omit some lines near the conclusion, 
which the other MS. fortunately supplies. 

Line 72. Throw all Regiouns,] Here Dunbar dis- 
tinctly alludes to his having been employed in the 
King's senrice in foreign lands, and where he had un- 
dergone tein or teyne, sorrow, of which his writings 
had bome witness. 

REMONSTRANCE TO THE KING.— Page 145. 

This poem is preserved in Maitland's MS., and is 
now first printed. Pinkerton styl es it, *^ An angry 
address to the King by Dunbar, mentioning the many 
officers, flatterers, &c. about Court ; and reproaching 
the King that he had no place. Consisting almost solely 
of abusive names, and, being nearly the same with Dun- 
bar*s Complaint (he adds) it was not transcribed." 
Notwithstanding this, I conceive it is one of the most 
curious productions of our author, from its present- 
ing such a singular picture of the Court of James 
the Fourth, probably about 1509. From the mention of 
Printers, in line 16, it is evident at least that this poem 
must have been written subsequent to June 1 507, when 
the art of printing was first introduced into this country, 
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under tlie King*« auspices, by Walter Chepha.n and 
An DRBw Mtllar. Chepman had been long employed 
as a general merchant, and from the exteneive traffic 
which he carried on, migbt be considered well fitted 
as an agent to bring over foreign workmen and the 
materials for printing. See the introduction to the re- 
prlnt of ^' The Knightly Tale of Golagrus and Gawane, 
and other Ancient Poems." Edinburgh, 1827. 4to. 

Line 1. Schir yehavemony Servitouri»»] Itwould 
be Foreign to the purport of this work to illuBtrate at any 
lengtii the varloua objects and pursuita of the Scotish 
Monarch, or eren to enumerate the namea of those ar- 
tista and other persona whom the poet here mentions 
in general terms. In the metrical romance of Cla- 
rioduB there is a passage which might have been sug- 
gested to the translator by the encouragement of ar- 
tists at the Court of James the Fourth. In preparing 
a triumphal banquet for Meliades, a " fair hall of tur- 
nour werk" being ordered to be prepared: 

Thit foTsaid Knicht gart search all tbe countrie, 

And fetchit thair all werkmen that war slee, 

Wriclitia, and maisters of geometriej 

And maist practitioneris of theotrie, 

Carvori, painters, and subtillest devysers, 

To mak the listis to the interprisers, &c.^(P. 93.) 

Line 25—84. And thavght that I, Sfc] These lines 
may remind the classical reader of Ovid's Nee Jovis 
ira, ^c. (Hetam. xt. 871) and Horace^s Exegi mo- 
numentum 4«., (Carm. III. xxx.) On this occasion^ when 
Dunbar asserted bis own worth, as if he looked for- 
ward with confidence to the award of posterity, he 
is not chargeable with any undue degree of self-esteem. 
Similar instances might be quoted from Engliah poets 
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—such as Spenser in his Shepherd's Kalender, and 
Shakespeare in his Sonnets, of thus paraphraaing add 
applying to themselves the words of tbe Latin poet 
Douglas also, in his translation of Virgil, in 1 51 3, adopts 
a similar mode of ezpression, when he takes final leave 
of poetry and the agreeable occupations of his youth— • 
Now is my werk^ &c. (p. 480. edit. 1710.) In the case 
of Dunbar, his words merelj ezpress his indignant 
foelings, on beholding the manner in which the respeo 
tive Claims of two very different classes of men were 
treated at the Scotish Court ; for while he commends 
the King for his liberality to men of science and talent, 
and says it was both honourable and profitable to give 
employment to such persons, he, at the same time, 
inveighs in no measured terms on his indiscriminate 
favour bestowed on the crowd of importunate, idle, 
and worthless characters who intercepted his Ma- 
jesty's favour from deserving objects. It is satisfac- 
tory, indeed, to think that James caunot be accused of 
having overlooked Dunbar's merits by aUowing him 
* to Sit unserved,' although he might not haye taken the 
most effectual method to benefit the poet 

Line 66. Thatfeistit at Cokelbeis gryeeJi This al- 
ludes to a coarse but humorous produetion of that age 
called * Colkelbye Sow,' preserved in Bannatyne's MS., 
and printed in *<Select Romains, &c." Edin. 1822, 4 to. 

Line 73. Panence,] Probably an error for patUnce ; 
&8 le09 of, in ]. 76, may be for lessen ; and /er, in 1. 79» 
for /er«. 

PETITION TO THE KING, &c.— Page 149. 

. In this siDguiar Performance, tbe FoetrepreseDts him- 
sclf under the character of au old grey>horse, wornout 
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in tfae KiDg*8 Service. By some chance the poem has 
been preserved in detached fragments. Maitland's 
MS., aa printed by Pinkerton, contains lines 23 to 47, 
with the exception of SO, 36, and 42 ; it has also part of 
the next verse, but almost illegible. In Reidpeth's 
MS. the poem occurs as fragments, in no less than 
three different parts of the volume. These consist of, 
(1.) Lines 23 to 53, omitting 30, 36, 42, and 48, as in 
MS. Maitl. (2.) Lines 55 to 65, excepting 58 and 60, 
and oddly enough joined to a different poem by Dun- 
bar : see Note to vol. i. page 253. (3.) Lines 1 to 24, 
excepting 6, 12, and 18, but accompanied with the 
^ Responsio Regis," which is printed on page 152. 
Thus it will be seen that the chief liberty taken is in 
repeating the 2d line of the bürden of the poem, which 
the transcriber had omitted in most of the stanzas. 

What the bürden of this complaint signifies, is some- 
what uncertain« The words are : — " Sir, let it never 
be told in the toun that I should be an yuillis ycdd^ 
Pinkerton, at line 24, copied them * that I should 
be an howlis hald^ and asks, '* Is howlis hald^ a 
ruin — an owl's habitation ? *' As howlis hald * seemed 
inexplicable,' Mr Sibbald, in reprinting the fragment 
from Pinkerton, substituted ane owtler hald, which 
might have been equally so, without this comment: 
*' Considered as an, ouilj/er, or neglected person ; 
the Word (he adds) signifies literally a horse, or 
horned beast that is not housed during the winter." 
Out-lier may be considered as an English word, which 
Dr Bentley uses as applied to persona non-resident In 
a letter written in 1716, he speaks of the party who 
were opposed to him, as having *' sent messengers for 
all their outliers, within twenty miles of Cambridge, to 
come to the election.*'^(Monk's Life of Bentley, vol. 
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i. p. 424.) It isy hovrever, onlj of importance to know 
what Ute words in the MS. signify. It appean from 
sonie of the corresponding lines, that yald might be 
pronounced yawd or yaud, meaning properly an old 
horse or mare in the sense of the E^jade^ a hone of no 
spirit, a worthless nag ; and yuiUU evidently means of, 
or pertaining to, Yule or Ghristmaa. The expression, 
therefore, might have been pro?erbial, although ita pro« 
per signification is now lost Mj friend Mr R. Jamib- 
soN, informs me '' that a superatition prevailed in Mo- 
rajTBhire, about50 years ago, to the effect that no female 
would leave her work in the draik (i. e. unfinished) on 
Christmas Eve, for fear she should be YuU^s yaud* 
Everjr girl was to finish the stocking she was knitting, 
the flaz upon her rock, &c., in good time upon Christmas 
Ere, and then put every thing in order, all over the 
house, before going to bed, otherwise she should be 
Yfde^a yaud during the nezt year ; but whether in the 
idea that the yaud or mare was to be ridden by Yule, 
the Night*Mare, or the Fairies, I cannot say." 

Line 3. Crillettis] Some kind of horse, probably a 
filly or young mare. The word occurs in Rowlis 
GursiDg, line 178, (vol. ii. p. 185) : Also in Henryson's 
Fahles, p. dl. 

The jolie Gilet, and the gentle Steid, 

The Aase, the Male, the Horse of erery kind. 

Line 13. iSjtyp] or gnyp, i. e. to eat, or crop grass 
like any other horse. See also line 46. 

Line 25. An auld yaid aver,] ** An old wom out 
horse ; yaid or yede^ signifying gone, spent or wästed.*' 

— SiBBALD. 

Line 27. And had the sirenth of all Stranaver,] 
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Strathnaver, a district in Sutherlandshire, introduced 
eTidendy 01Ü7 for tbe rhyme. In Reidpeth's MS. it is 
Slerne-erne. Mr Pinkerton copied the words from MS. 
Maid, tlius:— TA« strtmgthU of aü strene bevü, and 
■uggetted whether il ougbt to be Bevü the hero of ro- 
mance ! Mr Sibbald thinking «uch a line to be '* appa- 
rently nonsense," substituted '^the »trauh qfawstrene 
bojfvar" which apparentlj makes no better sense, al- 
though he gave it this explanation, * a spirited horse.' 

Line 46. JS^p.] See note to line 13. SirThomas EUiot, 
in bis * Boke of the Knowledge/ &&, speaks of per- 
Bons at Court, who, '* like a galled horse, abiding no 
plaisters, be always hnapping and kicldng at such ex- 
amples and sentences as they find do feel sharp, or to 
bite them." 

Line 58. Gna»in,'\ For the sake of the rhjme» 
should be ffnald orgnatcd. 

In the Memoir I aaid I would leave it for tbe Reader 
to form bis own conclusion, whether the ** Responsio 
Regis/' which is printed on page ld2, was written by the 
King himself, or added by Dunbar. Mr Chalmers, in 
his Poetical Romains of the Scotish Kings, London, 
1824, has printed ihese lines as a genuine production of 
James the Fourth. 

THE QÜEEN'S RECEPTION AT ABERDENE.— 

Page 163. 

This interesting historical poem, has been preserved 
in Reidpeth's MS., and is now first printed. It was in 
May 1511, that Queen Margaret made her first visit to 
the town of Aberdeen. Preparatory to this, the Magis- 
trates, on the last of April, framed an act, ordaimug 
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« the Beluum to pass thro the hail toune, and command 
and Charge all maner ef peraonea that hea any mjd« 
dingis upone tho forgait befor thar yettia and durria, 
to devoid) red, and clenge the Bamyn betwix thia and 
Sonday, under the pane of xl a./' and also to remoTe all 
Bwyne cruiffis from the high-atreet» under the penalty 
of the swyne being escheated, and a fine of yiii i. — 
(Burgh Records, vol. viii. p. 1180.) On the dth of 
May, the Magiatrates and Community having beencon- 
vened, ** all In ane Toice concordand, grantit, and freely 
conaentit to reaaaue owre Souerane Lady the Queyne 
ahhonorablie a$ anif burgh ofScotlandf except Edinburgh 
allanerlie;" for which purpoae, a aum of L.200 waa 
agreed to be raiaedaa Kpropine, or gift to her Majeaty, 
and Gommlaaionerawere appointed, with power to grant 
certala tacka or leaaea in reveraion» and alao the righta 
of fiqjihag belonging to the Community, for that pur- 
poae. Farther resolutionB were paesed for cleaning 
and adoming the town, and for theae preparations the 
inhabitants incurred a degree of expense considerably 
beyond their limited meana, (ib. pp. 1182-7, 1196 and 
7. Kennedy'a Annale of Aberdeen, voL i. p. 63. Aberd. 
1 81 S. 4to.) When King Jamea Tiaited the town, it waa 
uaual to offer him a propine. In 1505, thia conaiated *' of 
aix pair of torchea, one dozen of priketa, thirty aix ayfa 
of wax, twelve pounda of acorcheäts, and aa much wine 
aa the Master of the cellar inclined."— (Ib. vol. viiL p. 
508. Kenn. Ann. vol. i. p. 63.) 

Line 1. Beriail o/all toumis.] See Chalmera' Lynd- 
aay, vol. i. p. 367. 

Line 17. Ane fair Proceasian.] The whole atrain of 
the poem ia evidently that of an eyewitneea. Line 21 to 
32, containa a deacription of one of thoae pageanta or 
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mjrtteiies, which» as appears from the Council Regis* 
ten, the inhabitants of Aberdeen were then in the habit 
of seeing performed. 

Line 49. Hung wUh Tapestrie.'\ This was an usual 
practice during the Sixteenth Century. On the pre- 
■ent occaaion the Magistrates of Aberdeen ** Statute and 
ordaned the inhabitants to fumys and graith the staris 
of the forgait with arress werk daily» as efferis, — for the 
ressauing of our Souerane Lady the Quene." It was 
also ordained that such persons as brought " ony byr- 
kisy holingis, gyrss, herbis, or ony other of rare flouris, 
suld haf common passages, and sali have fre money and 
reddy sUuer for the samyn." 

Line 58. AlmndanÜie ran wyne*'\ Sir Richard Mait- 
land, of Lethington, in bis poem on the marriage of 
Queen Mary with her first husband Francis, the 
Dauphin of France, in 1558, says : — 

And at your Croce gar wyne rin sindrie wayis, 
As was tlie custome in our eldaria dayisy 
Quben that they maid triompbe for ony tliing. 
And all your stairis with tapeatrie gar hing. 

V.R.— Lines 3 and 37. A blank in the MS., for the 
words within brackets; 1. 12, velvot might be read ve/^ 
vous: 1. 33, Star; 1. 47, sabtand^ in the MS. husband, 

TO THE KING.— Page 156. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— <<Many of Dunbar's 
pieces (says Pinkerton) contain streng requests for a 
benefice, which seems to have been the utmost of bis 
wishes. He certainly deserved one better than those 
who had them.'* Sir D. Lyndsay says. 
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War I ane man wortby to weir ane croun, 

Aye quben tbare vaikit onj beneficeis, 

I sulde gar call ane congregatioun) 

The prencipall of all tlie prelaciMy 

Maist cunning clerkis, of universitiea^ 

Maist famous fatlieria of religioun ; 

With thair advyce, mak dispoaitiouns. — (VoL i. p. 344.) 

V.R. — Line 5, on na wyss ; 6, mereit mair ; $,foumian, 

TO THE KING.— Page 157. 

This address is preserved in Bannatyne's MS. Its 
general stram may suggest a resemblance wlth that 
of Chaucer to bis Empty Purse. ** This poem appears 
to have been written while the poet was yet in the 
practice of 'setting himself to sing and dance.' — We 
may suppose this to be one of tbe earliest of Dunbar's 
addresses to James IV., as it contains no request for a 
benefice. Hitherto, he probabiy thought himself secure 
of promotion.'* — Sibbald. 

Line l, Sanct Salvatour send silver sorrow,] *'Adivine 
band has visited me with the pains of poverty. This 
is conjectured to be the sense of the expression. Our 
forefathers, in their zeal for making saints, were pleased 
to make a Sanct Salvatour. The phrase silver sorrow, 
may imply the anguish arising from the want of ready 
money." — Hailes. 

Line 22. Na corses.] See note at page 294. 

TO THE KING.— Page 159. 

In MSS. Maltland and Reidpeth. — Feüt of Beneßce, 
in line 1^ says Pinkerton, seems to mean vacation of a 
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benefice. This poem was probably composed about 
the same time aa that at page 156, when we are told 
many benefices were vacant. 

Line 14. Carittu^ ffc] " The practice of mingüng 
Lathi and English, or Scotish, was then very frequent." 
PiNKBRTON. Without golng further, numerous ex- 
amplea will be found in the present volumes: 

y. R. — ^Linea 4, gest ; 13, lairdis ; 1 5, no ; 20, ay is ; 
21 j Swa thay ; 23, hang thame ; 26, varyit ; 27, that nane 
thairofcan be content ; 90, With kargest compt. 

TO THE KING.— Page 161. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maidand. — Lord Halles, in 
the ignorance wbich prevailed respecting the exact 
peiiod when Dunbar flourished, imagined that this and 
many other of bis poems were addressed to James the 
Fifth, instead of James the Fourth. 

Line 8. To cum to Iure that hea no leifi] ** Wbo is 
not permitted to come to Iure, or to bis master's band : 
A term of falconry." — Hailes. 

Line 13. Of quhome the gled dois prectikis preif,] 
*' That is, according to the glossary in Douglas's Virgil, 
' practice stratagems,' or * try tricks.'" — Hailes. Mr 
Sibbald, however, altered this line to Oft quhon the 
gled dois peirtrihkis preif. " Often when the gled feeds 
upon partridges." 

Line 18. The corchat cleif] " Divide a crocfaet. A 
term of music.'' — Hailes. 

Line 21. Ag farest faderis, Sfc,"] " The meaning is 
this,* Farrestfowls have always fairest feathers,although 
they scream instead of singing ; they sit faVoured in 
cages of silver, but in our own home-bred nest, nothing 
is hatched but owls.' This stanza allegoricaliy, and the 
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next, more directly, accuse James V. [James IV.] of an 
injurlous partiality to foreigners." — Hailes. 

Line 33. Rauf Coilybar, and Johne tre Reif.] 
*' Ralph Collier is a robber of no name, * caret quia 
vate sacrOy while Jobne tbe Reif, or Johny Armstrong, 
is immortalized in populär ballads." — Hailes. Rauf 
Coilyear, however, was no robber, and what is still bet- 
ter, non caruit vate, as tbe poem relating to ' Mauf Coly- 
earwith the thrawin brow,* has been fortunately recover- 
ed. It is in a very ancient style of alliterative veree, 
and has been reprinted in the collection of ^ Select Re- 
mains of the Ancient Populär Poetry of Scotland," from 
an unique copy ** imprented at Saint Androis be Robert 
Lekprevik." 1572. 4to. Lord Halles was mistaken in 
Bupposing that the populär tale of ' John the Reif or 
bailiff, had any reference to the Border hero, John 
Armstrong, who was executed in 1527; and conse- 
quently any poem relating to bis fate could not possibly 
have been alluded to by Dunbar. — See Percy's Re- 
liques, vol. iii. p. 179, for some notice of this curious 
poem, which has not hitherto been printed. 

Line 37.] " Have few good qualities, for which I 
may applaud myself, yet, come of Adam and of Eve, I 
wish to thrive as do others." — Hailes. 

Line 43. Pjfk-thank.] " I would attempt to turn spy, 
informer, or tale-bearer.*' — Hailes. 

Line 47. Flatter andfenye,] Dunbar elsewhere al- 
ludes to bis Inability to flatter like other people. See 
lines 68-70 of bis Dr^m, vol. i. p. 33. 

Line 49.] ** Scruples stay my reins, or check me in 
my course to promotion." — Hailes. 

Line 56. May nane, ^c] " Indeed you, Sir, can best 
eure my disease : bestow a benefice upon me, and see 
whether that will not recover me at once." — Hailes. 
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Line 61. / wes inyauth, Sfc] " When I was an Infant, 
my nune dandling me on her knees, called me Bishop, 
and yet, stricken as I am in years, I have not attained to 

a curacy. Asingular argument for obtaining prefer- 

ment» and a reason no less singular for repining at the 
waut of preferment I Tiie prognostications of nurses 
and goesips have been more fortunate in other cases 
than in that of poor Dunbar. Bishop Duppa says of 
Archbishop Spotiswood, * he was no sooner brought 
into the world, but a remarhable passage accompanied 
it; for among the rest that were present, not ordinary 
gossipers, but women of good note, there was one 
among them, who in a sober, though in aprophetic ßt, 
taking the child in her arms, called aloud to the rest 
in these or the like terms, You may all very well rejoice 
at the birth ofthis Childs for he will become the prop and 
pillar of this church^ and the main and chief instrument 
in the defendinff it, From whatprinciple this prediction 
came, or how »he was ihus inspired, I will not search 
into ; ' (Life of Archbishop Spotiswood, p. 2.) Were it not 
too presumptuous, I would attempt to search into what 

the Bishop so reverently touches. A child was born 

to a Presbyterian minister; one of the gossipers, of 
good note indeed, but still a gossiper, cried out, * Be 
blyth, cummeris, we half gottin a lad-baim ; I Warrant 
he will be a bra minister belyve.' Such is the very 
simple gossiping story, when divested of rhetorical Or- 
naments." — Hailes. 

Line 66. Jak, §fc,] *' Jok, fOrmerly a keeper of 
buUocks and heifers, makes a hawl of benefices, by 
means of secret calumny and false Suggestion, of more 
value 

Than all my lays beneath thebirchen shade.'* — Hailes. 
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Line 72.] " With a wallet>ful of dispensations, for 
incapacity, Don-residence, &&" — Hailes. 

Line 73. New.] Should evidently be never. 

Line 74. He playis with totum,] " Alluding to that 
game of chance called T totum, exploded from the fa- 
cility of perverting it to deceit See Rabelais, 1. i. c 22, 
and the notes to the words, * pille, nade, jocque, fore.' " 
—Hailes. 

V. R.->LineB 9, to mout; 1 1, forfett; \S,peirtrikkis ; 
14, undynd; 16, pairtie; 23, sit bot grief; 33, Mauf 
Coilyearis hind : 34, na conqueis than ; 49, leidis ; 62, 
CkdTdDandely ; 72, dele bund; 73, never ; 8\,Am sank 
into ; 83, Seand myselfl haif belief. 

OF DISCRETION IN ASKING.— Page 165. 

In MSS. Bannatyne (where it is also repeated), Mait- 
land, anH Reidpetb. — Asthese copies contain several va- 
riations, the most important may be here specified. Line 
3, And be thair caus as men may se; 4, And be thair 
nane, or. And quhair na cause is; 7, Cryis, gif me, gif 
me, intill a raine ; 8, dronis on ; 12, askis nathing but it 
he schervis; 14, without his guerdon; 21, his malst; 
22, He may it tyne with; 23, Infulische; 24, may serve ; 
26 to 30, this stanza is wanting in some copies; 86, Sum 
hes so much he tahis na cuir; 37, That of the winning 
tdk no laboure ; 38, Bot for his tyme no more hes he ; 
41, lang unschervit ; 44, Toflyt with. 

OF DISCRETION IN GIVING.— Page 167. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maitland, and Reidpetb. The 
poem is repeated in Bannatyne's MS., but breaks off at 
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line 34. These copies also vary in a number of minute 
particulars, some of which may be noticed. Line 7, 
grunching ; 9, aU mekle agane ; 1 1, tkank, mm charitie ; 
1 6» requirit ; 1 7, Quhill the pertewar be $o tyrit ; 1 9, The 
thankis are^ . . • expirit; 23, So grit ane; 28, Throtc 
wani ; 36, andfaeis new ; 38, And will nocht pay auld 
$chervand%$fie ; 89, Thoekt thai be nevir ; 41, can craftlie 
plenzie ; 40, Sum giffis ; 48, Thocht he ken weill the con- 
trarie; 49, So i$ thair mony now a dayis; 5l,for tluiir 
guidkewis; SS^tokneavis; öi,guidßndfewis; 58, To 
Utche, to rewill, and; 59, That he$ na witt. 

Line 2L Füll wretchitly.] '* Some give so Utile, and 
in so niggardlf a manner, that their gifts are despised, 
and they themselFes are generally reflected on as 
misers." — Hailes. 

Line 37. That yisterdayfra FlaTiderisßew,] ** This 
alludes to some mark of liberality with which foreigners 
had been distinguished. The common intercöurse be- 
tween Scotland and the Continent was by the Nether- 
lands. The mutual jealousy of the two nations made it 
difficult to pass from England to Scotland, even in the 
time of peace." — Hailes. 

Line 51. For thair thewis.] In "^S, Boa, for guid 
hewis. This Lord Hailes conceived to mean, ' for their 
ready address;' it rather signifies * for their good man- 
ners, or good qualities.' See Glossary to Chalmers' 
Lyndsay. 

Line 57. Kirhis of Sanct Bemard and Sanct JBrydJ\ 
*' If we knew in detail how ecclesiastical benefices were 
bestowed in those d^ys, we should probably discover 
this line to befsatirically personal./ — Hailes. 
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OF DISCRETION IN TAKING.-Page 171. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maitlaiid«and Reidpeth. — Tbese 
copiesy 88 in the two preceding parts, present occasional 
variatioiis : Lines 1, we wili sptik ; 2, ofna gud gifUs ; 8, 
Set he the rent, na eure gijffU he; 11, Thir barrounes ; 
13, dele in; ,,,ar raisitso hie ; 16, Thir; 26, Pairt takis 
beMie,andpairtbeland; ^7, and pairt fra . . . hishand; 
28, tit tqnm a ; 29, and than ; 33, Am he dois Ood gvha 
dois htm sie ; 34, to tdk it all he wald nocht ; 36, warldis 
breid; 43, QuhiU smaü taharie. 

The following lines occur in MS. Haiti., after 
line35. 

Stude I na mair aw of man nor God, 
Than suld I tak baytb evin and od, 

Ane end of all tliing tliat I see, 
Sic justice is nocht worth ane clod ; 

In taking sould discretion be. 

Line 2.] <* The meaning seems to be, I may speak 
oi takiog, but I need not say much of people's quitUng 
anj thingof Talue, that Is not common." — Hailbs. 

Line 6. The clerkis takis ben^ces ttith brawlis.] 
** Ecclesiastical persona possess themselves of benefices 
by riot and outrage. Thus John Hepburn stormed the 
cathedral of St Andrew's, and yet was obliged to yield 
the See to Andrew Foreman. With more prosperous 
fortune the celebrated Gayin Douglas besieged and took 
by capitulation the cathedral of Dunkeid, although the 
Partisans of Andrew Stewart made a stand in the bel- 
frey. Milne, Lives of the Bishops of Dunheld, MS.*' 
— Hailes. 

Line 13. Gersomes raisit owir he.] ** Gersome and 

VOL. II. Y 



SS8 NOTES. 

graaum are Uie same. Oratt Is called gerte hy tfae 
vulgär in many parts of Scotland. The word grauum 
originally meant an allotment of gran or pasture. Thus 
in a grant hy William the Lion to tbe monattery of 
Goldingliame» it is iaid» * Et omnia nemora et gressuma 
BuatintsubdefenBionePrioriB et custodia;' Ch, Cold-m 
inghamt p. 29. It has long signified a sum of money 
paid bj a tenant for a renewal of hi; lease/'^-HAiLEs. 

INCONSTANCY OF LOVE.— Page 172. 

Thbsb lines are only found in Bannatjme'a MS., and 
were firat printed in the British Bibliographer» vol. iv. p. 
192. in an article communicated hy the late HaNar Wb* 
BERy who remarkedy that ** this copy of verses is recom- 
mended by the name of the author, and the singularity 
of its rhythmical structure, but certainly can challenge 
no high rank among the productions of William Dun- 
bar." He adds, " It is, at any rate, a mite towards a col- 
lection of his works, which, to the disgrace of bis coun- 
try.have never appeared in a uniform Standard edition." 

OF MEN EVILL TO PLEIS.— Page 178. 

In Reidpeth's MS. this poem is attributed to Dunbar. 
It also occurs in Bannatyne's MS. as an anonymous 
composition, and wanting the last stanza ; and there is 
a duplicate copy of lines 9 to 24 in another part of the 
same collection. In these copies the arrangement of 
the third and fourth stanzas differs from that of Reid- 
peth's; and line 13 reads, ** The thriddois eik so dourly 
drink;' and line 9, « The last that hes ofnobill blude" 

Line 27. Ab largess cryJ] This alludes to the custom 
which then'prevailed at feasts and other public occa« 
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«loaB, when the heralds threw pieces of gold or silver 
coin among the people, and cried largess, liberality, or 
bounty, on the part of the King. In Ford's Perkia 
Warbek, the King sayB, 

We will throw 
A largess free amongst them, wliich bIuüI hearten 
And cherish up their loyaldes. 

Several entries of payments ** to the Heraldis in the 
hall/' occur in the Treasurer's Accounts, more espe- 
cially at the festival of Christmas. In 1512, April \i, 
ten French crownis, or L.7, was paid " to the Heraldis 
for thair largess, at Pasche ;" and that same year, ** On 
the xxY day of December, viz. Zule day, gevin to the 
Heraldis in the hall» as it is the custom, L.7." 

OF COVETYCE.— Page 175. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maitland^and Reidpeth. — In the 
first of these it has no author's name. Dunbar, in the 
bürden of this poem» might have recollected the words 
of Chaucer in the Pardonere's Tale, — 

• Lordingti qaod he, in cliirclie quhen I preichef 
I peine me to haue an hautein speche 
And ring it out, as round aa goth a bell, 
For I can all by rote that I teU ; 
My teme is always one, and ever was, 
Radix mahrum ett eupiditat» 

And again— 

Therefore my teme is yet, and ever was, 
Radix malorum est cupidiku, 

Line 1. Fredome.] " Byfredome is here meant ge- 
nerosity and hospitality."— Hailbs. 
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Line 7. Andplay i$ sei ai lUiUprke,] <* Mirtb ; all 
joyous amusements, are despised; men are become 
avaricious and gameBten."—- Hailbs. 

Line 9. Swift hone rynning^ " Hence it appears 
that OUT forefathen did not consider horoe-racing as a 
species of gaming." — Hailes. 

Line 1 1. Bot cartis and dyce,] Tbe Treasurer's Ac- 
counts fumish abiindant proofs that playing at cards 
and dice were favoarite» and •ometimes expensive, 
amusementa of Jamea tbe Fourth. 

Line 85. Js haldin afide, and thaifuÜ ntce."] " Niee 
iB from tbe Frencb niai*, simple. Thus Gbaucer fiays, 
Cuckowe and Nigbtingale, p. 543, L 13, ' For he can 
mahin of wise folke ßiÜ nice" Thus also Dunbar, p* 
87, line 41, of tbis collection— '' Quhen I awoik my 
dreme it wa8 so nice** — Hailes. 

V.R. — Line 17, /n tounes; 20, Is now bot cair and 
covetyee ; 23, hes no guidis ; 25, the burgessis of^ or, The 
younkeris blyth* 

GUDE COUNS ALE.— Page 177. 

These sententious lines have been preserved in Ban- 
natyne's MS., and are now first printed. 

REWL OF ANIS SELF.— Page 179. 

This poem also, is only found in Bannatyne's MS. 
It was pretty closely imitated by Sir Richard Maitland of 
Letbington, in bis poem entitled, '* Counsell to bis Son 
beand in tbe Court." 

Line 4. In meikle speice, &c.] In Bann. MS. " Speice 
18 pride. Thus a spicy man is still used for one self« 
conceited and proud." — Hailes. 
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Line 6] sfaould probably bave been printed» thy seif, 
Son, be no tyd; and line 30, With wilfuU men^ Son, &c. 

Lines 19 and 20.] ** When contented, thou hast no 
need of more ; wben not contented, thy desires become 
turbulent and insatiable." — Hailes. 

Line 21 . Evirmoir Hü deth say to the than ehakmait,] 
" Tbe obirious Interpretation of thia phrase may be 
Bougbt in the game of chess. I think the sense, how- 
ever, may be, tili death call himself your companion. 
' Thou Bould nocht mak thy seif chakmate to the King,' 
was the expreasion of Adam Reid of Barskimming to 
Archbishop Blackadder ; JSüfiox, p, 4.'*^-Hailb8. 

OF DEMING.— Page 181. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland : the last of theae has 
the poem repeated, and in both places containing the 
ntnth Btanza, which ia wanting in Bannatjme's . Some of 
the varioua readings may be here noticed. Lines 8, / 
lie; 9. Sum prayis ; 17, plesand tnen; 22, cled as, or 
cled, that cumis me rieht ; 45, Or than they toald lat. 
In line 82, streiche should probably have been screiche, 
and in 1. 39, tunis, temis. 

Dunbar no doubt could say with Wyntoun, 

He mon be war in mony thing 

That will hym kepe fra Misdemying. — (Vol. i. p. 123.) 
Line 14. Thocht he dow nocht to leid a tyk.] *< ' Al- 
though he has not the abilities, nor the spirit necessary 
for .the meauest of all employments, that of leading a 
dog in a string/ There is no Single word in modern 
English which corresponds with doto : that which ap« 
proaches the nearest to it is list, from which the adjec- 
tive listlest. The force of the word dow is well 



342 NOTES. 

expressed in a modern Scotish iMÜlad, which begins, 
* There wes ane May.' The lines U> which I allude 
are in the description of one crossed in love by an 
enFious sister's machination» and a pee?ish mother's 
frowardness. 

And now he gangs danderinjf about the dykes» 
And all he dow do is to htmd the iyies, 

The whole is ezecuted with equal truth and strengt 
of colouring. I am informed that it is the composition 
of Lady Grissel Baillie, daughter of the first Bari of 
Marchmont, and wife of George Baillie of Jerviswood." 
— Hailbs. *' The line literally means, * Though he 
deser?es not tolead a dog;' or, * though he is not wor- 
thy of leading a dog.' " — MS. Note, J. Chalmers. 

Line 19. Thai I amjaipit] Altered by Lord Halles 
to *' I am dishonourit." He says, " The original bears 
a Word used by Chaucer, but which gave offence a 
Century ago ; much more would it do so now, in an age 
distinguished for purity of language." 

Line 24. A widdy vncht] ** In modern language; a 
Strang kalter, A wi€Uiy is a pliant branch of a tree. 
When justice was executed upon the spot, the first 
tree affbrded a halter." — Hailbs. 

Lines 31—85.] '* The sense of thisstanzaseems to be, 
< If I am elegant of speech, some vulgär wench' says, I 
am affected, and do not pronounce my words as her 
people do ; and yet she, who will not abstain from cen- 
suring, needs a surgeon to stitch up part of her own 
Wide mouth, that she may not speak brocuL' "—Hailbs. 

Line 46. Gude James the Ferd, ournobtU King.] Mr 
Chalmers, in bis " Poetical Remains of the Scotish 
Kings/' p. 118, Lond. 1824, 8to, has quoted these lines, 
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«8 a proof that James not only patronised the arts and 
protected genius» but was a writer himself. Excepting 
the lines entitled, The King's Reply to a Petition of 
Dunbar, printed at page 152, no remains of his compo- 
sition have been discovered. — It has been suggested 
that the fine anonymous poem, ** Tayis Bank/' might» 
by somezealous antiquary^be ascribed to that Monarch. 
(Genealogy of the House of Drummond, App. p. 289. 
Edin. 1832, 4to.) 

HOW SALL I GOVERNE ME.— Page 184. 

In MSS. Bannatyne, Maitland, and Rddpeth. — This 
poem is of the same strain as the preceding. " Through 
the whole of the second part, the Poet complains of 
being at a loss how to carry into practice the resolution 
he had formed in the first, ' to do weil], and to disre- 
gard the censorious,' This seems, therefore, the na- 
tural Order of placing them." — Sibbald. — Lord Halles 
does it scrhnp justice when he says, *'this poem, on 
censoriousness, is a feeble copy of the Balade of gode 
cauvisaile, by Lydgate, in Chaucer's Works, p. 549, 
having for bürden, *A wickid tonge wol alway deme 
amis* " Some of the eicpressions manifestly allude to 
the author's own Situation; and if he was censured at 
one time for haying gone so long without reward, 
others might afterwards have alleged that such rewards 
as he eyentually obtained were more than commen- 
surate for the Services of a mere * ballad-monger.' 

Line 2a That evill he gydU.] " An ill guide is still 
used with us for a bad managerJ* — Hailes. 

Line 81. CH/e I be sene in court ouir lang,] " The 
being seen in court, appears' to have signified in those 
days, the being in expectation of an office."— Hailes. 
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Lina 86. JGi ctmrt rewaird ihan purches /.] <* This 
ineaiu» obtainlng prefennent, without any relation to 
bargain and sale«" — Hailes. 

V.R.— Lines 1, ar m; 4, w^ manerii will; 8, Yan 
num (mi of hü n^nd; 26, al$ weül; 26, EviU gydU u 
yon man, parde ; 32, quhitper thame ; 84, but reward ; 89, 
hinder prtMi/te. Hie punctuation of the laat veree 
should be, 1. 47, «titf ;— 1. 48, m^,— 1. 49, wiU. 

BEST TO BE BLYTH.— Page 187. 

In MS& Bannatyne, Maitland, and Reidpeth.— Some 
■light Tarlationi in these copiea are aa followa :— Lines 
6, ehange and vary ; 8, Na tyme in imming ean it rett ; 
12, iumd on htm the qnheiU; 21, warldUe ; 81, warldUe ; 
88, for my pkamre ; 86, doie change ; 87, LaU u$ na 
mair in hairt be 9ary; 88, ay he. 

According to the bürden of this poem, Dunbar*s 
mazim was, that in this life it was * best to be blylh' or 
cheerful, and thus set Fortune at defiance. In like 
manner, Henryson says— 

Bett tbing in etrd&, therefore, I say for me, 
Is Uitlmene in heart, with small poneMionn. 

So in Lyndsay's Satire, vol. i. p. 9^6^ and in Flemyng's 
ballat ' of EyUl Wyffis,» 

Als lang leiyis the mirry man 

As dois the wreck, for ocht he can. 

OF CONTENT— Page 189. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.—^' A most excel- 
lent moral poem, written with great neatness of bre- 

Vity." — PiNKBRTON. 

In line 2,i4ncf,and in line 6, a//, have been supplied, per- 
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bftps unaeceBBarily. The varlouB readingB are not very 
important. Lines 4, nor yitt; 11» Thairfair, thocht 
thow, my broder deir ; 12, Nocht servü be wüh; 16, this 
toarld; 24, Änd it »aü riches tum ; 28, Lat langtufr nane 
in US be lent; 31, For quho that leist canUrUitU; 38, 
And neiclfullest in his intent. 

TO SPEND ANIS AWIN GÜDE.— Page 191. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maiüand. — ** This advice to 
be liberal, as commonly happens in such cases» exhorts 
to profusion ; in vUium virtus" — Hailes. 

Line 27. That hie auld ihrift settis on ane ace.] ** This 
age ifl not to be told what ' aettia on an ace' implies. 
It may be more neceasary to explain the phrase ' auld 
thrift.' It is wealth accumulated by the aucceaaive 
frugality of hls ancestors." — Hailes. 

Lines 33 — 40.] ** The words in these two stanzas are 
piain, but the meaning obscure. The sense is proba- 
bly this : Do not ezpect that another will do for you» 
that which you would never do for yourself. The 
child draws milk from its mother's breast, but givea 
nothing in retum."-*-HAiLEs. "The meaning seems 
rather to be : As an Infant subsists entirely upon the 
millc which it draws from its mother's breast, so your 
heir will probably spend all the wealth which you leave 
to him, before he thinks of any other means of subsis- 
tence. It will then be impossible for him to make you 
enjoy after death, that which you could not enjoy while 
you was in life."— Sibbald. 

NO TRESSOUR AVAILIS, &c.— Page 193. 
In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland— " This is a moral 
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poem without penomal reflectUma. It will not be ad« 
mired i but tbere is one expresBloii in it which ought 
to be remembered« as containing more good leiiBe than 
■ome syitems of ethlcs. 



No more tliy pairt dois fall, 



Bot meit, drink, claii, and ofHu laifa tiffki. 

** In modern language Dtinbar would have expressed 
himself thus. 

What riches gires ns, let us tlien explore ; 

lleat, drink, and cloaths; wliat eise? a $ight ofmore /'* Hailks. 

In reference to this class of our Author'i; poems, 
Mr Ellis, after quoting these stanzas, as containing 
the Poet's * advice to otbers/ says, " In these specimens 
We see much good sense and sound morality, expressed 
wlth force and conciseness. This is indeed Dunbar's 
peculiar excellence. His style, whether grave or hu- 
morouSy whether simple or ornamented, is alnrays en- 
ergetic ; and though all his compositions cannot be ex- 
pected to possess equal merit, we seldom find in them 
a weak or a redundant stanza." (Specim. vol. i. p. 385.) 

NONE MAY ASSURE, &c— Page 195. 

Xu MSS. Bannatyne, Maitland, and Reidpeth. — The 
Tariations are not of much importance. Lines 39, Exylit 
ü Honour, or. And exul U; 43, every ilh; 48, And ene 
ar maid of blew asure; 51, Yitt heart and handis^and 
hody all; 72, dicentes sunt; 84, Tu regum da imperium, 

Line 48. Ourfredome is laid on/oirfaltourJ] " The 
wordfredome generally signifies, open-heartedness, ge« 
nerosity." — Hailes. 
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Line 71. Ubi ardentes anima,] *'ThiB mingling of 
sentences from tbe Breviary, with Terees ]n the vulgär 
language, sounds very stränge to modern ears ; but 
there are so many examples of it in the MS. that I 
presume our forefathers did not perceive its impro- 
priety.'* — Hailbs. 

LEARNING VAIN, &c.— Page 199. 

In ]M(ßS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— ^ This is a moral 
poem, a walk which Chaucer never tried, and in which 
Dunbar is Superlative. His short moral pieces have a 
terseness, elegance, and force, only inferior to those of 
Horace. The Oxinfurd, mentioned in the Golophon, 
must be the university of Oxford, as the subject of the 
poem declares : though there be an Oxenford in Scot- 
land, which in last Century gave a title of Viscount."-— 

PiNKERTON. 

Mr Ellis in his SpecimenSj vol. i. p. 378, inserted 
this poem, and says, it was ** apparently written in Dun- 
bar's youth, since it is stated to have been composed 
at Oxford, during his travels in England." Other 
writers, from tbe same circumstance, have suggested 
that our Author studied in that University. *' It is ob- 
vious, indeed, (as Dr Irving remarks,) that he might 
Visit Oxford in some other capacity than that of a Stu- 
dent." The strain of the poem seems to indicate that 
it should be placed among his later compositions. It 
bclongs at least to a much more advanced period of 
his life than when pursuing bis academical studies. 
It might have been composed at the end of 1502, or be- 
ginning of 1503, when we know that he had been In Eng- 
land, and possibly passed through Oxford. Mr Ellis 
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fürther remarks that it ** is itroDgly marked hy tkat 
[moral and didactic] tum of mind which is attributed 
to him by Warton." 

It will be fleen from the Memoira of Dirnbar that St 
Andrew^uwtmlheFoet^BAbmi Maier. So little ia known 
respectiog the earlier State of the Scotiah Universitiea» 
that it is hoped the foUowiog extract from a very rare 
tract» printed inthe year 1491, will not be deemed mis- 
placed. Jaspar Laet de Borchloen, the author of " De 
Ecupsi SoLis Anni M.ccccj:ci. currbntis [octava 
DIB Maji] PaoNosTicuM," addressed it to William 
Sche?ez, Archbishop of St Andrews, who was promoted 
to that See in 1478, and died in 1497. After commend- 
ittg the leamed prelate for his profound knowledge of 
sacred literature and pontifical law, he thus alludes to 
his endeavours to promote science and leaming in that 
university : ** UniFersa demum philosophia tibi fa« 
miliaris est Discipline autem quadruuiales in te decus 
et gloriam pepererunt Quis immensam tuam prüden« 
tiam non admirabitur ? Jk ciuUate mquam Sancti Anr 
dree in qua soUmnis claret Uniuerntas, ac plurium doc- 
tissimorum virorum conßuxus, etsi nuUis parcas eo?« 
pennSf soUertiori itudio biöUotheeas predosigsimas ac 
onmi genere codicum refertissimas instituisti. Pre^ 
cipue tarnen geometricas disciplinas nescio utrum Sco- 
torum incuria ab hoc clericali gremio fere abolitas de 
ceca obliuionis caligine in luminis claritatem protuHsti. 
In syderealis scientie recuperationem plures Codices 
comparasti, &c." Unfortunately these books and manu« 
Scripts have been long since dispersed. 

Line 22. Your sawis,] ' Your sayings.' '^TheDictes 
or Sayings of the Philosophoures," translated by the 
Earl of RyTers, was a populär work at this time, having 
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b^en twice printed by Gaxton. It was probmbl y a oopy 
of Uiat ¥olume which is mentioned» as one of " Tbree 
Inglis bukis, ane of the Philoflophouria Sawis, an uther 
of Genetris, the tbrid of medecyn, the pricea of the 
iij bukia x. ti.," in an action ^ fnr wrangeoua apolia» 
tion, away taking, and withholding/' pursned by 
Robert Lord Lile, against Jantea Earl of Buchan, Ju]y 
3, 148a (Acta Auditorum.) 

OF THE WARLDIS VANITY— Page 201. 

These lines are only found in Maidand's MS., and 
are now first printed, as Pinkerton thought this moral 
poem to be too duU for publication. 

Line 9. Walk furth, Pilgrime,] A moral poem at- 
tributed to Cbaucer, and said to have been ^ made by 
bim upon bis detbe bedde, lying in grete anguysse/' 
condudes with the foUowing similar lines : — 

Here ia no liome ; here is but wildemesse ; 
Forthe, pilgrim, fortbe, O hett out of thy stall ! 
Loke up on higb, and thanke thy God of all ; 
Weivetli thy luate, and let thy ghoste the lede ; 
And tronthe the «hall deliver, *ti8 no drede. 

OF THE CHANGES OF LYFE.— Page 203. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— '' This is a piece of 
elegant morality. It also sbews tbat our changeable 
climate has been al ways the same ; if that be not a pun. 
' Aafresche as pacockfeddir* means, it is supposed, as 
beautiful in freshness as a peacock's feather. This 
simile sounds odd to our ears, but this is owing to the 
great commonness of these birds ; for to a philosopher, 
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with whom a thisg is not preUy because it it rare, the 
eye of a peacock'B feather i« certainly one of the 
most exquisite minute beauties of nature. In 1 186, aa 
Roger Hoveden teils us, Urban IIL sent Henry IL of 
England a crown of peacocks' feathers, riehly set in 
gold, as a marlc of supreme fayour. This sounds as 
odd in our ears as Dunbar's comparüson." — Pinkbrton. 
Line 19. Next eftirjoy, ay cumii $orrow.'\ Thus, in 
tbe romance of Clariodus, in regard to * tbe chance 
of Fortoune,' the following lines may be quoted : 

Hir yariftnoe and nnttabilitie 

Alyke \% redie to heich and law degree ; 

For febiloM oft cumis eftir micht. 

And eftir dayis cumis the dewlie nicht, 

And oft tymes joy cumis eftir sorrow and caire. 

And eftir winter cumis the summerfair, &c. (p. 129.) 

V.R.-*-Lines 6, the seasoun saß; 18^ eftir midnychL 

OF THE WARLDIS INST ABILITY.— Page 204. 

In MSS. Maitland and Reidpeth.— '< A well-written 
poem, though beginning with morality, and ending with 
a Petition for a benefice."— Pinkerton. 

Line 17. Nocht I say all to thu cuntre, 4-c.] " Im- 
plies, I do not confine my Observation to this country, 
but it extends to France, &c., nay to Italy and Spain.'* 

— PiNKERTON. 

Line 19. Bot aUJ] Should evidently be als, or also. 

Line 45. / hnaw nocht.] " The transition (says 
Pinkerton) to the poet's own case is arch. Ane bishop- 
rieh may nocht him gane^ at line öl, signifies, * may not 
avail, or be of any use to him.' " 
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Line 62. Fra Calyecot and the New'faund hie.] 
After the discovery of America, it was usually styled 
the New-found Isle. Thus in the accounts of the F^ivy 
Purse expenses of Henry VII, we find, under 1497, 
AuguBt lOth, *<To him that found the New Isle, L. 10." 
1504, April 8th, <* To a presto that goeth to the New 
Islande, L.2." 1505, August 25th, '* To Clays going to 
Richmount with wylde catts and popyngays of the 
New-found Island, for his costis, 13s. 4d." 

That Calyecot should be mentioned in connexion 
with the American Continent is not remarkable, as it 
was the expectation of finding a shorter passage to 
India that led Columbus on his path of discovery ; and 
America itself was considered for a time, not as a New 
World, but only a vast Island stretching between Europe 
and the fertile regions of Eastern Asia. Unfortunately 
for himself, and for the cause of humanity, it was not 
tili his Third Voyage, in August, 1498, that the Great 
Navigator reached any part of the American Continent. 
We are indebted to the zeal and research of an Ameri- 
can gentleman, for vindicating the undoubted claims of 
Sebastian Cabot, who was a native of Bristol, to the 
prior discovery of the American Coast, extending from 
Labrador to Florida. In the valuable and interesting 
work referred to, the fact is established that Sebastian 
Cabot made this discovery in the year 1497, or fourteen 
months before Columbus beheld the Continent, and two 
years before Vespucius had been west of the Canaries ; 
and it also throws much new and important light on the 
part which England had in the progress of maritime 
discovery. 

Line 70. Fra ParU,] Probably an error in the MS. 
for Perse or Persia. Paris at least cannot be cousi- 
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derod in conDexion with the Orient parts meutioned 
in Ihe tarne line. 

Line 78. Bojfth UMcomii and eravmis of ivecA/.] 
*' Are coins ; the fint Scotish, the latter French. James 
III. was the fint who coined unicorns, or gold coina, 
stamped with a unicorn. See Essay on Medals, App. 
Ko. III."— PiNKSRTON. ** Unicorns, a Scotish gold coin, 
then of the Talue of 18s. Scots. Crowns of wecht 
were French gold coins, then of thesame yalae, 18s. 
Scots. They were called crowns of wecht to distin- 
guish them from the smaller French crowns, value 14s. 
Scots. At that period these last were the most com- 
mon gold coins in Scotland: the crowns of wecht 
were much more rare."-*MS. Note, J. Chalmbrs. 

ERDLY JOY, &c.— Page 209. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland.— V.R. Lines 3, 
(mUplane ; 7^'revert agane; 11, flourit ; 15, Cknyerit 
unthßouris laidfijr a tnsine, 

LAMENT FOR THE MAKARIS.— Page 211. 

This interesting poem has been preserved botli in the 
MSS. of Bannatyne and Maitland, and among the black- 
letter tracts printed at Edinburgh bjr Walter Chep- 
man and Andre Myllar, in 1508. We may therefore 
place the date of its composition about the year 1506 
' or 1507. — It Buggests many reflections. 

'* We see the once gay Dunbar, now advanced in 
years, deprived of his joyous companions, and probably 
joBtled out of court by other wits younger and more 
fashionable. This Lament has not the spirit of some 
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of his earlier compoeitions. The solemn bürden, * 7t« 
mar mortis canturbai me/ serves to show under what 
impressions the aged poet composed this general elegy . 
It may serve as a proper introduction to his religious 
poems." — Hailcs. But the chief interest of the poem 
arisea not so much from anjr personal allusions to Dun- 
bar himself» as from the enumeration it gires of the 
earlier Scotish Poets, of several of whom no other 
tnemorial has been discoyered. Their fate (as Lord 
Hailes observes) is like that of Ihose writers in thd 
Augustan age» whom Ovid celebrates. 

Ponticiu Heroo, Bassus quoque darus lainbo, 
— —— magnique Rabirius oris. 

The bürden, * Timor mortis conturbat me^ is bor- 
rowed from a poem by Lydgate, which begins ' So as 
I lay the other night* — (Ritson's Bibl. Poetica, p. 76.) 

Line 17. Ükto the deid, S^c] Thus, in some ener- 
getic lines, in the Visions of Piers Plowman : 

* Deth came dryvyng aftir, and al to duat paahed 
Kynges and knyghtes, kaisoura and popia ; 
Lerid ne lewide, he left no man stand, 
That he hitte evene, steride never after ; 
Many a lofly lady, and lemmanys of knyghtes, 
Soonede and aweite, for sorow t>f Dethea djmtes. 

Line 29. In the stourJ] In batüe: Lord Hailes ex- 
plains it more literally, *< In Uie dust of war." In the 
following line, he observes, " By capitane is meant, go- 
vemor of a fortified place, as captain of Norham, of 
Berwick, of Calais." 

Line 45. / see the Maearis.] Makar, a Poet : " It 
is worthy of Observation that, in various languages, 
the name given to a poet contains an allusion to the 

VOL. II. z 
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cmtire power whlch hu been ucribed to genius.** 
— ^AMiMON • In Uke maoner, Sir Philip Sidnbt^ in bis 
DefeoM of Poesy, tays, ** The Greeks named the poet 
«««M^», which name» as the moet excellent, hath gone 
through other languages. U cometh of tbi« word «-«iMf, 
lo make: Wberein I khow not» whether by luck or wie- 
dorn» we Englbbinen have motte well the Greeks, in 
calling bim a maker" It !■ stränge, therefore, tbat Sir 
John Harrington, in bis ** Apologie of Poetrie," prefized 
to bis trandation of Arioeto, 1591, sbould have referred 
to Puttenbam's Art of Englisb Poesie, as the first to 
have introduced the English term Makar, as applied to 
a Poet ** Neitber do I suppose it to be greatly beboo- 
füll . • . . to dispute bow bigb and supematural the 
name of a Miaker is, so christned in English by tbat 
unknowne godfatber, tbat this last year save one, viz. 
1589, set forth a booke, called tbe Art of English Poe- 
trie." 

Our Blind Min8tre],inconcludingbi8 beroicpoem of 
Wallace, written about 1480, at tbe conclusion says : 

Go nobill bukci falfillyt off gud sentens, 
SuppoU tbou be baraa of eloqueni ; 
Go wortbi buk, fu]fiUit off tutbAut deid. 
Bot in language off belp tbou bas gret neid : 
Quhen gud Maharis rang weiR in to Scotland, 
Gret barm was it tbat naine of tbaim tb^ fand, &c. 

Ben Jonson frequently uses tbe term Maker, instead 
of tbe more ordinary name, Poet. Tbus, in bis transla- 
tion of Horace's Art of Poetry : 

And I still bid tbe leamed Maker look 

On life, and manners, and make tbose bis book, 

Tbence draw fortb trae expressions. 
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Line 50. Chadgbr, Ltdgatb, and Gowbr.] These 
three English poets were invaiiably selected by their 
Scotiah brethren as most worthy of praise. See Dun- 
bar's Goldyn Targe, Douglas's Palice of Honour» and 
Lyndsay's Gomplaynt of the Papingo. 

Line 53. Sia Hugh db Eglinton.] Flourished about 
tbe middle of the fourteenth Century. He deriyed bis 
title from a lordship and Castle in Ayrshire. In 1361 
he was one of the Justiciaries of Lothian ; and in Sep- 
tember, 1367» was appointed a Conimissioner for a 
treaty of peace with England. He married Egidia, 
daughter of Walter» Lord High Steward of Scotland, 
sister of King Robert the Second» and relict of Sir 
James Lindsay of Crawford» who had died about 1358. 
After Robertos accession to the throne in 1371» hebe- 
Btowed on Sir Hugh Eglinton various grants of land, and 
in these royal charters he is designated " Dilecto fratri 
Buo Hugoni Eglintone» militi.*' He died» it is supposed» 
about the year 1381» without male issue; his widow 
marrying for her third husbaild» Sir James Douglas of 
Dalkeitb. Sir Hugh Eglinton's only daughter and heir« 
ess» Elizabeth, married John Montgomery de Eglinton» 
and thus carried his great estates to the Montgomeries ; 
her descendants being successlyely raised to the dignity 
of Lord Montgomery» before 1449» and Earl of Eglin- 
ton» in 1507. It is matter of regret» that Sir Hugh Eg- 
linton's poetical talents should be known only in con- 
sequence of Dunbar's mention of his name. It has in- 
deed been alleged that he was the same person with 
HucHBON oF THB AwLB Rtalb^ celobratod by Wyntown 
as the author of several works which he enumerates. 
But this» as stated in the Memoir» (p. 38») seems to be 
a matter of very considerable doubt. 
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Line 54. Etbik.] No mantioii bai been met with 
of a poet 80 named» and aa thia line, in the edition 
printed bj Chepman, reada. Et eUk Heryot et WynUmn, 
llial ia, And also Heryot and Wyntouny (the Latin par- 
ticle Et l>eing generali^ naed aa a contraction for 
and; in tlie printed fragmenta of 1508,) I am Inclined to 
thinlc tliat this name aliould be atniclc out of the liat of 
Scodsh Poeta. 

Line 54. Hbrtot.] This poet ia not better Imown» 
none of hia writinga having been preserved» nor can 
we aay at wliat time he flouriahed. We have no grounda, 
howoTer, for calling hia identity in queation, aa in the 
caae of Etrilc—It mnj be remarlced, aa a aingular 
circumatance, that Dunbar, in thia Lament, should 
have made no mention of such poeta aa Thomas tbb 
Rhtvbr, and Kino Jambs thb First. He haa also, 
among other living poeta, paaaed over in silence 
Gawin Douglas, who bad already distin^uished him- 
aelf hy the composition of bis Palice of Honour, and 
other worka. 

Line 54. Andrew of WrNTouN.] Prior of the Inch 
of Lochleven, and author of The Chronicle Originale, 
in Scotlsh metre, first publiahed by Mr Macpherson. 
Lond. 1795, 2 yols. royid 8vo. See vol. i. p. 40 of the 
Memoir. 

Line 58. Maister Johnb Clbrk.] More than one 
Scotiah poet of the name of Clerk haa lieen commemo- 
rated, but of their personal history and vrritings no* 
thing is Icnown. 

Line 58. James Affl%k.] There can be little doubt 
that this was *^ Maister James Achlilc, servitour to the 
Earl of Rosse," whose name occura in the Acta Domi- 
norum Concilii, July 1, 1494. He appeara to have been 
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In holy orden, and to bave died in the year 1497 ; as we 
find from tbe Records of «Privjr Councü, that tbe pre» 
sentation to the Cbantoiy of Caithness, becoming vacant 
hy the deceaae of " Maiater James Auchinleck»" was 
given by the King to Maieter James Beton, (afterwarda 
Archbifbop of St Andrews?) on Sept 17, 1497. 

There is a poem entitled * The Quair of Jelousy/ 
preserved in Uie Seiden MS. Arch. B. 24, which baa at 
the end, '* Ezplicit quod Auebin . . ." This poem con- 
sists of 607 lines, and I apprebend it is the only speci- 
men of bis composition now existing. 

Line 59. Tragedie.] ** It would seem, that in the 
language of those times, tragedy meant any moral 
descriptive poem. Thus in [Bannatyne's] MS. page 
107, line 1, 

This tragedy is callit, bat dreid 

Rowlis Cuning, quba will it reid.'* — Hailxs. 

Tbe best definition of the earlier signification of 
Tragedy is perbaps that given by Chaucer, in tbe Pro- 
logue to tbe Monke's Tale, (Tyrwbitt's edlt 1. 19379,) 
but which I need not quote. 

Line 61. Holland.] This poet flourished about the 
middle of the fifteenth Century. ^ His poem of the 
Howlatt is preserved in Lord Hyndford's MS. and in a 
MS. belonging to Lord Aucbinleclc. It is a verbose 
worlc, but must have merit with antiquaries, from tbe 
stanzas describing '* tbe kyndis of instrumentis, tbe 
sportaris [jugglers], tbe Irisb bard, and the fulis." — 
Hailes. See vol. i. page 41 of tbe Memoir. 

Line 61. John Barboub.] Archdeacon of Aberdeen, 
in the reign of David IL, and author of tbe * Acts of 
Robert ihe Bruce.* See yol. i. page 39 of tbe Memoir. 
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Line 69. Sir Mu^go Lokbrt of the Le.] ** I do not 
find this name in the family of Lee, one of the most 
andent and honourable in Scotland. I suspect that the 
peraon here meant has been some priest» officiating in a 
chapel belonging to that family. Eirerj one knowt that 
^^irwasthe common appellation of secular priests^the 
Pope'f hughUf as they were vulgarly denominated/'— 
Hailbs. In the Acta Dominorum Goncilii, Feb. 27, 1489, 
there is, however, mendon of ' Agnes Lindesay, spouse 
öfumquhile Sir Monge Lohart, knycfu^ and of * Robert 
Lokart of the Leie, hia san and are* This Robert had 
not long survived, as ' James Lokart, air to umquhile 
Robert,' &c. is mention^d Oct. 21, 1498. But no work 
by Sir Mungo Lockart is known to bave been preserved. 

Line 65. Clbrk of Tranent.] See vol. L (I. SS of 
the Memoir. 

Line 67. Sir Gilbert Hay.] Chamberlain to 
Charles VIL of France. See toI. i. p. 50. In MS. Mait- 
land, hisname is erroneously written Sir Gilbert Gray. 

Line 69. Blind Harry.] '' A populär poet, who has 
celebrated the actions which Wallace did not perform, 
as well as those which he did. Dempster, according to 
his careless way, places him in the fourteenth Century. 
John Major brings him down a Century later ; * Inte- 
grum librum Guillelmi Wallacei, Henricus a nativitate 
luminibus captus, mea infantuB tempore cudit^^De 
Gestis Scotorunif 1. 4. c. 15. It is evident that this 
work, howeyer antiquated it may now appear,has been 
much altered and amended." — Hailes. See the Me- 
moirs, vol. i. p. 44. From the Treasurer's Accounts we 
find that small gratuities were occasionally given * to 
Blind Harye' by James the Fourth, between April 1489 
and January 1492. 
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Line 69. Alexander Trail.] No traces either of 
bis history or writings have been discovered. 

Line 71. Patrick Johnstoun.j There is one poem, 
' Tlie Three Deid Powis/ aUriboted to bim in Banna- 
tjrne's MS., and fint printed in Lord Hailes' collection, 
page 139. Bat tbis poem, and perbapa mojre correctly» 
in Maitland'a MS. is attributed to Robert Henryson. 
Tbe name of Patrick Jobnstoun.oceuni occasionally in 
tbe Treasurer's Accounta during tbe earlier part of tbe 
reign of James tbe Foartb. Tbus, 1488» August 5, 

* Item» to Patrick Jobnson, and tbe playaris pf Lytb- 
quou, tbat playt to tbe King, L.5.' 1489, August 31, 

* Item, to Patrick Jobnson, and bis fallowis, tbat playt 
a play to tbe King in Lytbqu, L.3, iOs.' 1489*90, Jan. Id, 
' Item, on Friday tbe 15tb da of Januar to Patrick John- 

* son to tbe cense, 24s.' 1490-91, Jan. 6, * Item, on 
Vpbaly da, to Patrik Jobnson, for [tbe] cense, 368.;' 
and a similar payment on Jan. 6, 1491-92. 

Line 73. Mersar.] So litüe is known regarding 
bis personal bistory, tbat we cannot ascertain tbe 
Cbristian name of a poet, wbo was thought wortby of 
commemoration by Lyndsay as well as by Dunbar. In 
tbe Treasurer's Accounts we find a Peter Mersar wbo 
receired artides of dress |' quben be passit in Den- 
mark," in November 1494; a James Mersar, wbose 
name occurs as sometimes receiving tbe sum of L.10 
from tbe King, between 1494 and 1497; and a Wille 
or William Mersar, wbo was one of tbe Royal bouse- 
bold, and apparently a favourite attendant upon tbe 
King, from 1500 to 1503. Wbicb, if any, of tbese per- 
sons was tbe Poet, must be left to conjeeture. Tbere 
was also an Andro Mersar, from 1503 to 1508, wbo was 
one of tbe grooms of tbe Prince's cbamber« 
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LinM 77 Mid 78. RowL of Abirdene» and Rowl of 
Contorpbine.] Lyndtej also raentiona the name of 
Rowl, bttt il U uncertain wbicb of tiiese (wo peraona 
waa tbe Sia John Ro wi<» autbor of Ibe ttraage poem of 

* Rowlia Corsing,* referred to in Lord Hailea'a note to 
line d9 of ti4s Lament It waa firat printed from Ban- 
natjne'a MS., in tbe ^ Salect Remaini of tbe Earl y 
Popiüar Poetry of Scotland/' Edin. 182$.— In reprint- 
ing tbat collection, I will bave an opportunity of glving 
tbe tezt BiQre perfect, by inserting leFerai lines, wbicb 
onlj oe^ur in MaiUand'a MS., in wbicb tbe poem is 
alao preMr?ed. 

Line 81. Bboum.] ** In Bannatyne's MS. tbere is a 
poem oiJudgmmi to eome» by Walter [William] Brown, 
probably tbe peraon bere meant. Tbe poem baa litüe 
otber merit beaides tbatof a pioiia Intention." — Hailss. 
Tbe MSb containt two copiea of tbe poem ; and in one 
place be is named Sir William Brown, wbicb denotes 
tbat be waa a priest In tbit passage of Dunbar's poem, 
boweyer, I suspect tbe name of Brown bas been intro* 
duced by a clericai mistake. In Cbepman's original 
edition, linea 81 and 82 are made to apply aolely 
to Henryaon ; tbuB : 

In Dumfennline he lias doun roune 
Gnd Mutter Robert HeniyBOim. 

* Hea doun roune! Sibbald explahis ' baa rounded, or 
wbiBpered in tbe ear.' 

Line 82. Robert Hknryson.] See vol. L p. 42 of 
the Memoir. ** He it said to baye been scolmaister of 
Dunfennling, in a coUection of bis fablea 1575 ; Harleian 
MSS, 8865, p. 1. I suppose bis office to bave been 
tbat of preceptor of youtb in tbe Benedictine convent 
at Dunfermline. Many of Henrysoun's poems are to 
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be found in this coUection. Thej haire a moral tum» 
and are free from that licentiiousness wbich debases 
the compositions of Bome of hirf contemporaries." — 
Hailes. 

Line 83. Sir John thb Ross.] *^ To this peraon Dun- 
bar addresses bis Invective against Kennedy. Tbe dis- 
tinction of Sir^ probably relatet io bis ecdesiastical 
cbaracter. It seema uncertain wbether Bo$b waa bia 
name, or onljr tbe place of bis residence."— »Hailes. 
See note to line 1 of tbe Flyting* None of bis compo- 
sitions are known to bave been preserved. 

Line 86. Stobo.] His compositions are also iin- 
known. See note to line 3dl of tbe Flyting, for aome 
notices respecting bis personal bistory. 

Line 86. Quinttnb Schaw.] Tbe only poem of bis 
known, tbe * Adyyce to a Courtier/ waa first printed 
by Phikerton from Maitland's MS. For some furtber 
notices of tbis Poet» see tbe note to lines 8 and 84 of 
tbe Flyting. 

Line 89. Walter Kbnnbdt.] See yoI. i. p. 45 of 
tbe Memoir, and tbe note annexed to bis Poems, wbicb 
are inserted in tbis Yolume» pages 87 — 112. 

Line 94. He will not lat me letf(Uane.] SoutbweU, 
tbe English Jesuit, in «Saint Peters Complaint,' 1596, 
bas a poem * Upon tbe Image of Deatb,' wbicb breatbes 
mucb tbe same spirit and sentiment as Dunbar's La- 
ment A few lines may be quoted : 

My ancestors are tom'd to clay, 
And many of my mates are gone ; 

My yongers daily drop away» 
And can I tbink to *8cape alone ? 

No, no ; I know tbat I must die, 

And.yet my life amend not I. 
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If aone ctn 'aeape Detth't dnadful dart, 

If rieh and poor Ui beek obey ; 
If itrong» if wue» if all do tmart, 

Then I to 'aeape tliall have no way: 
Thm frant me grace» O Ood, that I 
My life may mend, sinoe I matt die. 

There \b a kind of iinitation of Dunbar^s poem, writ- 
teo about the end of the seventeenth Century, which 
was long Tery populär as a chap^book, entitled, ^ Co« 
gitationt upon Death, or the Mirrour of Man's Miserie." 
The oldest copy I have met with in called " The Seventh 
Edition, corrected and amended. Edinburgh, 1710.*' 
12mo. pp. 15. The burthen of each stanza is, ' This 
makes me dread when I shail die» 

Allan Ramsat, in printing this poem by Dunbar in 
the Evergreen, (vol. i. p. 135,) has added the foUowing 
verses as a ^ Postscript," in allusion to himself as Edi- 
tor, and to bis "Patron, Mr William Carmichael, brother 
to the Earl of Hyndford, who lent A. R. that curious 
MS. coUected by Mr George Bannantyne, Anno 1568, 
from whence these Poems are printed." 

Sat1)e I forsie, if spae-craffc had, 
Frae^hethir-muirs sali ryse a Lad, 
Afiir twa centries pas, sali he 
Rerive onr fame and memorie. 

Then sali we flourish Evia Grbke ; 
All thanks to carefull Bannantyne, 
And to the Patron kind and frie, 

Quha lends the Lad baith them and me. 

Far sali we fare, baith Eist and West, 
Owre ilka clyme be Scots possest ; 
Then sen our Warks sali nevir die, 
Timor mortis non turhat me. 
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THE MERLE AND THE NVCHTINGAn^L.— P. 216. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland. The third and 
fourth Btanzas of this poem are wanting in Maitland'B 
MS. This» and the following poem appear also tohave 
been contained in Asloane's MS., aa in the original table 
of Contents, we find '* The twa Luves, erdljr and 
diTyne," as No. xxv. and ** The Disputation between 
the Merle and the Nychtingale/' as No. Ixyj. The 
poem is written as an apologue, between two birds, the 
Merle or Blackbird and the Nightingale. ** Dialogues 
between animals upon moral subjects were brought 
into fashion by the early English poets. Dryden, in 
his Hind and Panther^ unsuccessfully attempted to 
reviye this taste. Great examples may serve to excuse, 
but will Bcarcely justify a species of composition so 
unnatural.* ' — Hailbs. 

Line 35. But fable.'] This word would require to be 
accented/a^e^. Lord Halles substituted '^but IfaiU].^* 

OF LUVE ERDLY AND DIVINE.— Page 221. 

In Bannatyne's MS. and first printed by Lord Halles. 
** I haye placed this comparison between lo?e sensual 
and divine in the front of the religious poems of Dun- 
bar. When allowance is made for the style, which 
may now seem uncouth, it will be found tocontain more 
good sense, and more poetry, than are in some modern 
compositions of a like argument — One thing isremark- 
able in the religious poems of Dunbar ; although a 
Roman Catholic, and actually in Orders, he generally 
expresses himself in language which a Protestant might 
adopt."— Hailes. 
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Line 18. No mam hei curage.] "No manhasheart or 
abilities.''— Hailss. 

Line 16. Their kyndne» u $o contrair clene,] ** Kindm 
ne$ implles, kind or parücular nature ; and the sense is, 
the two torta of loye> sensual and divine, have no rela- 
tion to each otber."— Hailbs. 

Line 22. The quarreli to eueteine.] ** Alluding to 
the Btyle used in Singular combat«. The French phrase, 
eoutenir ia gagmre^ ie derived from the same source." 
— ^Hailbs. 

Line 26. In Lmoie eaurt am'j did I dwelL] Here the 
Poet refers to his own ezperience. 

Ldne 38. Quhair I had numgre to my meid,] 
" Where, instead of being rewarded^ I met with discoun^ 
f«fiance."-7-HAiLBs. 

Line 45. All wy,] ** Every person. Wy, from A. S, 
unga, heros, semideiu,*miies; but poetically uaed for 
cußucunque conditionis vir. See Hickes, Gram, Anghm 
Sax, p. 105» 106.; G. Douglas, JSneid p. 286, 1. 54. 
sayi, * Hjfg lutffe he ledunknawin ofany wy.' " — Hailbs« 

Line 50. Descriue,] In the MS. discure, which sig« 
nifies to survey, or to observe accurately. Here^ the 
sense requires to describe or to discoyer. 

Line 67. Unquyt I da nothing nor sane.'l *' I do not 
any thing, I say not any thing that is unacquitted ; t« e, 
my whole conduct is approved and rewarded by my 
love." — Hailbs. 

MANER OF PASSING TO CONFESSIOUN, P. 225. 

Taispoem relating to one of the Sacraments of the 
Roman Catholic Ghurch, has been preserved in a 
volume of religious poetry, which I have elsewhere 
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qttoted as the Howard MS. [See note to Kennedy's 
poem, at p. 97 of this Tolume.] The poem seems little 
eise than portions of Chaucer's Persone'a Tale put into 
Terse, and more particularly of the concluding part 
** Of veray (t. e, true) Co^fesaioni that is the Second 
part of Peniteoce;" in which true penitent and special 
confession ia urged» in order that " the Freist^ who is 
thy Juge, may the better be advised of his judgement 
in giving of pennance» that shal be after (t. e. accord- 
ing to) thy contrition." — As the Church of Rome de- 
nianded of l^er children, for their aoula' welfare, that 
they should make the moat unreserved and circum- 
atantial diaclosurea of their guilt, in the act of confea- 
aion, auch aida as thia and the following poem afford, 
might have been found very uaeful. 

THE TABILL OF CONFESSIOUN.—Fage 228. 

In MSS. Howard, Bannatyne (which has it alao re* 
peated), and Maitland. — This is a mere form of general 
Confession» according to the uaage of the Romiah 
Church, and ia ao entitled in Maitland'a MS. : " Heir 
endia ane Confeaaion generale, compylit be Maister 
William Dunbar." — Finkerton, who atylea it '^ a gene- 
ral confeaaion qfhU sins^* aurely waa not at the trouble 
of reading it ; yet» he adda, ** no reader will regret ita 
omisaion, aa he must even be a patient monk who 
could listen to so general a confession." Chapman, in 
bis play, ** Two Wise Men and all the Rest Foolea," haa 
introduced one of the chaY-actera aa saying : 

*^ I will free the Court from the foule and loath- 
some custome of drunkennesae. — I wish we were as 
cleare from idlenesse, pride, disdaine» envy, lecherie. 
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covetoumeMetflalter^ylyiiigyCOfleiiage» oppretBion, and 
▼nthrifUnM» as we are from drunkeimeue. 

** Marj » 8lr, these are vices enoir. And except yoa 
were goilty of all the deadljr sinnet, and breacfa of eyeiy 
commandementy I know not what you could add ta 
these." (Lond. 1619,4to.)' 

Although having the benefit of nolesa than four MS. 
copiet of thit poem, it was yeiy difficult to give the 
text in any thing like a correct form, and many of the 
lines are sÜll left in a State requiring considerable 
emendation. I shall not trouble the reader with a list 
of variotts readings» as there is no need oi showing, in 
how prosaic a form this duU poem is gi?en in some of 
the MSS., more particularly in that of Howard, 

ANE ORISOUN.— Page 235. 

In MSS. Mailand and Reidpeth.~In both MSS. these 

* seven pious lines (as Pinkerton styles them) by Dun- 
bar, of no moment»' are preceded by an anonymous 
poem, of six stanzas of seven lines each, which the same 
editor jusüy calls " a poor satire on woman," beginniog 

* The beiatlie liut and/uriaus appetyte.^ It also occurs 
anonymously in Bannatyne's MS. It has been included 
in some lists of Dunbar's poems, under the mistaken. 
notion, that the present * Orisoun,' which has bis name 
as its author, had formed the conclusion. I should in- 
deed have regretted had it been necessary to insert 

what is in every sense a most wretched composition. 

• 

OF LYFE.— Page 235. 
Thbsb lines are attributed to Dunbar, in Maitland'a 
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MS. In Bannatyne's they occur anonymouBly in the 
midst of about thirty ahort moral pieces, oddly enough 
entided " Documenta.*' See the tideB of those pieces 
in the account of the MS. contained in ** Memorials 
of George Bannatyne/' p. 58. Edin. 1829, 4to. 

• 
THE N ATIVITIE OF CHRIST.— Page 286. 

This beautifol poem is only to be met wiih inBanna* 
tyne's MS. — Three similar anonymous compositions are 
inserted in this volume, at pages 55—60. Christmas 
Carols were known in Scotland at an early period, but 
these poems do not properly belong to that class of 
populär rhymes. See, however, a curious and interest- 
ing volume of similar English verses, entiüed " Christ- 
mas Carols, ancient and modern ; &c. with an intro- 
duction by William Sandys, F.S.A." Lond. 1888. 8vo. 

ANE BALLAT OF OUR LADY.— Page 289. 

This poem is contained in Asloane's MS. and is now 
first printed. — It is remarkable only for the versifica- 
tion, as the frequent recurrence of the rhyme, and the 
use of antiquated terms, render it at once harsh and 
insipid. 

• Line 85. Infirthis and inforrestisfair.] * In woods 
and forests.' See Frith and Firth, in Glossary to Chal- 
mers's edit of Lyndsay. 

THE PASSIOUN OF CHRIST.— Page 248. 

In MSS. Asloane, Howard, and Maitland. — This poem, 
descriptive of the sufferings of our Saviour, has nothing 



388 NOTES« 

{Murtieular to reoommend il to notice. PinkertoD, in 
hlt niiuil dog;iiiatic manner, 8tyle« it ** A long poem 
on Christ'« PsMioiin, as stupid as need be. Yet it is 
by Donbar.*' 

ON THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.— P. 247. 

This animated poem has been presenred in Banna- 
tyne's MS. — ^A similar compositioni bat written witli 
less spirit, by an anonymous author, is inserted in Vol. 
ii. page 61. Christ*« descent into Hell was tbe subject 
of several of the old mfsteries or religious plays, dur- 
ing the middle ages, being chiefly a paraphrase of pas- 
sages in the apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus. See 
Hooe's Ancient Mysteries described, p. 120. Lond. 
1828. 8to. 



OF MANIS MORTALITIE.— Page 249. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland. — Some yarious 
readings are as follonrs : Lines 0, Thyn gais ; 13, Hes 
past thair tyme ; 20, harrible tramort / 22, the dait is ; 
90, saUfeche thee ; 86, Tak thiß to spur thee quhen thou 
$weiris. 

Line 28. That all devouris,] Supplied in Ban. MS. 
in an old hand, the line having been left unfinished by 
the transcriber. 

QUHEN THE GOVERNOUR PAST INTO 
FRANC^.--Page251. 

In MSS. Mattland and Reidpeth.— This is the very 
last of Dunbar's poems of whlch the time of the com- 
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poBiUon can with any reasonable probability be as- 
oi^ed. John Duke of Albany, \i is well known» was 
invited to assume the regency of Scotland, doring the 
minorlty of James the Fifth. He arrived at Dunbarton 
in May, 1515» and was welcomed vrith every expression 
of regard; and on the 26th of that month, he came to 
Edinburgh, where he was received, says Bishop Lesley, 
** be mony Lordis and Barronis quha mett him, and sin« 
drie ferses and gude playis maide be the burgessis of 
the toun to bis honour and prayse. The Quene also 
come fra hir awin lodging and to do him honour.*' 
(Hist. p. 102.) But bis own pusiilanimous conduct and 
mismanagement speedily alienated the affecüons of all 
ranks, and the prevuling factions of the time drove him 
on three several occasions back to France. The firs^ 
was in June, 1517 ; the second In October, 1522. As 
this poem in the MS. is said to have been written 
'' Quhen the Govemor passit into France," it could not 
therefore have been earlier than June 1517. It contains 
no personal aliusions to the Duke of Albany which might 
serve to fix a later date. ** It would seem that the first 
Joumey, or that of 1517, was the occasion of this poem^ 
for, had it been either of the last, the poet might natu- 
rally have been led to take some notice of the war in 
which Scotland was then engaged against England ; or, 
to express bis apprehensions that the Regent's visit 
might be equally tedious with the former; or the title 
might haye said for the * second' or * third time.' " 

— SiBBALD. 

Line 1. &c.] Sir Richard Maitland has imitated the 
measure as well as the general strain of this ' Orisoun,' 
in bis Terses ^ Of the Assemblie of the Gongregatioun," 
in 1559. (PoemB, p. i 1 . Glasgow, 1830, 4to.) 

VOL. II. 2 A 
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See alao tfae anonymotts poem iosertedat page 47 of 
thit Tolome« If ÜaA poem coiüd have been asaigned to 
Donbar with anj degree of certaünty, the dale of the 
preaant one might have b«en brought down later. But 
we have no evidence that the Poet survived long after 
tbe firat occasioa that the Goveraor retired to France. 

MEDITATIOUN IN WYNTER.— Page 253. 

Thm poem ia preaerved in Maitland*s MS. Part of 
it alao 0CCUT8 In Reidpeth'a, where it proceeds on to 
litte 22, when it ia atrangelj connected with linea 55 to 
66 of the poem printed at page 151. In transcribing 
from an earlier MS., Reidpeth might poaaibly have 
turaed over two ieavea inatead of bne, and thua joined 
parta of two poema which have nothing in common 
with each other, excepting that of belog bj the aame 
author. 

^ Thia ia a moat alogular and affjßcting poem. Win- 
ter, that great enemy of the Poet'a mental flowera, ia 
almoat aole aovereign of the British akiea. .... Thia 
poem preaents a very intereating picture of Dunbar*s 
melancholy under the pressure of age. The addresses 
of the aeverai personifications to him are fine ; that of 
Age pathetic ; and that of Death even sublime. Death's 
throwing up bis gates wide, and telling the poet he must 
enter, are most grand and striking circumstances."-^ 
Pinkerton. " It is pleasant to observe in thia fine 
poem the elastic spirit of Dunbar struggling against the 
presaure of melancholy : indeed, it appears that bis 
morality. was of the most cheerful kind." — Ellis. 

V.R. — Line 4, naturaü; 1. 6, lenth in; l. 7, hewiei 
1« 11, can; 1. 14, and ever; MS. Reidp. 
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Line 20. Into this Court abyde,'\ Although this poem 
is placed last in die series» from the allusion in this line 
I should imagine it to^have been'written about the 
year 1507, or when Diinbar composed the * Lament 
for the Maken.' 

Line 27. Quhy waM thou hold that will away»^ 
ThuSy Ben Jonson, in his Bartholomew Fair, has, 
* TFAo can hold thattmü awat/J *^ This (says Gifford) 
is a proverbial expression of old Standing. It occurs in 
Dunbar, and in many of our ancient dramatists."— 
(Jonson's Works, vol. iv. p. 894.) 

Line 45. How glad that ever I difne or soiop*] From 
this line an inference has been drawn that Dunbar in 
the latter period of bis life was in a State of such 
destitution as often to want bis regulär meals. But 
the words do not Warrant any such inference. The 
simple and obvious meaning of the passage is, that 
with whatever gratification he might dine or sup, no- 
thing could prevent bim from remembering that Death 
was at hand,*»neither the gold which was laid up in 
bis coffers, the wine which was in bis goblet, nor the 
happiness which he enjoyed as a lover. 




VOLUME SECOND. 
POEMS ATTRIBÜTED TO DUNBAR. 



THE FRBIRIS OP BERWIK^Page 3. 

IN printing thia very admirable 
Tale from Haitland's HS., Mk 
PiNKBRTOH, In 1786, waa the 
firat to ascribe ita Gompoiiäon 
toDüNBAK. It ts also preserved 
In Bannatfiie's MS., and in an 
Edition prloted at Aberdeen, hf 
1622 ; but In theae copiea it ia 
also anonjmouR. 

<■ This admirable Tale tbe Editor (Pinkerton) sup- 
posea to hare been written by Dunbar ; though the 
Reader will at once aee a great difference between the 
lanfuage of thia and the laat tale;" namely, Tlu Tiea 
Maryit Wemat and the Wedo. " But thl« is owiog KOlelj' 
to tbe neceasity of alliteration, and the conaequent nae 
of oldandunconunon worda in the last Tale, whlle tbe 
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measure of this has no such constraint That the lan^ 
guage of the Freirs of Berwik ia not too modern for Dux^ 
bar, will be apparent to any one who has read bis Goldin 
Terge^ or any of bis other poems. But this Tale cannot, 
at any rate» be above thirteen years later than Dunbar, 
who jnust have died about 1525. In 1482, Berwick 
was wrested from Scotland, and was ever after in the 
possession of the English. Now, this poem speaks of 
all the Monasteiies as actually Standing and flourishing 
while it was written ; and it is well known,that in 1535 
Henry VIIL suppressed the lesser monasteries, and In 
1539 the greater. It foUows, that this Tale must, in 
all events, ha?e been written before 1539. So that 
they, who, from the language, would refuse it to Dim- 
bar, must suppose that in the course of thirteen years 
there was a change in the Scotish tongue ; which is too 
great an absurdity to be seriously advanced, much lesa 
to deserve refutation, though this were easy from the 
evidence of this very volume. 

'* The fact is, that the spelling of this piece has been 
modemized a litUe to that of Sir Richard Maitland's 
time by the transcriber ; but the language is doubtiess 
as ancient as that of The Thistie and the Rose by Dun- 
bar, which was written, as is well known, in 1503, upon 
the marriage of Margaret, daughter of Henry VII. of 
England, to James IV. of Scotland." — Pinkbrton. 

The same Editor, in his Preface, in reference to these 
tales, The Twa Married Wemen and the WedoySnd The 
Freirü ofBenvik, ezpresses similar sentiments^ which 
may be also quoted,on accountof the general criticism 
annezed : — " The Gothic alliterative measure of the 
first Tale forced the Poet to use ancient and uncommon 
words, that his sense might not suffer by the structure 
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of Ihe rhjUiiii, which makes thst plece appear even 
more ancient than the poems of Barboor written more 
than a centuiy before. The second Tale, having no 
auch rettraint» ^pears as modern aa the Goldin Terge, 
or anj other of Dunbar's Poems ; bat b/ no meana 
more so. The Reader will at onoe see a great differ- 
ence between the langnage of The Freirs of Berwik^ 
and that of Sir Richard BfaiÜand, wbo began to write 
about 1555^ the former being much more ancient. 

** Theae talea place Dunbar in quite a new and more 
important ligbt ; for it is believed they will be as much 
preferred to bis Goldin Terge, and ThisUe and Rose, 
though these pieces have an elegance and opulence 
which Giaucer nowhere attains, as Chaucer's Tales 
are to his allegorical poems. Dunbar, having a genius 
at least equal to Chaucer, and perhaps more original ; 
and having the advantage of living a whole Century 
after him, when the language was more rieh and ex- 
pressive; it is no wonder that he should excel that 
venerable Poet in every point, but in the length of his 
pieces, a most dispensable quality." — Pinkbrton. 

That The Freiris of Berwik is a composition he-^ 
longing to the commencement of the sixteenth Century, 
and not later than the minority of James the Fifth, can* 
not^ I think, be doubted. That it affords such intrinsic 
evidence as might Warrant an unhesitating ascription 
of it to Dunbar, seems much less certain. Pinkerton's 
reasons on this head are certainly not very conclusive. 
SiBBALD, who thought ** the language too modern, at 
any rate more delicate than what probably would have 
been used by Dunbar in a Performance of this sort," 
says it is ** apparently by the author of The Priests of 
Peblis.*' But this latter work, which is also by an ano- 
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nymous author, has been proved to have been written 
not later than 1515, and although in the same meaaure» 
has certainly not the spirit and graphic description of 
the present tale. Now, as we know of no poet of that 
age whose remainB have any kind of reflemblance to 
the style or manner of either of these tales, it would 
serve no usefal purpose to indulge in farther vague 
conjecture. Pinkerton's opinion has been, at least, so 
far sanctioned by succeeding critics, that the poem is 
almost uniformly quoted as the composition of Dunbar. 

But leaving this question, it may be observed that, 
respecting the Singular merits of this tale, there has 
been, and can be, no diversity of opinion. Pinkbrton 
commends it ** not merely for comic humour, but for 
contrirance, the rarest quality of this species of wri- 
ting." — ** This tale, (says Dr Irving,) to whatever 
author it may be referred, undoubtedly exhibits a most 
admirable specimen of the comic mode of writing. 
"Without suffering by the comparison, it may be ranked 
with the best tales of Ghaucer. The story is most skil- 
fuUy conducted ; and in its progress, the poet displays 
an extensive and accurate acquaintance with the diver- 
sities of human character. His humour seems peculiar 
and underived. His descriptions are at once striking 
and appropriate. The different characters introduced 
are supported with the utmost propriety, and with a 
power of conception and of delineatiou which has not 
very frequendy solicited our attention." 

** This tale also possesses one advantage o?er the 
other ; it is written in the heroic couplet, a measure 
with which our ears have long been familiarized. This 
measure did notcompel the poet to adopt obsolete and 
uncouth terms for the sake of alliteralion. If Dunbar 
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in rwJity the autbor of this production» it afford» 
addlthmal e? idenee of his uncommon proficiency in the 
ait of poetr jT* Few writera have attempted a greater 
rariely of meaaorea^ and managed them with equal 
miceett.*'— laTiKo. 

In llke manner, Mr Elus says : ** Of Dunbar*8 comic 
plec68y the moat exceUent are his two tales of the Two 
Married Warnen and the Widow^taid the Friars ofBet' 
wich. The latter, in pardcnlar, i» admirable ; but its 
merit would evidentlj be lost in an abridgement" Dr 
DaAKi observes, that the tale is " conducted, both as to 
its foble and its charactersy with a thorough knowledge 
of human nature, with the most minute fidelity in point 
of descripüon, and with a pungency and originality of 
humour which haa seldom, if ever^ been surpassed." 
So also the Author of the ** Lives of Scottish Wor- 
thies/* in hisaccoont of Dunbar, (vol. iii. p. 120,) says, 
** The ' Friars of Berwick/ which Pinkerton, on very pro- 
bable grounds, has ascribed to this poet, affords a süll 
finer example of his yigour as a salirist. Its object is to 
expose the licentious lives of some of the monkish 
Orders, and nothing can be more rieh tban the humour 
with which the story is told." After a short analysis of 
the Story, my very excellent friend, Mr Tttler, adds : 
*' There are few of Chaucer's tales which are equal, 
and eertainly none of them superior to this excellent 
piece of satire. I have dwelt upon it the rather, be- 
cause, without the coarseness and licentiousness which 
infects the poetry of the age, it gives us a fine specimen 
of its strength and natural painting. Thewholemanage- 
ment of the story, its quiet comic humour, its variety 
and natural delineation of human character, the fresh- 
ness and brilliancy of its colouring, the excellence 
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and plajfulnets of its satire upon the bypocrlücal and 
diaaolute lives of mtaj of the monastic orden, and the 
Tigorous yenification into which it is thrown, are en- 
titled to the higfaett praise." 

Whether The Freiris of Berwik is alfeogether an ori- 
ginal production, may be questioned, as similar inci- 
dents in the progreaa of the story might be found in 
earlier writers. Bat no composition haa been disco- 
▼ered, from which we might trace in it any thing ap- 
proaching to direct imitation. Rather more than a 
Century ago it aerred as a prototype to Allan Ramsat» 
for bis populär tale of <* The Monlc and the Miller'B 
Wife;" buty with some disingenuousness, he did not 
choose to acknowledge how mach» or even that he was 
at all indebted to the older and more spirited compod- 
tion. It must have arisen» at least» from any thing ra« 
ther than inability to appreciate its merits» that Ramsay 
excluded this poem from the * Evergreen»' while he 
made room for several yery coarse or ordinary pieces» 
making bis selections from Bannatyne's MS. for that 
publication; and the only excuse that can be offered 
for bim is» that as he intended to have added two other 
Tolumes to the work» it might» perchance» have then 
found a place in bis coUection. 

The late Lord Woodhousblbb» in bis Remarks 
on the Writings of Allan Ramsat» says» that ** The 
Mmk and the Miäer's Wife would» of itself» be bis 
passport to immortality» as a comic poet. In this cap»« 
city» he might enter the lists with Ghaucer, and Boccac» 
cio» with no great risk of discomfiture. Though far their 
inferior in acquired address, bis nati?e strength was» 
perbaps» not widely disproportionate. Of this admira- 
ble tale, I conceire be has the merit of the invention. 
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A stoiy of mora fettive humour could not 

have been deviMd« The chanictera are siistained wilh 
eonMunmate propriety; the mannen are true to nature; 
and poetic juatice is moat •tricUy obaerved in the wind- 
ing up of the piece. We are amused with the ingenuous 
simplleitf and credulity of the honest miller ; we are 
del^hted with the maUcioua roguerjr of the young Stu- 
dent; who amply revenges himself, yet» with infinite 
good-natare» spares his hostess» and her sanctimomoua 
gallanti that utter disgrace^ which they might have justly 
ezpected at Ids offended hands." — (Ramsay's Poems, 
Tol. L p. CTÜL, edit Lond. 1800, 8vo.) The above 
tentimentSy of an aecomplished writer, are quoted as 
equaily applicable to the original tale as to its Imitation. 
Withottt any wish to depreciate the merits of Allan 
Ramsay, while it is obTious that the praise of invention 
does not belong to him, it may be asserted, that bis 
Version of the tale is by no means comparable to the 
original, although he has shown considerable ingenuity 
in the adaptation of its modern rustic dress. 

Among other imitations of this tale, it may be men- 
tioned, that in " The famous history of Friar Bacon," 
first printed about the year 1612, and reprinted in 
Thoms's collection of Early Prose Romances, 1828, 
one of the chapters bears astrilcing resemblance to the 
Chief inddents of this tale. It is entiüed * How Miles, 
Fryer Baeon*s man, did conjure for meat, and got 
meate for himself and his hoast' Bat the gallant, in- 
stead of Friar John the priest, prores to be * Goodman 
Stumpe^ the tooth-drawer.' 

The copies of The Freiris ofBarwik which have been 
discovered, differ considerably from each other. In 
Bannatyne's MS., from which the present text is taken. 
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it has 567 lines; and in Maltland's MS., as printed by 
Pinkerton, oniy 556 lines. But the one copy contains 
lines omitted in the other, most of which have been 
inserted, and, for the sake of distinction, these are 
printed within brackets [ ], thus extending the poem 
,to 582 lines. To point out all ihe minute variations 
between these two copies, might, in fact, require that 
more than half the poem should be reprinted. It may 
be sufficient to notice such as seem to be most mate- 
rial. But I must add, that these additional lines or 
yariations are given on the authority of Pinkerton's 
edition ; for, not being impressed with the idea that any 
such coUation was very requisite, I omitted to compare 
his text with the MS. 

This tale must have passed more than once through 
the press, as we find it included among " Sindrie other 
Delectabil Discourses," announced as printed and sold 
by Robert Charteris, in Edinburgh, in 1603. The only 
edition, however, which has been discovered, is that 
already mentioned as printed in the year 1622, and 
which is of so great rarity that no other copy is known 
except one in the library of Skene of Skene, now by 
succession the property of the Earl of Fife. It has the 
following title : 

*'The Merrib Historie of the Thrie Fribrs of 
Berwickb. 0" Printed at Aberdene, By Edward 
Raban, For David Melvitl, 1622." 4to. pp. 19. 

In general, the text of this edition corresponds very 
closely with that of Bannatyne's MS., and, like it, 
does not contain the lines which have been inserted 
within brackets. Great liberty, however, has been 
taken in modernizing the language, sometimes at the 
expense of altering the sense, and in introducing ex« 
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pleÜTM to tupply the chaoge in the meaaure occasion- 
ed bj tb« disuBe of the old mode of pronundAtion in 
many of the diasyllables« 

Line 1, &c] ** The title and progrees of tbis Tale 
call for a brief bint of the Monasteriet in Berwick. Mr 
Pennanti in bis Tour in Soodand, toL i.» teils ua from 
Spottlawoode» that, besides two nunneries (one of Be- 
nedictinet« and one of Cistertians) there were three 
monaateriea, namely, of Matburinesy of Dominicana, 
and of Francitcans. But tbis poem mentions four; 
Jacobinea» Garmelitet» Augustines, and Minors. How 
are we to recondle these aecounts ? Tbe Franciscans 
and Minors are well known to be the same. Tbe Ja- 
cobines were also a division of the Dominicans; and 
the Mathurines of the Augustines. Thus both aecounts 
agree» save that Spottiswoode knew not of, or has 
omitted^ the Garmelites. But tbis is of no moment; 
it belog suffident for understanding this tale to be cer- 
tain, as we are, tbat the two friars are of tbe Jacobine 
Order, or White Friars, and the superior detected by 
tbem, is of the Minors, afterwards called Franciscans, 
or Gray Friars. .... The Minors were pardcularly 
hated by the other clergy. A curious enumeration of 
thehr faults occurs in a remarkable Latin pamphlet in 
the Editor's possespion, printed in Gothic letter about 
1490, containing, 1. The speech of Richard Archblshop 
of Armagh against the Minors or Privilegiati, made in 
the Consistory before the Pope and Gardinais at Avig- 
non, 8th No7. 1357. . . • The Archblshop is very 
scFere against the gallantry of the Minors; and says, 
jam cum pulcherrimis dominabus philosophentur in ca» 
mertV*-*PiNKEBTON. 
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Line 5. In to thU Umn.] ** Though Berwick was in 
possession of the EngUähy yet being situated on the 
north aide of the Tweed, and having been frequently 
held by Scotland, moBt of its inhabitants appear to have 
been Scots, and the garrison alone could be properly 
called Engliah. The monasteries in particular were 
moetly, if not all> founded by the Earls of March 
and other Scotiahmen. Hence the monka muat have 
been chiefly Scotiah; and of coune held their princi- 
pal intercoune witb their own nation.— From the in- 
troduction of thia Tale» it ia evidentty written by one 
perfectly acqnainted with the acene of action; and his 
descriptions have every clalm to tnith. It ia even 
highly probable that die incidenta are founded on 
reality, though, indeed, the exquisite nature of the 
piece would give tnith to ficiion." — Pinkbrton. 

Line 11, And syne the casteHJ] '* Mr Pennant says, 
c On the cession of Berwick, as one of the securities 
for the payment of the ransom of William King of 
Scotland, the Castle, now a ruin, was built by Henry IL' 
Mr Pennant then teils us, that Berwick is contracted 
ftom its old dimensions, and that the castle ia at some 
distance from the present ramparts of the city. It 
always was so, as is piain from Froissart, speakiog of 
Berwick, (which he calls Warwick, and thua confounds 
it with quite another town) : he says, * Le chastel est 
numlt bei et fort, au dehors de Ia cite* (Chroniques, 
Tome i.) It was in the hall of this castle that Edward 
I. determined the competitlon for the crown of Scot- 
land." — Pinkbrton. 

Line 12. With strait tawris.] In M. MS. and edit 
1622, With staithe iawris. 

Line 21. The tonne, &c.] In the British Museum 
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(MS. Harl. 7017, art 88) there is an uopublished ** De- 
•cripUoo of Berwlck," writteo about the middle of the 
aeyentaenth centuiy. For tbe foUowing pamagea 
eztncted froai it, I am indebted to the kindness of 
Robert Wbdobll» Eiq.» Berwidc— ** In this Towne 
were In tiniea |M8t keepi and mdntiüned neare one 
thouiand brave Soldiourt. . . • Thia Towne was 
•trengthened, environed« and is incbrcuited with streng 
walls and flankeirs, each rampier containing four or 
five great pleces of ordinance, and everj flanker had 
(wo great ordinance opposite one to another, &c. 
• . . Tbis towne hath seTerall secret vaults or pas- 
sages, besides the common gates; it had two of the 
falrest windmills in Grcftit Britaine ; it hath a commo- 
dious key for shipps» a fair and stately stone bridge, 
bullt at the Charge of the late famous, pious, prudent^ 
and for ever memorable Prince and Bf onarch James 
king of Qreat Britdne, &c. — This towne had a strenge 
Castle» situate upon a high rocke, in manner circular, 
but the want of repairing, as also the delapidation of 
ihe walls, cause the beholders to be sorry, considering 
the mounts, rampiers, and flankers, sometime so well 
replenished with great ordinance, and now looke like a 
new shome sheepe, these great pleces put away few 
knowes whither. This castlehad faire hou8estherein,the 
walls and gates made beautifull with pictures of stone, 
the worke curious and delicate ; it had a large gallery 
couered over with lead; but the worke being unfi- 
nished by the death of the Right Honourable George 
Earl of Dunbarr, cause the pictures in a manner to 
weepe and feare their downfall. I must not omitt the 
faire built Pallace, sometime a court fitter for a prince 
then a subject, but since Berwick's desolution, or rather 
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destruction» It is almost laid levell with the ground." 

Line 22. The he waüis upaun the Upper hand.'] la 
M- MS. and in edit 1622, The volles grene upan the 
uther haad» 

Line 28. TJie grit Croce kirk, and eik the Maüon-dew,] 
** The * grit Croce-lcirk ' is the Church of the Great 
Crora, in Latin perhaps Ecdesia de Magna Cruce^ The 
Maisou'dieu is another name for an Hospital ; and there 
were many hospitals both in England and Scotland, 
which are Imown to have bome this name, Bignifjiug 
the house of Godl"-— Pinkbrton. 

Lines 24—26. The Jbur ordouriSf &c.] These lines, 
as they occur in M. MS., seem to be preferable, and 
perhaps ought to have been adopted in the tezt, as line 
26 may be considered as only summ log up the Orders 
wldch had been named. 

The frian of Jacobinis, quhyt of hew, 
The Gannelitit, Augoetiiu, Minors eik, 
The four ordours of freiris war nocht to seik ; 
And all in to this wourthy place dwdling. 

The edit. 1622 has,~ 

The Jacobines, they friers are of whyte hew, 
The Carmelites, and the Minouries eik, &c. 

Sibbald, adopting the words of Bannatyne's MS. in 
line 23, And the Monkis eik^ supplied Of at the begin- 
ning of the next line — Of the four ordouris. 

Line 51. Hostillar»"] " This is simply householder: 
maneir in next line may imply either his ntode of living, 
or tliat he had a fair manor or farm. Chaucer, speaking 
of a carpenter's house, calls it a hostdrie — (Miller^s 
Tale, near the b^nning). Blind Harry also uses this 
Word generally for a house. Hotel is still French, and 
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almott Englith.'*— PiNKBKTON. ** It ig Decesaary to 
remark that Mr Plnkeiton Meme to be mittaken in the 
profeteion of the landlord. According to every appear- 
ance» Symon Lawder is not a fiumer, but an innkeeper 
or hoUeüar. A farmer, in thote days, was by no means 
likely to have occasion for hay and com in tbe month 
of May ; nor to go into the eauniry to buy necoMaries ; 
nor it it credible that bis wife would be clothed in silk 
and silier stuiF, with the ' red gold ehining through 
her prottd purse;' nor, lastly, that she would have 
hearkened to the ofFer of payment from the poor friars 
for their two pota of ale» widiout a disdainf ul rejection. 
The whole of her gaudy trappings bespeak her the 
miatreaa of an inn ; and the kneading troiigh that held 
a hol] of meal conveys a good idea of the eztent of her 
butinoM. .... James I., upon bis retum from 
England in 1424, found it necessary among bis very 
first acts to ordain, that ^ in burrow townes and throuch- 
fares there should be hostillares havand stables and 
cbalmers, and bread and alle, and all uther fade, als 
well to horse as men, for reasonable price, after the 
chaipes of tbe countrey.' .... In order to esta- 
blish these hostillars or innkeepers with greater facility, 
James L prohibited * burgesses to lodg^ strangers or 
travellers fra time that the hostillaries be made, under 
the pain of forty shilllDgs.' " — Sibbald. 

Line 53.] From M. MS. In Bannatyne's MS. this 
line reads, ' And Symon Lawrear tves his name^ In the 
edition 1622, it is: ' Symon LawreU hee called was by 
name* 

Line 64.] In M. MS. and in edit 1622, Freyr Allane 
Said: Hne 66, Freyr Robert saidy Dame^fiü ane stoip 
ofaill; line 75, thefreirs woxe blytk. 
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Line 126. Ane Blak Freir.'i In M. MS. and edit 1622, 
througbout the poem, Freir John Is called Gray-Freyr^ 
— a dlfference that is quite immateiialy as in no way 
affecting the point of the story. 

Line 1dl. I leif Mm stiü.] *" This transition is fre- 
quent in this tale ; and is certainl j better than suddenljr 
passing from one part of the story to an'other quite dis- 
tinct, without any such waming to the reader." — Pin- 

KBRTON. 

Line 183. The fyre cowld beit] ^ Seit the fire is a 
phrase used by Chaucer, (Knighte's Tale, ver. 2255, 
2294,) for to rouse or stir up, The fire-place was, tili 
within a late period, and is even now, in some farm- 
houses of Scoüand, placed in the middle of the kitchen, 
where all can sit round." — Pinkbrton. 

Lines 189 — 142.J • These four lines do not occur in 
Pinkerton's edit. ; and the reading in one or two of the 
words of the edit. 1622, has been adopted. 

Line 143, ftc] ** The description here given of the 
dress of a farmer's wife, hj a contemperary, gires us a 
good idea of the condition of that rank of people at the 
time, though perhaps the author meaned only to show 
the liberality of her lover. — The reader, who wishes tö 
compare the dress of an Englishwoman, of equal sta« 
tlon, with this, may inspect Chaucer's. admirable de- 
scription of that of the carpenter's wife in The MiUere's 
Taie, a poem which deserves to be called the master- 
piece of Ghaucer." — Pinkbrton. 

Line 146.] Pinkerton gives this line: With ane 
proud purSf and heyis gingling syne. The edit 1622 
has Embrodred purse .* her heyes hang clincking syne, 
" It was usual eyen for the men to wear their purses 
at a girdle. ' For in auld times, like as it is yit used 

VOL. II. 2 B 



386 NOTES. 

in dl ven placet» Uk num ctrried bis tÜTer and bis gold 
In hit belt; either In ana piine hanging at tlie end 
tkareofy or tew^ or Indoaed witbin tbe sarnen.' 
(Skena de Verb. Sign, voce Dyour.y^ — Pinkerton. 
** So tbe Hlgblanders do ttilL So did the Nortbem 
natlona of old. ▼• Tbe Expedition to Ireland in Tbor- 
kelln'a Fragmenti» for Hotkield's Purae."— JlfiS. Note 
by ihe laU D. Macphbrsom. 

Une 158. Croscone trtne.] ** Most of tbe wine import- 
ed Into Britain formerly was of Gascony, also called 
Bourdeauz, from tbe port wbere it was sbipped. . . . 
Tbe Company of vintners in London were originally 
called *Mercbants Viotners of Gascoyne.' Fordun 
mentions wine of Gascoyne as common in Scotland in 

1805."— PiNKBBTON. 

Une 160. Breid ofnume.] At lines 1 19 and 370, it is 
called mcdn breid^ and, sajs Pinkerton, ** means palpably 
tbe very finest» or wbitest wbeaten bread." Sibbald 
understands it as signifying almond biscuit ; in Fr. Pain 
{Pamandi Belg. amandel biskuyt; Germ, mand bred. 
Witbout qnoting all tbat bas been written on the mean« 
Ing and etymology of tbe word, it may be sufficient to 
refer to Dr Jamieson's Dict. and Suppl. sub t. Mane. 

Line 1 76. Botkin] ** means smaU knife. Shakspeare 
uses it for dagger^ in a well-known passage of Hamlet. 
Barbour, in same sense, teils tbat Julius Cssar was 
' Siane unth bodkins unto the deid,* "—Pinkerton. 

Line 204.] After this line, in Plnkerton's edit, Freir 
Jobn continues ibus : 

Into tlut case, Lord, how sali I me beir ? 
For I am ichent and Sjmon find me heir. 
I dreid me sair, and he cum in this innia, 
And iynd me heir, that I los both my quhynnis. 



mfmmimtmmmmmmmmmmmfm^m^^^mmmmm^mmf^^^mm^^^^m^^^^'^ ■ i «« 



NOTES. 387 

Line 212:} Is probablf repeated from line 204 hy 
mistake. In Pfnkerton's edit», instead of this «nd the 
next two linesy we read: 

And tili hir madin tmartÜe can kIio wy : 
AmtLj all this ; and alokin out ihe fyre. 

In the edit. 1622: sqfdy can scho say, Take way this 

geare; &c. 
Line 225.] In Bann. MS. Than went scho, 
Lines 281—232.] In the edit 1622 :— 

When Alison had tholde him long to ctje. 
Ab hälfe a aleepe^ shee answearde crabbedlye. 

Lhies 275—278.] Instead of these lines. Bann. MS. 
has only The Gudwyfsaid^ Yone are Freiris tiioay. 

Line 302. Thay comeJ] In Pink. edit Ar gone, which 
suits better for the rhjrme. 

Line 818. Ane crawn of gold,] ^ Croims of gold 
were French coins, value ten Shillings of our pre- 
sent money, and were so called, because they had ori- 
ginall y a crown on one aide. In Harl. MS. 2252, Henry 
VIIL, answering with great spirit the defiance of James 
IV. of Scotlandy teils bis herald, that the reason why 
that Prince made war on him was, because he was 
anointed with crowns of the sun, These were other 
French gold coins with the sun on reTerse."— Pinkbb- 
TON. See note at page 352. 

Line 318. Jh Pareis didlkir.] « Paris was greatly 
Irequented by Seotish nobility and scholars formerly, 
owing to the amity between the countries. ScoUsh 
churchmen, in particular, had generally been some 
time in the Sorbonne." — Pinkbrton. 

Line 320. Your Domes] read Dame^s, In Pink. edit. 
Our Dame» 
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Llae 889. Praetick.] ** Pnctik it a term commoiiljr 
applied to magleal pracUcea« See King James' Demono- 
logie« It need hardlj be menlioDed» liow generali/ 
magic and wilchcrafl wäre believed, l)otli in England 
and Scodand» tili witfain a late period. In the Editor*! 
poeaestion is a MS. Discourte on Witchcraft» hj Mr 
John Bell, minister at Gladtmuir» written 1705, in 
which are storiet of witchcrafifc and magic, and helps 
against them, &c.*' — Pinkbrton. For a curious and 
interesting sketch of the hlttory of Witchcraft in Scot- 
land, see Mr Kirkpatrick Sharpe's Introducüon to 
Law'B Memorialls. Edin. 1816, 4to. 

Line 841. Ahnerye^'] or Awmry^ a press ; in the edit. 
1622 the Word \% oniformly altered to Panterye^ which 
means a cloeet, or separate apartment 

Line 382. And seifü aü his cure>'\ In M. MS. and edit 
1622, And said^ AB haiü my cure^ Is done* Anone, and 
ye saB have, &c. 

Line 865. And mverU by the mone,] A customary 
oath. See Jamieson's Dict sab y. Mone. 

Line 40a Playit cqp ouf] ** This phrase is used bj 
Dimbar in one of bis short poems, here published 
[vol. i. p. 1A6.] It metamdrankmiithecup, — Thewbole 
of the scene is now highly dramatic, and nothing can 
exceed the imexpected change of Situation in the par- 
ties. A most excellent farce might be founded on this 
tale."— «PiNKBKTON. " They have got it on the stage of 
Sadler*s Wells, (in 1794) uifder the title of its impro- 
Ted cop7, The Monk and the Miller's Wife."— ilf/S: 
Note by the late D. Macphbrson. 

Lines 418 to 420; 427 and 428; 480 and 481 ; and 459 
to 462, are not contained in Pinkerton's editlon« 

Lines 472—474.] In Pinkerton's edition: 
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Bot» brodier deir, your servand wald I b^. 
Freyr Robert sayd, Sen Uiat your will is so, 
Teil onto me, withouttin wourdis mo, 
In to quhat itait ye list dmt he appeir. 

Line 485. In habeit blak.^ See note to line 126. *' The 
enmity of the different monastic ordere to each otiier 
is knovni to be extreme. But I wish Bome reason had 
been given for Btriking a spfarit» which seems to me the 
only objectionable part of this tale. Perhaps, how- 
ever, it may be said with great reasoD, that both the 
Farmer and the Friar must now have been drunk; and 
their speaking and acting irrationally are of course 
highly in nature." — Pinkbrton. In the edit 1022, at 
line 435, it is ezpressly said that Symon and his com- 
panions were drunlc 

For aye tibie wyne was raking them amang ; 
Till at the last, that they were drunke each ane, 

Linea 51 1 and 512 ; and 525 to 582, are not contained 
in Pinkerton's ediüon. 

Line 523. 2% cowU auttaur thyface,'\ ** Thoiigh the 
friar wished to punish the Superior, yet he doea not 
push the chastisement to cruelty. Showing his face 
would haye been a total loss of his character, and that 
extreme punishment is therefore spared. Not to add, 
that the farmer might perhaps have known him, and 
soonhave distinguished his acquaintance from a spirit." 
— Pinkbrton. 

Lines 53d--^5d8.] In Pinkerton's edition : 

With that tihe freyr under the trouche that lay, 
No wounder thoch hia hart was in 0flfray ; 
Than off the trouche he tumblit sone anone, 
And to äie dure he sebapis bim to gone. 



« 
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Lina 647« Mustarde stane] * must mean mortar stone ; 
a largo •kme mortir med tobniisebarleyin» with ahuge 
wooden beeile» in order to fit it for the pot» before bar- j 

lejr null were invented. Such hollow stones atOl ap- 
pear in the yarda of old ftrm-boiuea, though never uaed 
now. (See MrCallander^aTwoAncientScotiah Poems, 

p. 188.)**— PlllKBaTON. 

Lbe 556. With stanis dry."] In edit 1622, TFith 
MtaneafuU Aye. 

Line 576. For it U best] In edit 1622» I holde it 
beU. 

Line 577, &c.] The concludiog lines in Puakerton'B 
editlon are : 

Thnt Symon ■ beid upon the wall wu brokin ; 
Ani •!• freyr Johne sttour the itayr was loppin. 
And hnrt hif heid, and wart him wonnder iD : 
And Aleaoun aeho gat nocht all her will. 
And thiia my taill I end heir of the Freyr. 
Chryst aend iu peice» and lat ua nevir have weyr. 

In the edition of 1622, line 578 : And ecke Frier John 
into the myre is loppen ; 579, Hee wette his head, and drest 
hie doatheefuü iU; 581, This is afeatewhich ; 582, The 
Lorde helpe U9, and Christ his Sonne so deare, 

A GENERAL SATIRE— Page 24, 

This poem is preserved in the manuscripts of Ban- 
natyne and Maitland. In the first of these it is attri- 
buted to Dunbar ; in the other, and probably more 
correctly, to Sir James Inglis. The period of its com- 
Position is also uncertain. Lord Hailes, from the 
allusion in line 46, concludes that it was written soon 
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«fter ihe lostitution of the College of Justice by James 
the Fifth in 1582. It is much more probable, as Mb 
SiBBALD suggests, that this allusion must have been ** to 
the Lords of Daily Council appointed in 1503; and thus 
the poem, whether by Sir James Inglis or by Dunbar, 
must have been written between 1503 and 1518» when, 
agreeably to stanza tburteenth, the good people of 
Scotland had an opportunity of reviling both a King 
and a Queen. Lord Halles seems, therefore» erroneous 
in bis chronology of this poem. He says it must have 
been written after the marriage of James V. in 1586; 
that is, about seven years after the death of Sir James 
iDgiis, or serenteen years after the death of Dunbar; 
and we have no right to ascribe it to any other per- 
son."— >SiBBALD. Mr J. Chalmers, in bis MS. notes, 
coocurs in this opinion, that the allusion in line 46 was 
'* to the Judges and Lords appointed by James IV« to 
be members of the Daily Council, established by Act 
of Parliament, March 11, 1508-4; and if so, the poem 
was probably written in 1504, by Dunbar, for Sir James 
loglis had not then begun to write." 

As we really know nothing of the literary history 
of Sir James Inglis, for except this poem no other 
composition by hlm is known to exist, we ought not to 
infer that he could not have been its author, as if all 
bis compositions were necessarily subsequent to the 
supposed dato of this poem. But, in fact, it contains 
no direct allusions that would üx. the date within any 
particular period or reign. See the notes to lines 46 
and 68. 

Sir James Inglis appears to have been a person of 
some distinction at Court, and had not bis lifo been 
brought to a premature close, he might» in all proba- 
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bllltj, have altaliied the highMt eeclMiastical prefer- 
■MBl» Bu( Ihere wer« two chorclimeii of that name 
who wen canteniponrieay and this drcumstanoe being 
hltherto unnotieed» I mMj avail mjrtelf of Uüb occanon 
toprore Uielac^aBd lo itate Mnie particalan of iheir 

One of tlie earliett aollcea of Sir James Inglis diat 
occiin in the Treaturer'i Acoountiy is Dec 10, 1511, 
when 12 ells of USety and 13 eile of canyas were für- 
alehed^alanexpenseof L.%8i.9and Us.» << to be byme 
and hit eoUegii play-code." At thli time he was attach- 
ed lo the Royal Household» and received his ' leveraj/ 
or drei^i at Yule, with an annual salary of L.40y paid 
quarterl j» to ^ Schir James Inglis» Qeric of the Kingis 
doset" Soon after the birth of James the Fifth» when 
Gavin Danbar» afterwards Archbishop of Glasgow» was 
^ppointed his preoeptor, and David Ljndsay» Usher» 
1^ James Inglis was ' Chapellane to the Prince»' with 
the same salary« How many years he retained this 
Situation is uncertain» the Treasurer's Accounts du- 
ring the minority of James the Flfth being nearly all 
lost In the year 1515» he is called Secretary to the 
Queen Margaret» and some of his letters» written that 
year» while he was in England» employed in some ne- 
gotiations connected with her party» are preserved 
among the Cottonian Manuscripts. But he still con- 
tinued attached to the Prince» as in tiie same year» Sept 
12» the Treasurer paid L.2» 16s.» '' deliverit to Schir 
James Inglis for the Kingis grace» and for my Lord 
Duke his brother, to he thame sarkis, aucht elnis holand 
[claith] ;*' and on the 28th Jan. 1515-16» <' Item, to Schir 
James Inglis» for wylicotis [under-vests» or petticoats] 
to the King» ij ein scarlet, L.5." 



•«■ 
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mp In a Charter of Sept 19tb, 1527, ha ia Btfled Chan- 

tat cellor of the Royal Ghapel at Stirling; and aa * Chaa- 

■I cellor of the Kingis Chapell/ the Treasurer fiimlshed 

m him with 16 ells of black satyne to be a goun, at the 

III C08t of L.22y 88. In the Treasurer's Accounts of the 

Barne year, he is also styled * Maister of Werk/ or bq- 
^1 ' perintendent of the works erecting at the King'B ex- 

[^ penBCy with an annual salary of L.40. He llkewiBe waa 

n employed, as in former yearB, in getting up dramatic 

,• entertainmentB for the Court, — ^thuB preeenting a sin- 

p gular instance of the dlverBified kinda of employment 

g in which ecclcBiaBtical dlgnitarieB deemed it not unbe- 

p Coming in those day s to be engaged. For, about the end 

I of I526,theTrea8urer paid, ** Item, to Sir Jamea IngÜB to 

I by play-coitis agane Zule, be the Kingis precept, L.40«" 

I Not long after thlB, he must have been adranced to the 

Abbacy of CulroBs. But, for some reason not stated by 
our hlBtorians, the Abbot of GulrosB, on the Ist of 
March, 1581, waa murdered by the Baron of Tullialane 
and bis followerB, among whom waa a pricBt named Sir 
William Lothian. On the 28th of March, 1531, John 
Blacater of Tollyalloune, and William Louthian (who 
had been publicly degraded from bis orderB, in the 
King'B preaence, on the preceding day), being con- 
Ticted by an Assize of art and part of the cruel slaughter 
of James Ingus, Abbot of CulrosBe, were beheaded. 
(Pitgairn's Griminal TrialB, vol. i. p. «151.) 

Ab a poet, IngÜB'B fame reBts upon the tCBtimony of 
Sir David LyndBay, with whom he must have been 
familiär, from their intercourBe in the Prince'B houBe- 
hold. In a poem, written in December 1530, Lyndsay 
thuB commemorates Sir JamcB, who waa then alive, 
and alluding to hia former occupationB at Court» in* 
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daoat»! liial hit opulent AblMiey had »uppr e— e d hb 
Ittenay portults. 

And, in tht Coorte, bene pment in thir djiyia» 
That bdUtit Wevii luttelie, and Uyii» 

Qohilkia tili oure Prinoe daylie thay do prcaent. 
Quha can lay mair than ScHxa Jamss Ivolis saTia 
In baUatit, fiuauy and in plesand playit ? 

Bot CuLEOM haith hit pen maid impotent. 

(Workt, vol. i. p. 286.) 

The otbor Jamss In olis was also in Prieat's orderst 
and succeeded Sir Thomas Marshall as chaplain in 
tiie Abbay of Cambuskennethy some tlme between 1508 
and 1511, as appears from the Treasurer's Accounts. 
One or two extracts majr be here given* 1513» March 
18. * Item, to Schir James Inglis, tfaat syngis in Cam- 
butkynneth for the King and Quene that last decessit, 
for bis half yeris fee of the terme of Mertymes lastblpas^ 
L.6, 13s. 4d.' 1516, Aug. 7. ' Item, to ane Schir James 
Inglis, quhilk is feft in Cambuskynneth for the saulis 
of King James the Threid and bis Quene, takand yerely 
for bis fee, as bis infeftment beris, twenty merkes/ &c. 
1517, June 19, * Item, to Schir James Inglis, for bis 
pensioun and service at Saint Ninian's Chapel in 
Striveling, xx merkis.' On the 4th of Jan. 1515, the 
presentation * super vicaria pensionaria ecclesie de 
Forrest,' was given ' Domino Jacobo Inglis, capeUano.' 
(Regist. Secr. Sig. vol. y. p. 38.) That this chaplain 
was a different person from the Abbot of Culross, 
appears conclusively from the fact that he continued 
for several years after the reign of James the Fifth to 
receive bis usual salary. Thus, in the Treasurer's Ac- 
counts for the years 1546 to 1550, one of the latest en- 
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tries, in 1550, is: " Item, to Scbib Jambs Inguschb, 
chapillane of our Lady Altar, fundit withfn the Abbay of 
Cambuskynnetb, to pray for tbe saullis of vmqubile our 
Souerane Lord, qubom 6od assolz^, King James tbe 
Thrid and Quene Margaret bis spouss, ilk zeir xx 
marlds, summa [for 4 years] L.53, 6s. 8d." In tbe next 
Yolume, from 1550 to 1552, it appears tbat, probably on 
account of advanced age, be bad resigned tbis Situation 
in favour of Sir Robert Paterson : ** Item, to Scbir Robert 
Paterson, cbaplane off our Lady Altar witbin tbe Abbay 
of Gambuskynnetb, serly, in tbe place of Scbir James 
IngJis, quba bad tbe samin of befoir, and resignit and 
ourgevin be bim in favouris of tbe said Scbir Robert, 
L.ld, 6s. 8d." How long be may bave survi^ed cannot 
be ascertained. 

Wbetber tbis Sir Jambs Inglis sbould be ranked as 
an autbor, is by no means certain ; but tbere is one cir* 
cumstance wbicb may excuse an additional paragrapb 
to tbis long introductory note. Dr Greorge Mackenzie 
(Lives, Tol. iii. p. 40) bas written wbat be calls a *' Life 
of Sir James Inglis, knight,** wbicb is obViously not to 
be trusted. Part of bis narrative is founded upon Lynd- 
say's lines already quoted, and as it is beyond all doubt 
tbat tbese refer to tbe Abbot of Culross, wbo was mur- 
dered in 1581, it follows tbat be could not bave been 
tbe same wbo, Mackenzie says, so distinguisbed bim- 
self against tbe Englisb forces wbicb invaded Scotland 
under tbe Earl of Somerset, in 1547, tbat " tbe GoTer- 
nour, tbe Earl of Arran, knigbted bim in tbe field for 
bis valour ;" and wbo, as we are fartber told, ** went 
over to Fife, wbere be spent tbe remnant of bis life in 
tbe innocent amusements of a country life,during wbicb 
time be composed several treatises botb in verse and 



806 



NOTES. 



proM» of wlilcli we bave tUll extut oae, called Scoi- 
Itnd't Complaiiitt prinled wX St Andrews, in 1648 ;" and 
who died a( CulroM in 1554« Since we find that a Sir 
Jamw Inglit waa alive in 1550» the sappoaition thaA he 
nüght bäte been the audior of that well*known worir, 
Thb CoMPLATifT OF ScoTLAMD, is not 80 abflurd aa waa 
formerly imagined. From the eztracta he liaa ffiven, k 
ia eyidenl that he muat haTe liad a copy of the woric 
before iiim. Kow, aa we may conclude Äat the Tolume 
actuallj waa printed at St Andrews, in 1548 or 1549, 1 
cannot conceive that Mackenaie, however careleea in 
manj of bis atatementa, would have attributed it to 
Inglis without some kind of authority, probably für- 
nithed hj the title-page of the book itself. If tipetfect 
copj of that corious little volumey which was repub- 
liiüied in a leamed manner by the late Da John Let« 
DKM, in 1801, should ever cast up, this much-disputed 
point as to authorahip might perdianee be ascertained. 



Line 6. Sicpryd with PreüatiSt sofew üUpreiche and 
prayJ] ** For Illustration of this Charge, see preface to 
Archbisfaop Hamilton's Catechism, and the first book 
of Knox*B History*' — Hailbs. 

Line 7. Sic harU of karhttis with thame^ beUth nicht 
and day.l Lord Halles, mistaking the chronology of 
this poem, had an opportunity of introducing the fol- 
lowing curiouB commentary on this line. It would not 
be Tery difficult to adduce similar examples, at the 
time when the poem was composed^ *^ David Bethune, 
Abbot of Aberbrothock in 1525, afterwards Archbishop 
of St Andrew's, and a Cardinal under the title of Sancti 
Stephani in Codio Monte, had three bastards legitimated 
in one day; Rec b. xxvi. No. ddO. William Stewart» 
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^A Bifthop of Aberdeen, from 1592 to 1545, had a bastard 

ijt son legitimated; Ibid. b. xzYiii. No. S60. William 

ri K Ghisolme, Blshop of Dumblane, from 1 527 to 1 564^ ga?e 

^1 great portions to bis bastard son and two bastard daugh- 

ggi ters; Keith, Catahgue of Scottish JBishops, p. 105. 

g^ Alexander Stewart, Bisbop of Moray, from 1527 to 

gp 1534, had a bastard daughter legitimated ; Rec b. xxx. 

r^, No. 1 16 ; and a bastard son legitimated ; ibid. b. xxx. 

^, No. 374. But tbey were all excelled by Patriclc Hep* 

buniy Bishop of Moray, from 1535 until the Reforma- 
tion, for he had ßve bastard sons all legitimated in one 
^, day ; ibid. b. xxx. No. 585 ; and two bastard daughters, 

u. b. xxx. No. 572. Such were the goodly fruits of deri* 

' cal celibacy I They among the reformed who looked 

' baclc to Rome, always revered the pure politic celibacy 

jj of that church." — Hailbs. 

Line 9. So stränge to thair abbay,"] ** The practice of 
holdiog benefices in commendatn, became prevalent 
under the reign of James IV. Of this there are various 
examples in EpistolcB Reg. Scot, vol. i. From that pe- 
riod until the Reformation, benefices were, by a short- 
sighted policy, heaped on the relations or the retainers 
of the nobility ; meantime learning, morals, and even 
diseipline, were neglected. A clergy without know- 
ledge and without virtue, could neither withstand the 
assaults of Innovators, nor maintain authority oyer the 
minds of the people." — Hailes. 

Line 1 1. Cled up in secular tveicL] " This affectation 
of wearing the dress of laymen was very ancient. See 
Scottish Canons, 1242, c xi. p. 9, and 1549, c. vii. ,* TTtT- 
kins^ Tol. if . p. 46-60. The foUowing lines are lerelled 
at Bome particular person, whom I cannot, with cer« 
tainty, discover."— Hailbs. 
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Llae 16. So mony maüierüp so numy guhkit clerkü.J 
** So nuuiy mästen of aits Mnong tfae elergy, and 7«t 
■ach general Ignortnce. Guck, Chwek ii properlf the 
cuckow." — ^Hailbs. 

Line 18» Cfdupsfifrothetpiene."} ** From the tpleen ; 
mad the aente of the exprcMion seemt to be, to tho- 
roughly imolent and overbeaiing." — Hailbs. 

Line 19. Sie lotin mitA».] ** So many lost shirta; 
auch petty laroeny. See Dunbar^s IfwecHve, atanza xxii. 
llne 7. I am not altogether aatiafied with this explana* 
tion." — Hailks. De Jamibson» in SuppL aub t. Loein, 
quotea from the Aberdeen Register, ** Ane new sark 
loiin with blak werk/' but leavea it unexplained. 

Line 22. To play them at the trulis.] "* Tbis is ob- 
acure. Trouii^ in the dialect of Poitou, means a gpin^ 
die : SO ihat to pUty at the trulis^ may imply to hold the 
distaify to amuse one's seif in female occupations, or at 
aome game, like T, totum^ which resembles a spindle. 
I am informed that trule means some childish game, of 
the natura of cappy^hole : if so, the sense will be, as if 
he had said, ' Who are better quaiified for playing at 
chuck-farthing, than for redressing the grievanoes of 
the poor commons." — Hailbs« ** Germ, torl signifiea 
the game of top. Tbe term, however, seems rather to 
denote some trundling sort of game, perhaps resem- 
bling the bowls; as probably allied to Su. G. triO-a 
rotari, ut seiet glohus ; Ihre."— Jamibson. 

Line 26. Sa mony partiall sawis,] ** So many partial 
aentences or decrees." — Hailbs. 

Line 29. Sic fenyeit flauns."] ''Possibly pretended 
defects in the tide-deeds of estates, used as an angine 
of oppression ; or it may mean falsa tales in general." 
Hailbs. 
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Lines 36-38.] " The nobles loudly dedared their re- 
solutions to remedy this grievance; but ihey are like 
cowardsywho arm while theydare notfight" — Hailes. 

Line 41. «Sic vant qf ivoustourisJ] ** A woustour is 
used in Pierce Ploumum for a thraso, or miles ghriostis» 
It Ib the same as boaster. In modern Engliali» b and w 
are reciprocal lettera." — Hailbs. 

Line 43. Megratouris,] " Engrossers and foreatallers; 
of whose ofifencesy moBtly imaginary, the Btatute*book 
in both kingdomB is füll."— Hailbs. 

Line 46. Sa mony Jugeis and Lardis now maid of 
LATB.] " Hence it appears that this poem was written 
Boon after the Institution of the College of Justice by 
James V." — Hailes. From the introductory note it 
will be Seen that this reference might have been to the 
Lords of Daily Council, any time between 1^04 and 
1532. 

Line AI, Sa smaä refugeis the pewre man to elebait,"] 
" As if he had said, * Such little quirks to lay the poor 
man low.' Refuge^ in Cotgrave» is said to be demurrer^'* 
— Hailbs. 

Line 48.* For commounweiü so guhene,"] ^* So few 
zealous for the public good. We still use wheene in 
ihe sense of afewP — Hailbs. 

Line 49. Sa mony theivis sa tait,] ** Probably täte, 
tyte, ready and expedite in eyery highway : so many 
active tliieves. See glossary to G. Douglas, tt. Tote, 
fyfe."— Hailbs. 

Line 51. Sa mony ane sentence^retreiiit for to tvin,'] 
** So many judgments reversed in order to obtain mo* 
ney» or the friendship and patronage of the parties." — 
Hailbs. 

Line 54. Haist thame to thepin,] ** So many dcTices 
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toforwardtheirpreferment Pin ]% paint ot pinnade,** 

Line 57. Sic haUand-schMaris guhUk at Cokkiibeis 
gryce,] ''This alludes to a populär poem preaerTed 
in Lord Hjmdford't [Bumaljne*!] MS. One Cotr- 
keibS had a bladc ww whicli he fM>ld for tliree pennies. 
He lo6t one of tliose pennies ; it was found by a penion, 
who purchased a pig with it. A veiy nomerous Com- 
pany was invited to feast upon this pig. The guests 
are enumerated in the tale. It would be tedious to 
mention tfaem ; they are, in genera], wicfced, leird» and 

disorderlypersonsofeyerydegree This poem 

is, as to Tersification, below contempt. It contains, 
however, many curious particulars conceming the 
mannen of the vulgär. It even mentions the names of 
the different fashionable dances. It was eertainly com- 
posed a considerable time before the Reformation. 
The reader will now understand who they were. 



' qnhilk at Cowkelbyia gryce 



Are balden of pryoe, when lymoari» do oonvene.* 

Limmer is supposed to mean mungriü. It fs here un- 
derstood of every worthless person. In Ihe modern 
Scotish language, it is supposed to mean a loose wo- 
man ; and, indeed, if Lye's derivation of the word in 
bis additions to Junius be right, that was its original 
and proper signification."— Hailbs. The very stränge 
tale of " Cokkiibeis Sow" is also alluded to by Dunbar, 
▼ol. i. p. 147, and by Gawin Douglas in bis Palace of 
Honour, written in 1501. It was first printed in 
*' Select Remains of the Early Populär Poetry of Seo^ 
land/' 1822, 4to. 
Line 62. Sic cursing evin and mome,'] ^ Such con- 



NOTES. 401 

Btant coursing or hunting with greyhounds, as ftppears 
firom the context"— Hailbs. 

Line 64. Sa mony paitiattis toome*'] ** ParpaüauU^ 
Partdet,partelot^ is a woman's niff. It is also used for 
an Ornament on the fofehead of horses. The gloesary 
to the Evergreen says, that it is an under-coat See 
Rabelais, L 4. c 18. Papt/fefft»."— Hailbs. <<Lord 
Hailes seems to view it as the same with E. partlet, 
which, he sa^, is a woman's ruff. According to Skin- 
ner, the latter is rather a napldn or nedc-lcerchief. It 
mighty perhapSy be some sort of bandeau for the head, 
as Fr, pateäette denotes the broad piece of leather which 
passes through the top of a headstall, Cotgr. Arm. Pa^ 
telet, however« according to Bullet, is a bib for children. 
Sibbald explains it ruff, viewing ' Fr. poitral (pectoT' 
ak) a Cover for the neck and breast,* as the oiig^." 

-^AMIESON. 

Line 66. Sa mony rahkettis, sa mony ketche'piUaris.*'] 
^ Ghauoer, Testament of Love, p. 482, uses the phrase, 
* playing rahet* for being inconstant. If the word is here 
taken in that sense, the meaning is, so much inconstancy 
either in privaÜB life or in political principles."— Hailbs. 
** Racket is properly the name of the bat which strikes 
the ball at Tennis, (see the Glossary to Lyndsa/s 
Works,) but is also applied to the game itself, and is 
so used by Sir D. Lyndsay. 

^ Ketche, Kaitche, Caiehe or Cache, as it is varlously 
speit, was a iavourite game at Court, in the reigns of 
James IV. and James V. Sir David Lyndsay, in bis 
Satyre of the Three Estates, makes the parson say— 

Thocht I preich noclit, I can pUty at the Catche : 
I wait there is nocht ane amang you all 
Mair ferylle can play at tbe fute ball. 
VOL. II. 2 C 
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•■ lo Ibe TrMMirer'a AccoudU of Juae« IV. aad JaaMi 
V. tbcre v« frequent ptymeaM f<K ImJI« to tfae Klag. U> 
pla7 at ttifl Galcbe, and for moiier loat by the King ■! 
Um game, for example : läOB, April 1 7. ' For ballls to 
theKlng.toplajattheCdchB,«!.'— Sune d»r, 'Totb« 
£lDg,quhUkebe Untat the Calche, 14«.' — April lO.tbe 
King ■ plajh at th« Calche witli the Lard of Burlj, and 
tlnt L4, 4* .'—läse, June «9, ■ For ballls In Crumtia' 
Cftcba-parU <]ub«n tfae King playtt witb tfae Imtö Gl«m- 
mla, 90t.'— Aug. IS, ' Oevln for ballis In the Cacbe- 
puyll, lOa.' — The Catche wai probablf « almilar game 
to tbat crf Catch-ball, wbich I* «tili prtcüsed in Scot- 
lud ; and Caich-puyll wm the oame of the place wbere 
the game waa played." — HS. Not«, J. Cbalmebs. 

Line 67. Sic hMckOtU.] " A naeqaet, \a Frencfa, is 
a lad who marka at lennla. It la dow uied for an Jn- 
aignlficant penon. Sie tutivillari». Juniua In etj/mot 
Toc Tron^teriei, baa the following note. ' Rea nihil!, 
tAing* of no loorih, oUm titivilitia puto dlcta ; prout 
antiquta litiviliHorum nomen denotabat fila putrlda, qiu^ 
de coto cadunt) plureaque Id genui rea TilisBlmai, 
qnaa probonim roerclmonionim loco alinpllcioribui 
obtnidunt impoatore*.' See alte Eratmi Adagio, ^oe. 
TitiviUitium.''^^kiixs. See note to llne 5t9 of tbe 
Flyüng. 

Line ee. King and Quene."] " Hagdalene of JFVance, 
the fint wlfe of Jamea V., icarcely aurriTed the r^o^ 
clng« at her nuptiala, lo that the good peopte of Scot- 
land had no opportunltf of censuring ber. tiaij of 
Ouiae, therefoce, miutbe here meant; and ihls proves 
the poem to have been mitten eome time after June 
15S8, when ahe waa marrled to Jamea V."— Hiiles- 
From the introductorj' note it will be aeen that the 
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poem beloDgs to an earlier period than Lord Halles 
Imagined. As Margaret, wife of James tbe Fourth, 
BtUl retained the title of Queen, the mention of King 
and Queen in this Ime might be explained, without the 
necessity of fixipg the date of the poem either previous 
to the death of James the Fourth, in 1513, or subse- 
quent to the marriage of James the Fifth, in 1538. 

Line 69.] ^ Such gluttons descended of millars, 
seems to be personal satire, and, at this distance of 
time, inexplicable." — Hailes. 

Line 71. Sicfartingaiüis onflaggis alsfatt as quhailis.] 
** From the Fr. vertugalle, a corruptioif of vertu-gard^ 
a hoop-petticoat"— -SiBBALD. ** It will scarcely be be- 
Ifeved in this age, that in the last, the city4adies re- 
formed their hereditary farthingales, after the Scottish 
fashion* In a comedy called Eastward Hoe, act 1. 
Dodsleifs coUection of old plays, vol. iv. p. 155, 157, 

* Enter Poldavy, a French tailor, with a Scottish far- 
thingale and a French fall in bis arms.' Mildred says, 

* Tailor Poldavy, prythee fit, fit it. Is this a right 
Scot ? Does it clip close ? and bear up round ?'— On 

ßaggis, On flanks as fat as the sides of a whale." — 
Hailes. 

Line 72. Haitis that littiü availles,] " Of little avail, 
or little worth, according to the Scottish idiom, means 
more than a negative ; not usekss; but highly censurable. 
This line probably alludes to the dress of the women, 
who covered their faces in such a manner as to call for 
the sage interposition of the legislature ; act 70, James 
IL That Statute provides, ' That no woman cum to 
kirk nor mercat [into places of public resort] with her 
face mussaled or covered, that scho may not be kend.' 
This act of Parliament to the contrary notwithstanding, 
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Ilie ladlM conttoued wuuiakd during three reigns. In 
the dajs of Junes V. Sir David Lindeny thue ceasures 
them:— 



Quboi tbey go to qoyet placn. 



I tiuune esuDte to ladt tluür ümt, 

Qnlieii thty wiU make eoDatioim 

With ottie Inttie eompanyeoon ; 

Bot in tlie kirk and markti'piaee»f 

I dunk tbay nild not hide thair iaeea.**— Hailis. 

Line 78« And siefowill taUHs to stceip the cahay deneJ] 
** The enomiitj of loDg trains was proTided against hj 
the ssme Statute of James n , ' Tliat na woman wear 
tailes unfit in lengtb.' The legislature has not deter- 
mined wliat tails were fit in length ; tbat perhaps may 
be gaüiered from a mandate issued by a Papal legate 
in Oermany to ihe nations under bis care : ' VeUunina 
etiam mulienim» quie ad verecundiam deHgnandem eis 
sunt eoncessa, sed nunc per'insipientiam earum in las- 
eiviam et luxuriam excreverunt» et immoderata hngU 
tudo superpeBiciorufn^ quibua pulverem trahtmtf ad mode«* 
ratum usum, sicut decet verecundiam sexüs^ per ezcom- 
municationis sententiam cohibesntur.' Transcribed 
from a MS. of the 14th Century» by Ludewig, BeUq. 
Dipiom,tom. iL p. 441. This mandate does not precisely 
ascertsin the orthodox Standard of petdcoats ; but as 
it excommunicates the * tailes to swepe the causy dene/ 
and says that the moderate use of petdcoats, for mo* 
desty's sake, is to be adopted» it may be concluded» 
that ladies who covered tfaeir feet were sufficiently 
conformists ; an inch or two less might be immodesty» 
an inch or two more might be vanity. 

** What effects followed from this proyisional sen- 
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tence of excommimication, I bave not learnt: certain 
it Ib, that the Scotish Act of Parliament against lang 
tailSf was equally fruidess with that against mussaling; 
for in the reign bf James V., Sir David Lindesay wrote 
a long poem, called, * An supplication directit from 
Sir David Lindesay of the Mont, Knicht, to the Kingis 
Grace^ in contemptioun of syde taillis,' p. S06.^p. Sil. 
It is not withoat humour, but is bejrond measure in» 
decent" — Hailes. 

Line 74. FiUok,] ^ I cannot expläin this better than 
in the words of Horaoe : — 

Quo, vdot Utis equa trima campii, 
Lttdit exttltim» metuitqne tangiy 
Nuptiorum expers, et adhuc protervo 
Cruda marito." — Hailzs. 

Line 76. Sa mony ane Kittie drest up with goldin 
chenyL] ^ As if he had said, < So many whores with 
golden diains adomed.' • . • Kittie also seems to Import 
a giddy young woman, though not dissolute It is not 
uncommon to use the cause for the «^^"— 'Hailes. 

Line 78.] Lord Hailes observes that ** the Fr. phrase» 
Pomme d^ambre,^ means an amber bead, in shape and 
colour like an apple; hence the English word pomander. 
It is reasonable," he continues, ''to suppose that, either 
by analogy of language, or by Imitation, apill, apple, 
had the same sense with us. Upon this supposition 
the whole line is intelligible. Apill renye is a rein, 
string, or necklace of beads, and, as I take it, an araber 
necklace; for the sense seems to be, ' always dis- 
playiDg an amber necklace, which makes her cbin, or 
under-jaw, appear yellow.' Thus the two difficult 
words, apphy when applied to mn, and golden^ when 
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applied to chin^ l«ad lo the expIkaHon of ihU olMciiie 
▼ene. The fiMhion of wearing amber necldaces hj 
degreea wenl down aosong the Iower «ort of people in 
ScoUaad ; U Is now almoat ezploded eren mmong them. 
I toppoee tome fuUire age will be to seek among tbe 
Tttigar for the definltloii of eardinale and capucine, 
wbile curchee [cownr^chef] and pl^ds again coyer ibe 
bead and ahoalden of a woman of fashion." — Hailbs. 

Line 79. OfSathaniB seinyi^ nare sie an unsaO menyie.] 
^ The meaning of tbit line maj be * such an imhallowed 
Company tprung from the corruptlon of Satan.' It bu 
been auggetted, that seinye in our old language means 
synoeL ThIa Interpretation makes good senae» and Is 
confirmed bj Knoz« p. 63. The reader will detennine 
whether it or the other contains the moet probable 
•enae of the paa8age."^HMLEs. 

V. R. according to Pinkerton.— Line 14, Sa few to 
reid the doargey and the beid; 28, Nor stanche ; 31, and 
myehari» ; 38, $pend the spreyth ; 41, Sic vantar • • • ^ 
sindrie; 58, WanmeUälprice ; %\, Sa monyaythis; 72 ^ 
Sicfaceit fyhfules with horU that lytil avalis; 74, Ja* 
iokis ; 78, Schawand their semblance schene ; 79, At Sa- 
tan^s seinye sie ane urueä m^nye* 

ANE BRASH OF WOWING— Page 28. 

In MSS. Bannatfne, Maitland, and Reidpetb.— Tbis 
poem was first printed in the Evergreen, ander the 
name of Clerk,— a name which has been affized to it 
in Bannatyne's MS., apparently in a modern band. la 
the other MSS. it is ascribed to Dunbar, and I fear 
there is no good reason for believing that he must not 
be held chargeable for ita compositioD, and conse- 
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quently that \t should have had a place in ibe first 
volume. I Bhall onlf observe that this brash, or rough 
mode of wooing, is written with much more spirit tban 
delicacy ; and I may be excused for not attempting to 
explain many of the stränge and uncouth expresftions 
which it contains. Among the anonymous ** Ballatis 
aganis EviU Wemen/' contained in Bannatyne's MS., 
there is one entitled " Commonyng betwix the Mester 
and the Heure»" which is written much in the same 
Btrain, though with less spirit thän this poem, of which 
it might have been an Imitation by some poet of the 
reign of James the Fifth. 

I aaid to hir, My darling deir, 
My luve, my hairt, and all my cheir» 
Tbe conforting of all my cair, 
Qtthen pleiais yow I mak repair ? 
Teil me yoar mynd, and nothing lane ; 
My hairt witli yow sali ay remane. 
Into my eir, than could acbo roun, 
Byd quhill the Court be of the Toun. 

Than said I, with ane dolorous mane» 
Ye brek my hairt, my bony ane ; 
My trayell I may think ill aett 
Gif I no mair kyndnea yit gett ; 
Ye gart me trowy or thay war gane» 
Ye lovit me beat of ony ane ; 
Quhat ailia yow, now, for to luik down ? 
BecauB tbe Court ia in the Toun. 

The lover continues in this strain to importane bis 
* birdy broun,' but she treats him somewhat disdain- 
fully ; and the poem concludes: 
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Tb» I oudnuf fra ibj to day« 

To tfj qvbtn Court lowld gOM %w%f ; 

QuluJl of hir 1ii£b mj Uagoar wm giae» 

I had proTTdit aae bonyar ant ; 

Sjrae met Ikir I tpak with befoir« 

Wein plflilcrit op in the glengoir, 

Qnlia bad bena flamet, and neir laid down» 

Lang or tbe Court yeid of tbe Touo. 

COUNSALE IN LUyE.-l.Page 81. 

This poem ii preaenred in Bannatyne's MS., aod, 
like the preceding, has the name of Clerk added to 
it, seemingly in a modern band. It was fint printed in 
Sibhald'B Chronicle of Scottish Poetry, (voL i. p. 368,) 
who conjectured it might liave been compoaed by the 
Maiater John Clerlc, menUoned in Dunbar's Lament 
for the Makan. 

ADVICE TO LUVARIS.— Page 83. 

This poem in Baanatyne's MS. is anonymous, and 
ia now fint printed. It is written in the same measure 
as 8ome of Dunbar'a poems. See vol. i. pp. 173, 175. 

BALLAD OF KYND laTTOK-^Page 85. 

In Bannatyne's MS. this Batirical poem is anonymous. 
It is also preserved among the fragments printed by 
Chepman and Myllar, at Edinburgh, in 1508^ without 
any author's name, but in connexion with some of 
Dunbar*s pieces. It cannot, however, be attributed to 
him with any degree of certainty. Another anonymous 
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poem, in the same style and measure» and probably by 
tbe same hand, has l>een printed, under the tide of 
^ The Gyre Garling/' in the Border Minstrelty^ and 
in Select Remains, &c 1822. 

« 

THE DROICHIS PART OF THE PLAY.— Page 87. 

In Bannatyne's MS. this curious relique of early 
dramatic poetry in entitled, Ane litill Intebludb of 
THB Deoichis PART OF TBE Plat, and Is ittcluded in 
the coUections of Ramsay» Halles» and Sibbald. It also 
occuTB in the earlier MS. of Asloane, with this tide, 

HbIR FOLLOWIS TBE MaNER OF THE GrTINO OF ANB 

Platb» and is printed under that title in '* Select 
Remains of the early Populär Poetry of Scotland/' 
1822, 4to. 

*' In this Singular piece the genius of wealth is in- 
troduced under the character of a blind pigmy. Durlng 
ihe I6th Century some traces of theatrical composiüons 
may be discovered in Scoiland. Sir David Undesay 
was the author of various interludes. Some of them 
are to be found in Lord Hyndford's [Bannatyne's] MS. 
I believe no one will ever venture to publish them ; 
they are loose and indecent beyond credibility."— 
Hailbs. ^ The following ' littil interlude/ with every 
appearance of probabUity, has been ascribed to Sir 
David Lyndsay» and may have been introduced some* 
where in the preceding play, *'*The Satire of the Three 
Estates," although noparticular connezion be apparent. 
At that time surely no other dramatic composition of 
Scotland could be dignified with the tiüe, The Play. The 
Genius of Wealth is here represented under the charac- 
ter of a blind pigmy, or one of that distinct race of 
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bei^ cilM bjr tha aadent northern natioiis Dueigliar 
or Droldis. They were a kind of lesaer divinitie«» or 
denoDt, who inbablted the wild rocky mountalns» and 
ezcelled In the manufacture of weapons» that were 
held to be proof againtt all force and brand. Tlieir 
airordt In partlcular are frequently mentioned in old 
blandlc poems.** — Sibbald. Notidthstanding tbis opi- 
nion, Sir Darid Ljndiaj could not bave been the 
author of thlt Interlude, tinca It oceure in Aaloane's 
MS., which was wiilten at least fourteen years before 
the dato of hit earliest compositlon. Unfortunately, in 
that MS«, the leaf that contained the concluding linea 
of tha poeniy and whIch might have exhibited the name 
of ItB author, haa been lost It preserves, howeFer, 
seTaral Intermediate yeneB not contained in Banna- 
tjna'8 MS.» and thase, from their local allusions, plainly 
indicata that it was intended to be recited, probabljr as 
a pageant, at the CroM of Edinburgh. 

In printing this poem, in ** The Select Rerndna»** 
&c, after alluding to the idea of its haying been con- 
nected with Lyndsay'fl Satire of the Three Estates, I 
Tontured to attribute it to Dunbar; observing that 
** the present poem eyidently belongs to the reign of 
James the Fourtb, an4 not of his successor ; and in« 
stead of being the work of Sir David Lyndsay, it seema 
to bear sufficient evidence of the more masterly band 
of bis predecessor Dunbar." 

In thuB ascribing the interlude to Dunbar, I was in- 
fluenced not only by the time when it must have been 
written, but also by the peculiarity of its measure, and 
its very close resemblance to the ballad Off the Fenpeit 
Freir of TunglamL [See vol. i. p. 39 — 44.] From the 
allusion in lines 117, &c, we may conjecture that it 
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was composed about the end of the fifteenth Century. 
Ljrndflay in some passages of his play haa evidendy 
imitated the present interlude. See in particular ihe 
Speech of " Solace/' vol i. pp. 368.9. 

Line 1. Harry, &c.] In Bann. MS. Hin/, hary, hvb* 
hiUchow, ^ These are words expiipsBing huiry aiid 
confusion. Hiry, hary, seems to be a corruption of the 
French haro, or the cry ä Vaide ; like huesium in our 
cid lanrs, and hue in English. Hubbilschow is still used 
with US for uproar" — Hailbs. 

Line 5.] In Asl. MS. A Soldane owt of Seriand landJ 

Line 14. The spreit of Gy,"] Diinbar^ in the Flyting, 
line 172, styles Kennedy, Thou spreit of Gy. 

Lines 17 to 24.] Are not contained in Bann. MS. 

Line 33. Fyn JkPKowle,"] ** Better 'known in this 

age under the modernised name of FingaL Con- 

ceming this personage, whether real or imaginary, 
there are innumerable legends in the Highlands of 
Scotland. He is more celebrated as a giant than as the 
hero of Ossian."— Hailbs. Gawin Douglas, in his Pa- 
lice of Honour, speaks of 

Greit Gowmakmome, and Fyn Makcoull, and how 
Thay suld be 'goddis in Ireland, as thay say. 

Line 34. That dang the deviü,] ** This may allude 
to the contest with the spirit Loda. Here let me ob- 
serve, that to doubt of Fingal and Temora being an- 
cient compositions, is indeed a refinement in scepticism. 
They contain various allusions to the manners of other 
times, which have escaped the Observation of Mr Mac- 
pherson himself." — Hailes. Most sensible people, I 
belicTe, are agreed in rejecting the Claims set up in be- 
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half of the anllqulty or genuinenctt of Maq>berMm't 
Otdan. That portiona of theae, or of aimilar poema in 
Gaelic» had been known and preaerved in tbe Highlanda, 
hj tradition, from an earl/ time» perhapa from the ele- 
▼enth or iwelfth Century, appeara from historieal evi- 
dence ; but thia ia a very düFerent question from that 
alluded to hj Lord Hailea. 
Line 40.1 In Aal. MS. pladdis of hair : and line 43, 

Line 67. Fetrir tertaneJ] In Aal. MS^fenir cartane, 

Line 60. CragarthJ] In Bann. MS. Craig-Garth. «<It 
baa been conjectured that dtr* Gorth in -Aberdeen- 
ahire ia here meant I ahould rather auppoae it to be 
Craig'Farthf in the neighboorhood of Stirling."— 
Hailvs. See Nimmo's Stirlingthire, 2d edit p. 351. 

Line 79. Hirgeig.'] Thia ia the reading of Bann. MS. 

Line 97 to 112.] In Ad. MS. theae two veraea are 
trantpoaed, and foUow the next two. The arrange- 
ment of Bann. MS. is evidently preferable. 

Line 10h The King of Fraunces gret arrny,"] Thia 
aeema to contain an alluiion to the wara in Italy, either 
of Charlea VIII. or of Louis XIL in the earlier part of 
bis reign. 

Line 106. Nor in the Steiddis, &c.] ** Steides. The 
Statea or govemment of the Netherlands. Bot and slae. 
The worda Bot and, comipted from the Low Dutch 
buitandf i. e- without or beaidea, often occur in our 
populär ballada. These linea allude to that scene of 
CTuelty begun bjr Charles V. and perfected by Philip 
IL in the Netherlands. Make quyte is an olwcure ex- 
pression ; it probably means, ' to get rid of obnoxioua 
persona.' "•^Hailbs. From the introductory note^ 
however, it will be seen that Lord Halles' conjecture 
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cannot be right, as this Interlude must have been wiit* 
ten, if not before Charles V. was bom, at least during 
his infancy» 

Line 109* Irland for emr Ihave refusif] " Here is 
another example of the illiberal raillery which I have 
elsewhere censured." — Hailbs- See note at page 263. 

Line 127. Sanct GeUs bell] The CoUegiate Ghurch 
of St Giles, Edinburgh. In Bannatyne's MS. the line 
reads, * the sound of Curphour beüJ ^ The cauvre feu, 
and» by comiption, curfeu. This bell was rung in 
boTOughs at nine in the evening, act 144, parliament 
18, James L The hour was changed to ten, at the so» 
licitation of the wife of James Stewart, the faTourite 
of James VL"— Hailes. 

Lines 129 to 152.] These three veraes are not coi^ 
tained in Bann. MS. 

Line 157.] In AsU MS. NocU a maide; and 1. 168, 
Vale. 

Line 165.] In Asloane's MS., the poem breaks off 
abruptljr with this line ; and unluckily the verse is not 
contained in Bannatjme's MS. In formerly printing 
the poem, the three deficient lines were thus supplied 
by my leamed friend, Robert Jamieson, Esq., editor 
of ^ Populär Songs and Ballads." 

Ben 8cho is gase, ihe Gret Foelore 
[Of Babflov, ihat I füll yore 
£q»ouut, quhan we tochir ttore 

Fra gud sanct Dawy wan.] 

The idea is taken from the munificence of David the 
First, King of Scotland, in the eleventh Century, who 
expended large sums in the erection of religious foun- 
dations. " * He was a sair Sanct to the Crown ! ' as 
James the First very feelingly observed to the Abbot of 
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DonfemiliDgy who was exiolUog David'« munificenee 
ta the Cburcb, which bad been so diaastrous to bis 
auccessors/' — MS, Note, R. Jamibson. 

Lioe 169, &c] Are suppUed from BannatyDe's MS. 
** In tbis stanm there is a stränge miztiire of grave and 
ludicrous. Witb ns, before tbe Reformaliony religious 
Offices were farcical, and farces religious. On tbe Con- 
tinent» wberever the Roman CatboUc worsbip has not 
been refined, tbe same assemblage of discordant ideaa 
prevails." — Hailbs . 

y. R.— Line 1, Hiry ; 2, Se ye not quha is cum now ; 
3, Bot yit wait I: 4, Quhirle»mnd: 5, A sargeand out 
of Soudan land; 9, Bot yit; 10^ / am bot ane bfynd 
Hary: 11, With tJie foary ; 14, 1 wait it is ; Ib^eüisfle; 
16, And Ueht ; 27, Amang you aä to cry a cry ; 28^ With 
ane michty sonn; 87, my guc^syr ; 89, Ten thowsand; 
40, plaidis, andmair; 48,m^&; 49, mekie of; 50, uxxs 
heichar not ; 58, spaU ; 58, claith in ; 68, grit watter ; 
82, Outof his moderis; S5,ofage; 98, WortkieKing; 
97, Sowdoun; 104, Can nocht dweU baith; 105, Swa^ 
drih, Benmark, and; 1 10, AU tnse men wiü; 1 18, for» 
mest; 118, This lang tyme, that nane; 119, this last 
eistin tvynd; 127, Farfra the sound of Curphour beü ; 
128, To dwell thinkis nevirme; 157, In all this bowre ; 
158, Ane hour, Iwait, dar me abyde ; 159, Yettrow ye ony. 

BALLAD OF UNSTEDFASTNES—Page 44. 

These beautiful lines occur at the end of the Metri- 
cal Romance of Sjr Eglamoure, among the fragments 
printed hj Chepman and Myllar in 1508. Unfortu- 
nately no other copy is known, from which the con- 
cluding lines might have been supplied. 
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TO THE QUENE DOWAGER.— Page 45. 

This very beautifui poem is preserved In Bannatyne's 
MS.» and is now first printed. In the MS> it has no title ; 
but being addressed to a Lady, ' whose nobill Lord, 
Deid (or Death) has done devoir/ I have presumed to 
attribute it to Dunbar, on the supposition that it might 
have been addressed by bim to Queen Margaret, soon 
after the death of her husband, James the Fourth. The 
Queen Dowager at that time was only twenty-five years 
öf age; and although the Poet calls on her not to be too 
much oppressed with sorrow, or to allow any dark cloud 
to hide her beauty from ' her servants/ it is obvious, I 
think, that the poem is not vrritten in the character of a 
lover to bis mistress ; for the writer says, at lines 27 to 
32, that as he had ever been, with all humility, her true 
and con8tautBeryant,BO he should still address bis pen 
' to mak ' or compose songs * for her recomforting.' 

THE LORDIS OF SCOTLAND, &c.— Page 47. 

This poem is also preserved in Bannatyne's MS., and 
is now first printed. It contains an obvious allusion to 
John Duke of Albany, Governor of Scotland, in the 
form of a remonstrance from the Lords of Parliament, 
by whom he had been chosen to this high dignity. -It 
must have been written about the year 1519 or 1520, 
as in the last stanza it declares that war and misfortune 
had happened since the Duke's departing. This implies 
that some considerable interval must have elapsed. It 
may form a suitable companion to Dunbar's ' Orisoun,' 
vol. i. p. 251, which was written when the Duke of 
Albaoy left Scotland in June 1517. 
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THE FLYTING OF DUNBAR AND KENNEDY.— 

Page 63. 

Lord Haileb, i( is belieTed, was the firet to con* 
jecture that this ** Flyting " or poetical contest had not 
arisen from any thiDg like personal animositj. His 
words are :-^" In many places it is obscure. In many 
more utterly unintelligible. 1 indine to think that this 
altercation, which for scurrility is unexampled, may haire 
been a play of illiberal fancy, without any real quarrel 
between the antagonists. This idea is confirmed by the 
affectionate manner in which Dunbar here speaks of 
Quintin Schaw and Kennedy."— Hailbs. This opinion, 
Dr Irving observes, ** is rendered somenrhat plausible 
by the correspondent history of the altercation which 
subsisted between Luigi Pulci and Matteo Franco. 
Although, for the amusement of their readers, those 
authors loaded each with the grossest abuse, yet the 
intimacy of their friendship is said to have continued 
without Interruption." (^See Roscoe's Life of Lorenzo 
de Medici.) But the idea might have been suggested to 
the authors by such sarcastic compositions as the In* 
vectives of Poggio and Philelphus ; although such al- 
tercations are of great antiquity. The Athenian women 
who rallied one another from their respective Waggons, 
and the Fescenmna Licentia of the country people, who 
enlivened their harvest^homes by abusing each other in 
altemate Terse, (Horat Ep. ii. 139,) might have only 
foUowed the usage of still more remote times. 

The ' Flyting' was printed during Dunbar's life, at 
Edinburgh, by Chepman and Myllar, in the year 1508. 

VOL. II. 2 D 
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Of thit aditioa « firagment only is known to exls^ con- 
•Ittiiig of tbe lalter pordon, vis. hom line S16 to the 
end. It was Hkewiie contained m No. zlJ. in tbat por- 
tion of Aaloane's MS. which unfortunately ia lost. But 
it ia pretarred antire in tba collactiona of Bannatyne, 
Maitland» and Raidpath ; and (he preaant taxt ia given 
from tba firat of tbaaa MSS., collated with tbe ing- 
mant of Cbapman'a adition. In all thaae copiee the 
fljrting corraaponda in ita ■eyaral diviaiona and tbe 
aambar of ita atanaaa. Notwithatanding auch agree- 
mant» it maj ba infarrad tbat only portiona of it have 
raacbad our timea ; but frojn ita baving fonnad part of 
all tba coUectiona of early Scotish poetry with which 
wa ara acquaintad» wa might be aadafied how highlj it 
nmat have baan aateamad. 

It ia tharefore the lesa aiogular tbat this Flyting 
ahould have found» during the aixteendi Century, fleve- 
ral imitatora amoog persona who were diatiogulBhed 
both for rank and talent About the year 15d6» James 
THB FiFTH, then aged 24, wrote some satirical venes, 
which appear to have been handed about Court, in ridi- 
cule of Ltndsat, and which brought him into such 
diacredit, tbat although he asserted tbat he couid not 
flyte^ he waa under the neceasity of making some reply 
to 'the King's dyting.' It is to be regretted that Lynd- 
say*s reply only should now ezist, as it would bave 
been interesting to bave had such a specimen of royal 
vituperatloD, which called forth a declaration, perhaps 
as much out of pollcy as trutb, that James was ' The 
Princb of Poeteie,' while Lyndsay conveyed allusions 
to the King's amours, in terms any thing but decent or 
respectful. Of a less personal natura are the Flytings 
between a Tailor and Souter, written about the same 
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time, which are mentioned in theae Notes, at page 267. 
Bat by far the most noted production of the kind was 
that of Alexander Montqohbrt, auihor of -* The 
.Cbenrie and the Slae/ and Sir Patrick Humb of 
Polwart, who ifnitated with sufficient saccess the 
ooaraeneBs and'abuse of their predeceeeon. See Moni» 
gomery's Poems» page« 99^182, edit Edin. 1821, 8^0. 
Their Flyting is not known to haye been printed du- 
ling the liyes of the authors, but must have been wiit- 
ten not later than 1584, as King James the Sixth, in bis 
juvenile treatise, called * Reulis and Gautelis of Scottis 
Poesie,* printed in that year, has quoted one of the 
stanzas, ' In the hinder end ofharvest^ &c. as the kind 
of verse ' ci^it Rouncefallis or Tumbling yerse,' best 
adapted * for Flyting, or Invectives.' It may be noticed 
that, by some oversight, Sir Walter Scott, in bis * Let- 
ters on Demonology and Witchcraft,' p. ISO, refers to 
ihe Said stanza, as written by Dunbar instead of Mont- 
gomery. Prefixed to the earliest edition of that Flyt- 
ing, are some verses, which assure us that it was not 
the result of any personal dispute between Hume and 
Montgomery. 

No eankring tnvyt malice, nor deqnte 
Stirr'dup these mem to eagerfy toflyte, 
But generous anulatum .• So in play« 
Best Actpn flyte and raile, and thoosand wajs 
Delight the itching eare ; so wanton curres, 
Wak'd with the gingling of a courteours spurria, 
Bark all the night, and neuer aeeke to bite ; — 
Such brayery these Veners mou'd to write. 

One circumstance which renders Dunbars Flyting 
deserving of attention is, that it abounds with allusions 
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toihe panoBtlhtolorybodiof binisdf and of Kennedjr, 
bttl which elther have be«ii altogether overlooked or 
nteppUed. I have avdled myielf in tfae Memoir of 
Dunbar of the hinti which it affords» but I truat without 
iadulging ia wbat «hall be deemed idle conjecture, bj 
aaj forcad Inlerprotatlon of such alluaions« It would 
hara bean tatiafactory, could we ha?e with 807 cer- 
lalnty fizad tba data of ito compodtion. Thia poiat 
will ba coDtidarad at graatar leogth in the notea upoa 
linaa 449 and 505. But from tha whole tenor of the 
eomposiUon» as well as from partlcular allualonsy I am 
inolinad to think it muat have been written aome time 
batwean 1492 and 1497. 

Lina 1.] ScHiR Johnb thb Ross. Dunbar, in his 
Lament for tha Makara, includes among the Poet§ tbea 
daceased, the person to whom the first part of the 
Flytiog is here addressed. The name at the time beii^ 
not uncommon, it ia perhaps imposBible now to ascer- 
tain who thia peraon waa. There are only three per- 
aona, however, who aeem to require notice. 

Flrat— Sir John Rosa of Halkhead, or Halket» knicht, 
Sheriff of Linlithgowshire, from 1479 to 1483, (Acta 
Auditorum,) and one of the Gonsenrators of a treaty 
with the English, under the designation of Joannes 
Rosse de Halkhede miles, Sept 20, 1484. He died 
about 1506, but as he had been previously created a 
Baron, it may be concluded that he was not the poet 
lamented by Dunbar. 

Second — Sir John Rosa of Montgrenane, knight» (in 
Cuningham, Ayrshire,) King*s Advocate in the reign 
of James the Third, from 1479 to 1488. He was for- 
feited in Parliament as one of the King's adherents; 
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but 800II afternpards he recovered his property of 
Montgrenane. In Feb. 1489>90, he was chosen in Parlia* 
ment one of the young King's Council ; and frequently 
appean as one of the Lords Auditors, and Lords of 
Council. In June 1493, he was one of the Ktng*s Com- 
missioners who entered into a Convention with the 
English Commissioners at Edinburgh. It is not certain 
how long he survived. Mb J. Chalhers, to whom I 
am indebted for these notices, thinks that he must have 
been the poet to whom Dunbar alludes; and says, 
** The only notice I found in the Treasurer's Accounts 
which can apply to the Poet is a payment, 8fli May, 
1490, * Item to John the Ross, be a precept of the 
Kiogis, zx Unicomis,' (L.18.) This (he adds) might 
apply to John the Ross of Montgrenane, who was not 
then knigbted." I am not inclined to concur in this 
opinion, as Sir John Ross of Montgrenane was not a 
person likely to have been on terms bf such intimacy 
either with Kennedy or Dunbar as this Flyting would 
imply; and bis time, at least after 1478, must have 
been fully occupied wiih important offichü duties. 

Third. — Sir John the Ross, whom Lord Hailes sup- 
posed, might have been a priest. See note at page 861. 
He might have been the person above mentioned who 
received L.i8 in 1490, and whose name again occurs 
in the Treasurer's Accounts, 1498, April 29th: * Item, 

* gijffin to John the Ross, othecwiss call[it] 

. . . to mak bis ezpensis in Ros ' Unfortu- 

nately in the MS. his designation is illegible ; and the 
history of this individual, if he was the poet in ques- 
tion, is quite unknown. 

Line 2. Quintynb.] Another question as to identity 
occurs in regard to this person. We may infer that he 
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was tiie Mme ■• KennedT't Cousin asd CTommisBary» 
whoM name occurt at linM 84» 44, 181, and 929of tbis 
Flytiog. If to» M DonlMur inslnuales that Quintyne bad 
gifaa attlttance to Kennedy in writing the Yemea which 
oecaaioned this conteat» we maj likewise infer that he 
WM the eame with Quimttni tbb Poet, whonoi Gawin 
Douglas, In bis Palice of Honour, written in 1^1, ceie- 
bratea witb Kennedjand Dunbar as tbree living Poets 
belonging lo this countrj, wbo were beld woithj of a 
place in the Court of the Muses. (See toI. L page 19 
of the Memoir.) Again, Sir D. Lyndsay, in bis enu- 
meration of deeeased Sootish Poets» in 1580, enumerates 
Quintjne. Now, the question remains, Wbo was this 
Quintyne ? It baa been coijectured that he was the 
same with Quintyne Schaw, wbo died about the year 
1505, and wbo is mentioned in Dunbar's Lament for 
the Makars. This might be no improbable conjecture, 
if we were quite certain that Quintyne was not a sur- 
name in Scotland at that time ; for otherwise it would 
seem very stränge that on so many occasions he should 
have been familiarly mentioned among other poets only 
by bis baptismal name. There was a John Quentin, 
Doctor in Theology, who published sereral works in 
French and Latin, at Paris, between 1490 and 1500, but 
he probably was a natire of France. 

With regard to Qüintynb Schaw, who e?idently 
was a natiye of Ayrshire, such notices as have been 
discorered are here introduced. His name first occurs 
in an action brought before the Lords Auditors, June 5, 
1478, when ' Quintyne Schaw appeared as Procurator 
for his bruder William Schaw.' (Acta Auditorum, 
p.61.) On the Idth of March, 1478-9, the same Wil- 
liam of Schaw is styled ' air of umquhile Robert of 
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Schaw, his bruder/ (Ib. 75.) On the 19ih of Marcfa, 
) 478*9, the Lords Auditors 'decrettis that .Quintyne 
Schaw' shall content and pay the sum of j£vij, whicb he 
owed * to Margaret Lamb, spouse of umquhile Alex- 
ander Halyburton, for certain merchandice, as was 
provit be the said Mergretis compt buk, writtin with 
the said Quintynis band, schewin and producit before 
the said Lordis.' (Ib. p. 81.) 

From these notices, and from notes of some charters 
communicated by J. W. Mackbnzib, E^q., we may con- 
clude that Quintyne Schaw was the son of John Schaw 
of Halle, a family in Ayrshire of considerable distinction 
at tibat time. An ancestor of this John Schaw married a 
daughter of William Mure of Rowallane, in the reign 
of David the Bruce, and aunt of Elizabeth, Queen of 
Robert the Third. John Schaw was one of the Ambas- 
sadors to Denmark relative to the marriage of James 
the Third, in 1469. He was the proprietor of the lands 
of Henriston in Renfrew, which he exchanged for part 
of the Jands of Dreghorn in Airshire, with the Lord of 
Dernley, according to a charter dated August 9th, 1475« 
Quintin Schaw, son of John Schaw of Haxly^ had a 
charter under the Great Seal, dated June 20, 1489, 
confirming the charter of 1475, by the Lord of Dernley, 
to him and the heirs-male of bis body ; whom failing» 
to William Schaw, hls brotheV-german, and the heirs- 
male of bis body; whom failing, to the true, lawful, 
and nearest heirs whomsoever of the said John Schaw 
of Halie, &c. 

The foUowing entries, regarding Quinttnb Schaw, 
are found in the Treasurer's Accounts. They prove 
without intimating bis profession, that he had been long 
known at Court 1489, April 4. <Item,toQwintin Schaw 
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be m praeept of the Kingia» L.6.* Ob the 18th of that 
noath, 'ItenitloQaiiitinSclMiWyattfae Kin^oommand, 
lo bj bim a goini9L.6/ 1400, Not. 22»bereceiFed 1*5 ; 
1402»I>6C22,L.6; 1 404, June, L.8; and 1405, Nov. L.8. 
In 1501, Jone 20, be reoeived 14b. ; and Dec. 31, * be 
eoamand of ane precept,' L.10, witb a similar gran^ 
Sepl. 2, 1502. In Marcb, 1503, be received articles of 
droM, aa foUows : ^ Item, for ane Bteik chamlot to 
Qulntin Scbaw be (be Kingis command, quhilk coat 
L.4, lOs., and Hj ein mair to ane gown to him, ilk ein 
lOi. Summa, lA Item, for ane ein bukram to It, 28. 
Item, for lynyng of it wlth quhit skinnis, SOs. Item, 
for making of it, 5t." Tbe same year, July 13, * Item, 
to Quintin Scbaw, ble peniioun tbat aeir, L.10 ;' and on 
Aug. 10, two daye after tbe King'B marriage, be tbe 
KingiB command, 28b« He received Bimilar sums in 
1504, on Marcb 15, April 9, and April 15 ; and on J11I7 8, 
tbat jrear, bis name again occurB, bm baying received, 
by tbe King'B command. Üb annual penaion of L.10. 
' Item, tbe aamyn daj to Quintin Scbaw, in hiB pensioun, 
be tbe KingiB command, qubilk be bea [ilk] zeir, L.I0.* 
Ab no furtber notice of bim occurs in tiieae AccountB, 
it may be concluded tiiat be did not long Burnve ibe 
laBt mentioned date.~A8 already Btated, in the note at 
page 361, tbe ' Advyce to a Gourtier' ia the only spe» 
cimen of bis compoBitioh known to eziat 

Line 29. Bot in motvis,'] Only in jest ; Maid Master^ 
alluding to hla degree of Master of Arts, at the Uni- 
verBity. 

Line 39. John thb Robs.] The omiBsion of Sir in 
thia line aeema rather to favour the idea that Dunbar^s 
friend in thia Flyting waa a churchman. 
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Line öl. A Densemen on the rattis,"] See note to 
lineB 855 and 424. 

Line 62. Cleik to thee ane dubJ] Take to thyself a 
dub» or pilse-Btaff, like a sturdy-beggar. 

Line 77. To undo our LorcUs chief. In Paislay^ with 
ane poysoneJ] This allusion to some alleged attempt 
on the life, it is presumed, of James the Fourth, pre- 
viouB to bis accession to the throne» is not noticed by 
any contemporary historian. Kennedy, in bis reply, 
at line 405, has referred to tbis Charge made againat 
bim of an attempt to poison. 

Line 79. Thoil a breiß] To Buffer or undergo a legal 
Charge. 

Line 97. Thow callis thS Rhetory with thy \the[ goldin 
lippis.'] No expreasion of tbis kind occurs in Kennedy's 
first reply ; but as, at line 500, he Btyles bimBelf, ' of 
Rethory the Rois^ it is bigbly probable that the stanzas 
have been transposed. 

Line 99. Gluncoch.'\ Da Jamieson explaina, ** A Bour 
fellow, one who baB a moroBe look." 

Line 1 10. / tdk on me^ &c.] Thte, taken in connexion 
with line 112, contains an evident alluBion to the dia* 
trictB of Lothian, and of Garrick or Ayrabire, in which 
the two PoetB were bom. 

Line 120. Beg thee ane club,'] Probably a mistake for 
ane cloak, as it is Bald, otherwiBO he would go naked. 

Line 133. He sayis, &c.] Fromtbese words, aB well as 
from line 205, &c., we may conclude that Kennedy was 
then residing in Ayrsbire, having been appointed, pre- 
▼iouB to 1492, Depute-Bailie of Garrick, (See page 
442); while it is equally evident frodi lines 201, 217, 
&c., that he bad been well known in Edinburgh by 
bis former residence in * that burgh.' 
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Litte 146. Th^ queene,'} In this line» as vrell as at 
lioe 189, Dunbar might seem to intimate that Kennedy 
had been manied. Bat the allusion at llne 155, will 
gire Bryd^ aa well aa Qmeene, a different significadon« 

Line 194.] Ramaaj for the words of .the text aub- 
atilaied, TAou $kyland Mkarth, wbich Dr Jamieaon ex- 
plaina agreeablj to the aente of the paaaage. I nodce 
this merei j at aa laatance of words euch aa skyland 
finding a place in his work, on Ramsaj's authorlt/; which 
never were used hj Dimbar or hj any other autliiN'. 

Line 209. Strait-Gibbonis atr.] In the Treasurer's 
Aeeounts, 1508, July 6, we meet with, * Item, to Strait- 
Gibbon, be the Kingis command, xiiij s.' Who tbis 
person was is uncertain. 

Line 258. Al CokbumU^peih.'] Formerly GolbrandV 
path, the parish of that name, in Berwicicshire ; bat 
here it evidentlj alludes to an ancient fortress and 
manor which belonged to the Earlsof Dunbar, nearthe 
ravine over which has been erected the Peese-Bridge; 
and which fortress, from its Situation, commanding the 
pasB, was considered to be one of the Iceys of the king- 
dorn. 

Line 262. Cortpairick Earl of March*] Itisnotne- 
cessarj, perhaps, to endeavour to clear up the historl- 
cal allttsions to the famWy of the Earls of Dunbar and 
March, in this and the succeeding stanzas. These allu- 
sions are very vague, and not very correct In Doug- 
las's Peerage, toI. iL p. 166-169, and in Chalmers's 
Caledonia, vol. ii. p. 243-247, Information of a more 
exact kind will be found respecting the share which 
die members of this noble and powerful family took 
in public a&irs during the Idth and 14th centuries. 

Line 284. And ioyd. He kend bot' Waüace, King in 
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JTyfe.] ** The Earl of Dunbar oppoaed himaelf to the 
efforts of Wallace ; and belog summoned, by the guar- 
dian of Scoüand, to attend a Convention at Perth |1n 
1297J, the Earl contemptnously refaaed ; ealllng Wal- 
lace the * King of Kyle.' " In the foot-note to thia paas- 
age, Mb Chalu brs adds : ** See Blind Harrie'a Metrical 
History of William Wallace, whom the Scotish histo- 
riana generally follovir, bat dare not quote. (Book 
▼iii.) Blind Harrie is, however, supported by the Tower 
Recorda« Patrick Earl of Dunbar waa Ednrard'a cap- 
taiD, ^ Gitra mare Scotiee/ on the aouth aide of the 
Forth, in November 1297. Calend. Rot Pat 59."— 
(Caledonia, vol. ii. p. 246.) 

Line 299. Archibald Dunbar, betrayed the Ho^8e of 
Halles,] The Caatle of Halles, in Haddingtonshire, 
about the year 1446, was taken by Archibald Dunbar, 
who Burprised it by a sudden assault in the night; and, 
according to Pitscottie, *' slew them all that he found 
therein ; bot, shortiy thereafter, he was seized by James 
Douglas, in whose will he put himself, and caatle, with- 
out any further debate." The caatle, which is now in 
ruins, is beautifuliy situated in a retired spot, about 
two miles from Linton. 

Line 331. And syne gar Stobo for ihy life protestJ] 
The same person who is recorded among the -Scotish 
Poets, by Dunbar, in bis Lamentfor the Makars. He held 
some ecciesiastical preferment, and had been employed 
as a writer and notary-public at Court during the 
reigns of James the Second and Third, as well as bf 
Jamea the Fourth. He seems all along to have been 
familiarly known as Stobo, although bis proper name 
was John Redb, or Reid. According to the Treaaurer's 
Accounta for the years 1473 «nd 1474, (the only por- 
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Ikm Bow la extotence» preFioot to 1488») Stobo reoeivad 

hb halfyearijr penaion of L^ al Whitountide, and the 

üme t Martinmi». Thitpe]itiaii»iiicreaaedtoL.20«n- 

Boallj» waa confinnad to him bjr Charter from Janaes 

the Third, JaiL 0, 1477*8^ bearing that it was granted 

** düecto noatro familiarl servitori et scribe JoHAim i 

Rbd mummpaio Stobo»" and was payable oat of the cu»- 

toms of the boigh of Edinburgh for the period of bis 

Ufa,"— " pro gratoltis serviciis per euodem quondam 

progenitori Bostro etaobis impensis, — in scripturis lite- 

rarum Boatrorum sanctissimo patri nostro Pape et dl* 

▼erais Re^bus, Principibus, ac Magaatibus ultra reg* 

nom Boatrum missarum, et in expensis suis in perga- 

moBOy papiro, cera alba et rubea» &c. susteutis» — et 

pro toto tenspore vite sue facieudis et susteutandis» et 

ia sui supportacioBem ad ezpensas antedictas." (Re- 

glst Bfagni Sig. yoL vilL f. 81.) He was no doubt the 

same with Schlr Johae Reid, public Notar» whose name 

occurs Ib the Acta Audit. Oet 19, 1479. From notes 

obligiaglf commuBicated hj Robert Pitcaibn, Esq.» 

I also fiad that he appears as a witaess to Charters 

dated Dec 10, 1488, and May 9 and 10, 1491, where he 

is desigaated * Jobanne Rede, alias Stobo, Rectore 

de Kirkcristo.' (Reg. Mag. Sig. vol. xii. f. 66, 279, 

aad 281.) There were several places ia ScotUuid of 

the Barne of Christ's Kirk, which makes us regret that 

the couBty or diocese should aot have beea stated. 

Mb J. Cbalmbbs, ia bis MS. Botes, says, ** I know BOt 

why he was called Stobo, ualess it was from his being 

a aative of Stobo ia Tweeddale." As We caaaot feel, 

howeyer, any great interest respectiag ' Good geatle 

Stobo,' since none of his comyositioas are kaowB to 

exist, I shall merely BOtice that his uame occurs very 
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frequently ia the Treasurer's Accouiits, between 1488 
and 1505, the probable time of bis death. The latest 
entries are as follows : 1505, May 6, ' Item, be the 
Kingis coaimand, to Stobo Hand seik, L.5 ;' and.on May 
27, * Item, to Stobo, Hand seik, be the Kingis command, 
5 French crownis, L.3, 10b.' He probably did not long 
survive, as Dunbar in bis Lament, written sometime 
between 1^05 and 1508, says. 

And he hra now tane last of aw» 

Gud geatiU Stobo and Quinttnk Schaw, 

Of quhome all wichtis hes petie ! 

Mention of a Jacob Stobo occurs in the same Accounts, 
Oct 1505, April 1506, and Jan. 1507 ; and of * Stobois 
madin that brocht capons to the King,' in April and 
May 1501, Dec. 1505, and Jan. and Feb. 1506, on which 
occasions she received a small gratuity. 

Line 355. Densmen dryit on the ratti8*'\ In allusion to 
line 51. See also note to line 424. — In the next line, 
the expressioD, Densmen of Denmark ar of the Kingis 
kin, sbows that the Flyting was composed during the 
reign of James the Fourth, who was ihe son of Mar- 
garet of Denmarlf. 

Line 367, &c. For substance and geir thou hes but a 
wedy touchy On Mont Falcone, &c.] In this passage, Allan 
Ramsay, by mistake or ignorance, substituted Salton 
instead of Falcon. Hence originated the idea, that the 
village of Salton, in East Lothian, was Dunbar's birth- 
place. See Lord Hailes's note, quoted at page 226. 
In like manner, says Pinkerton, " Salton, a village on 
the delightful coast of the Forth^ in East Lothian, 
seems to have been the place of the great poet's birth." 
Salton is not on the coast, but an Inland village ; and 
the Rev. Andrew Jornston, in hi^ Account of the Pa- 
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ririi, ujrs : ^ Salton in entitied to vie with most of the 
partahes of Sootland, in the honour of j^Tiog birth, or 
affbrding residence» to tbe greatest number of eminent 
cliftracten. In the fint clasty she is proud to enrol the 
name of Dunbar, the Horaee of his countrj," &c. (Sta- 
tistical Account, Tol. X. p. 259.) Alexander Tbomsok 
author of <" Whist, and other Poems," has the foUowing 
sonnet in honour of Salton, as our Poet's birth-place ; 
at the conclusion of which he alludes to bis intended 
Histoiy of Scotish Poetiy i*^ 

Though, Salton, thy domaini miahelter'd teem, 

And leM than each adjsoMit village &ir ; 
Yet with that %ht which Mcm'ry** chmic beun 

Around thee throwi, c«il noaght of thein oompare. 
In tliee, Dukbab, of Scottish Bardt raprane, 

Inhal'd hit earÜort dniight of Tital air ; 
DunAB, wlioae aong with Faaey'a brilliant gleam 

CoDJoiiu the comic boast of Homoiir rare. 
Du NBA», wlioae myatie Rosb and Thistlx's twine 

ünfiidmg glory may ao boldly daim ; 
Whoae Golbxn Shikld, enrich'd with forma divioe, 

Sball bang for erer in the Hall of Farne. 
Hai], cbarming Bard ! to thee aome fature day, 

Perhapa my critic pow'ra may larger tribnte pay. 
Salton, Jone 14, 1792. 

In a foo^note, it is added : ^ Althougb some doubts 
have latelf been started, in consequence of a more ac- 
curate examination of Manuscripts, with regard to the 
once prevalent opinion, that Salton was the birth-place 
of Dunbar, the former prevalence of that opinion is 
sureiy sufficient for the purposes of poetrj." (** Son- 
nets. Ödes, and Eiegies," p. 148, Edin. 1801, 12mo.) 
Soon after this, a new hypothesis was started by Mr 
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SiBBAtD, In hit Chronicle of Scotiah Poetry, voL i. d5a 
After poiDting out the mistake into which Ramsay led 
Lord Halles and Pinkerton, he notlces that the barony of 
Kilconquhar, or Kinnebar, in Fife, remained in the po»- 
seBsion of the family of the Earl of March until the reign 
of Queen Mary, and saye, ** there Is a probabllity that 
Dunbar belonged to the county of Fife." ** Falkland** 
(he adds) *' being Bituated very near to the Lowmond 
hilk, one of them may have been distinguished, at leaat 
in poe(ical language, by the name of Falkland Mount; 
and in those daya it was also natural enough that there 
ahould be a gaüows in the vicinity of a royal residence. 
Thus, the true reading of the passage may be Falkland 
Mount; by corruption, Falcann or Falcann** Da Ibyino, 
in quoting this passage, might well obsenre : *^ These 
conjectures will not, I presume, appear very satbfac- 
tory to many readers." 

But *' this name," Mount Falcoun, says Dr Irving, 
*' I belleve is not now applied to any place within 
the limits of Scotland." As in fact it neyer was so ap- 
plied, I shall show what place was really intended, by 
giving the pldn meaning of a passage which has been 
so totally misunderstood. Kennedy, after ezpatiating 
at lines 362 and 866 with much complacency on the 
nature of bis own inheritance, addresses Dunbar, who 
was then in Paris, and says to him, ** But Thou art a 
poor wretched creature : the whole of thy patrimony 
is a tough halter on Mont Falcone ;" or Montfaucon, 
a noted place in the suburbs of Paris, where criminals 
were then executed ; — ** and yet (adds he) Mont Fal- 
cone is too fair to be defyled by such a graceless face 
as thinel Come home, theretbre, and be hanged on 
our own gallows at Ayr ! " 
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The foUowing eztnci will ahow more exactly Uie 
character of tfae place ref erred to» and which is aaid to 
have * brought misfortime on all thoM who had any 
band in iu erection or repair.' — ** In ancient times it 
waa the custom (o Buipend upon gibbeto without the 
citjr tbe bodies of criminals who had been ezecuted in 
Paris. These gibbeU were called justices, The most 
remarkable was that of Montfaucon* This was an ele- 
vated spot, situated between the Fauxbourg Saint Mar- 
tin and the Fauxbourg du Temple« having upon its 
summit a solid mass of masonry» about sixteen feet 
high» forty long^ and tfairty broad. Upon the surface 
of this mass were sixteen stone pillars, thirty-two feet 
in heighty wldch served to support large beams, and 
from the latter hung iron chains, in which the dead 
bodies were placed. While this custom prevailed, 
there were generally fifty or sixty crimlnals waving in 
the dr. When there was no room for a dead body» 
that which had been there longest was taken down» 
and thrown into a caTe, which opened into the centre 
of the enclosure. In the beginning of the 18th Cen- 
tury this frightful gibbet had fallen into decay, and only 
three or four pillars remained." (Hbtory of Paris» 
Lond. 1825» 8fo» vol. iii. p. 62.) 

Line 877. Snudl fynance.] Finance here seems to 
signify money raised or coUected ; from the Fr. phrase» 
faire ßnance^ ' to make or gather a stocke of money.* 
Cotgrave, as quoted by Dr Jamieson. 

Line 886. Dunbar, Erle of Murray.] ** Lady Agnes 
Randolph» the heroic daughter of the noble Regent» 
having married Patrick» ninth Earl of Dunbar and 
March» on tbe death of "her brother» 1347» assumed the 
title of Countess of Moray» and her husband, in her 
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right, that of Efu*], and entered into poMession of ihe 
extentire propertj of the family» tÜe Earldom of Moray» 
the Isle of Man, the Lordship of Annandale, Uie Ba- 
ronies of Morton, Mordington, Longformacus, Dunse, 
Mochrum, Cumnock, and Blantyre. Patrick, Earl of 
Dunbar, Marcb, and Morajr, died about 1369, leaving 
two Bona ; 1. Greorge> tenth Earl of Dunbar and March. 
2. John, Earl of Moraj."— (Wood's P«erage o( Seot- 
land, Tol. ii. p. ^2.) The aecond son carried on the 
auccession aa Earl of Moray, but the title became ex- 
tinct ii^the course of the fifteenth Century. 

Line S88. Of that hin com Dunbar of Westfisild 
knicht.2 The founder of thia opulent and distinguished 
family waa Sir Alezander £>unbar, Sheriff of Moray, 
the son of James, Earl of Moray, by Isabel, daughter of 
Sir William Innes. She was bis second cousin, and 
died before a papal dispensation for their marriage 
could be obtained. In a charter, 1450, Sir Alexander is 
designated brother of the Countesa of Moray, He mar- 
ried Isabel, daughter of Alexander Sutherland of Duf- 
fus, by whom he had six sons and one daughter. The 
descent of the Westfield family, and of ita aeveral col« 
lateral branches, will be found detailed in Douglasie 
Baronage of Scotland. Dr Leyden, in bis Introduc- 
tion to the Gomplaynt of Scotland, (p. 250,) notices a 
genealogical poem, written in 1554, entitled '* An Ac- 
count of the Dunbars, Earls of Moray, and of the 
family of Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield." 

Regarding the deacendants of Sir Alezander, it may 
be noticed, that bis eldest son Sir James Dunbar of 
Westfield, and Sheriff of Moray, married Eupheme, 
eldest daughter of Patrick Dunbar of Cumnock, in 
1474 ; and died in Iii05, leaving, it is said, one son, Sir 
James, who succeeded, and who died in 1535. It 
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appean, however, from an original contract w bond 
of manrent» * betuix honorabill men» Alexander Dun^ 
bare of the Westfield knycbt» and Jamee Dnnbare of 
Gumnock knycht» on the ta [one] part^ and Farcbar 
Maldntoitch» tone and appeirand heir to Duncan Mak- 
intoltcb» Capitane of the Clanquhatiane, on the Wther 
part/' dated at Demwa, Sept 18, 1492, that the aaid 
Sir Jamee, who waa eldest «on of the said Sir Alex- 
ander^ had a son and heir, Laurenee Dunbar, bat 
who maj not have aurrived bis father. — Among the 
other 9ont of Sir Alexander, waa Grawln Diinbar,adi0- 
tinguithed ecdesiastic, who was succetsiTely Dean of 
Morajr, Lord Cleric Register of Scotland, Archdeaoon 
of St Andrews, and Biabop of Aberdeen. He died 
March 9, 1582. Keith says he was son to Sir James 
Dunbar of Cumnoclc ; but the Bishop himself by adeed 
mortified an annual rent of 50 merlcs out of Qoarrel- 
wood, in ElgtQshire, for the use of the Cathedral of 
Aberdeen, to pray for the souls of Sir Alexander Dun- 
bar of Westfield, Icnight, bis fatl^er, and Dame EUabeth 
Sutherland, bis mother, Sept. 28, 1529. 

Line 405. Quhen thow putüs poysone to me.] See 
lines 70 and 78. 

Line 424. And on the rattis salbe thy residenceJ] 
This seems to bave a corresponding meaniog with the 
phrase in lines 51 and 855. Rcätis, from the Lat 
BotOf Germ. Belg. Rad, a wheel. (See Jamieson, sub 
y. RattsJ) It is, therefore, not improbable that these 
lines might bare had some reference to the practica 
which then prevaiied, and still exists, in Denmaric and 
Sweden, of exposing the bodies of criminals after exe- 
cutioD, upon wheels raised from the ground. 

Line 395 and 406. Duerch,] or Diearf. As Kennedy 
repeats the word Dnrarf, and synonymous terms at 
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lioes 29, 83, and 38, as a personal epithel applied to 
Danbar, it might possibly luve been in allusion to bis 
stature. 

Line 417 and 420.] Kennedy, by bis bere calling 
himself the King*ft special clerk, probably alludes to 
tbe Office be beld in Carrik. See note to line 133, page 
425, and also, page 442. 

Line 433. Moni Bemard, &c.] In a geograpbical de- 
seription of tbe World, written about the same period 
witb tbe Flyting, we find the following enumeration of 
the Alpine ränge: — ** In Europia is Ytalia, Ausonia, 
Tuskia, &c. &c. Tbe gret Duchery and Montanis of 
Haustry, sie as Mont Bemard, Mont Goddart, Mont 
Gristofere, Mont Savoye, Mont Nycbolas, Mont Pistoy, 
and mony ma." (Asloane's MS., fol. 155.) 

Line 437. In Paris vnih thy maüter burreawJ] From 
the Fr. boreau^ an ezecutioner, or bangman. In tbe 
Gomplaynt of Scotland, the autbor, speaking of * our 
auld enemies' tbe Englisb, says, **It followis nocht 
that the cruel Inglis men, qubilkis ar boreaus and hang» 
man permittit l>e God to puneis vs, tbat thai «t in the 
favour of God .... Ane boreau, or bangman, is 
permittit be ane Prince to scourge or puneise trans« 
gressours," &c. (p. 40.) 

Line 449. Inio the Katherene.'] From the contezt 
it appears tbat tbis was tbe name of tbfrTessel in which 
Dunbar bad gone abroad. The expression in line 452, 
althougb in the present tense, does not imply that twenty 
years bad actually passed since the Toyage referred to 
— for the name of the vessel, and any allusion to the 
voyage, would have been then forgotten or altogetber 
unmeaning — ^but is merely a mode of ezpressing tbat 
tbe dirt would adhere to tbe sides of the ship for a great 
length of time. Tbe wfaole strain of the subsequent 
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•lusM denMnatralM that thi 
occurreM«. IntbeTrcMur 
pafBiMiti mada to Uie E& 
HoD^peniif, when Mnt u , 
U9I, we iDddmttallr find 
iwmelr, Jnlf 16, ' Iton, to 
tie King gart him gif to th 
bMjde Horthbflriric, quheu 
Fnace, zl denji, ninnM 
•unrD tfine to Lord Vloaj 
mud, L.2M)^' Item, to 
barrold, mt tha King]« comi 
prart tliit wrajt tbe Initnv 
Ibat put wlth the ImbaMltn 
39, ' Item, quben the IÜD{ 
to Edinbur*, quben tbe Erl« 
■ bojt hfl com o*rr the ml 
boft of mj Lord Bojrtbwell 
be the mjr, illj nlcornh, ', 
the z*da]r of DeccmbrU, to ' 
Harroldla enpencla wtth b 
doTB wer« leot for the tirof 
a peace between ihe t*ro co 
Jamei the Fourth. Ae augj 
p. 16,) it U h^hlf probabl 
traln, and that be remalnec 
to Scotland. 

Line 475. Ane Horte J 
groom wfao bad tbe chargi 
27, ■ Item, at the Klngls co 
Harachael, lOa.' 1496, Ap 
KiDglH command to the Ing 
tbe broun geldiu, 18«.' (Ti 
. Line 49T, &c.] I luspeci 
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foHowing Btaoza must have belonged to Kennedy'« fint 
reply, and have been transposed. In line 500 ia the 
epithet to wbich Dunbar aliuded at line 97. In lines 504 
and 510, Kennedy teils Dunbar to turae or carry faUn- 
self out of Scotlandy and to^ar« or proceed to France, 
while, from line8430 and 437, it is evident tbat Dunbar 
bad already reached France, and was actually residing 
In Paris during the winter season, in the view of Cross- 
ing the Alps. 

Line 505. Ane Benefice.quha waldgifsic ane beist,'] 
From this ezpression, Ma J. Ghalmbrs concludes that 
the Flyting was not composed tili between 17th Marcb, 
1503-4, when Dunbar said his first mass in the King's 
presence, and the Summer of 1505, when Stobo is sup- 
postsd to have died. " It is evident (he says) from the 
Flyting that Dunbar was a priest when it was written, 
and that he was seeking and expecting a benefice. 
I consider the record notice in the Treasurer's Ac- 
counts of the King's offerand at Maister William Dun- 
bar*B^r«^ mess, on the 17th March, 1503«4, as evidence 
that he then said his^r«^ mass, and, of course, that he 
had recently been ordained a priest. It was an esta* 
blished usage at that time, and continued tili tl\e Re* 
formadon, to make a collection of offerings to the priest 
when he said hiEßrstfnasa^ and there are in the Trea- 
surer's Accounts many entries of the King's offering on 
such occasions.' Whether the mass was performed in 
the King's chapel or any other, was immaterial." I 
cannot agree with Mr Ch almers in the opinion of the 
Flyting having been written at so late a date. Had we 
no other evidence than this same stanza, I think it 
would be clear that this poetical contest must have 
taken place several years before, as it refers to that 
period of Dunbar's life, mentioned in his ballad on the 
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Visitation of St Francis, wfaen he sustdned the charao 
ter of a mendicant friar. In tbat poem be speaks of 
his havlng preached botb In England and France, which 
proves that he must have been In boly Orders. The 
terms of the grant of his penslon, in August, 1500, (or 
nearly four years before the time when he said his 
first mass In the King's presence,) show equaUj clearly, 
that he was qualified to accept, and that he ezpected 
some benefice. Bat after all, Kennedj's satirical ques- 
tion, * Who would gi^e a benefice to such a beast as 
thott art V proves only that Dunbar had solicited, not 
that he had obtained such preferment. 

Line 518. TuteviBouss.l Lord Hailes considered 
this to be the same word as TutiviüarU^ which occurs 
at line 67 of * The General Satire: See vol. ii. p. 26, 
He notices, that among the other guests at Cokkilby's 
Feast, there Is a TuttiviÜus ; and in The Cursing ofSir 
John Rowl, among other evil spirlts, are mentioned 
Fyremouih and Tuthnüus. Da Jamibson, from the in- 
stances quoted hy Lord Hailes, considers that it must 
have been a personal designadon. This appears more 
distinctly from one of the old English moral plays, 
called ** Mankind," In which TtOivillus, one of the 
characters, Is described as a fiend, the representative 
of sensual desire, and of whoin Mercy teils Mankind to 
beware. 

* And propyriy Titirüliu sygnyfyth tbe fend of helle, 
The fleacb, tbat ys, tbe unclene conenpynena of your bodjr. 
.... Bewire of Titivillus with bis net.* 

(CoUyer's Hist. of Dramatic Poetry, vol. ü. p. 293, 297.) 

Line 515. 1 sali gar bähe the to the Laird of Hilhouee.^ 
The name of Johne Sandilandis of Hilhouss, probably 
in Linlitbgowshire, occurs in the Acta Dominorum 
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Concilii, Juljr 12, 1480. Whether this was Uie per- 
son who is alluded to in the Flyting, and in tlie Trea- 
Burer's AccountSi I will not pretend to determine. In 
1494> among otlier persona at Court» who received 
dresBes, was '^the Laird of HIUoubs;" viz. 3^ ellis of 
rown tanne» for a gown, 2^ eliis of chamlote» for a 
doublat and hoiss. In 1496, Sept 11, * Item, giffin to 
the Lard of Hilhouss, to remane ypon the artailzeiy, 
and to helpe to gyde it, L.3;" and 1497, July Sl, * Item, 
to the Lard of Hilhousa, for his expensa cummand 
harne for Mens, 9b/ This alludes to the celebrated 
piece of ordnance called ' Mona Meg,' which haa been 
again restored to the Castle of Edinburgh. The onlj 
other time when his name occura in theae Accounta, 
is 1501, Dec 8, * Item, to the Lard of Hilhouaa, that com 
f urth of Ingland from the Lordis, be the Kingia com- 
mand, 288.' 

Line 524 and 548. Loüard lawreaW] We perhapa 
ought to attach no definlte meaning to this name uaed 
here, in the aenae of a heretic, aa a term of reproach 
applied peraonally to Dunbar. See the note at page 
445. 

Line 540. Austeme OUhritts,'] Thia peraonage makea 
a conapicuoua figure in the ancient metrical legend of 
Saint Margaret, preserved in the Auchinleck MS. See 
Leyden'a Complaynt of Scotland, Gloaa. p. 308. It 
would not be easy to deacribe many of the other wor- 
thiea who are named in thia and the preceding atanza. 
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POEMS BY WALTER KENNEDY^Page 87. 

Tbb dreamitaace of Dimbtr baviiig eogaged in a 
poetkal contest with Kenaedy, Is calculated to exdte 
a more thaa ordinarj degree of interest regardiog this 
riral poel^ who appean to havo ahared with Dunbar 
aouiothiog of a aimilar fate» having been equaliy praised 
and admlred during life» and aa much neglected after- 
warda. Accordinglj» in tfaia division will be fonnd col- 
lected the few poetical remaina of Waltab Kennedy 
which are Imown to ezist Bat before noticing these 
oompoaitioni» it maj be proper to bring together in this 
plaoä aome aeattered noticea of hia peraonal hiatory. 

Walter Ksnnbdt waa bom in Ayrahire« probabljr 
before the year 1460. He was the third aon of Gilbert, 
firat Lord Kennedy. Lilce Dunbar, he appean to have 
been early intended for the Church ; and at a later 
period^ in allusion to hia prospecta of church prefer- 
ment^ when epeaking of Jamea the Fourtb, he says, 

Tnuting to have of his nuignificence 
Gnerdon, rewsrd, and benefice bedene. 

He waa educated at the College of Glasgow. The fol- 
lowing entries, copied ürom the Regiaters of that Uni- 
versity, will show that he was incorporated in the year 
1475, took his degree, as Bachelor of Arts^ in 1476, and 
as a Ldcentiate and Master of Arts, in 1478. In Nov. 
1481, he was elected one of the Four Masters to exer- 
cise the Office of Examinator. 



I I," j I ■ »^r»^^i^~"''^i^"«wi^^«" 
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** Incorporati anno 1475, crastiino Sancti Martini, in 
eiectione Magistri Willelmi Glendinwyne rectoria 
Universitatis Glasguensis, . . . Walterus Kennedy, 
Jacobus Blalc, famulns pro tunc nobilis viri Wid- 
teri Kennedy, studentis in CoUeglo facultatis 
artium," &c. 

** Anno Domini 1476, prope featum Saneti Nicholai, 
sub Magistro Johanne Browne, determinaverunt 
infrascripti Baculariandl pro eonini Baculariatu, 
• . . Valtenu Kennedy, Jobannea Douglass, David 
Cunnynghame," &c. 

** Eodem anno, [1478, Julii 8,] LicentiatI, . . . Wal» 
teruB Kennedy, Johannes Douglas, Georgius 
Stewart," &c. 

** Eodem anno, [1478,] Insignia Magistralia recepe* 
runt sub Magistro Johanne Doby regente in facul- 
tate Artium, &c. • . • Walterus Kennedy, Johan- 
nes Douglas," &c. 

** Eodem anno recepti erant ad gremium Facultatis 
prestitis juratis solitis et consuetis, secundum for- 
mam statutorum, . . . Magister Walterus Kennedy, 
Mk Johannes Douglas," &<% 

1481, Nov. 8, he was one of the ** Quatuor Magistri 
electi pro ezercendo officium Temptatorum."' 

Of Kennedy's subsequent history very littie is known. 
From the Flyting it is evident that he must have re- 
sided for some timer on the Continent, and also that he 
was well known in Edinburgh. But at that time he 
was living in Ayrshire. His father, * Gilbert Ken- 
nedy of Dunure,' oStained a charter Feh. ISth, 1450-1, 
declaring him head of his tribe, and heritable Bailie of 
Garrick. This office was ratified by charter to his 
grandson David, afterwards third Lord Kennedy, July 
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9tli9l4a9. Waller KeonedjappeantokaTeacted ander 
liit nephew in that offioe» aa we find him, in m procem 
before tfae Lorda of GouneU» Feb. 26, 1491-2, atjled 
' Pretended BaiUie-Deput of Garrick.' The action re- 
lated to tbe wrong aerving of a brief of inqueat, bj 
Kennedy neglecting U> cause due prodamation of it to 
be made ' in the publik place of the principal burgh of 
the aaid bailyery/-»* according to the Kiagis lawia;* — 
and jndgment waa pronounced that auch neglect had 
rendered the aervice of no avdL It mlght have been to 
tbis official appointment that he refera» wben he calla 
himself the Klng*a < trew apedal Clerk.' 

Bttt previoua to that time he muat ha?e diatinguithed 
himaelf by bis poetical talenta. From hia own worda 
in ihe Flyting, it might be argued that he waa suffi- 
ciently impreaaed with a aenae of hia own importance, 
aa he apräka of himaelf aa ' Of Rhetory the Roae/ 
and says, 

I perambulit of Pemaflo tlie monUsme, 
Inspirit with Mereuxy fra his goldin iplieir ; 
And dolcdy drank of eloquence the fontayi», 
Quben it wet purefeit with froat, and flowit deir. 

But besidea the teatimony of Dunbar in bis Lament» 
both Biahop Douglas (in 1501) and Sir David Lyndsay 
(in 1590) have ranked him, and Quinttnb, among the 
moat eminent poeta of the age. Mentioning John Bel- 
lenden, who waa afterwarda Archdeacon of Moray, 
Lyndsay aaya, 

*G€t he into the Courte aoctorie. 
He will exoell Qüihttwe and Kknhkdix. 

Douglas even seems to rank him before Dunbar, in hia 
Court of the Musea, calling him ' Great Kennedy.* 
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His parts of tbe Flyting, indecd» may be considered aa 
equal to Dunbar'a for sarcastic and bitiog railleiy, 
though inferior in ease and happiness of yerBification. 
But bis otber poetical remains do not seem to Warrant 
auch high praise. 

Of tbe later period of Kennedy's lifoi no aatisfactory 
information bas been discovered. In a History of tbe 
Family of Kennedy, written about the year 1613, one 
of the sons of Gilbert^ first Lord Kennedy, ia said to 
bave been ProvoBt of Minniboil, or Maybole. Thia 
was a coUegiate church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 
which had been founded by Sir John Kennedy, * Do- 
minus de Dunowre,' and confirmed by royal charter, 
Dec. 4, 1371. (Cbalmers' Caledonia; vol. iii. p. 493, 4.) 
As the patronage was vested in the familyof the founder, 
it is highly probable that Walter Kennedy might have 
been appointed to that office on the demise of Sir 
David Robertson, Provost of Minniboil, in or about 
the year 1494, or soon after the time, when, I presume, 
the Flyting was written. In the work referred to, in- 
deed, he is called Gilbert, — ^for, it is stated, that the 
first Lord Kennedy had four sons, John who succeed- 
ed, Gilbert, Provost of Minnibole, and two who died 
young. According to the more accurate Statement by 
Mr Wood, in bis edition of Douglas*s Peerage, only 
three sons are mentioned, — John, second Lord Ken- 
nedy, James, who was married in 1473, and Walter, 
who 18 designated brother of John Lord Kennedy, in 
a charter of the Earl of Angus, Sept. 25, 1498. ( Wood's 
Peerage, vol. i. p..328.) 

Dunbar, in his Lament for the Makars, written be- 
tween 1505 and 1508^ speaks of Kennedy as then lying 
at the point of death. His words are : 
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Gwl MaUTBK WALTtft KnxiDY 

In pojmt of dede 1 jii veraly ; 
Gnt rautk it w«r that lo tuld In ! 

Whether such antidpatioB was reallzed at that tiine 
ifl not known. But from Lyndsay's words, in Dec. 
1530, we maj at least conclude that he had been dead 
for a considerable time : 



Or ^uka etm mo» tbe warkif oontK&it 
Off KxKXXDis, wiih tennes «ireait? 

It may be mentloned, aa the name was uncommon, 
that Walter Kennedy, ' Canon of Glasgow, and Rector 
of Dowglace,' was incorporated as a Member of the 
College of Glasgow in October, 151 L Whetiier he 
was any relation of the Poet cannot be determined, bat 
is highly probable. In the year 1525, he was chosen. 
Rector of the College, at which time he held theoffice 
of Provost of Maybole : *' Circumspectus et egregius 
vir Magister Valterus Kenn jdy, prebendarius de Dow- 
glace, canonicus ecclesie Metropolitan. Glasguensis, 
ac prepositus ecclesie cbUegiate de Mayboill, Glasg. 
dioc. absente tanquam presente, electns fuit in 
Rectorem hujus alme Universitatis/' 

THE PRAISE OF AIGE.— Page 89. 

In MSS. Bannatyne (where it is repeated) and Mait- 
land. — ^ This poem gives a ftivourable idea of Kennedy 
as a Tersifier. His lines are more polished and smooth 
than those of his contemporaries. If he is the person 
against whom Dunbar directed bis Invective, he has 
met with liard mea8ure."-^HAiLBS. I cannot perceiye 
in what respect Kennedy's versification is entitled to 
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such praise^ Eren this poem, which presents the most 
farourable specimen of bis geniut that Las been pre« 
senred, must be considered as an imiteüon of Henry- 
son*s similar poem in * Praise of Age.' 

Line 39. The schip offaith . . . DryvU in the see of 
LoUardry.] Qr, as it reada in Maid. MS., Of htregye, 
Kennedy, at the conclusion of the Flyting, again usea 
the term of Lollard, as signifying a heretic. ** Ken« 
nedy appears to have been a zealous paitisan of what 
was termed the oldfocUh ; whereas the poets, bis con- 
temporaries, were either lukewarm in their religious 
tenets, or inclined to the new opinions. The name of 
Loüard is well known both on the Continent and in 
Britain. . . . When the Lollards were first discovered 
in England, the Bishops were at a loss how to describe 
their tenets. In 1387, Henry Bishop of Worcester in« 
formed bis clergy, that they were * foUowers of Maho- 
met' Wilkin's ConcO. vol. iii. p. 202. . . . The con- 
clusions of the Lollards, as presented by themselves to 
Parliament in the reign of Rlcliard H., are to be found 
in Wilkins, vol. iii. p. 221. They are conclusions which 
Protestants in this age might hold, with the ezception 
of some fanatical conceits, such as the alsolute unlaw- 
fulness of war. They are expressed with a singular 
naivete, . • . It is remarkable that different Lollards re« 
cant different tenets. This looks as if the sect had not 
been formed, but that every one who presumed to de- 
viate from the onward path of Catholic faith, was com- 
prebended ander the general denomination of Löllard." 
— Hailes. 

The doctrines of the Lollards may be considered as 
having been ßrst promulgated in Britain by the great 
Eoglish Reformer Wtkltffe, and extended by bis fol- 
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lowen throughout « great p«rt of Cttfaolic Europe. 
Some of theae sought ahelter in Kyle and Bute, and 
in otfaer remote Weatem paits of Scotland. The 
prevalence. iherefore> of aucli religiouB opiniona in 
ÄTTshire, maj account for Kennedy, in the Flyting 
ai well as in thia poem, alluding to the LoUarda. ** We 
can trace (aaya Da M'Crib) the exiatence of the Lol- 
larda in Ajrrahire, from the tlme of Widclyffe to the 
daya of George Wialiart»" (who waa burnt for hereay 
in 1 546. ) In the note to thia paaaage, the aame leamed 
writer (Life of Melville, vol. i. p. 415) makea mention 
of the fact, that " at a Congregation of the Univeraity 
of St Andrewa, held on the tenth day of June, 1416, it 
waa enacted, that all who commenced Maatera of Arta 
ahould awear, among other thinga, that they woald re- 
aiat all adherenta of the aect of Lollarda. ' Item, Jura» 
bitia quod eccleaiam defendetia contra inaultam Lollar- 
dorum, et quibuacunque eorum aecte adherentibua pro 
poaae Teatro reaiatetia.' " (Recorda of Univeraity.) 

y. R. — According to Pinkerton. Line 8, be sieht ; 5, 
O thryn fold ; 7, ourpast and done ; 10, ftdis Itist ; 12» 
delete Äs; 13, dreid deid; 17, semit; 18, O swetest; 
19, O rekkss ; 20, O haly ; 21, Oflowand; 22, lofth to 
lufgudlawis ; 23, the iantheme ; 29, The acTUp offaythe 
ig stormyt toith toynd and rane ; 30, Ofheresye dryvand 
in the Bey hir blauis ; S5, Writ^ waiz, andseHs ar no wayis 
settby, 

ANE AIGIT MAN'S INVECTIVE— Page 91. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Maitland. — Firet printed in 
the Evergreen. Thia Invective againat < Mouth-Thank- 
leaa,' haa been conaidered aa beneath criticiam. So far 
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I as it is inteUigible, it is indecent See Cbalmen* Lynd- 

I saj, voL iL p. 160. 

I ANE BALLAT OF OUR LADY.— Page 93. 

I 

This poem is only to be found in Asloane's MS., and 

18 now firet printed. It will be observed, that Ken- 
nedy has introduced bis own name at the close of the 
poem, as the ' man ' or servant of the Virgin. , In the 
same manuscript are two aimilar addreBses to the Vir- 
gin, in eight-line stanzas, written in a eimilar strain ; 
but being anonymous, and not possesBing any poetical 
merit, while one of them is imperfectjt was not thought 
advisable to print either. They begin, 

Rots Mary mo$t ofvertewe virginale. Six stanzas. 
Hie JEmpryts, and Quene Celettiale. Five stanzas. 

Line 21. Thy modir An^ and Joachim,] According to 
the Apocryphal Gospel of the birth of Mary, publish- 
ed out of Jerome's works, by Jones, we are informed 
that the Virgin was born in the city of Nazareth. " Her 
father's name was Joachim^ and her mother's Anna. 
The family of her father was of GhQilee, and the city of 
Nazareth. The family of her mother was of Bethle- 
hem." The parents of the Virgin were well known to 
the common people during the dark ages of Popery, by 
the religious plays or mysteries, founded on these apo- 
cryphal writings, which were then exhibited. 



PIOUS COUNSALE.— Page 96. 

In MSS. Bannatyne and Mutland. — In the first these 
Itnes are anonymous. It may be mentioned, that Ram- 
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mjt io prladag ' John Upon Lind*f ComplaiDt»' a poem 
•vIdeoUf wrlttea duiing the minoritjr of James tbe 
Flftb» took the libeitj of addlog Kennedj's name as 
lli totbor» for wUch aMriptUm Bannfttjiie's MS. af- 
fords DO evldfliioe. 

THE PASSIOUN OF CHRIST.— Page 97. 

This long, doli, religious poem» if It detervee tfae 
tide, whkh hee bitherlo eecaped nodce» is preserved 
ia the Howard HS. But onljr a poition of it haa been 
now printed; the aelectiona conabtiog of the entire 
Prologue» and of anch of the stanaaa aa aeemed moet 
worth 7 of publication. Tbe entire compoaition extenda 
to 245 atansaa» or 1715 linea ; and the Reader, I appre- 
hendy will rather Charge me with having given too co- 
plouB extracta, than for not having Inserted the whole. 
In fact, it waa onlj in consideratlon of the great fame 
whlch Kennedy enjojred aa a Poet» and of the few 
remaina bj him whieh are known to exiat» that I waa 
induced to gi^e any apedmen of it at alL The paaaagea 
omitted either preaeat a dry aummary of the chief 
eventa of Our Saviour'a lifo and aulFeringa» or contain 
tedioua epiaodical reflectiona appropriated to the dif- 
ferent Houra (Prime, Madna» &c) of the Romish 
Church aervice. 

The writer of the Howard M& haa committed innu- 
merable blundera ; and with all the paina that could be 
taken, aome of the pasaages aelected are allowed to re- 
roain sufficiently obscure, if not unintelUgible. The 
worda printed within bracketa are inserted either to 
fiU up defectire ayllablea in the meaaure, or in place 
of evident blunders. A liat of the readinga of the 
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MS. which have been tbus corrected is here annexed : 
Line 4, Hevin; 9, spite; 10, rycht lycht oekmr ; 11, 
dem ; 14, unbrakiü ; 21, eth ; 87, Troy ; 88, glaidnes ; 96 
and 97j are transposed in the MS. ; 97, maüt powstie ; 
103, Hevin; 114, Than tili; 182, rieht; 139, adome ; 
140, As of; 142, immencioun; 144, his hantage; 162, 
and cum; 225, hund ; 227, <Aay m «^'^ «a ^/; 254, 
u^es h7/; 286, man hes maid mait ; 827, in Hevin; 868, 
reabill; 870, Hevin ; 871, without, 

The volume quoted as the Howard Manuscript, is 
in 4to, written on paper probabljr about the year 1500, 
and is so named from having belonged to the noble 
family of that name. It has the autograph of William 
Howard, and was in that portion of the Arundel Ma- 
nuscripts which was given by Henry, Duke of Nor- 
folk, to Gresham College, in 1678, and afterwards be- 
came the property of the Royal Society of London. 
Tbis collection of MSS., for every purpose of prac- 
tical Utility, has been recendy and most properly trans- 
ferred to that grand National repository the British 
Museum. It would be well for the cause of literature 
if the TariouB MSS. which are at present locked up in 
many of the Collegiatl and Cathedral libraries, were 
by any similar arrangement to become public property. 

Line 37. The Seige of Tyre.] This stanza of Ken* 
nedy's prologue is interesting as mentioning what was, 
not indeed the ' populär,' but the current literature of 
his time, among persona of education. Lyndsay, in like 
manner, includes, in his enumeration of ' antique 
storeis,' 

Of Troylus, the sorrow and the joy, 

And Beiges all, of Tyre, Thebe», and Troy. 

VOL. II. 2 F 
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Por tboM of Troj aad Thebet b« traf, no doobt. is- 
debtod to tbe fiTOttrite wid weU-known productioBs of 
QuHicer and Lydgate; and tbal of Tyre forma tbe 
conmeneement of one or more of tbe old metrical 
romancet of Alexander tbe Great Milton referred to 
tbe more daMical aourcea of ancient leaming, when be 
ezclalmed, — 

SooM tuM let gorgMUt Tragedjr 
In •eepttr'd pall oome tweepuig by, 
Prweiitiiig Thebct, or Ptbpt lioe, 
Or tbe taU of Troj diriii« ! 

Une 86. The Ufe of Tursalem.'] Probablj a miatake, 
aa no aueb work or person is known. ** There camiot 
be tbe amallett doubt that tbe quetdonable Une fai 
Walter Kennedj'a Poem thould stand tbua— ' Tbe 
Sege of Jerusalem/ an old metrlcal romance, not un- 
common in MS." — MS. Note, F. Doucb, Esq. 

Line 101. Mercy and Pieie maiä ane fuü hevy moan,] 
In one of tbe old English plays» called tbe Coventrj 
Mjsteriea, we find Mercy, Justice, and Peace, intro- 
duced as pleading before tbe Almigfaty in bebalf of 
Adam, after tbe Fall. 

Line \6^ Äs Lindulphus^an recor<L'\ The autbor 
referred to was Landulphus or Ludolphus of Sazony, a 
Cartbusian monk of tbe Uth Century, wbo bas been 
styled '* Scriptor ultra sseculi sui sortem elegans.** 
(Pabricii Bibl. Lat Msedii Mv\, toI. iv. p. 846. Eyringi 
Synopsis Hist Liter, p. 483.) His great work, entitled 
* Divinum devotissimumque Vitae Chbisti Opus,' was 
first printed in tbe year 1474, and passed through many 
editions. Translations of it into FVencb, Spanish, Por- 
tuguese, and German, bad also appeared previous to 
tbe year 1500. (Ebert's Bibliographisches Lexicon.) 






ADDITIONAL 

NOTES AND CORRECTIONS. 



TO THE MEMOIRS OF DUNBAR. 



1-1 HE opiaion of SiR Waltbs 
n Scott, (as quoted at (he top of 
page 4,) reapecÜDg the charac- 
ter of Dunbar la oot singular. 
Hr Georgs Ellis, In hia 
Specimena of the Earlj Eng- 
llah Poeta, also atjlea " Wil- 
liam Du NB AB, THB OKBATUT 
J PoBT THAT SCOTLAND BAS PBO- 

DDGED." Hb CAHPBBt.L, Bfter mentioniiig Gawin 
Douflaa, and lome of the older Scotiih Poet«, aaja, 

" DUNBIR 19 A PoBT OF * BIGBEH ORDBB. HIa TbI« 

of the FHars of Benvkk ia quite in tfae spirit of Chau- 
cer." Among oth«r eminent writers wlio have Incl- 
dentally bome teitiinon; to the meritsofour AuLhor, I 
maj take thi* opportunitj' to quote a paeBage from the 
Ltfe of Mr Crabbb, latelj pubÜBhed. 1d a letter de«cri' 
biag Crabbe'a vliit to Edinbui^h, in 1622, nben he 
realded in Sir Walter Scott's houH, Hr Lockrart 
Btal«^ diat after perusiog Altan Ramrar'a ' Geotle 
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Sbepherd/ ** He [Crabbb] told me next morning that 
he had been pleaaed with it» but added, ' there is a 
long Step between Ramsay and Barns.' He then meide 
Sir Waltbr read and interpret same of old Dunbar to 
him ; and »aid^ * I sbb trat the Atrshire bard had 

ONB GlANT BBPORB HIM.* " (Vol. i. p. 278.) Mr LoCK- 

HART, in bis excellent Life of Buras^ also speaks in 
high terms of our ' Scotish Ciiaucer;' and a distin* 
guisbed li?ing Poet, in his letter respecting an edition 
of the Ajrshire bard's worics, observes, rather quaintly, 
** It is consistent that Luden Buonaparte, who couid 
censure Milton for having surrounded Satan in the 
infernal regions with courtly and regal splendour, 
should pronounce the modern Ossian to be the glory of 
Scotland ; — a Country that bas produced a Dunbar, a 
Buchanan, a Thomson, and a Bums." — Wordsworth. 

In an excellent article by the late Mr Gilchrist, oh 
Lord Halles' volume of ' Ancient Scottish Poems,' are 
some remarks on Dunbar's character as a Poet, which 
want of Space alone prevents me from quoting. (Cen- 
sura Literaria, vol. v. p. 240.) 

Page 13, line 20, '* The Flyting commences on the 
part of Dunbar, at a time when he was at some dis- 
tance from Court."] I should have said, " The Flyting 
commences on the part of Dunbar, at a time when he 
might have been at Court, and when Kennedy was 
residing in Ayrshire, but it was carried on, and the 
latter portion of it undoubtedly written while Dunbar 
was abroad." See Notes to the Flyting at pages 4dl 
and 436 of this rolume. 

Page 22, line 7. « Neither the Queen, " &c] I am 
not aware that the following letter of Queen Mar- 
garet, addressed to her father, Henry the Seyenth^ has 
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ever been printed. It Is curfous in shewing the State 
of the youDg Queen'» mind, soon after her marriage, 
in regard to the management of public afTairs, as she 
complains of the King having been too much engroBsed 
with the Company of the Earl of Surrey. The original 
18 preserved among the Cotton. MSS. Veepas. F. xiii. 
** MjT mo8t dere Lorde and Fader, in the most humble 
wyse that I can thynke, I recummaund me vnto your 
Grace, besechyng you, off your dayly blessyng, and that 
it will pleise you to yeue hartely thankes to all your 
seruauntes, the whych be your commaundment haue 
geuen ryght good attendaunce on me at this tyme, and 
Bpecially to all thes ladies and jantilwomen which hath 
accompeneyd me hydder, and to geff credence to 
thys good Lady, the berar heroff ; ffor I haue showde 
hyr mor off my mynd than I will wryght at thys tyme. 
Sir, I beseche your Grace to be good and gracios lorde 
to Thomas, whych was footman to the Quene, my 
moder, whos sowie God haue soyle, for h^ hath byn 
on off my fotemen hydder with as gret diligence and 
labur to hys great Charge of hys awne good and true 
mynde, I am not able to recumpence hym except the 
fauour off your Grace. Sir, as for newys, I haue none 
to send but that my Lorde of Surrey ys yn great fauor 
with the Kyng her, that he cannott forber the companey 
off hym no tyme of the day. He and the Bichopp of 
Murrey ordereth euery thyng as nyght as they can to 
the Kyngis pleasur. I pray God it may be for my pore 
harttis ease in tyme to come ! They cal not my Cbam- 
berlayne to them, which I am sur wull speke better 
for my part than any off them that ben off that consell ; 
and iff he speke any thyng for my cause, my Lord of 
Surrey hath such worddis vnto hym that he dar speke 
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BO Inrder« CM Mnd me comford to hjrs plernir, md 
lliat I and niTne thtt ben lefft her witb me be well 
entretld, tuch wjwe as thejr haue takea. For Godes 
$akf Syr, otUde me a etcwtyd that I wryt not mif tylf to 
yowr Oracty for Ihau no laysyr thys tym^ botwythwihse 
Iwauld lufer wyt your Graee naw, and numy tynu mar 
wan Iwold, and Syr, as for thy» that Ihaue wrytyn to 
your Cfraceyty» wery tru^ tut Ipray God I nutyjynd 
yt weljbr my welet erefter, No nun' to your Graee at tys 
tym^ hat Our Lord hau you en ys kepyng. Wryttyn wyt 
the hand ofyour humble douter, 

Margarbt." 

Tlds letter lias no data, bat as the serTanta to whom 
the Queen alludes, aa having accompanied her to Seot- 
land, appear» from the Treaaurer't Account«, to have 
retumed on the Idth of August, or five dajrs after the 
marriage, we maj auppose that it was written at that 
Urne. Qnly the latter part of it, (belog the words 
printed in itallcs,) is in the Queen's hand, and pre- 
■entt no favourable ipecimen either of her penman- 
ahlp^ or sklll in orthographjr. 

Page 26.] Whether Dunbar's admission to the high- 
est Order of prieithood in the Romiah Church, was 
immediately preceding the data of bis performing maaa 
in the King'B presence cannot be aacertained ; nor does 
it appear to haye been attended at that time with any 
preferment in the chnrch, but this at leaat qualified 
him to officiate aa King's Chaplain, when attending 
James in bis occasional Visits to different parts of the 
country* 

Page 4d, note 4a] Delete the words "and the ' Poems 
by Dunbar*« Contemporaries,' in vol. 11." 

Page 59, note 65.] Delete the two sentences begin* 



N 
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ning, " It is wrltten " &c., as the poem in queBtion htm, 
Bince that sheet was printed, been inserted in the pre- 
sent volume at page 37. See also tbe notes to that 
poem, at page 409. I observe, that Mr Mackenzie, in 
bis Report on the Authenticity of the Poems ascribed 
to Osaian, p. 22, bas quoted this Interlude» as written 
by Dunbar. Among other points of resemblmce which 
might be specified as tending to confirm this tdei^ I 
may notice bis commendation of Edinburgh, quhair ia 
meriast cheer, at liae 131, &c. when compared with 
similar expressioos in bis Dirige to the King. See yol i. 
p. 86, lines 21, 35, 69, &c 

Page 62. Woodaä view of Holyrood,'\ The Royal 
Palacb of Holtrood is usually said to have been 
ereeted by James the Fifth. It may have been enlarged 
or completed by that Monarch, but it certalnly was 
built in the reign of James the Fourth, as appears from 
entries in the Treasurer's Accounts, and, consequent- 
ly, during the time when our Author lived at Court 
Although partially destroyed by fire in 1547, it was 
probably restored according te its original design. 
The present view, which was engraved in Holland» 
from a drawing by Gordon of Rothiemay, before 1650, 
may therefore be considered as a correct view of the 
original Palace, which having been accidentally * bunt 
to the ground,' by some of Cromwell's soldiers in Oc- 
tober 1650, was rebuilt in the reign of Charles the 
Second, according to a different plan, retaining, how- 
ever, the double tower upon the north«west, still 
known as Queen Mary's apartments. 
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TO THE NOTES ON DUNBAR'S POEMS. 

FigM 1 13 to 908 ef thit Tolume «re left blank, oc- 
catloMd bj the dreunittttice alloded to at page xL ci 
thaPreface. 

P^Sld, BoCe on llna 119.] « The Lyane—Quhais 
nobiU yre ii PAaciaa pboiteatis/ Dr Jamibson, in 
refaranea la Iha readiog of iha MS. in thia line, saya, 
** Frotär \m cartainlj a biundar of loma tranacriber for 
prot^gere^ i. e. to protact the fallen." The correction 
Introducad Into the tezi not ooly suita the measure, 
but !• confirmed hy a proverbial saylng» which occurs 
in referance, u in Dunbar's poem, to the armoriil 
baaringt of the Kings of Scotland, namelj, ** Jouxte k 
eommuH proverbe, Parcere proatratis seit nobilis irs 
leonis." See page 21 of the work by ' Maistre Jehan 
le Feron^ eacuyer/ entitled, ' Le Simbol Armorial des 
Aimolrea da France, et d'Escoce, et de Lomioe," 
dedicated to * Madame Marie de Lorraine Royne et 
Douairiere d*Escoce/ and printed at Paria in tbe 
year 1555, 4to. 

Page 22d, line 8.] JRead, Milcolm Laing, (in Hbnry*s 
Hiatorj, vol. ▼!. p. 605.) 

Page 229, line 13. ** And the ladies defended the 
Castle with rose water and comfittes, and the lordes 
threvre in dates and oranges."] An instance of a more 
Strange kind of assaulting or bidiering a fortress in 
one of these pageants, what we should think more 
suitable for annojing some unfortunate individual in 
the pillory, than as a courtly amusement, occurs in 
the Treasurer's Accounts, 1526> last of June, '* Itenii 
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gevin for eggis to bikker the Castell, 158. 6d." It might 
have been for the same pastime that the Treasurer paid 
on July 17th, '^ Item, gevin at the Kingis command» 
tili puyre wivis that come gretand apone bis Grace, 
for eggis takln fra thame be bis servandis, 208." — 
There ia a rare Engliah poem, by Neville, Bon of the 
Lord Latymer, entitled ' The Castell of Pleasure/ 
prioted at London, in 1 508, 4to. See Dibdin'a Typogr. 
Antiq. vol. ii. p. 871, and Gent Mag. Feb. 1834, p. 195. 
Page 225, note on line 253.] Sir David Lyndsay, In 
bis Complaynt of the Papingo, written in 1530, also 
exclaims» that ' the bell of rethorick had bene roung,*^ 
by Cbaucer, Grower, and Lydgate, and adds, 

Qaha dar presume thir Poetis tili impung 
Quhais sweit sentence throuch Albion ben siuig. 

Page 256, note on line 23, Pryd, with hair un/ld bak, 
and bonet on st/d.'] Thus, in a poem, Sons exylit throw 
Fryd^ printed by Lord Halles, p. 142, HU hat on syd set 
upfor ony hest, 

Page 260, note on line 37, Jcütkia^ Scrippis^ ^c] Per- 
baps the latter word ought to be Splentis, Tfaus, In^ 
the poem on Pryde, last quoted, it is said that the ex- 
travagant expense laid out on silks, furrings, chains, 
and other articles of dress, 

Micht fttmeiR foorty into Jak and Splent 
Weill bodin at his bak with bow and speir. 

Splentis was a kind of armour for the legs as well as 
the arms. In the Act of Parliament» 1429, it was en- 
jojmed, that persons <* of ten pund of rent, or fyftie 
pundis in gudis, have hat, gorget, breist-plate, pans, 
and leg-splentist at the leist." 



468 ADDITIOMAL KOTB8 AHD C0RRECTION8. 

Fifs aoo, llae 1, "* wfmtm lo indicftta the ooftna 
maiuMn of the age»" &c.] Mr Campbell» after mention- 
iag tiie Tile of die FreirU o/Berwik, aod the Dimnee 
qfthe JMäfy Ssftmüf hm •ome genend remerk», partly 
•uggetted by tfaU PoenHy addrened to Queen Margaret^ 
by Dttnbar» which I omltted elsewhere to quote :— *< In 
tbe worka of thoae Northern makera of the fifteenth 
eentuTf, there ia a gay apirit^ and an indication of jovial 
mannera» whIch forma a contraat to tbe coTenanting 
national cliaracter of aubaequent timet. Tbe frequent 
eoaraeneaa of thla poetical gaiety» it would indeed be 
more eaay than agreeable to proTO by quotationa ; and» 
if we could forget hoar yery groaa tbe bumour of 
Cbaneer aometimea ia, we night» on a general compa- 
riaon of the Sootch with the English poets, extol tbe 
comparatlve delicacy of Englisb taste; for Skelton him- 
aelf, though more burlesque than Sir David Lyndsay 
in atyle» ia leaa outrageoualy indecoroua in matter. At 
a period when Jamea IV. waa breaking lancea in the 
llsta of chivalry, and when the Court» and Court poeta 
of Scotland might be auppoaed to have possesaed ideaa 
of decency» if not of refinement» Dunbar at that period 
addresaea the Queen on the occasion of Imving danced 
in her Majeaty'a Chamber» with jokea which a beggar 
wench of the preaent day would probably contider aa 
an offence to her delicacy." — (Specimens» &c. vol. iL 
p. 69.) 

Page SOI, note on line 24. Cudify Ring.] Linea 6» &c. 
of this note ahould read as foUowB : — ** Which Pin- 
kerton decipheredaa' cuddy-rung»' " and ezplained ' a 
cndgel I ' In this he bas been foUowed by Dr Jamie- 
Bon» but the Poet evidently alluded to a person of the 
name of Cuddy, and from the followlng notices in the 
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Trea8iirer*8 Aocouots it appears that the name ahould 
be CoDDT Rio, &c. 

Page 307, Uoe 8. " No notice of these bladc maideiifl»" 
&c.] In the Trea8urer*8 Accounts during the reign of 
Jamea the Fifth, I find, howe?er, this entry, 1527, 
August 22. ' Item to Helenor, the blak moir, be the 
Kingis precept, xls.' 

Page 316, note on line 40. Ay rynnis the fox^ qukitt 
he f Ute hes,"] Knox, in his History of the Reformation» 
in referring to some of Cardinal Betoun's proceedingt, 
aiso makes use of this proverbial expression, and sajB, 
*' Sa that the Scottis proverb was trew of him, * Sa 
lang runes the Fox, as he fute heaJ** (P. 40, edit. 
1732.) 

Page 318.] See a specimen of such monkish lines in 
' A Recantation of famous Pasquin of Rome,* Lond. 
1570, quoted in the British Bibliographer, yoI. ii. p. 289. 
290. Also, in ' Bonner's Dirge,' ib. 287. 

Page 327, note on line 3. Gtiletis.] Dunbar, in line 
114, of bis Tale of The Twa Married Warnen and the 
Wedo, also uses gillot, as a wanton fiUy, or young 
mare. Although Dr Jamieson, in quoting that obscure 
but coarse line, has, by oversight, g^ven a different 
meaning to the word, not only the sense of the passage 
referred to, but the whole strain of this petition, in 
the assumed character of an old wom-out steed, places 
the true Interpretation beyond all doubt. Jiliet is still 
applied to a young giddy girl. Burns, in some verses 
written in the prospect of bis setting out for the West 
Indies, says of himself, * A jiliet brak hü heart at last, 
m mot she be /' 

Page 328, note on line 32, dring and draw^'] Dring, 
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!■ OB« of tb« coplM, read« dmp, but probablf ihoold 
b« dny, to pult or drag. Tbiu, in Oatria Douglai, 

Rieht crnutlie ibej wirk, 

Aad fbr to dng and drax will Draer irk, 

li tba ConplATM of Scotland, U h nid that ' Biulphal,' 
** bed a Inrodür, wbo wu grll, Ujt, and gud Ifik, bot 
■ochlbelM Um Dwlat porffK iDduatreiu horte dutmn 
of Hac«doB culd nocht gar him b« veU biidilit nor 
maolt In na eoiDodiu* aort conuenieDt to aerue ane 
piiacc, qubar for lie raa nocbt trelttit, bot rather de- 
jdilüt and cbaaalt to th« rylld barran feildia to tejk 
hU mcTt, aud« ofte tjme« Ac DO« ;»(' tn an« cort fo (frii^ 
a»d i^w, quhar he vaa euyl düng and broddiL"— 
P.23«. 

Page 935, note on Ihie 26. Hocbt neidfuä ü mat 
towtd bt dum,\ Thiu, LjmdMj, apealdug from espe- 
rlence. aar«, — 

" Bot, DOW I mMj wcill imdantind 

And, in tba Court man g*CtU na thing, 
Wlbcwlin opportniu nking." — (Vol. i. p. 355.) 
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TO DUNBAR'S POEMS. 



THE GLOSSARY. 



N. refers to tbe Notes, and the paget to Volome I., unlew 
when otberwise spedfiad. 



A, <me. 

Kaü. 

Abaisit, abtuhed, confimnded, 

Abak, hack, 

Abayd, dekuf. 

Abbeit, hahit, dress, 

Abil, able. 

Abone, abufe, above. 

Adjutorie, helpert inierceaor. 

Adjutory, he^, interceMon, 

Adred, in dread, 

Affeir, tarne <u EfTeir. 

Afferit, afraid, terrified. 

Afferitlye, affiightedly. 

hffyj to cofuider tvith regard^ 

to esteem. 
Aforrow, bejbre. 
Aganis, agaifut, 
Agast, frigläened. 

Ainon, anoTte, 
Air, an hcir. 

Air, the, itinerant court of jus- 
tice. See N. 293. 
Aith, aithis, oaihj oaths. 



Aitis, oatt. 

Alkin, aükin, all kind, every 

iori, 
Allanerly, onfy, tolely, 
AUeYin, alleged, admitted, 
AUowit, praised, commend- 

ed. 
Allutirly, eniirefy, wholfy, 
Almane, Gemumy, 
Almery, a cupboard. 
Almess, almouss, charitable. 
Almess, almous, almt. 
Almoner, a dispoter of ahnt. 
Als, o/fo, as, 90. 
Anamalit, adomed, 
Anarmit, armed. 
And, if. 
Ane, one. 
Anis, once. 
Anis, asses. 
Anterous, tarne at awnter. 

ous. 
A per se, A hy ittelf, unique 

in perfection. 
Aph^cane, Africa. 
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Apfll reneis. See N. 405. 
Appionit, happtned. 
Aigone» toargue, io coniend, 
Armony, harmony, 
Arteilvo, arUUefyt weapom 

ofoffence. 
Ab, ass, athe»* 
Ash-Weddinsday, ihe fitd 

ämfofLeni, 
Ask, a kind oflitard, 
Askaris, beggart. 
Aspyit, etpied^ heheld. 
Assalyeit, Med. 
Astrologifl, attrologers, 
At, that. 
Attanis, at once, 
Atteir, aUire^ drest. 
Attone, atonis, ai once, 
Attour, betide, over, 
Aucht, ought, 
Aucht, poiteision, haohig 

ihe prcperiy of. 
Aunter, awnter, an adven^ 

iure, also to undertake. 
Aureate, golden, 
Avail, (p. 204,) abatement, 

hunUUaiion, 
Averill, a term of reproach, 

tarne at haverel, a poor 

tuelettfellow. 
Avenand, affable^ elegant, 
Aver, a horte, 
Avyise, to aMte, contider, 
Awalk, awoilk, awake. 
Awfrand, offering. 
Awin, mvn, 
Awnterous, bold, adventu- 

rout, chivairout, 
Awppis, whappit, curlewt, 
Ay, ever, alwayt. 



B. 

Babm, a fooTt bauble. 

Bace, batt, 

Bad, detired, ordered. 

Bae, bah/ 

Baggis, bagtf or weaUh. 

Ba^t horse. See N. 262. 

Baid, retidence, abiding. 

Baill, bale, bailis, torrow. 

BaiUfull, torrowfiä. 

Baird, a bard, or rhi^mer, uted 

in a reproachfid tente. 
Baimeheid, childhood, 
Ballingaris, vettelt ofwar. 
Ban, io curte and twear. 
Band, bandis, bond, bondt. 
Bandoun, tervice, dominion. 
Bandounit, abandoned, 
Banning, curting, 
Bannist, banithed. 
Bard, (p. 84,) barred, thui, 
Bargane, conjfUct, conteniion. 
BaTgpnens,qttarrellert,tvrang' 

lert. See N. 259. 
Barkis, tntall vettelt, barkt. 
Barkit, dried, tanned, en- 

grained. 
Barrass, barriert, littt. 
Barrat, baret, conteniion, vex- 

ation, trouble. 
Barrow-tram, the pole or 

thafl ofa barrow. 
Bartane, Britain. 
Batteret, beuten. 
Bauld, bold. 
Bausy-handis, large, coarte 

handt, 
Bauthles, (p. 78,) ? 
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Bawcli, indifferent^ didagte" 

ßä. 
Bawd, hade. 
Bazstar, a hoher, 
Beckis, tee bdc* 
Bedene, immediatefyt qtUck' 

h&tf gictf Mbttw. 
Begouth, began* 
Beaechtis, promuei, 
Behuifit, behud, behtwed. 
Bejaip^ to deoeive, 
Beid, (vol. ii. p. 21.) be U. 
Beikis, (p,l50,)sameatbokuf 

the comer teeth ofu horte. 
Befld, abodcy sheUer^ Teßige. 
'SieSiA, Jeäered. 
Beir, » otie made by theflight 

ofbirds. 
Beur, barley. 
Beir, a hier. 
Beisandis, certain pieces of 

^M coin Struck in France, 
Beit, to help, to mppfy; beit 

the fire, to addßtel to it. 
Bek, beckis, a bow, courtty, 
Bekking, bowing, cringing. 
Bellamy, a boon companion, 
Bdly-bÜDd, a perton blind- 

/Med, or hoodwinked, 
Belly-huddroun, a glutton. 
Belyfi; belyve, pretentfy, 

immediatefy, quickly. 
Ben, the inner room; wüMn^ 

oppoted to but, without. 
Bend, a tpring, a leap. 
Bene, abean^utedjbr a thing 

ofnovalue. 
Benefyce, benefeis, a bene- 

fice. 
Bennisoun, bletting. 

VOL. II. 



Bent, ruthet, or ccarte gratt, 
Berand, roaringt uted for 



Berd, (y. ii. p. 54») buried. 
Beres, beart. 
BeriaU, brightetl. 
Berne, a perton^ a motu 
Bertane, (p. 132,) BreUigne. 
BescbAwin, be thoitm. 
Besene, buty, occupied, ac' 

tive. 
Bested, cireumttanced. 
Beswakkit, immertedy wal- 

Unving. 
Beswick, to deceive. 
Betrasit, betrayed. 
Betteis, ttupidfellowt f 
Betuix, betwuety between. 
Beuch, a bough. 
Bewis, bought. 
Bewrie, to reveal. 
Bicker, a wooden dith, also 

used OS a drinÜng cup, 
Bid, to askf to desire. 
Biddis, withholds, stays. 
Bikkar, bickering, attack, 

skimUsh. 
Billie, a lover, companion* 
Bill, billis, a ttnitingy deeds. 
Binkis, shelves» 
Birkis, birch4rees. 
Bimeist, (▼. ii. p. 12,) bwr- 

nishedf picked clean. 
Birnes, (p. 56,) cuirass, or 

hamessf 
Bimis, bums. 
Bissart, a buxssard. 
Bla, block and bbie. 
Blabbar, hlBibhem,toblethery 

babble^ make a noise. 
Blandit, flattered, soothed. 
2g 
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Bkw, bUwand, 

blawit, to biow, 
Bl^, (y. ii. p. 7lt) campiejtion. 
Bledder-cheikis, ekeektpt^- 

eä cnä iike a hladder» 
Bkir, bleris, to dim^ io ob- 

acute ike $ighi ; bleir the 6» 

iodeceive ; bleir eit, 6lrar- 

eyed. 
Blek, Uadt, biacking. 
Blekit, blackened. 
Blenkis, blenkand, Uenkit, 

gkmcett bUnkmg, gianced. 
Blent, (p. 132,) glance, look. 
Bl3mi8, (p. 71f) ceaae$, 
Blythe, eladt cheerfuL 
Blythfulkr, hhfÜier, 
Bodin, arrmfed^ drested, pro- 

tfided. 
Bosill, a apedre, a gobUn, 
Boist, bost, boistis, bostit, to 

ihreaten, 
Boistaris, threateners. 
Bony, prdty, bfoutifiiL 
Bony quhyie, (v. ii. p. 12,) 

in a shori white. 
Borrow, (p. I51,)topatonj to 

It^oiide. 
Borrowit, (p. 247,) redeemed, 
Bossis, bütlet of ewrihen- 

wäre. 
BoBtis, threatt ; see boist. 
Bot, Inä, only, withoiä, 
Botingis, btukint. 
Botkin, a snudl kmfe. 
Botwand, a haUm^ or rod of 

power, 
Boun, bownit, to dreu, pre^ 

pare, make ready. 
Boun, bown, bound, to go, to 

bend one^t coune. 



Bour, ckamber. 

Bourd, ajeä, Ught matter. 

Bourdour, a jeder» 

Bousteoiu, roughj boiäeraiu. 

Bowdin, sweUed. 

Bow^, the wiidoT, or buffalo* 

Bowk, ihe body. 

Bown, $ee boun. 

Bowrde, tojed. 

Bowsum, mutom, yiebUng, 

obedient. 
Braid, auauit, a stmi, quiek 

moHon. 
Braidis of me, (p. 165,) tunu 

awayfrom. me. 
Braid up my head, to tote it 

up Uke a high-mettled horte. 
Braiss, braisit, to embrace^ 

embraced. 
Brandeist, brandished. 
Brankand, hedecked^ dreu- 

ed gailyt swaggering. 
Brankit, capered, pranced. 
Brash, an eusault, an ^ori. 
Bratill, a dattering noiae. 
Brattis, ragged c&ldren. 
Brawlaris, duorderlypereoiu. 
Brawlis, tumuUt, violence. 
Bray, an aocämty. 
Brayd, breid, brvad, open. 
Brayd, braid, bred, itarted, 

or tphmg away. 
Breid, breadtk. 
Breid ofmayne. See N.S86. 
Breif, breve, to compote^ in- 

dite, write» 
Breikis, breeches. 
Breikless, wühotä breeches. 
Bremys, (p. 12) ? 
Brether, brethren. 
Breve, see breif. 
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Bribour, a greedy roical, a 
thief, low beggarlyfeliow. 

Bricht, a youmg wotnan. 

Briganedis, brigan, a brigand, 
robbers. 

Brikand, budding, 

Brint, burtä. 

Briss, birss, bristlet. ' 

Brist, birstis, to bursi, 

Brodditt jagged, tpurred. 

Broudrit, embroidered, 

Browstar, a brewer.' 

Brudermaist, fnod broiher^ 

Bruikit. See N. 244. 

Bruke, bruik, brukis, brui- 
kit, to possetSy cnjoy. 

Brukle, brukil, briÜle. 

Bruntstane, brinutone, 

Brybour, tarne a» bribour. 

Brym, ^rctf, violent 

Bud,buddis,gt/2f,g2/*/f, bribet, 

Buik, a book, 

Buill, fhe buU. 

Buird, bürde, a board, table. 

Büke, baked. 

Bukky, a skeü. 

Bumbard, a lasuf drone, dri- 
fxüer. 

Burch, brach, borough town. 

Burd claith, table doth. 

Bürde of silk, a strip, or sei- 
vidge qf embroidered iilk. 

Bürde, lee buird. 

Burdouo, a karge ttaffwüh a 
pike ; also a pUgrm*s staff, 
or batotu 

Burgeoun, a budy a shoot, 

Burgh and land, tottm emd 
country. 

Burreaw, a hangman. 



Burrowstoun, a burgh town. 
Busk, buskit, todress, dress- 

ed, adomed* 
Bnssis, bushes, 
Bussome, (p. 37,) a besom, 
Busteous, bustuous, rough, 

boisterotts, overbearing, 
But, lathout. 
But, the otäer apartment ofa 

house. 
But dout, without doubt. 
But weir, loithotä appreken- 

ston. 
Bute, giß, advantage, com- 

pensation. 
Bute, he^, remedy. 
Buthman, a smaÜ merchafii, 

or keeper of a booth or co- 

vered stall. 
Butis of leather, pieces of 

tanned leather. 
By, beside, without. 
Byd, byde, bydand, to a6«üp, 

to waä, attend. 



C. 

Cabeld yon cout, (p. 74,) 

reined yon coli. 
Cabroch-howis, lean, meagre 

limbs. 
Cace, cacis, chance. " 
Caff, chaf. ' 

Cager-aviris, cadger horses. 
Caiche. See N. 401. 
Caill, see kaill. 
Cairl, carlis, a clown, rustic, 

also a rüde, surlyfeüow. 
Cairt, csat\B,card, cards. 
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Gald, dimtue cmmd 6y cold. 

CaDanderif, (p. 146.)? 

Caliay, tkeptwemefä, 

Cahrecot, Caiiad, a iown in 
Mmdodanf theJM Imdian 
partMted ii, XSmopean 

oJ^, Champion. 
Camroch, aanbrie* * 
Cankerit, crou, iU tempered. 
Capircalye«>e,M« •»««<am 

cock, 
CappU, a unirk4iar$e9 a »orry 

Aorje. 
C^>rou8y, Upper garmetät or 

»hofi doak wUk a cowl or 

hood. 
Carle, carlu, tee cairL 
Carlich, belonging to a cairl. 
Carljch« (p. 161,) ckurliMh. 
Carlingis, acontemptuouiepi' 

ihet applied to cid warnen, 
Carpand, carpit, talking, 

talked, 
Carvouris, carvertf ecuiptort, 
Carybald carle, a cratbed 

ecwrtnf oldfeUow. 
Cass^e, otui. 
Castmgis, cad^ckihei. 
Cauld, ciild, 
Cawf, a ctdf, 
Cayne, Com. 
Cedull, tckedulet wriüng, 
Celicdl, celedial. 
Chaftis, ihejcHvii chopt. 
Chaip, ewoape. 
Chakmait. See N. 341. 
Chalmarer, chamberUun, 
Chalmir, chamir, a Chamber, 
Chapell^erkis. See N. 224. 
Chapman, a merchant. 



Char, on, on edge, 

ChdC head af a dan or ßi- 

Chäpf cfaeqpit, to equeak. 
Cheia, ckooae, 
Chen^eis, eham», 
Chenst, acquired, 
Choip, the ekopt, 
Chod, thejaws. 
Chutt^ a aownt ehurl. 
Chukkit, dutdded^findkd, 
Churl, a slavef «itfsm, or 

öondeMOH» 
Chymys, kouieg, 
Chyre, (t. ii. p. 10,) cheer, 

entertoüntent, 
Cinque and sice, ai dice. 
Gais, dayis, ckihet, 
Clain.schellia, mxdlop Mkeüt^ 

at wom bjf pügrimi, 
Clappit, pioDed, 
Claschea, reviks, utes terms 

ofreproach, 
Clatteraris, tattlers, tote- 

bearers, 
dattir, datdris, to tattle, io 

make a noise, 
Oaver, dover, 
Clawcht, ieized^ raued up, 
Clayth-biapparis, chtk^Up- 

C^'' See N. 332. 

Cleik, deikis, deikit, to seize^ 

draw to one*s seif. 
Qek, to hatch, 
Clewchis, raoineSf narrow 

^ient. 
Chp, (y. ii. p. 29,) a coU. 
Clipis, dippit, io call. 
Clippis, ecUpie, 
Clippit, embraced. 
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Qoddis, to tkrow clodt. 
Qois, indonare, 
Clour, a lunm, iumour. 
Gout, dowtis, achiäfpiecei, 

or thredt ofckih, 
Goutit, patched» 
Qowis, claws, 
Clowiss, clood, 
Cluccanes, grippers^ penont 

who setze iviih violence, 
Cluik, a claw, 
Cluvis, hoqfa. 
dynkand, ßngUng. 
Coft, boughi, 

Coilyear, Rauf. See N. 333. 
Coive, cave, 
Cokill, Cookies^ thellfiih^ tcal- 

lop, 
Cokkilby's Sow, or Cokel- 

bie*s Gryce. See N. 240. 
Collapis, coUopg, mincedmeat, 
CoU^iouii, (p. 156,) afeatty 

banquet, 
Collep, (p. d2,) $ame Und of 

drinking cup, 
Oolleyeris, (p. 149,) coo/« 

heaveri. 
Ck>mmerwaldy hen^pedsed. 
Communing, convenation or 

dialogue. 
Compt, an account, reckoning. 
Comptis, reckont, accounit. 
Conding, condign, wortfy. 
Confort, ccmfort, 
Conquys, acquire. 
Conserf, preterve, 
Contrair, againtlt contraty to. 
Conwoy, mein, carriage. 
Cope, copis, a cupfor drink- 
ing; playit cop out, io 

drink off all that is in a cup. 



Corce, corses, croues, mo- 

ney, 
Corchat, crakiket in nuuie' 
Cor«mundum, the beginning 

of one of the PemtenHal 

PtednUf — ' Cor mimdum 

crea in mt* 
Corpis, corse» hody* 
Correnoch. See N. 964. 
Cors, the Crosi, in the market- 

place. 
Coud, iome tu couth. 
Coumpt, tarne as corapt. 
Counyie, cotn, and henee 

circulation, 
Counyie, (p. 52,) apprehen- 

eion. 
Couth, could, tau able, 
Covanis, (p. 156,) comperny ? 
Cowdinkis, harlots. 
Cowffyne, pretty Utile cow. 
Cowhubby, a cow-herd, a 

booby, 
Cowit nodosa, diavenor bald 

head, 
Cowkin-kenseis, idlebeggartf 
Cowp, a drinking cup, 
Crabbit, crabbed, peevith, 
Graft, trade, profemon, 
Craftis, men of crafL, tradet- 

men, 
Cra^, craig, the neck, throat. 
Craig, cragis, rock, rodet, 
Craikaiis, crakkaris, boattert, 
Crak, enkia8,boattingwordt, 

talk. 
Cramasee, crimton, usuaUy 

applied to vdvet. 
Craudoun, crawdones, cow- 

ard, cowardt. 
Creill, a wicker batket. 
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Ctmathe, grtüse, fiU. 
Crk, « piSUc rectpUaiüm, 
Crockii, old ewes. 

Ciwmed. wmrwmred, er smg 

m a hw iune, 
Crop, cropt, ihe top, 
Crop aod rute» Inwich and 

rooi. 
Cropandcraw, 
Croppis, branches. 
Crownis of wecht, gpldcoins* 

See N. 352. 
Oowse, Msk. 
Crudis, curdi, 
Cnife, a ho^'i-^ye. 
Crujk, crubl, crooked^ Urne- 

neu. 
Cnike, circle. 
Ciy, (p. 193,) for a short 

Space, 
Cryaris, public criers. 
Crynit, crynd, coniradedt 

drawn together. 
Cuchettis. See N. 247. 
Cuddv Ring. See N. 301 

and 458. 
Cuir, cuiris, eure, benefices. 
Cuke, cukis, a cook, cooks. 
Culroun, tcoundrel, 
CumiSy becomes. 
Cummer, cummeris, fenuäe 

gouipt, 
Cummer, cummerit, trouble, 

encumber, encumbered. 
Cummerlyke, Hke gouips, 
Clin, to knaw, aiio to tatte, 
Cuningar, mare experi, 
Cuunand, knowing, expert, 

sküfid. 
Cunnaris, iasters. 



Cunyie, same at coun yie« 
Cunyogis, raMi(f . 
Cunyouris, coinert, 
Curch, curcbes, head^dreu, 

kerchief. 
Cure, curis, a benefice ; aUa 

butineu, profe$non. 
Curledoddy, a wiidplani, 
Cureing, ejtcommunicaiion. 
Cursing, coursing, kunting 

wOh greyhounds* 
Cunouris, cowners. 
Curriesknaiff: See N. 309. 
Cury, cookery, 
Cut», ihe anclet. 



D. 

Daii,foolish, giddy. 
Dandely, wied to signify one 

who is spoHed, by beingtoo 

muck made of. 
Dane, genile, dainiy f 
Dang, kttocked at, druck. 
Danger, (p. 144,) same at 

denger. 
Dans]^, Denmark. 
Dantis, dantit, to subdue. 
Darth, dearih, scardty. 
Daseyne, (p. 240,) the daisyf 
Dautit, nuuie nrnch of. 
Daw, See slute.daw. 
Daw, dawing, down, dawn' 

ed; up daw, rose up, 
Dearcb, a dtoarf. 
Defame, infamtf, shame, dis- 

grace. 
Deflord, disfigured. 
Degest, composed, grave, se- 

daie. 
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Did, dedee, Death, 

Deid, deed, 

DeifF, to deoDCt deafen, 

Deill, deal. 

Deill, tJte DeviL 

Deir, do harm^ injwy. 

Deirance, injury, 

Deiris, (p. 144,) encouraget, 

rendert bold f 
Delyverlie» nimbly, quickly- 
Demane, (p. 205,) io nud^ 

treat, 
-Deme, dorne, mother. 
Deme, to cenmre, io judge, 

io condemn, 
De.ming, damning, cenm- 

ring. 
Denger, (p. 223,) coynetSt 

reterve, 
Densmen, Danes. 
Depaynt, painted, 
Depurit, purified, 
Deray, noue, disorder, 
Derene, derenyeit, to disoT' 

der. 
Derne, in teeret^ (p. 239,) 

in darknes*. 
Detressit, hanging in treues, 
Devit, deafened, 
Devoyd, to divest, laif atide, 
Devyiss, device, comuel, 
Devysit, contrived» 
Deyne, ditdain. 
Dicht, to drest, to preparef 

to make ready. 
Diu, (p. 176,)deiU? 
Ding, condign, worthy, 
Dins, to ttrike. 
Dink, taucy, nice, precite; 

aiiogay. 
Djrige, the fimeral service, 



fr am the ftrd word in the 

öth Ptalmy tung in the Office 

for the dead, 
Du-k, dirkness, darh, dark- 

ness^. 
Dirkin. See N. 273. 
Dirkit, darkened^ obtcured. 
Discry ve, io describe» 
Discure, to discover, 
Diseis, unetmness, 
Diserth, (vol. ii. p. 76) ? 
Disheris, to ditinherit. 
DisJone, breakfoit. 
Dispeme, io ditperte, 
Dispone, to dispote, make 

'ready. 
Dispulit, despoiled, 
Disteynit, dained, 
Dium, daily, 

Dogonis, (p. S9Sf)ß}lloufert f 
DoUin, buried. 
Dolour, grief. 
Dome, jitdffnent. 
Donk, domdt, dank, moid, 

moidened. 
Dost, updost, deckedjdreued. 
Dot, daieofdupor, 
Dotit, stupid, confiued, 
Doun-thring, to overtum, 

throw doum. 
Dour, obstinate. 
Dourly, obdinately. 
Do wait, take heed. 
Dowbart,a duü, spiriHessfeU 

low. 
Dowblett, doublat, a short 

jacket, or under coat. 
Dowis, doves. 
Dowkarfor to dregg it, adi- 

verto drag, orfish it up. 
Dowsy, adull stupid fellow. 
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Dntt^ krtwer's grmnt. 
Dnik and duik» iktAe tmd 

Uraikit, mmie a$ dimwlat. 

See N. 297. 
Drawkit» dmcked, drog/jM» 
IMt to siffirt endure. 
Dreid, but» doubileu. 
Dreipis, to drcp. 
Drene» ernukaä repeUHom. 
Diess, to ffo/brtk» to pnpore 

firleamna, 
Thest^prondetL 
Dreyeloty driveOert 9 
Dring, to drag tlowfy, 
Droich, droicnis, u dwarf, 
Drowp, drup» to droopk 
Drowp, drupe, afBtblepermm. 
Drowth, dtougÜ^ thirH» 
Drublie, gloo^^ troMed. 
Drug, druggit, to puU Jorci' 

hly. 
Dryte, dryris, to tpend* 
Dryrand, driving, riding 

, jutteTt ihaUoiw weder, 
Duddis, ragged clothct* 
DuddrouD, dovent drob* 
Duid, (▼. ii. p. 53,) do it. 
Duilfim, torrowfid. 
Dukis, ducki, 
Dulce, iweet. 
Dulcely, sweetfy. 
Dule, grief, sorrow. 
Dule, to grieve, to lament, 
Dullit, duUed, obicured, stu- 

pified. 
Dully, dolefui, mekmchoUf ; 

diulj giennis, lonely^ soU' 

twyglen. 



DuW«, (p. 17,) härm, injmy^ 
Duiis, oEirris, dbort. 
Dwalme, dwaiwines, miäden 

fit ofntkmu^ nowmmg. 
Dwalming, tqn^ eo mH in eu, 
Dyk, (p. 61,) afaice. 
Dynarit the fowlis, (p. 61,) 

ihe birds nmde m churful 

din or noite f 
Dynfc «eedkiff. 
I^mE, jiMdii&. 
Dyouris, bankrupti. 
I^rsour, a ttombkrf one wko' 

pk^atSee. 
Dyt, a ducourse^jofiang, 
Dyte, endyte, to compote in 

vene, to make verte». 
Dytu, mdictif aocmes» 
Dyrour, banbrupt. 



E. 

Effeir, effeiris, cotuUtioüt qua- 

litUs, 
Effeiris, effeirand, beßs, re* 

kUing tOf coi^ornuäUe to. 
Effek, ^ect. 

Effrav, to q^fright, terrify. 
Efterhend, aJUr^ afierwards. 
Eik, eke, aUo. 
£ikit, increated. 
£ild, eld, age. Möge. 
Eit, tee bleir. 
Eith, eaty, 
Eldaris, predecestors. 
Eldnyng^ jeahuty. 
Ellis, eise. 
Elrich, expresring relatum to 

evtl spiriti, elvisk. 
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Elyk, aUke. 

Eme, uncle, mothet^s fgther. 
Eoarmit» armed, 
Enchesoiin» blamet exception. 
Endlang, lengtbwtn^M, 
Endyte, see dyte. 
Ene, e^t. 

Ensence, to affer inccTite. 
Erd, eird, the Earih, 
Erd, erdit, to inter, huried» 
Ern, ernis, the eagle. 
Ersehe» Erische, Irisk, or 

Gaelic. 
Ersehe men, applied to Jäigh- 

landers, 
Esehame, athamed. 
Ess, ace in dice. 
Estin, eoitem. 
Evfll-dredie, given to evü 

deedt» 
Exereing, exercidn^, 
Expreme, expreming, ex- 

premit, toexpreu. 
Exul, exiled, üamhed, 
Exufyife, (p.2d4}? 



F. 

• 

Faikles, toeak. 

Faüy6, tofiiü. 

Faine, tojeign. 

Fair, fare, togo, topati, to 

proceed. 
Fais, foe». 

Fald, (p. 150,) ifmea» Md. 
Faldis,/o^. 
Fallow, to equal, to pui on a 

footing toiih. 
Falset, fakekood. 
Falt, definäi, indigence. 



Fane, fain, detiroui, eager, 

fand. 
Fang, to embrace, to jmr, 

to lajf hold of. 
Fang, the hand, 
Fannoun, a Mcarf loom on 

the left arm of an officio* 

ting priest td Matt, 
Farcy, weU-fed, crammed, 
Fare, behanour. 
Fare, fame, tofare^Jured. 
Farlet, tarne or ferleit 
Farlyis, wondert. 
Fartingaiüis, aJardingKle, or 

wonuaCt hoop, 
Fary, turniUt, tuttle. 
Fary, fairy. 
Fasaovoifjuthion^ 
Fassoun, addrett, potiteneu^ 
Fastemis-evin, the evenpre* 

ceding the fird day of the 

fast of Lent, 
Yn&ütffatted. 
Fazart, a counard, daitard. 
Fecht, JSghi, battle. 
Feid,feud, enmiiy. 
Feile, knowledge» 
Feill, numerout, maiuf. 
Feir,feaiure, 

Feir oiyreit^preparedfirwar, 
Feir, fere, feres, feyris, com' 

panion, conypaniont, mede* 
Feiris, ccmpardontkip, 
Fek, a contiderable part. 
Feil, to befaU, 
Fellone, fölloun, violent, ex^ 

treme,ßerce ; aUo siraage, 
Felye, tofaiL 

Fend, to defend^ promde for, 
Fenyeis, fenyeit, fenis, /o 

feign. 
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Fenjrottris, deoeiven» 
FepiOis, qmvermg of the 

Ferd, fwi, ßmrtk. 
Ferleit, tiwndered, 
Feriy, iMMider» wondeffitL 

Ve^tmUfiuUned, 
FestualUy^i^miA 
YetYaeme^fBoihering, ordreu 

maäe offeoUien. 
Ve^Ujaäened. 
Feutetfiarow m eomßeldi, 
Fewii, fealfy. 
Fild, ßUed. 
FUlok. See N. 405. 
FiUok, a lUtUfiUy. 
Finh, frith, fritlus, a foreä, 

wooäi* 
Flagg;b, flank» er sides f 
Plane, nayn, a ihaß, an ar- 

row, 
Flap, a stroke. 
FlaMe,flew, 
Flawme, to baite. 
F16, to dupel, topui toflighi. 
Fleichit, prevailed upon bt/ 
entretäyJkUtered^ wheedled. 
Fleichouns, flauerer», 
Fleit,flete^tf/, quick; down- 

fleit, (p. 2l4,)dropping. 
Fleit, (p. 24S,) fiighiened, 

ierrifled. 
Fleme, flemb, flemit, to ba- 

nith, batiuhe», expeüed. 
Fleschour, a butcher. 
Flete, toflow, 
Flett, »coided, »ee Flyte. 
Flicht and wary, change and 

fluctuate, 
Flingaris, dancers. 



Flocht, fluOered, äate of 



Oll. 

Flouris, figaratwely tignifie» 

yoMth, or the prime ^life. 
Fludder, to eafole, aUo to be 

in a butUe, 
Flyrdis,^W#, or gibe»f 
Flyrit, (p. 65)? 
Flyrok, a deformed per»on f 
Flyte, to »cold, inveigk. 
Flyting, »coUüng; utedaltoa» 

a namefor a poetical con- 

tett. 
Fog, mo»», 
Foirbearis, predece»»or», an- 

ceitor». 
Foirstairis, outer-dair», »tairt 

prqfecting into the »treet, 
Fold, earth^ the earih, 
Folie, fooiuhy foolithneu. 
Folkis, people. 
Fon, to plai/f tofondle. 
Forcryit, wom out with cry- 

ing. 
Forcye, valiant, ßäl of 

»trength, 
Forfairn, decaved, watted. 
Forfare, forfair, toperith^ to 

be lo»t. 
Forgit, fathioned. 
Forknokit, faUgued wUh 

knockifig» 
Forky-fure, a drong able- 

bodied man. 
Forlane, importunate, 
Forleit, tofor»ake, 
Forloir, (p. 161,) uiterfyloit, 

forhm ; (p. 253,) to become 

utele»»from hnguor, 
Forloppin, vagabond, fitgi^ 

tive. 
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Forrow, timepatt. 

Fors, (p. 160,) to care; of 

fors, ofnecemty. 
Forschoir, (p. 25S,)defected, 
Forsy, tarne €U forcye. 
Forthwart, forward, 
Forthy, therefore, 
Fortys, ttout, 
Forwayit, wandered. 
Forworthin, execrable, un- 

toorthy. 
Toryettf forget, forgotten, 
¥ow tfiiil, aito drtmken. 
Fowth, alfundance, at "large, 
Fowyr, yb«r. 

Frak, pa»i over, move twifÜy, 
Frakkar, more active, vigoT' 

out» 
Frane, franit, to inquire. 
Fra thyne, hencefortK 
FrawfuU, froward, untoward, 
Yraytfear, terror, fright. 
Fray, didurhance. 
Freik, a pehUamt, forwardfeU 

low, 
Frely, (p. 198,) eniirefy, com' 

pletely, 
Vremmyt^ foreign^ itrange, 
Frith, same as firth. 
Fro, from, 

Frog, a Upper coat, froch, 
Frustir, vain, UTiavailing, 
Frustir, to render utelets, de- 

itroy. 
Fudder. See N. 260. 
Fuill, fülle, afiol. 
FuiUes, FooU, See N. 310. 
YxMM, fljed f%Al 
Tvlyeit, failed. 
Für, usme at fahr, went. 
Füre, afwrrow. 



Füre, (p. eQi)fared, 
Füre, i^^forky. 
Furtheyit, to powr out, 
Furthy , fonvard, conrageout ; 

altOy ready oftpeeck, 
Futher, tajiie at nidder. 
Fyiftene, fiftcenth. 
Fyle, fyld. to deße. 
Fyne, the end, 
Fynance. See N. 432. 
Fynkle, fenneL 
Fyre-flaucht, lightning, wild' 

fire. 



G. 

Ga, gais, to go^ goet, 
Gadderit, gathmd, 
Gaist, (p. 159,) ajett. 
Galt, umifj manner, 
Gait, gaittis, public ttreet, 

ttreett. 
Gait, way, road, 
Gait, manner qf Walking, 
Gammaldis, gamboU,- capert. 
Gamountis, capert, gambolt, 
Ganand, ßt, proper, 
Gan, (v. ii. p. 43) ? 
Gane, face, counienance f 
Gane, ganyt, to terve, tuffice, 
Gane wUl, gone astray, 
Gang, to go, to walk; alto 

gait, 
Gangarel, a ttroüer f 
Ganyie, gainyeis, a dort, 

arrowt. 
Gar, ger, gart, garris, toorder, 

caute, cautet, 
Gardyvians, a cabinet, cup» 

board. 
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Garetoun, a c om pam y ^ boify 

oftroopi. 
Ganoun» ierumi, 
Gtttaoe, agaHer, 
Oarth, an mcloiwrt^ garden» 
Gaud^ore» (p. 243,) a(^ 

ding io $ome word* in tke 

hnoeation io tke Virgin^ 

Gaude Maria I 
GawC a iamd, vioieni kmgh, 
Gawsy, alawsy, (▼. iL p. 29) ? 
Gay, (t. ii. p. 35,) ind^er- 

entfy good. 
Gdr, gpodtf ^ecU, mbsUmce, 

money, 
Geit, (y. ii. p« 11,) mtme at 

Geit, (p. 68,) a ander. 
Geklds, ägn» afderition* 

Genner, io engender. 
Gentrice, konaurabk birth. 
Gersomes, sums paid at ihe 

enhy of a leate, 
Gett, feyndis, (▼• ii. p. 74,) 

cJäld ofihe deviU 
Gib, nameeiven io a male cot. 
Gild, (v. u. p. 74,) ckanouT, 

noise. 
GiUot, giUotis. See N. 327 

and 459. 
Gimall-iyver, robber of a 

granoTym 
Glaiking, ffMy^ wantonness, 

caprice. 
GlaiKis, to give the, ioputa 

trick or cheat on a perion, 
Glaikit, wanion, foolish, ca- 

pricioui. 
Glamir, (p. 101,) deception 

gight. 



Glar, mud, 

Glaschand game, err. for 

gaine, (p. 144) ? 
Glaschew-heidit, (p. 143) ? 
Gle-men, mhutrelt. 
Gled, ^eddis, ihe kOe. 
Gledans, persans like kiies. 
Glen, g^ennis, a vaüeif. 
Glete, gUUer. 
Glowir, ^or, io siare, 
Glude, (v. ii. p. 78,) süp^ 

Gluder, io cajde. 

Gnap, gnapparis, io catch 

hMof, Catchers. 
Gnip, gD}^, tocropf tognawy 

ionip. 
Gt)]k, gowk, ihe cuckooj a 

fooUäi person, 
Gome, a man. 
Gorge-millaris, (p^ 143) ? 
Gove, goif, govit, to gaxe 

lüith eagemess. 
Gousty, iempestwms. 
Gowk, see ffolk. 
Gowkit, guKkit, fooUsh, 
Gowles, mld marygolds. 
Gowlis, güleSy a heraidic 

ierm, 
Gowsty, desolate, dretuy, 
Graffin, buried. 
Graine, grayne, ihe branch 

of a iree, also, ihe stem of 

a plant, 
Graith, subsiance, all Mnds 

of Instruments. 
Graith, grathit, to dress up, 

prepare, aarrayed, 
Graitnly, readily. 
Grandschyre, grandsireyfore» 

father. 
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Grane, granis, to groan, 

grooTu. 
Grathing, making ready, 

preparing, 
Grayth, see graith. 
Greis, degrees ata ühiverniy, 
Grene, to long, ufishjbr. 
Grie, wan the, gained the 

prize. 
Grip, see gryp. 
Grippb, emäraoe. 
Gronkaris, Mharpert. 
Gnife, on growfe, tväh the 

faceßat to the grtnmd, 
Grume, a man-servant. 
Grund, ground, 
Grundyn, tharpened, 
Gnintill, the »nout, 
Gninyie, a grünt, med in a 

Itidicrous tente for the 

mouth, 
Gryce, pig, pig$. 
Gryp, to latf hold of, to setze. 
Gucuune, grandmother, 
Gudschir, grandfaiher, 
Guerdoun, reivard, 
Gukkit, tatne as gowkit. 
Gule-snowt, yeUow-snout, 
Gulsoch, thejaundice, theyel- 

low ticknett: alto voraciout 

appetite, 
Gy, to guide. 

Gy, Sir Guy, o/Eomance. 
Gydis. See N. '343; bui 

might have been applied to 

drett or attire, 
Gyiss, gys, a matk, ditguite ; 

alto, gtUte, fathion. 
Gyn, engineß)r war, orgreat 

gun, 
Gyng. gang. 



Gymd, grinned. 
Gyrss, girsis, gratt, grattet. 
Gysaris. See N. 256, and 
256. 

H. 

Habitakle, habUation^ dweU- 

ing-place» 
Hable, able. 
Ha^er, heather» 
Haggeis« a weU-known Scot- 

ith dith. 
Haggerbaldis, coarte feedert, 
Harn, entire, whole. 
Haire, hoary, with aget 
Halflinges, half. 
Halk, the hawk. 
Hals, the throat, neck. 
Hals, halsit, haising, to hail, 

hailed, tabded. 
Halok-lass, g^y, craxygirL 
Haltane, haughty. 
Hand, (n, forthwith, iwme^ 

diately ; alto, out ofhand. 
Hand, tak on, to engage, tm- 

dertake. 
Hankersaidillis, anchoritet, 
Hansell, gifl. 
Hanyt, not exhautted hy la- 

bour. 
Hap, to Cover up. 
Hap, Chance, 
Hapshaklit, applied toa horte 

orcow, with the headfatten' 

ed to the forefoot, to keep 

from ttraying. 
äard, heard. 
Hardely, boldly, with confi" 

dence. 
Hardly, tcarcely. 



478 



6IX>S8ARY. 



Harte, hartis, hariit* todrag, 

irmi. 
HartoC» hariotdt, am oppro- 

iriout iermfijmierfyappUed 

to a woirihieMt per$om ofd' 

tkenex. 
Härmet, it^ermgi. 
Harais, branu. 
Harth, prob, hank, ^^arp, 

harth* 
Haschbaldis, gitäioiu. 
Halbe, (p. 69, ) amddenpain, 
HaTing, hekaoUmr. 
Haw, (v. ii. p. 71,) hoUow. 
Hawkit, äreakeä. 
Hawtane, hoHghiyt proud, 

H4, high. 

Hecht, hiebt, named, 
Hecht, iwore, promued» 
Hechtis, offert, pramuet, 
Heft, a handle, hilt ofa wea^ 

pon. 
Hegeis, hedgts. 
H^dit, beut, covered over, 

concealed. 
Hem^heaUh. 
HeiU, the heel. 
Heillie, haugkty, proud. 
Heird, hear ii. 
Heir doun, (p. 142,) here 

behuf, in iku Unoer warld, 
Heis, io exaU, gentbf raite up. 
Hellt, tarne a« neildlt. 
HeUand^scbeckaris, ra^a- 

fnunwu. 
Hende, Mome at heynd. 
Herbere, a garden, 
Herbeiye, berbreit, berbiyt, 

io iodge, io harbour, give 

recepOon io. 



Herreit, harett, piundered, 

robbed. 
Hewand, heufing, toorking. 
Hewd, ofhut, complejrion, 
Heynd, a skii/ul perton, aito 

ejmeri, ejrercued, 
Hidaowus, hideoiu, ierribie. 
Hiebt, grit, greaipride. 
Hiddill, in teeret, 
Hiddy-giddy, hOher and thi- 

ther, up and doum. 
Hie, upnie, toraise, ioexeUi. 
Hie-gait, highwatf, 
Hiear, lugiur. 
Hint, bynt, hynting, io catch, 

layhMof, 
Hirklis, /jro6. birchillis, Mt- 

vert, 
Hirplis, birpland, haUt, halt" 

ins. 
HobbiD-dowtar, a cobbler, a 

chimty mender ofthoet. 
Hobillscbowe, confusednoite, 

greaiuproar. 
Hoist, a cough. 
Holene-tree, bolyn, holfy. 
Holtis, woodt, high groundt. 
Holkit, hoUowed. 
Hommelty-jommelty, dum~ 

9ff and confuted. 
Hone, delay, Hop. 
Hony-came, honey-comb, 
Hony gukkis, (v. \\. p. 29)? 
Hony-soppis, iopt made wiih 

honey. 
Hoppir-hippis, lank, thrunk 

about the hipt. 
Hostand, coughing. 
Hostillar, an inn&eper. 
Hostillry, an inn. 
I Houp, hope. 
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Houris, morning oritont, 
Hous, (p. 150,) AofMtRg, or 

Moddiechih, 
Hovit, tarried, 
Howlat, the owL 
Howphyn, darling, 
Huche, a deep ragged vaüey, 

ormaUgleru 
Huckstaris, huckiter-womeru 
Huddit-craw, (he Carrion" 

crow. 
Huddroun, tlovenfy, dUoT' 

derfy, 
Hud'pykis, misers, 
Hummellis, drones. 
Hungert, kungiy, 
Hunny, hxmey* 
Hunyit, fweei^ honeyed. 
Hurcheoun, the hedge-hog. 
Hürde, a hoard, 
Hurdaris, hoardert. 
Hurklis, crouched together, 

contraded. 
Hurkland-banis, bone* in a 

ricketty ttaie. 
Hurl^-bawsy, (v. ii. p. 29) ? 
Husbandis, Jmtbandmen, 
Hutit, hooUd, derided, 
Hyd, skin. 
Hye, hatte. 
Hye, high, 

Hyne, hvn, yrom hence. 
Hyne fair, to go hence, 
Hynt, hynting, iee hint. 
Hyre, hire, waget. 



J. 

Jack, ihort coat^of-mail, 
Jagit, prickedt sbruck. 



Jaipit, 9comed, derided, 
JaDglaris, jangelours, wrang- 

lers, ialkaHve, diipiäaiious 

persons, 
Jangle, the cry ofthejay, 
Ichane, (voL ii. p. 29 ) ? 
Jevellis, perhapt drtmkardt f 

iee jow-jowrdaiie. 
Jevellouris, jailors» 
Ilk, each, 
Ilk, the same, 
Dkane, evety one, 
lUustare, iUuäriout. 
Impesche, tohinder, 
Iinpyre, govemment, 
Ind, in it, inio it. 
Indeficient, not deficient, at- 

sured» 
Indoce, indost, indorted, 
Infek, perhapt from feck, ar 

feik, v^gour, done infek, 

deprived ofttrengih f 
Infratour, Qp. 134), in the 

guite of a monkf 
Ingle, iheßre, 
Inglis, EngUth. 
Ingyne, gemut^ wit^ iniel- 

lect, ability. 
Ingynouris, ingeniout per-. 

totUf men ofability. 
Inlaik, deficiency^ 
Innis, dwelling, lodging, 
Innoportoun, untimely, 
Inthrang, to thrud, intrude, 
John Thomsonis Man. See 

N. 297, 
John the Reif. See N. 833. 
Joisis, josit, to enjoy, 
Jok the Fule. See N. 321. 
Jow, jowis, a Jew, Jewt, 
Jow, juggkr. 



48e 



OLOSSARY. 



Jow-jownlane yhedit jevel* 
Us, lUeralh feUoufg re$en^ 
hiiHg ooerflomng ckmHber^ 

Jowrdane, a ckanAer^poi» 
Irke, to tirt. 

Irnis. See N. 243. 
bebe, to iitutt to go oitt, 
Ische, tohurttfoM. 
Jaffeler, ihuffler, 
Jupert, jeopartfy. 
Jure, iuriaprudenoe, law, 
Jjmpis, qmrkt. 



K. 

Kahttte, cMn ofa tkip» 
Kafll, broth, made ofgreens; 

aiio, cabbage, colewort. 
Kan, a can or disk Jbr Hold' 

ing Uquor, 
Keik, to peep, to look with 

a prytng eye, 
Kefld, (v. ii. p. 82,) or keül, 

nutrked with ruddle f 
Kell, cawl, or hinder pari of 

a vjomaii» cap. 
Kemd, combed. 
Ken, kennis, kend, to Umow, 
Kenrik, same as kynrick. 
Kensies, firowardfeüowt f 
Kepar, one toho catchet at a 

thing. 
Keppis, catchet, interceptt, 
Kerse, crettet. 
Kervit. See N. 242. 
Ketche, tee caiche. 
Ketche-pillaris, tharpert at 

the game of Caiche. 



Kethat, a cattoek, rcbe, 
KevilBs, torryfellowt, 
Kewis, good maftnen, good 

rilitiet, 
kün. 
Kirkmenifl, cAicrc&mefi. 
Kigt, a died. 
Kittie, a lewd woman. 
Kittock, a iittle kittie. 
Knackettis. See N. 402. 
Knaip, knave, tervatd. 
Knak, mot^ orjewt. 
Knapparis, knavet, or tteal- 

ertf 
Knaw, knawis, to know. 
Knitchell, a tmall bündle. 
Knoppis, budt, 
Knowll-tais, toet twelled at 

thejointt. 
Knyp, knip, to grip, to catch 

at. See N. 327. 
Kc^enis, (p. 146,) toTne at 

cowkenseis ? idie beggart, 

or froward feUotüt f 
Krisp^n^ linen, cobweb lawn. 
Kyn, kynd, MrMred. 
Kynd, kyndness, kind, par- 

ticular natwe. 
Kynrick, kingdom. 
Kyth, kythit, tothow, thoum, 

appeared. 



h. 

Laidis, laddis, ladt, boi/t, 
Laif, the rett, • 
Laip, to lap. 
Lair, leaming. 
Lait, lel. 
I Laith, loath, reluctant. 
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Laiih and wralth, disguä 

andangerf 
Laithly, Uxäkiomefy, 
Laitis, mannerst bebamour. 
hak, lakkis, wants, ü d^ 

cient qf. 
Landit, pouetsed afiand. 
Landwart, tmoard, of^orhc" 

longing to tke cotairy» 
Langit, Sekmged. 
Langsam, longtome, tedkmt. 
Lang syne, long ago, 
Lanis, conceah, 
Lap, leaped» 
Larbar, larbaris, wom-oid, 

mpc4ent persans; also tot' 

pidy ghasiiy, duggisK 
Largess. SeeN. ^L 
Laigness, bounfy, liberalify. 
Lasar, leisure. 
Lat, same as let. 
Lathand, hathsome, detest- 

able. 
Lathit, lathljit, detesUd, 

loathed, 
Laverock, ihe kork. 
Law, hw. 
Lawd, (p. 14d,) persans af 

law rmk, 
Lawis, hrings law, 
Lawiy, lawryr, laureL 
Lawt4, loyaUy, 
Le, quiety peace. 
Leche, a physicians 
Lechecran, surgiad skiU. 
Leich, the Fraich. See 

N. 287. 
Leid, leaming, knondedge, 
Leid, lied, 

LeOl, tnie, laufid, faith/td, 
Leinds, leans, ineänes io. 

VOL. II. 



Leir, leyr, leiris, leirit, to 

kam, teams, leamedf 

iaughi» 
Leis, lies. 

Leische, seourgt, hsk. 
Leiss me, an expremou of 

desire, 
Leit, to letoH, pntend. 
Leit, topenmty aOaw* 
Lerne» lemand, io glemn^ 

shining, 
Lemmane, a sweetAeari, or 

loüer, applied to eitker sex. 
Lemys, sunbeannsy skines. 
Len, to lend. 
Lendis, tke loins* 
Lentron, tke season of Lent, 
Leonyne, lion^Hke, eourage- 

ous, 
Lerd, leirit, taugkt, leansed* 
Leripes, soTne as largness. 
Lesingis, kes, fidsekoods, 

Lessoun, (p. 208,) kssening. 

Let, kinderanee. 

Leuch, lewche, luche^ to 

laugk, 
Leyer» levir, rotier, 
Leveray, reward. 
Levis, lives. 
Ley, to lie, 
Leyr, see leir. 
Libberla, (v. ü. n. 20) ? c 

karge stick, or oaton, imt 

tke ward itselfis daubtßd. 
Lichtit, aligkted. 
Lichüeit, sUgkted, underva» 

lued. 
Lifly, liveh. 
Lift, tkemnameiä. 
Lig, liggit, to lye, to dweü, 
2h 
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Ltinmar, am opptobrumt epi* 

ikei appUea to eUker tex, 

oiknave^ seomubrlf jade, 
lind, «ff lynd. 
LippeDed, lippinit, truäed, 

cot^dedm 
Lipper*men, iepen, 
Lisk, ihe flank et grom. 
Lbt, to toiil, to p&ue, 
Lob-ayoir, a IMerltf aver 

or horte f 
Loiffit, /iroMfdL 
Loik'heaited, compasnonate, 

tendeT'hearted. 
Loflunan, pubUc execiüumer. 
LoUard, one who adhered to 

tke dodrinei of Wjjfcliffe, a 

heretic. See N. 44d. 
Lollerdy, heret^, 
Loppin, leapt. 
Losingeris, lymg flatteren. 
Losin sarids, (vol. ii. p. 24)? 
Loun, lown, lownis, a worth' 

lesifellow. 
Louniy, tdüany, 
L0U88, lowis, to releate. 
Lout, wme at lowt. 
Lovery, reward, bounty, 
Loving, loy3n]gi8, praise, 

praites, 
Low, aflame. 
Lowrit, iooked craflily. 
Lowiy, afox, hence a crafty 

feUow. 
Lowsit, let loote,ducharged, 
Lowt, loutit, to stoop. 
Lucerne, a lamp. 
Luche, iee leuch. 
Lude, loved, 
Lufray, bouräy, 
I^uikit, Iooked, 



Lumbart, (p. 74,) a money- 

dealerf 
Lunyie, the loint. 
Lurdane, lurdoun, hai^, lasu^ 

per9on. 
Lure, to come to, a term of 

faiDonrv. 
Luschbald, a lazpfeüow. 
Lustiness, beauty, per/ec- 

tion, 
Lusty, pleatant, delightfvL 
Lute, lety permitted, 
Lut-schulderis, gtooptug- 

shoulden. 
Luttaurd-bak, bowed-back, 
Lyart, grey, 
Lyflett, pension, means of 

mbiistence, 
Lykand, grateful, pieating^ 

acceptable. 
Lymmer, see limmar. 
Lymmerful, siurdy. 
Lynd, linden, Ume-tree, 
Lynd, the Une, equator. 
Lyne, to Ue, 
Lynnage, linege, lineage^ 

deicent. 
Lyntall, the Uniel. 
Lyre, the tkin, 
Lyte, a little. 
Lythis, ligten. 



M. 

Mack, 9ee mak. 
Macul, blemish, defict, 
Magiyme, megrim, a duorder 

in the head. 
Mahoun, Mahommed; ako 

theDevU, 
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Maik, a nuUe, companion^ 
Maikless, matchiett. 
Mailis, dutiety rentt, 
Mailyeis, coai of mad^ neU 

work, 
Maister, one who hat taken 

hü degree of A* M. at a 

Univertitv, 
Mak, madK» make, fiuhion 

habiit. 
Mak» makking, to nuike, to 

compote versei, 
Makaris, makersy poett. 
Makdoin, elegance qfshape. 
Mak&dvane. See N. 264. 
MakowJe, Fyn. See N.411. 
Mal-eis, tr<nd>le, uneasitieti, 
Maling, malign, 
Malisone, a tnaledidiont a 

curte. 
Malvesy, Midnuey wine. 
Man, mon, must. 
Mandragis, mandrakes. 
Mangit, (p. 65,) manged, 

tcabbed, 
Mannace, ikreatening. 
Markis, sign to a toarrant, 
Marrit» confaunded, marred. 
Marrow, mate, ptartner, 
Matutyne, moming. 
Maugre, discounienance, in 

dehnte of, 
Mavis, the tknuK 
May, a young woman, 
Mayne-breid. See N. 386« 
Meid. See N. 364. 
Meid, medis, meadows. 
Meit*re varis, pUferers ofmeat. 
Mekle, mekill, much, great. 
Meli, mellis» mellit, to med* 

die, to nUngle, 



Meli, (p. 63,) to loa, endure. 
Mell-heidit, a head lUce a 

mattet, beetle-headed. 
Mellie, coniest, battle, 
Mendls, amendt, tatiifadion» 
Mene, to pity ; alto to com» 

pUun. 
Menis, meansy subttance, 
Menkit, nuäched, 
Mensk, (p. 74,) mannen f 
Menstrallis, mindrelt, nam^ 

ciant, 
Mensworne, perjured. 
Menyie, a multitude, a com- 

panv, forces. 
Menyie, (p. 107,) hurt, nudm, 
Menys, pitiet, 
MerK, merkit, to pass over, 

draw near. 
Merle, the blackbird, 
Merse, a nuut, 
Mess, the service ofthe Matt, 
Messan, a lap-dc^ ; messan- 

tyk, a cur, a houte-dog. 
Methis, (p. 22,) to eome 

within our boundt, 
Mett, met, meature, 
Meyne, tarne at mene. 
Michane, the maw f 
Midding, a dunghiU, 
Middis, the midtt, middle. 
Militant, (p. 251)? 
Mir, myrrh. 
Miss, (p. 2ZZ,)fauUt. 
Mist, missed, 
Mister, need, necettity. 
Misteiiul, needy, 
Misters, needt, requiret, 
Molet, the bit ofa bridle. 
Mon, mone, mutt» 
Monsouris, Jkiontieurt. 
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MoolFaloQoa See N. 439 

■iid433. 
Moreb, ihn wnmce^dmice. 

SeeN.9ea 
Mofgeounis» jnwiUiiif, mur- 

• 

Monte, (p. 252) ? 
Morne, to^ io-wtontw. 
Morrow» ike wtommg* 
Moet, almoä^ 
Mot, mtuß. 
Moune, ike Moon* 
Blow, momiBf icä, jeäs, 
Mowaiu, MocKfrc 
MowU», cAt/Mmu; 
Moy, mUd, genUe^ 
Muddir, maiher, 
MiiirUu)di8.maiu See N. 290« 
Muk the Stahle» io deatue 

thetUMe. 
Muldis, haly, (▼. ü. p. SO), 

kofyreUquesf 
Mustarde-stane, themortm^ 

Hone. 
Mute, (y. iL p. es,) fmbUe 

meeting, 
Mutis, (y. iL p. 79,) tpeaki, 
Myans, meaiu, 
Myd, midtUe, 
10rd]]8, (d. la,) wMt. 
Mymmendn, 41 eomUmphKmt 

term, expresdve ofämmu^ 

twe tiafure. 
Mynd, itäetUhn, 
Mjrn^. minglet. 
Mynny, moiStr, 
MyntxDg, attempL 
Ifynyon, mmion. 
MywXi, mu$eff. 
"NfysBfJmiuft in dufy. 
li^teria, wanti, necemÜes» 



Myttane, a hawk. 



N. 

N^thMM,generaUyuiedJor 

nar, neitherj or none, 
Nackettis, marken at tmmU, 
Naiuf , noHoe, upom the occa- 

ston» 
Napry, UAleelMUnefu 
Nar, night nemr. 
Neir, newr. 
Neia, nois, ikenote. 
Ifeyjnef to name, caU npan. 
New-Fund-Oe, AmeritM. See 

N. 851. 
Nichel, natking. 
Nill,(p.207,)<fo»o/««f*. 
Nocht, not, noughif nothing, 
Nolt, oxen. 

Not, ne tüot, know not, 
Nottit, renownodf eelebrated. 
Noy, care, 
Noyis, to oftnoy. 
Nuke, nuik, eomer, werk, 
Nune, noon, 
Nurtir, behmmoyr, goodh^etU 

ing, 
Nyce, simple, silfy» 
Nycht, night, 
I^chtbonris, neighboure, 
Nyghttit, benigh&iL 



O. 

Obseryance» dufy, reipecU, 
Ockeraris, uturere. 
Of ipring, (p. 299,) err.for 
ompring. 
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Oft syisB, oflUmei. 

Okir, tffury. 

Or, befare, that, 

Orient, the Eaäem. 

Orisoun, aprwfer. 

OroaXe, adomed» 

Our, over, 

OuTcome» (v. iL p. 22,) r^ 

vived, 
Ourdrai( tpeni^ dmve owi*. 
Our setds, (p. 227») pauet 

over, 
Ountred, cfoutdtner. 
Ourthort, acrots, wer, 
Owk, owklie, toeek, weekly. 
Owre, Donald. See N. 315. 
Owreskalit, d^fftuedy over^ 

apread. 
Owttour, outf over. 
Oztar, the arm-pU* 
0308, grandions. 

P. 

Paddock rude> §pawnoffirög9. 
Padyane, padyheanes, /xi- 

geani, pagetmii, 
Pailds^ ttrokeiy beating* 
Vm^palL 

Pais, pasche, Eaäer^ 
Paitlattis, patelet, a tt^ofmm'« 

n^, See N. 401. 
Pak, pakis, a pack, hence a 

padanan, 
Pfdestral, a place ofexercUe, 
Pamphelet, a pkanp tfcung 

womanf 
Pansches, Mpe, 
Panse, pansing, to comider, 

tomeaitate, medÜating^ 
Pantouo, a dipper. 



Papingo, iheparrot. 
Pappis, jDopf. 

Parage, detcetä, partidagjt, 
Paramour, iweeiheart, Mtvr. 
Partrik, pertrikis, the par» 

iridge, partridges* 
Passioun, et^Mngm 
Pastance, ptutime» 
Patterifl, nmtterä» 
Pavyse, paviss, defemxt a 

law JUeld,. behtnd tMdk 

arehen were ttatUmed, 
Payit, rewarded, 
Peax, peace» 
Pechifl, thick bteaUdng. 
Pedder, apedlar, 
Pefld, dript bare, pUiaged. 
Peipand, squeaking. 
Pen, nume^, 
PeOat, the head 
Pelour, athief, 
Pendit, affixed* 
FemM,fiatheri. 
Per&y, bv m^faÜh. 
Pefftumeis» toperfbrm. 
Permansible, conUwukig, 
Peronal, a giri^ a ycung wo' 

maiu 
Perqueir, ^Me%, trufy. 
Penew, (p. 281,) to attend. 
Phane, aßme, Ufiathercock, 
Phaiy, (p.81),^wy. 
Pietie, companion, demency^ 
Pik, pitch, 
Fin, pointi pintiaßle. 
Ptogfll» to drive, to viewUk 
Piscence, pusceüce, power* 
Pistill, discourte, tpeeeh, 
Plait, (p. 196), coatofmailf 
Plane, ple^ne, plbnis, mme 

as plenyie. 
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Planeift, repUnukeä, fitr^ 

nitked, 
V\MX,feUßai. 
Pbyit oop outy dtmk cnd the 

cup, 
Pled,(p. 115)? 
Vleidfpleaf 
Fi&Bf to pieate. 
PleDyie, to complain^ lO' 

Fiesere, deUf^, pleatwe» 
Ply, pUght, ctmdUum, 
Polk, polkis, a hag^ hagi, 
Potingaris, apoth^iEriet» 
Potingary, huiineu ofan apO' 

ikecary, 
Pot, pottis, a cauldron. 
Powderit, betprinJäed, 
Powsoddy, broih made of a 

ikeep^theadf atoddenpow 

CT head, 
Practick, «Jtttf . See N. 388. 
Praktikis, praciiquet, tricks, 
Preif, preving, ioprove, try. 
Preiss» a crawdf a muUitude ; 

«eepres. 
Prene,pin, utedfora thingof 

no value. 
Prent, impresshn ofa die^ 
Pres, preiss, heat ofbattle, 
Press, preiss, endeawmr. 
Prestyt, ordained, 
Prevene, prerenis, to pre- 

vent, 
ProdissioD, treason. 
Propyne, an offering, a giß. 
Prunya, prunyeit, to dsck, 

trimmed. 
Pryiss, prise, prysit, value^ to 

eiteem, 
Pudding-fillaris, gluttons. 



Puddingis, ättjfed intedinei. 

Pulder, powder. 

Pule, a pool, 

PuUit heo, a ducken. 

Purchess rewaird, to ob^ 

tain prefermewt. 
PurfiUit, furhelowed. 
Purspyk, pick-pocket. 
Purteth, poverty» 
Pychans, pitckert far kokU 

ing Uquor, 
Pykis, prickies. 
I^k-thankis, ßaitereri, para^ 

iites, officiout taleJteixrers. 
Pyne, iorrow,pain. 
Pyot, the magpie, 
Pypand het, piping hat. 



Q. 

Quair, qturet sheeti of paper 

ttitched together at a 

book. 
Quene, (▼. ii. p. 71,) a rc" 

proachful ierm applied to 

unnnen, a quean. 
Quliailis, whales, 
Quhaillis bone, ivofy of 

whale*i tuski. 
Quhare, our aJl, everywhere, 
Quheill, a wheeL 
Quhelp, a whelp. 
Quheo, when. 

Quhene,^^rz£;, tmaU nwmber. 
QuhettaDe, Glen, the CUm- 

Chattan. See N. 308. 
Quhilk, quhilkis, vMch, who, 

what. 
Quhill, quhfle, whiie, until; 

ay quhile, at long at. 
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Quhinge» whining, 
Quhip, a wMp. 
Quhowe, how, 
Quhryne, to wkine^ to cry 

out, 
Quhylis, ai UmeSf tametimes. 
Quhyte, white! wirdis quhyte, 

hypocritical wordt, 
Quintessence. See N. 244. 
Quod, quothy taid, 
Quyte, freefrom ; mak quyt, 

to get riä of. 
Quytclame, to renounce, dii' 

owtif diseUdm, 



R. 

BAd^judged, condemnetL 
Rad, raia, red, qfraid. 
Raddour, rigouTf teverity» 
Ragment, a rhaptody, du- 

courte ! also, an accuta- 

tion, 
Raid, radis, invaiion, encoun^ 

ter. 
Raif, raiffis, to raoe. 
Raik, ranki af condition, 

eäaiei, 
Raird, reird, rerd, reionmded, 

made agjreat noUe, 
Rak, care, matter. 
Rak, rüde thof^ Mow, 
Rak, a great number» 
Rakand, circulating, patsing, 
Rakit, (p. 73,) regarded, 
Rakit harne, (p. 60,) paaed, 

or went home. 
Rakket, ihe game at tennit. 
Rahreis, jeits, 
Rafyest, jeited. 



Ramed, ramand, to cry out, 

to mähe a loud noue, 
Ramowd, raw-mowit, having 

a raw^mouth, or beardleu t 
Ramyis, obtahu by Yeiterated 

importunity or crying, 
Rangat, tunmÜ, duorder. 
Raii}^ rained. 
Rare, rair, to roar, cry. 
Ratds. See N. 434. 
.Raucht, rawcht, stretched, 

reached. 
Rauchtir. See N. S43. 
Rawis, rowi. 
Raz, raxit, to etretcK 
Rebald, a low worthieu vagO" 

bond, 
Reboytit, repuhed, 
Rebute, repulse^ 
Recryat, to confeu, retract. 
Recure, torecover» 
Red, to unravel, to put in 

Order. 
Red, to obey, terve. 
Red, tee rad. 

Rede, reid, advice, counseL 
Redomyt, bound, eticirded. 
Redour, terror, 
Refugeis. See N. 399. 
Refute, refuge, help, 
R^ratouris, engrouers, fire- 

iallert. 
Reid-wod, rede-wod, m- 

ging mad, furious. 
Reif, robber; ako, robbery, 

pillage, 
Reik, reke, tmohe. 
Reikit, tmohed» 
Reird, see raird. 
Reistit, dried by the heat of 
the tun, or in a chimney. 
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ReiTe, (p. 151,) io Uar ami 

eai. 
RenMiiL wiwflfy. 
Remoid» ftwtone» 
Rcnyeii» remst ärimfgL 
Repair, out oC (▼• ü. p. 71») 

Repet, ^. 68») moiir, 
Roownyt, fVfoiMMM. 
Resset, m dwetUng» abode. 
Retborif, entorst rheiori* 

dam, 
Rctroititf f t iC N mßdf ftoctttdt 
ReTen, tke nuen, 
ReTest, reyeist, ckdketL 
Revin, tomt reiu* 
Reiis, /ran^ ptäl to pieca. 
Rew, Me kerS rue, 
Rew, topify, 
Rewth, pifyf compattkm, 

RiaU, jaM^of lyatt. 

Riches, enriches. 

Rieht swa, jni^ so, in üke 

tnonner, 
I^iobelck 

le, the badk'bone. 

, jAoe# made oftmärea- 

edhdet, 
Ring, rincii, rnjgii, rn^git«. 
Rupia, Me coorjtf grau thai 

grcwt in manhy ground. 
Roch, rochis, rock, rocks, 
Rockis, rokkis, diät^. 
Rokkat, a «u^ji/ftcf . 
Rolpand, crying with a hoarte 

voice. 
Ronk, rank, thick, 
Rosier, a roae^-lmik, 
RouD, to round, whi^er, 
Roundar, a wkitperer. 




Roundit-head. See N. 301. 

Roust, (p. 67) f 

Rout, rowt, rowte, onmiMy, 

compoi^» 
Rowia, (▼. ii. p. 66,) rotfr, 

writingt, 
Rowme, rowmis, place, 

Janm» 
Rowiiaria, whisperen, 
Rowne and ruae, (p. 206) ? 
Rownit, whitpered, 
Rowp, to ipeak hoarmUf, to 

croak, 
Roy, a lang, tke Xtng, 
Rovis, raves, 
Rubiatouris, Ubertinet. 
Ruch, rougk. 
Rüde, tke Qrott. 
Ruffie, ruffUm. 
Ruffil, hst, injwy. 
Rüg, rüge, ruggis, rugging, to 

puä rongkfy, puUing. 
Ruse, roar, (p. 243.) 
RuKe, rukis, tke rock. 
Rumpillia, wrinkied or diaor» 

derlyfoldt ofa garmenL 
Rumple, tke rwnp, tke taiL 
RuD^^, koreee if bwrden, 
Ruse, rusing, hoatt, boading* 
Ry, a Und of drang gross, 

tye-groa. 
Ryce, rise, rys, bruskwood, 
Ryel, lyale, nq^. 
Ryfe, lyfey topierce^ to rive, 

tear in pieces. 
Rype, to searck. 



S. 



Sacrand, or sacryng bell, tke 
kofy heü. 



GLOSSARY. 



489 



Saikless, sakless, blameleu, 

fuiltless, 
Sailyeit, auailed, 
Saip, jooip. 
Sair, sore ; on sair, wiikoui 

Sairis, savowi. 

Sah, (p. lOd,) the 9eat oj 

judgeg. 
Saitt celestial, the keavenfy 

Sals, «otfce. 

Salt, auauU. 

Saluand, sahding» 

Saluse, salust, sahäed, weU 

ccfintdm 
Sanct GeOl, Saint Jeill, St 

Giles, the ttdeiay Moini af 

JEtUnburgh, 
Sane, sanis, sainyt, sainvine, 

blestf hiettcMf hUtted, hleU' 

Sane, sayn, to tay* 
Sark, Mrti or ddfl. 
Sary, sarry, 9orry, grieved. 
Saij, sany, jorr^, woHhIeu, 
Savue mess, Maupefformed 

for the soul ofa perton de» 

ceated, 
Sauvand, excepting^ mwe» 
Sav, sawis, emfingt, 
Sawsy, (v. ii. p. 72) ? 
Scafferis, coüectort of proW" 

ihm, 
Scald, kene.rv. ii. p. 77») ? 
Scaldit, Mee skaldit. 
Scale, to dupertey teparate, 
Scanileris,^^«^^« of the 

ihamhles, 
Scant, tcarceltf, 
Scapit, etcaped. 



Scar, Bcarrit, skarit, qfright' 

ed, Hart led, 
Scawpe, the headt «coi^. 
Schalk, a term of derition ap^ 

plied toanold man. 
Schaw, schawis, to thow, 

thowt, 
Schawis, groves» 
Scheir, to ctUf to ihear. 
Schene, eiegant, beaut^, 
Schent, disgraoed^ rmned,put 

toihame* 
Schepe, same a» schupe. 
Scherene, eerene, 
Scheure, to divett, thnffle qffl 
Schewill, dittorted, 
Schilling, grain that ü iheUedf 

orfreedfrom the hutk, 
Schinnis, jAtiw, the fore pari 

ofthe leg* 
Scnir, itV. 
Schire, (p. 228,) prob, mme 

OS schrive, to confe» ; hä 

may also eignify to pwrge, 

to cleanse, 
Scho» i^. 
Scho, ihoe. 
Schog, tojogf thake. 
Schoir, to tkreaten, 
Schom ; (p.l51,) evill schom 

strae, iU»»horn straw 9 
Schomd, (p. 149)? decked 

with trappings f 
Schore, threatening, 
Schort, io grotv ihort, to de- 

crease. 
Schouris, showerM, 
Schow, schowis, to thove, tp 

thruit, presting, 
Schowaris, tknutert^furward 

persont. 
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Schre? in, wfode am/estum. 
Schrew, to CHrie. 
Schrewis, cunedpenons, cnä- 

catis. 
Schrift, oon^uton, 
Schrive, Bchrivit, io eonfett^ 

Schrowd, (p. 70,) apparel ; 

(p. 149,) coveredoverf 
Schuldenurb, to puth atiäe 

wiih the shouUeri. 
Schupe, ^apcdf prepared, 
Schut, Schute, io shooi, 
Schyre down, (p. 62,) Aofig- 

ing€Untm. 
Scrip, a waUet. 
Scrypis-See N. 260, and 400. 
Scule, sciüis, tchooi. 
Scunnir, io htdhe, loaUäng. 
Sege, io talk, io tpeak. 
Sege, (pp. 65, 78,) a man, 

penon. 
Seif, a Steve. 
SeiU, (p. 88,) /e/fctfy, %9». 

nes, 
Seinyd, seny^ teed, prägen^. 
Seh, Strange, 
Seir, several, mafu/. 
Seiss, (p. 252,)cauietoceaief 
Sek, ^v. ii. p. 22,) a sack 9 
Sekerly, truU/. 
Sekernes, tecurity. 
Seil, seif. 
Selleir, a cellar. 
Sely, poor, wretched. 
Sen, since. 
Sene, (p. 23,) say. 
Senyour, lord. 
Serss, to search. 
Servis, deserves. 



SerritouxiBf servants, attend^ 

anis. 
Set, suits, hecome. 
Settis by, vaimest esteems, 
Sew, io Site. 
Sey, ihe sea. 
Seyit, assayed. 
Seyndill, seldom. 
Seyne, (p. 27,) beheld. 
Sib, ofkin, related. 
Sicker, secure, siedfiui, 
Sickernesfl, stedfiutness. 
Signakle, a token, sign. 
Sile, syle, io betrm/, circuni' 

vent. 
Single, a handftd ofgleaned 

com. 
Sirculit, encircled. 
Skaffis, extorts. 
Skail, skaild, to scatter. 
Skailit, spilt, dissolved. 
Skait-bird, the Arctic-guU: 
Skaith, damage. 
Skaldit, dispersed, discon* 

nected. 
Skamelar, (v. ii. p. 66,) a 
frequeräer of the shamÜes, 
Skant, scarcely. 
Skarrit, see scar. 
Skeiche, (p.74,)#A^,<fnforot<#. 
Skeilis, tvhs usedforvHuhing. 
Skellat, a imeUl bell, an iron 

rattleused by common criers. 
Sker, (j^.7^,)frightened. 
Skerche, (p. 177,) sparing, 

niggardly. 
Skill, (p. 53,) knowledge. 
Skillis, coarse wicker baskets. 
Skippar, askipper, themaster 

ofa ship. 
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Skirle, to tcream with a shriü 

tfoice, 
Skolderit, tcorched. 
Skomer» to vomi, 
Skowry, wasted, hoüing a 

dried withered appear^ 

ance. 
Skrippit, mockedj derided. 
Skrowis, scrolh, wriiings. 
Skrumpillit, thriveUed. 
Skrumple, wrinkle. 
Skryke, skryking, a acreech. 
Skrymming, clamouring. 
Skynk, iopour otäliqttor. 
Skyre, a tchirrus, 
Sie, sUe, artftU, 
Slokin, slokyn, sloknyt, to 

guench, to assuage the heat 

ofpcution. 
Slummer, dumber, 
Slute-daw, a lasa/ thvenly 

drab, 
Smaik, a pUiful knave, 
Smaik smolet, a amall puni/ 

feltow. 
Smedye, a tmth*i work' 

thop, 
Smirkis, tmilet, 
Smorit, smord, tmothered, 
Smowk, smuke, tmoke. 
Smowking, tmoking» 
Smy, afamningfeUow» 
Snell, Sharp, piercing. 
Sofft, soften, 
Soldan, the Sultan, 
Solistaris, soUcitors, agents in 

a court qflaw. 
Sonce, (p. 88,) prosperitt/, 
Sone, soon, 
'Sonkaris, Unterers, Hangers- 

on, driveUers. 



Sonyie, sonyeit, see sunyie. 
Sornand, Uving at another*s 

cott, 
Sossery, sorcery, 
Souch, a whistUng sontnd. 
Soudoun-land, ktnd of the 

SuÜan. 
Soun, the Son, 
Sounyie, to care, also soUcim 

tude, 
Southin, Southern. 
Souttar, sowtar, a shoemaker, 
Sover, secure, 
Sowne, sound voice, 
Sowp, sweep, 
Sowp and sowp, a small 

draught or mouthful of lu 

qaor, 
Sowsit nolt fute, a cow*sheeU 
Sox, (err, printedfox,) socks, 

short stockings, 
Spald, the shoulder-blade ; 

(p. 151,) evertf Joint. 
Spane, spanit, wean, tueaned, 
Spanye, Spanish. 
Sparkis, fyry, hot-headed 

persons, ßery-tempered. 
Speice, pride, self-conceit, 
Speir, speiris, sphere, sjAeres. 
Speiris, splinters. 
Speiris, speirit, to inquire, 
Spelunk, (v. ii. p.76,)ad^. 
Spirling, a smeU, sprat. 
Splene. See N. 214. 
Splentis, armourfor the legs 

and arms. See N. 457. 
Spray, small branches. 
Sprent, sprinkled. 
Sprent, started up. 
Spring, (p. 42,)ßghioflnrds. 
SpT\inmg,risitiguptprofecting, 
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Spjmaiid, tpimiimg, 

Stackerand* 

Stafliscbe, obtHmte^ Mm- 

Tütet MMtttuuigeiuHCm 
SUofMf uotutg korsei, 
Stauent, daggered. 
StM,keptinstaU. 
Stalkeris, utmify uppUed to 

penomi teho rangle^ iUegalfy 

mUingdeer. 
StalwarC, stoidf hrone. 
Stanch thy storn^ (t. ii. 

p. 80)? 
Sümche, io quench, to abate, 

to amtaaff aUot to tatufy 

withfxS, 
Stanchell, a Und ofhawk. 
StMDgß ttangis, to äing» 
SUnlifl, the Mchei ofaforti- 

ßedtown, 
StanneriStgrac«/, emaü Mtonet 

in the bed ofa river. 
Stark, etrong, powerfiU. 
Starvit, tnade to die, dead. 
Staw, itaU in a Hoble, 
Sted, bested, drcunutanced. 
Steid, steidis, pUux, places, 

aUofiarmi. 
Steidis, the States, applied to 

thote in the Nethertandt. 
Sieir, steiris, the rudder of a 

ship. 
Steir, on, in a itate ofcommo^ 

t$on, 
Steiris, nUes, directs, govemt, 
Stenches, (v. ii. p. 86,) 

ceaaet, 
Stenye, to itain. 
Sterne, stemis, itar, stan, 
Stevin, voice, iound. 



Stirk, sttrkis, avoungbultock, 

or heifer in the iecondyear. 
Stole, a veitment med by a 

prieH. 
Store and höre, (p. 241) ? 
Stound, a dioH ipace qftime, 
Stound, to hone the ieruation 

qf acute pain, 
Stoure, dud, twmdt, battle, 
Stowp, a pächer for liquor : 

choppin stowp, twoEng^ 

Uih pinti, 
Straik, a drohe. 
Straited, itretched out, 
Strand, (p. 244,) a itream ; 

strandis, ihorei. 
Straucht, itraight. 
Stray, stro, strais, itraw. 
Streiche, qffected, it^ffl 
Strekouris, flaueren, 
Strenyie, to itrain. 
Stricht, itraight. 
StriTilling, the toum of Stir* 

Ung. 
Stnimbell, strummeDis, per- 

iont who canH walk mthout 

itunttbling, 
Strummel-aver, 

horse, 
Strynd, race, 

inndred. 
Studeing, m a itate of ab- 

itraction. 
Study, a nmth*i anvil. 
Stuffettis, lacheyi, courien. 
Sture, auitere, itrong, 
Sturt, diiturbance, pexation. 
Stychling, (p. 25,) ruitling 

iound. 
Style, the Stynkand. See 

N. 286. 



a itumbling 
offipring 



GLOSSARY. 



493 



St3nQg, or stang, a long poie. 

Stynt, io cetue. 

Stynyst, (p. 73,) oHonuhed. 

Sua, so, 

Subchettis, subjecU* 

Sudand, sudden. 

Sueir, sweir, lasof, rdudani, 

imwUUng, 
Sueimess, Mh» 
Sueying, äreanmg, 
Sney, io mnngf to indine io 

one tide». 
Sueyre, ihe neck. 
Sugeorne, 9oymr% dekty, 
Sunyh^, sunyeit, io carejbr. 
Sunyie» sunyeia, excme, ex- 

ctues. 
Suth, inäL 
Swase, io astuage» 
Swaillis, devoun, 
Swaitds, new aict wori. 
Swak, a violeni da$k, or se- 
vere blow, 
Swalme, iuimmr^ excreseence, 
Swan, Vow to the. See 

N. 298. 
Swanky, a UmkfiUow ; aUo, 

a ffoimg mafiy a wooer» 
Swappit, kuddled iogeiher, 

equaUed down, 
Swappit» (p. 70,)drankf quaf- 

fid. 
Swav, to, 
SweUy, io tumllow, 
SweDing, swooningf irwtee, 

Vision. 
Swenyouris, idle, siurdy va- 

gabonds. 
Swer( swoen, 
Swetherik, Sweden, 
Swirk, io spring toUh veUxsHy. 



Swyr, (p. 80,") a hoUow, or 

declirudion cfa kiä near ihe 

summii. 
Swyth, quickly, suddenfy. 
Syde» finde. 
Syd frog, udde Upper gar- 

meni. 
Syde lon^ hanging hw. 
Syis, syse, repeated Omes. 
Syis, syisis, sixes at dice. 
Syle, sylit, io hünd, deceived. 
Syne, since. 
Syne, ihen. 
Syne, (p. 78,) a sign. 
Synk and sise, cinque and 

size ai dice. 
Sypher» cipher. 
Syre, a man^ a greai man. 



T. 

Taidis, ioads. 

Tailye, (v. ü. p. 82,) ? 

Tailyeour, iailor. 

Tals, ioes. 

Tait, ready. See N. 399. 

Takis, iakes. 

Takkis, leases. 

Tak!&Ußiied out. 

Tangis, apair ofiongs. 

Tap> the iop, ihe h^; tap 

OUT taill, heels over head. 
Tardatioun, sioumess. 
Targe, a shield, iargei, 
Tarmegant. See N. 264. 
Tarsal, ahawh. 
Tax, ^. 245,) muh, 
Tein, teyne, anger, sorrow. 
Teine, tene, io vex, irriiate. 
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Teme» temit, to empiy, 
Tent, tak, iake heed. 
Ter, ter. 

Terae, anger, wraih. 
Teme^ ßerce, wraii^uL 
Tertane, teriian ague, 
Thair-douD» downufordi, in 

thai place beiow. 
Thairrout, aiä ofdoon» 
Theh^, (vol. ii. p. 59,) err. 

far The h6, or high. 
Thewifl, qualiiies, dispoti' 

iiofu, 
Thir, tbeie. 

ThirÜt, boundf engaged, 
Thoill, tholis, uiolit, en- 

dures, iufferty tuffer ed, 
Thone, yomder; (v.ii. p. 13,) 

ihen, 
Thraif, a heap, teveroL 
Thraip, threip, atteri, strtpe, 

affimiy pertiit, 
Thrang, io throng, 
Thrawart, crosi-gnuned, ilU 

humouredf perverse, 
Threpit, aueried, 
Thrin, protperity, frugality ; 

auld thrifl, accumulated 

ivealth, See N. 345. 
Thriftaris, (p. 146,) prob. 

err. far thristaris, thrutteri. 
Thrimlaris, pertons who 

squeeze, or press Jbrward 

in a crowd. 
Thring, io thruä, to throw; 

doun thring, to throw 

down. 
Thrissai, the thiäle. 
Thristis, thirtts. 
Thristit, thnuted. 
Thropülis, throiiles, the wind- 

pipe. 



Till, unio. 

Tirvit, ttripped. 

Tod, ihejox. 

Todlit, to walk with thort 

To-forrow, hefore; alto, to» 

morrow. 
Tone, towk, taken. 
Tother, the other. 
Toun, (p. 31,) tune. 
Towis, ropes ofa vessel. 
Townage, (p. 23) ? 
Tra^e. See N. 357. 
Traikit, muchfaiigued. 
Tram, the thtrft of a cart. 
Tramort, a dead body. 
Trane, a fnare^ a Hratagem. 
Trappouris, trappingt. 
Trattling, tattling, praüling. 
Trawe, (p. 65,) device f 
Trechour, deceitfid. 
Treit, to entreat, obtain by 

entreaty, 
Trentallis, thetervice ofthirty 

masiesjfor the dead. 
Trest, trestis, trutts^ timsty. 
Tretie, (v. ü. p. 231,) trea- 

tise. 
Trimmill, to tremble. 
Trippit, trippedy danced. 
Trone, thefuacefor weighing 

heavy goods. 
Trone, U) he put in the piU 

lory. 
Trone, tronis, a throne. 
Trop, trap-door. 
Trow, trowit, trowd, totnut, 

truited, believed. 
Trulis. See N. 398. 
Trumpour, trumpir, deceiver. 

See N.258. 
Tryackili, treacle. 
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Trymlit, irembled. 
Tryne, (p.240,)mcef 
Tryst, appointmeni, 
Tumis, tumit, emptiet. 
Tungland, Friar of. See 

N. 237. 
Turkass, torchet, alto ptn- 

cers. 
Tursis, trustes, bundles up, 

carriei. 
Tute-mowitt, hamng the un- 

der wv projeding, 
Tutivillaris, tutivilfous. See 

N. 402, and 438. 
Twich, to touch. 
Twistis, iwigs, branches. 
Tyce, to eräice, pertuade, 
Tyk, a dog, a cur, 
Tyne, tjmis, to lote, loses. 
Tynsall, loss. 
Tynt, lost. 
Tyt, to snatch, topull; tyt; 

(^,2A5,)fastened. 
T)rte, straight, speedify, 

quickfy. 



U. 

Udder, udir, udderis, other, 
others; one another. 

Ugsom, horriblcj ugly. 

Umbraide, shadow, 

Unabaisitly, undauntedly. 

Uncow, stränge, 

Uncunnandly, unknowingly, 

Undemit, uncensured, 

Undocht, a wortkleu feüow, 

■ goodfor nothing. 

Uneiss, unese, scarcefy, ufith 
dißculty. 



Unicornis, gold coins See 

N. 352. 
Unkynd, withoid faoour. 
Unleissum, unlawfid, 
Unmanyeit, withoid hurt, nn- 

maimed, 
Unourcumable, immdble, 

unconquerable. 
Unplane, rüde, unpoUshed, 
Unqu3rt, unacquitted, unpaid, 
Unrycht, wrong, 
Unsaul, unsele, unblessed, 

tvreiched, unhaUowed, 
Unsicker, unsecure, 
Unspaynd, umoeaned, not 

iveaned. 
Unto, (p. 177,) untiL 
Unyeoun, onion. 
Upalland, uplandis, high^ 

land, rustic. 
Updaw, to down, 
Updost, decked, dressed, 
Uphie, upheyt, to raise, ex- 

alted; (p. 2^,)toobsert)e, 
Upplane, (p. 209») rustic, un- 

polished, 
Upskailis, raises, puts into 

moHon, 



V. 

Vaistie, void, wasteful. 
Vakit, became vacant. 
Vane-organis, thetemplear- 

teries, See N. 242. 
Vanys, veins. 
Veseit, vissy, to visit. 
Vyld, vile. 
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W. 

Wafll« wale, io ckoote, 
Wair, ioipeiuL 
Waisdesi» speadikiß. 
Wait, ufoit ibMt9. 
Wmthman, waftheman» m 
UMmdtrer, kunier, 

Wale, wailL io dkoote. 
Walk, walkia,woi]ke,4ittdbr. 
WaUffyfe, waheftU. 
WaDowit, vMeredt ikriveU 

ied. 
Wally-drag, r^futCp onäcaä. 

See N. 262. 
Waüy-gowdy , preciout Jewel 

ot omttttttfii* 
Walteris, weiten», ionr» 

tUnmi. 
Warne, ihe beUy. 
Wandifl, rodt, iwigi, 
Wandrecht, misfortuHe, 

iroubk. 
Wane, waio, wank, ahode, 

dweüing. 
Wane, wayn, manner. 
Wane, a wane, waggon, 
Wanewerd, hard Ud, «n- 

happyfaU, 
Wanhap, tml/uckinest. 
Wappit, niddenfy druck 

down. 
War, aware. 
War, wer, toone» 
Wardour, verdure. 
Wardraipper, keeper of the 

wardrobe, 
Wariand, curting, raiUng, 



Wariet, aoetmed. 

Warit, hedowedj es^pended, 

Warlo, a »r c e re r, wieked 

perMon^ wiaard. 
Warsill, io wreäle, io gtrive. 
Wate, woit, knows* 
Wattis,(v iLp.73)? 
Wauchtit, qiu^ed, iook large 

drotufkitm 
Wauld-feitt, plain^oaied. 
Wawis, umili, 
Weche, wUek, 
Wed, wadset, mor^rage, 
Wedve, samt aa widdy. 
Weid, dreu. 
Weild, kavemom^i power ^ 

ioenjoy, 
Weir, d<nibit unceriainit/. 
W&rdffate, duHt^, 
Weirly, warify» 
Well, weü. 
Welüi, akuadance. 
Wem, iiamf bkme, 
Wend, io go, io patt on. 
Wene, io conjecturcy ikink; 

bat wene, doubtleu. 
Wenity went, wend, ima- 

gjm^f ikougki, beUeved. 
Went, tarne at wenit. 
Werk, (p. 104,) /ro6. werth, 

vroperUf» 
Werls, wart. 
Werkis, ivorki» 
Wichiss, wUckes, 
Wicht, wichtia» a math men, 

persotu» 
Wicht, airong. 
Wicker, otier iwigt, 
Widdy, a kaUer made of toi' 

ikieif or ike pHani krancket 

ofa iree. 
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Widdyfow, ratcalfy, one who 

detervet a widdy or kalter, 
Wilk» a maü theU-ßsh, a 

peritvinkle. 
WiUiDg, (p. 116,) prob.err, 

firwOlow. 
Wilsome, wilsum, lonefy, «o- 

litarvt wanderingf dreary, 
Wimple, mnding or fold; 

also, Ornament Jbr a ladyt 

head. 
Wirk, wirkis, towork, worki, 
Wirker, maker. 
Wirrok, tarne at wyrok, 
Wirry, wirriand, to worry, 

ti^ocaie, 
Wiss, unsh, 

Wisy, to vinty to contider, 
Wit, hnowledge. 
Wite, 9ee wyte. 
Wittandlie, vAth hnowledge. 
Wlonk. See N. 274. 
Wobat, feehUy VHuted. 
Wod, woid, mad, 
Wodenes, madneu, fury. 
Woix, waxed, 
Wolroun, (p. 64, and vol. ii. 

Wp. 82.) ? 
ose, wash, 
Wosp, (p. 73,) a vntp ; stra 

wispis, unqa ofitraw. 
Wouk, same as walk. 
Wousters, boasters. 
Wpw, wowit, to tvoo, 
Wowf, the tüolf. 
Wrak, trath, refiise of any 

kind, 
Wreche, wrechis, turetchj 

nigsard, niggards. 
Wrecnitness, penuriousness, 
Wret, wrote, 

VOL. n. 



Wrink, tvinding, tubterfuge. 
Wrokin, wreak, revenged, 
Wryng and wryth, to ttoUt 

cmd turithe abinä. 
Wun, towin, 
Wy, a man, pertont, 
Wycht, ttrong, powetful. 
Wyis, taise, ways. 
Wyld, (p. 50,)iuyled, combed. 
Wylie, cunning, 
Wynning, wkining, 
Wynnit, dwelt, retided,' 
Wyppit, encircled, entwined. 
Wyrok, a com, or bony ex- 

crescence on thefoot, 
Wyte, wytt, blame. 
Wyte, to know, 
Wyvis, toomen, 

Y. 

Yaid, yaud, a ivom-out horte, 
Yaid, yede, tpent, tvom-out, 

watted, 
Yaip, eager, keen, 
Yak, to ache, 
Yaid, tarne at yaid or yaud ; 

YuiUis yaid, see N. 326. 
Yarne, yerne, yarnand, ea^ 

gerly to detire, 
Yarrow, an herb, the tneet- 

wort, See N. 125. 
Yawmeris, yelU, loud criet, 
Yede, yeid, went, 
Yeme, yemit, to keep, to 

take care of, 
Yemen, yeomen, 
Yet, yett, yettis, agate, gates. 
Yfere, together, 
Ying, young, 

Yistrein, evening ofyesterday, 
2 I 



